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REMARKS BY 


THE HONOURABLE VINCENT G. KERRIO > 


MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

TO THE 

ONTARIO COUNCIL OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 
AT THE 

HOLIDAY INN, TORONTO 


MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 1986 A 
9 A.M. / 
\ 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


It’s good to be here today. I’ve been looking forward 
to this opportunity to introduce myself to the entire 


OCCF membership. I have already met with some of you - 


during the last few months, and found those meetings 
productive and informative. 


Those of you who haven’t met me, are no doubt asking 
yourselves what -another new Minister of Natural 
Resources will mean to you as commercial fishermen. 
Perhaps I can help answer that by telling you what it 
means to me. 


The most difficult task of a new Minister is getting to 
know every aspect of the ministry. In this case, 
however, I am far from unfamiliar with your industry. 
I grew up in Niagara Falls, and have known commercial 
fishermen on Lake Erie and Lake Ontario all my life. 


As well, my special assistant, David MacDonald, is from 
a commercial fishing family in Port Dover. Between 
them, David’s father and grandfather spent about 50 
years fishing Lake Erie. David is more than willing to 
fill me in on aspects of the industry that only someone 
who has grown up in it can appreciate. 


Much of my knowledge of commercial fishing, however, 
comes from personal experience. Like you, I have a 
deeply rooted love of the lakes. As a boy, I used to 
go fishing with Fred Clay, a friend of my father’s who 
lived near Port Maitland. I am sure many of you’ knew 
Fred. He went after blue pickerel in those days, a 
commercial species now gone from Lake Erie. 
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Like you, I remember the empty nets of the 1940s and 
'50s, when the combination of pollution, increasingly 
competitive fishing, the sea lamprey and the smelt, 
took a heavy toll on the numbers of fish. In some 
lakes, entire species -- like the blue pickerel -- were 
wiped out. 


But despite the years of change and upheaval, the fact 
remains that Ontario still has a viable commercial 
fishing industry. 


That’s because you, and your families, hung on in tough 
times. And it’s also because a lot of people -- 
psaeutists, biologists, “and: fisheries agers -- 
worked hard to turn those lakes around, and to bring 
back theyrisn:. 


There’s a lot to look back on. Today, however, I want 
to talk about the realities that shape your industry 
ragnteminow, in §1966. The realities that you as 
fishermen -live with every day, and the realities that 
affect my ministry’s role as provincial fisheries 
manager. And then I want to talk about where we want 
the commercial fishery to go, and how we’re going to 
get there. 


The first reality my ministry must deal with, is the 
fact that Ontario’s fisheries are a commonly owned 
resource. No one person, or group of persons, can 

claim exclusive ownership of any part of the fisheries. 


That is where my role as Minister comes in. Cosa 
essentially an allocator, with the -responsibility of 
ensuring fairness in how the resource is'- shared. ag 


take that responsibility seriously. 


The second reality is the fact that the fishery is a 
finite and fragile resource. That means there is a lot 
more to consider when dividing up the resource than 


just numbers’ of fish. We have to look at species 
balance, impact on stocking programs, habitat, and a 
host of other environmental and economic 
considerations. 


These are the realities that shape our fisheries 
management programs. Your industry has another reality 
to consider -- the marketplace. As commodity 
suppliers, you have to meet market demand, and tailor 
your operations according to market fluctuations. 


Now, taking all of these realities into consideration, 
I’d like to give you my vision for a commercial fishing 
PicuUStL ye ane OntaLrso. 


There ismno) sdoubt ngmyamind sthatecthe future fore the 
commercial fishing industry in Ontario looks good. The 
markets are there if you provide quality goods and if 
you can adapt to changing domestic and world market 
conditions. 


With that goal in mind, there are a number of 
initiatives I -would like to see your industry take. 


PLCS ten Oc ebay, I believe you need a strong, 
representative voice for the entire industry. That is 
the only way to align yourselves with other major user 
groups in speakin to government about fisheries 
Manager ore. ac sus ere: 


I don’t think I can stress enough, the importance of 
unity within your industry. As Minister, I am not able 
to respond as effectively -- or as quickly -- to four 
or’ five, orstavdozen wouces,, as. .am to,,one. 


I. also urge you to establish lake representatives of 
your own, to handle issues ona lake by lake basis. 
Effective lake associations will serve to strengthen 
the role fishermen play in decisions which affect their 
own well-being. 


This, of course, implies involvement in the difficult, 
as well as the more popular, decisions. 

It means an assumption of thrust. It means a 
willingness to work together in both regulations 
enforcement and fisheries assessment. 


Looking ahead, I see an industry that may be smaller in 
terms of numbers of licence holders. That is to be 
expected as some fishermen expand their operations by 
acquiring the quotas of those retiring. I expect this 
leaner industry to be vigorous and more stable 
economically. 


I also see an industry with greater autonomy. Autonomy 
goes hand in hand with taking responsibility for the 
resource you share. This sense of responsibility is 
demonstrated in your acceptance of self-policing and a 
role in fisheries assessment. 


On the subject of royalties, I remain committed to the 
idea, but on your advice I have decided to postpone the 
implementation of a revised fee schedule until next 
year. 


As requested by the executive of your organization, the 
fees will be in the form of a royalty payable at the 
end -- not the beginning -- of the fishing season. 


That’s generally what’s in store, but I would like to 
discuss the whole matter further with you -- in fact, 
as soon as we can in this new year so the program. can 
get under way in 1987. 


A vision for the commercial fishing industry would not 
be complete without a parallel vision for the Ministry 
of Natural Resources. I have many ideas on how I would 
like MNR to adapt to the changing needs of commercial 
fasheng: 


First of all, I would like to see the ministry moving 
in the direction of being more of a facilitator of 
regulations, and less <i a puliceman. This would, as I 
have already mentioned, require more co-operation and 
concession to self-policing on your part. 


As it is, MNR is compelled to devote large-scale 
resources to law enforcement. I would like to see that 
changed. 


The ministry must also be both a communicator and a 
listener. Doug Townsend is expanding his role in this 
Capacity right now. By the way, John Waugh and several 
other commercial fishermen tell us they are pleased 
with what Doug has been doing. 


I should tell you we were lucky to get Doug for this 
job. We caught him just as he quit the ministry early 
to do something he has always planned to do -- work his 
family’s farm near Belleville. 


He wanted to get out of government before he got locked 
into a pension --— even though he has many years of 
experience and was one of the ministry’s most 
knowledgeable, capable officers. He enjoyed his work, 
but his idea of a real job has always involved running 
your own show, accepting the risks, being outdoors, and 
not being tied down by a lot of paperwork. 


He reserves his highest respect for individuals who 
shoot from the hip and have the entrepreneurial spirit. 
That’s why we hired him on a contract -- and that’s why 
he accepted, although it meant delaying his return to 
farming. 


Doug must have had second thoughts at first though. I 
hear he went chub fishing with Russell Raney off 
Tobermory in the fall and for the first time in his 
life was seasick. This is a man who has been out in 
all kinds of choppy water on both Lake Erie and Lake 
Ontario. 


I hope it was something he ate -- not something Russell 
told him about government regulations. 


== 


Doug is your direct connection to the ministry and our 
direct connection tonyour 


I want to see that two-way connection made stronger, 
and I want to see it simplified. We need a process 
built: into: ithe wistructunemotmthe ministry chats will 
reduce barriers to communication. 


To that end, Doug will be developing a new field 
communications system. This will include a booklet 
that will describe clearly and simply how the system 
works. The booklet will explain the best procedures 
for you to follow when dealing with the ministry. 


Doug will also produce a newsletter twice a year. This 
will keep individual commercial operators up to date on 
regulations, quota adjustments and new developments 
within the ministry. We also intend to publish the 
commerical fishing regulations ina readable form for 
the convenience of commercial operators. 


We can also improve communications through the annual 
MNR/commercial fishermen lake meetings. The meetings 
offer one of the few opportunities for ministry staff 
and commercial fishermen to talk about the fishery. 


Occasionally these lake meetings don’t take place. In 
other instances, commercial operators may hear about 
the meetings after they’ve taken place. Less vocal 


fishermen may attend but never get the opportunity to 
make their points. 


I am proposing that at least one lake meeting must take 
place each year. Further, the meetings will be more 
structured to include an agenda. Minutes will also be 
taken and distributed to all the commercial operators 
on the lake -- whether they were present or not. 


Let’s not limit our avenues of communication. As I 
said, I welcome the chance to hear from you personally. 
Your suggestion about being given an opportunity to 
Manage the self-policing function on western Lake Erie 


was great. Let’s discuss your other ideas and even 
complaints you might have -- but «Jet! svedo ie 
face-to-face. I like newspapers, but they’re not a 


heck of a great way for two parties to communicate. 


The success of improved communication, however, depends 
very much on what I mentioned earlier in my vision of 
your industry. To make a new communications system 
work we need a representative industry voice from each 
lake. We cannot develop good partnership in management 
Wwrtcnoute t. 


Another change I would like to see, is less need for 
the ministry to involve itself in the day-to-day 
business of a commercial fisherman. That will come 
about as the industry increases its autonomy by 
assuming greater responsibility for the resource. 


Another role often played by my ministry -- and another 
Onewrs «would Slike™ ton@see Sess itofiive—-=—) bs ithat’ of 
arbitrator among the various user groups. Come to us 
with ideas and suggestions for improvement, rather than 
complaints. That way, we can be in the position to 
respond to collective user concerns and advice. 


Abovebatlyerwhateeleewantetor *seesnati ther ministry is 
balanced decision-making that recognizes the needs of 
all those affected. I want all the cards on the table, 
with all the players present. That means no closed. 
door negotiating with any one interest group, at the 
expense of another. 


I have described my vision of the commercial fishing 
PNGUStCVAlnwOntario,. andthe role, “of “the Ministry ‘of 
Natural Resources in achieving that vision. 


The next question is, how do we get there? I think 
we've already made the first step -- and it’s a big one 
-- with the modernization program, and the quota 
system. 


We’re also working to improve the quality of the 
fishery. At your request, my ministry has stepped up 
its management programs in fisheries assessment and 
enforcement. 


While we are on the subject of assessments, let me 
announce something I think you’ll all be interested in. 


I recognize that “commercial fishermen have serious 
doubts about the ministry’s assessment capabilities. 
Well, I intend to deal with that immediately. 


I have directed that funds be set aside for a review of 
MNR’s assessment capabilities on a lake-by-lake basis 
beginning this year. We will start with Lake Erie. 


Your organization will have a major role to play in 
this review. Among other things, staff from MNR’s 
fisheries branch will be looking to you for help in the 
selection of candidates to conduct the assessment. 


I think this review is extremely important. If we can 
agree on the numbers of fish we have -- and on how we 
reach those numbers -- we will have jumped a major 
hurdle. We will be able to move forward and solve a 
range of other problems -- together. 


Another thing we both have to work on is reducing the 
conflict between sport and commercial fishing 
interests. I’m talking about the kinds of things’ the 
commercial fishermen working off Southampton near Owen 
Sound accomplished early last fall at a meeting with 
two local angling clubs and the Sauble Beach Chamber. of 
Commerce. 


As ae result of that meeting, relations between 
commercial fishermen and local sport fishing groups 
have improved tremendously. 


On the subject of incidental catches, the ministry will 
continue to support the move from gill nets to livetrap 
gear in areas where there is a large sport fishing 
industry and trap netting is feasible. 


We support that, but at the same time I am depending on 
the gill netting sector of the industry itself to play 
a major role in helping overcome this problem. Without 
your? contributionmeto Fa resolution; s stheas problems sof 
angler conflict will grow. 


To further reduce the gap among users of fishing 
resources, we are proposing to establish a Fisheries 
Advisory Cou.c1i to advise us on matters of strategic 
importance. 


The creation Tot this: councid® si s#partesof. thes pregran 
establishing the resident angling licence. Your 
industry will be well-represented on this council. 
This will provide you with a forum to make other user 
groups aware of what the commercial fishing industry 
means to its participants. Your representative will 
serve to safeguard the interests of your industry. 


But, no matter what programs are put in place, they 
won’t work unless all of us are working together. 
After all, my motives, and those of my ministry staff, 
are exactly the same as yours. We both want a thriving 
commercial fishing industry for Ontario. 


And, the sooner we realize we’re on the same side, the 
sooner we’ll achieve what we both want. 


Commercial fishing already makes a valued contribution 
to the provincial economy. But it could -- and should 
-- be making an even larger contribution. I am 
confident that as the industry stabilizes, it will be 
able to take more advantage of domestic and export 
marketing opportunities. I believe it will play an 
increasingly important role in Ontario’s economy. 


I want to see that happen. Twtiinks (i tecaneachroughn 
building unity within your industry, establishing lake 
representatives, lake associations, by building trust 
‘between us and by giving you greater autonomy with less 
day-to-day interference. 


We have a good commercial fisheries liaison officer now 
who will give you strong representation. We have 
clearly written procedures to help you deal with the 
Ministry, a new communications system and clearer 
fisheries regulations. 


You will also have a powerful voice on the new 
Fisheries Advisory Council and, this year -- together 
-- we will begin an objective review of my ministry’s 
assessment capabilities. 


You also have my sympathetic ear. 
My vision of Ontario -- what it is and what it could be 
-- includes a commercial fishing industry that is 


modern, healthy and thriving. 


I personally want that very much. And by working 
together, we are going to make it happen. 
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REMARKS BY fart 


THE HONOURABLE VINCENT G. KERRIO I 
MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES \ 


TO THE 
CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF ONTARIO 
HYDRO PLACE, TORONTO 


JANUARY 30, 1986 
10:30 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Eivser obtain, medmikelto say ft ista pleasure ‘to be 


Perertthis morning. As Minister of both Natural 
Resources and Energy, I deal with an incredible 
variety of issues. ie USenOtrolrten thataie have the 


Opportunity to address an audience which has an 
interest in so many of those issues. 


In fact, the sheer number of organizations represented 
here today points out very clearly how important -- 
and wide-reaching -- resource management is. 


Since becoming Minister, I have spoken to, or met with 
representatives of, many of your organizations. Those 
of you who have already met me, know where I stand on 
Gesournces issues; /fand = know) P* share many of your 
concerns. 


In preparing for today's meeting, I was struck by the 
Similarity between the Conservation Council of 
Ontario, and the Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Forestry, wildlife, outdoor recreation, aggregates, 
water and land management -- all of these areas of 
concern and responsibility are contained within our 
two organizations. 


Within the CCO, you also have members such as the 
Ontario Medical Association, the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture and the Council of Outdoor Educators. 


This of course, parallels my own ministry's working 


relationship with other ministries such as 
Environment, Health, Education, Agriculture and Food, 
andaMuniecipal “Aftairs, «to name a few, We work 


together out of necessity, and we work together well. 
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Ne Patenewe Minister, e If kKnowmthe: importance: of good 
working partners. I never hesitate to call, on the 
expertise of others. And my receptiveness to advice, 
of course, extends beyond my government colleagues. I 
am just as willing)i-andw as “eager; «to listen to what 
the public has to Say. 


That is why I was pleased to discover how much public 
involvement goes into decision making at the Ministry 
of Natural Resources. As you may know, we have just 
completed a round of open houses regarding the issue 
of aerial spraying against budworm and gypsy moth. 


Next month, public meetings will begin across the 
province to find out just what people think about the 
proposed resident angling licence. Public response to 
issues such as these very definitely affects our 
ministry policy decisions. 


In asking the public to become involved, we are in 


effect issuing a challenge -- a challenge to share in 
the responsibility for managing the resources we 
commonly own and benefit from. The CCO accepted 
another challenge one year ago -- to evaluate the 


conservation accomplishments of the Government of 
Ontario. 


As you found out, that was one big assignment. My 
Deputy Minister, Mary Mogford, told you at the time 
that, in issuing the challenge, the government 
considered its agreement with you to be a two-fold 
commitment. First, we made a financial commitment to 
enable you to do the job well. 


Second, we made a commitment to listen carefully to, 
and consider, your evaluation. In return we asked 
that the evaluation represent a consensus, that it be 
relevant, and that any recommendations that emerge be 
practical, constructive and positive. 


AS I Said, it’ was’ an enormous’ task. Ta.Locks forward to 
reading your report upon its completion. 


Today, I would like to outline where I stand on some 
of the issues you likely tackled. I also want to 
address some areas I know are of concern to us both. 


TPechink  agoodsbeginn ing point«woudd' ibe:;the /Royal. 
Commission on the Northern Environment. 


The Royal Commission told us, among other things, that 
there is a desire on the part of many groups to change 
certain government programs in the north. 
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While we may not agree with all the recommendations 
put forward by the Commission, we are sympathetic to 
the concerns and frustrations, and hopes, behind them. 
In many areas, the Commission simply put a spotlight 
On things we were already working on. 


For instance, the “Commission, told) usmenate conditrons 
for native people must be improved. Before Christmas, 
we announced an intention to negotiate with native 
people on access to resources adjacent to reserves. 


As well, the White Dog-Grassy Narrows damage claim 
against Great Lakes Paper Products has been settled 
after about a decade of negotiation. 


As you know, the Commission's report was especially 
critical» of ‘then forest yandustry) and pehes provincial 
forestry planning process. I am glad to say that many 
of “those criticisms ware no longemev alld ee icmt hat 
solutions were actually in the works long before the 
report was released. 


In fact, developing our forest management programs is 
one of my highest priorities right now. 


Few other natural resources in the province contribute 
as much to our welfare “and comfort as ounmrolescs. 
They have been a major factor in Ontario's development 
aS a province, providing the basis for opening up the 
northivandl for, \ther igrvowtha@iof «a! divierse secondary 
manufacturing industry throughout the province. 


Our forests also providem@thingis .wescanmt abeqin to 


quantity inodollar thenmsw——  nabitaty for ewidiace, 
wilderness recreation, a place for people to find 
peace and solitude, as)’ swells, sas protection. {from 


erosion, floods and drought. 


I share with you a deep belief that we must use our 
forests wisely, we must re-invest in them generously, 
and we must cultivate and nurture them aS an 
inheritance \for> ourmchpicren,;, anda tor-.our pcheldren’s 
chiddren:. 


The economic contribution of forests to the province 
speaks for itself. Forests provide jobs for about 
160,000 Ontarians -- directly and indirectly. They 
allow entire communities to exist and grow. They 
allow us to produce products for sale to the world -- 
everything from newsprint to the byproducts that go 
into a range of manufactured goods. 


Last year alone, Ontario's forests provided more than 
$3-billion in value added to the provincial economy, 
and more than $60-million in revenue the government 
can use for the social and economic benefit of 
Ontarians. 


- 4 - 


The people of Ontario depend upon their forests to 
provide economic benefits. In northwestern Ontario, 
ergntmeut jof every, 10,.j30bs, depends.,on:’ the. forest 
industry. We have to accept that reality. 


We also have to face the fact that our forests are now 
Btearasetubning cpopmt. The old natural forest is being 
depleted not just by harvesting, but by fire, insects 
and disease. Of the remainder, some stands are too 
far away Or too poor in quality or quantity of desired 
species to be utilized. 


The forest industry will be dependent for the next 40 
Eom U my Cansnonmtorestsipalready, insexistence.,) But in 
the long term, we will have to depend on a new forest, 
One that government and industry have already begun to 
putednhplace. 


The kind of decisions we make now while we establish 
the newwhonest ares critical. What we decide now will 
be what we get four or five decades down the road. 


Moving from the old to the new forest will be a 
tremendous challenge. Our success will depend on wise 
forest management. 


I would define wise timber management as growing the 
best trees possible, on the best sites available, 
while having due regard and respect for environmental 
considerations and other uses of the forest. And the 
end > result imust -benefit as many Ontario citizens as 
possible. 


Like many of you here today, I can see there is plenty 
of room for improving timber management in Ontario. 
Don tu thongete that sinetermss ofsysuchi things,as growing 
techniques and silviculture, quality of crop seed and 
other factors, timber management is at a stage of 


Gevelopment “that Mis’ == “ine terms of**practice* in 
northern Ontario -- barely 25 years old. 
Twenty-five years. That is not a long time. We have 


a long, long way to go before we exhaust the potential 
for improvement in timber management. 


That's not to say we aren't accomplishing good things 
ugh ti enows, We have undergone a radical change over 
the last few years in attitudes toward timber 
management activities. By establishing the system of 
Forest Management Agreements, we have acknowledged it 
is not enough for government to act alone in assuming 
responsibility for integrating harvesting and 
regeneration. 
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We have learned to treat timber management activities 


as a business involving two equal partners -- the 
forest industry, and @¥the™ people | 2of Ontario as 
represented by the province. Planning and managing 


that business is a joint responsibility of both. The 
objective is to survive and prosper. 


By way of reassuring you, let me state this another 
way. Placing forest production on a sound investment 
basis does not mean abandoning our emphasis on forests 
as providers of recreation, wildlife habitat, and 
protection from erosion and drought. 


That's what I call wise forest management -- and my 
ministry is committed to wise forest management. 


The government is also committed to involving the 
people of Ontario in decisions about managing the 
forests. We believe there is not going to be progress 
unless there is a reasonable agreement among 
reasonable people about what should be done. 


So last fall, this government took a number of steps 
to provide the basis fou reaching reasonable 
consensus. 


First, we believe that organizations such as yours, 
and the “general” public; should = know. @as] much] as 
possible about the state of our forest resources, and 
the@ outlook efor the -fucure. 


That is why I have initiated a comprehensive audit of 
forest resources, to be conducted by Dean Gordon 
Baskerville, of the University of New Brunswick. 


Dean Baskerville has full access to my ministry's 
information, and will have the resources available to 
him-to: ttul£i)Y his®mandate 


I have asked him to complete his review by July 1 of 
this year. After I have received his report, I will 
publicly*™ release “both “my =ministry"s ) accountetof Four 
forest estate and Dean Baskerville's independent 
audit. 


As well, last November I released to the public the 
provincial auditor's report on the forest management 
activities of MNR. I released my ministry's response 
to that report at the same time. 


In the past, such a report would not have been made 
public unless the auditor chose to include it in his 


year vend report §=toMthe™ Legislature, I believe, 
however, that public disclosure is vital if citizens 
are EO "participate tactively #=—— Fandwuser mis) =-—- =e unmeeie 


forest management process. 
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I have also recently released the results of the 
five-year reviews of the first five Forest Management 
Agreements. 


I am pleased to say that the results of the reviews 
SHowsecleatrlyetnaty PMAS vare the right approach” to 
timber and resource management on publicly owned 
lands. They bear out the wisdom of the ministry in 
replacing the old-style timber licences with Forest 
Management Agreements. 


Consider these statistics. The reviews have told us 
that during the first five years of the agreements, 
regeneration increased by 43 per cent, tending by 285 
per cent, and site preparation by 30 per cent. 


Those are impressive figures. They demonstrate that 
forestry companies in Ontario can and do respond ina 
responsible and efficient manner to forest management. 


And we must not overlook the fact that the agreements 
also ensure that companies involve the public in 
planning forest activities. Public involvement will 
serve to further safeguard important considerations 
such as wildlife habitat and recreation areas. 


The ministry will be moving ahead with additional FMAsS 
im? the'scoming@months+. hvexpect atleast two more 
agreements will be signed this year. This will mean 
that more than 60 per cent of the licenced forest area 
in Ontario is covered by FMAs. We will have about 70 
per cent of licenced lands covered when all agreements 
are in place. 


I want to emphasize, however, that while MNR's role is 
ehancgunguckthnougny the FMAS, the ministry is still 
ultimately responsible for forest management. 


Part of our changing role means an increased attention 
to the impact of timber management activities on the 
other users and uses of the forest environment. This 
focus is apparent in the ministry's Class 
Environmental Assessment for Timber Management which 
was submitted to the Ministry of the Environment one 
month ago. 


The class EA is MNR's documentation of how we will 
meet Our obligations under the Environmental. 
Assessment Act. It provides real opportunities for 
public involvement in planning at every stage. 


My colleague, the Honourable James Bradley, Minister 
of the Environment, will be co-ordinating a government 
review of the Class EA followed by a public review. 
The government review is expected to begin in the next 
week or so, and the public review will formally begin 
sometime this summer. 


Soh 


Groups such as the CCO have helped immensely in 
reviewing drafts of this EA, and I am sure you are 
interested in seeing what the document now contains. 
For this reason, we will be sending copies of the EA 
to you and many of your member organizations this 
week, 


To help meet our obligations documented under the 
class EA, my ministry also has prepared a new Timber 
Management Planning Manual. This will replace and 
consolidate previous planning manuals. 


The new manual will ensure that all ministry and 
company foresters and planners carry out the timber 
Management planning process consistent with the 
direction, Of ther class EA. 


MNR is also producing manuals to assist in making 
timber management prescriptions where there are areas 
of value to other users of the forest. Drat Uswoe 
these manuals, addressing fisheries habitat, moose, 
and tourism values will be available for review in the 
next month or so. 


One of the changes to the planning process will mean 
that timber managment planning will become more 
dynamic. Regular five-year renewal of Timber 
Management Plans will provide the opportunity to 
assess past performance, as well as_ provide the 
flexibility to make changes. 


I am pleased with the direction that forest management 
LS« taking sinethis. province. But at the same time, I 
realize that all these actions constitute only a first 
step in a new commitment to our forests. 


I mentioned earlier that our forests are integral to 
tourism. That becomes readily apparent when you try 
to imagine a provincial park without trees. And it's 
just. sas: shard-«to) imagines as touritsmevindustr ysawithout 
provinciel= panks. 


We recognize the value of our parks system -- not just 
in terms of tourism dollars -- but also as wildlife 
habitat, and as a way to guarantee preservation of our 
tremendous natural heritage. 


Throughy-the creation—of provincial sparks, 3MNReiis 
seeking to achieve its protection objectives in 
maintaining this heritage. Of the 104 parks created 
in the last three years, most will be left in their 
natural state. 


Interim management plans are currently being completed 
for each new park. We are looking with interest at 
Woodland Caribou Provincial Park as it uses public 
consultation in developing a park management plan. 


eR 


At the beginning of my talk today, I mentioned how 
important working with other ministries is in 
accomplishing many of our goals. We couldn't possibly 
represent different interests groups Patt Vee. OL. 
consistently, without a certain amount of overlap. 


But, aS I also said, when we have to work together we 
work together well. A good example is our provincial 
wetland policy. The wetland guidelines introduced by 
my ministry almost two yearS ago were the result of 
close collaboration between MNR, Agriculture and Food, 
and Municipal Affairs. 


And RAght now, those same ministries, plus 
Transportation and Communications, are working 
together to help homeowners and municipalities cope 
with the problems caused by high water levels along 
the Great Lakes. 


The whole nature of resource management demands that 
kind of collaboration and discussion. Just as it 
demands give and take among user groups. That..s 
because our resources are not owned, they are shared. 


I don't know if I really thought about that, and all 
its implications, before becoming Minister.,  i’m staal 
a resource user. And like “alie-Ontartans, iulbenefit 
indirectly from the economic contribution ofita lade (our 
natural resources. 


But. now, aS Minister, I'm also responsible for 
AL LoGacind. . LeSsOUurCes,. Rnd ‘Taerealize that Jstough 
decisions are necessary in making allocations. of 
course, I don't make any decisions without consulting 
and listening -- not only to my ministry staff, bus to 
groups such as yours. 


There have been, and will be, times when ministry 
decisions won't completely cormerde with your 
individual ideas. But you can be sure that all sides 
have been considered, and every alternative weighed, 
in the decisions I'm involved in. 


I'm going to make a quick change of hats now, and take 
a few minutes to talk to you as the Minister of 
Energy. 


I also have a special feel for this ministry, having. 
been on the other side as opposition critic for 
Energy. 


As you know, the Ministry of Energy's mandate is to 
ensure that the people of Ontario have adequate 
Sp lies Of energy ==) ale a reasonable cost, and with 
minimal impact on the environment. 
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I know you people have a particular interest in the 
environmental impact and that's what I'll concentrate 
Orr teodays 


First of all, public sector energy projects undertaken 
in Ontario must do so in accordance with our two major 
pieces of environmental legislation -— the 
Environmental Protection Act and the Environmental 
Assessment Act. 


Both these acts provide £or extensive public 
participation, and the government supports this public 
input as a very valuable aspect of the energy planning 
process. ‘i 


The development of Ontario Hydro's'= conventional 
electrical power generation and distribution programs 
is governed) by this Legistation. © singpbact,atwOompuUDiIc 
hearings are under way right now regarding bulk 
transmission of electricity -- one in eastern Ontario 
and one dealing with southwest and central Ontario. 


Another environmental issue that affects Ontario Hydro 
is’ that. -of {sul phure @aloxides “emiss1OnG. ell Onmebes 
coal-burning generating stations. 


In December 1981, Hydro was ordered to reduce its acid 
gas emissions to a maximum of 260,000 tonnes of 
Sulphur dioxide, and 40,000 tonnes of nitrogen oxides 
by 1990. 


Just last December, the government ordered Ontario 
Hydro to make additional reductions. The Minister of 
the Environment announced a new sulphur’ dioxide 
emission limit of 175,000 tonnes per year by 1994. 


There are several options available to Hydro to meet 


this new level. One is the installation of wet 
scrubbers. Hydro has estimated that installing these 
scrubbers -- the most effective filtration system -- 


at approximately $5-billion. 


The government has left the choice of methods to meet 
the new regulation to Hydro. 


Of course, there are other, alternative generation 
methods -- renewable energy sources such as wind 
turbines’ andy photovoltaic Jarvayss—— options thaty look) 
attractive from an environmental standpoint. 


And these alternative methods can be economical -- 
especially for those areas of the province not 
connected to the utility grid. However, in most areas 
of the province, most alternative energy methods have 
yet to prove their competitiveness with conventional 
generation. 


a Toe 


One of the brighter lights on the energy scene these 
days is small hydro generation, and the Ministry of 
Energy is actively encouraging more small-scale 
generation projects across the province. 


Developing this domestic capacity makes good sense for 
Ontario. It will provide a secure, renewable source 
of energy, and will offer some degree of flexibility 
in meeting our future energy needs. 


It will also play a key role in Ontario's industrial 
economy. Our rapidly growing expertise in this field 
already produces most of Canada's small hydro 
equipment exports -- which amounted to some 
$14-million in 1984. 


ThemMiunictryeorseEnergy sis providing assistance to 
municipalities, public utilities and conservation 
authorities, to help them determine the feasibility of 
developing small hydro sites that are under their 
control. 


Just to finish up my remarks about energy, let me say 
that conservation -- including the more efficient use 
of energy -- is an obvious alternative energy supply 
option in our future. Through the Ministry of Energy, 
the government supports the wise and efficient use of 
energy, and will continue to Support energy 
conservation through its policies and programs. 


Romsuescalie acutnes, beginning .Of my _Calk, I fam “glad to 
have this opportunity to meet with you today. I think 
you will find we share many of the same dreams and 
GOalsurOtmethie sconscervation,. and wise yuse.,of our 
provuancial wealth of natural mesources, 


Each of you takes your responsibility as citizens 
Seriously, @or. you wouldn, & bes:hene. I commend your 
commitment, and I welcome hearing your point of view. 
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Greetings and thank you for this opportunity to 
talk about the future -- which, by the way, is a 
tricky topic. 


I know you’re all interested in the future. 
That’s where most of us plan to spend the rest of 
our lives. 


But whatever I say will lack a certain authority. 
People who talk about the future are like tour 
guides who say, "I haven’t been to this. place 
myself, but I’m sure it’s going to be wonderful." 


Actually, I think the future will be wonderful -- 
but only if we appreciate what we have. 


For one thing, we have an important forest 
industry here in Ontario. Listen to these names: 
Marathon, Smooth Rock Falls, Terrace Bay and 
Schreiber, Iroquois Falls, Red Rock and Nipigon, 
Kapuskasing, Dryden, Espanola and Fort Frances. 


Those are towns where 30 to 60 per cent of the 
local labor force depends directly on pulp and 
paper mills. 
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Then there are the towns where 30 per cent -- all 
the way up to 90 per cent -- of the local people 
work in sawmills, plywood mills and particle 
board mills. 


They include Dubreuilville, Elk Lake, Calstock, 
Mead -- those are the ninety percenters. Then we 
have Nairn, Hudson, Searchmont, White River, 
Longlac and Geraldton, Chapleau and Hearst. 


We have many northerners whose livelihood depends 
on northern forests. We also have a lot of 
southerners depending on forests. 


Surprisingly, employment in forestry products 
manufacturing is greater in the south than the 
north. Of the total number of people employed 
directly and indirectly, 58 per cent are located 
in the south, compared to 42 per cent in the 
North: In terms of value of shipments, that 
southern industry is worth $4 billion annually. 
This is about the same as the whole dairy 
products industry, or the provincial petroleum 
refining industry. 


But the south provides only 20 per cent of the 
forest industry’s raw wood supply. Theforest 
comes from here. 


So, north and south, we depend on northern 
forests. I wish more Ontarians were proud of 
thal. There’s nothing crude or simple about 
modern forest management and forest product 
manufacturing. 


We are a forest society. That has been obvious 
to me for some time because I am familiar with 
the north and have spent a lot of time up here, 
even though my home riding is Niagara. I thought 
everyone knew how important and how complex 
forest management really is. 


That’s why it has been a shock to find out -- as 
Ie etalke sto people= "not connecteda® ‘with forest 
management -- how many misconceptions there are. 


Many people know about one or two techniques, but 
few people understand forest management as a 
whole. Others really believe our forests are 
finished and that we are looking at a_ sunset 
industry. 


They are surprised when I tell them that 
Ontario’s Crown forest today 1s=- really a 
storehouse bursting with old wood? 
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Of course, there are a few spots where it is 
difficudte toistindsaytrees .ot vas «certain ssaesirea 
species or quality in the immediate area. 


But, generally speaking, in the Ontario Crown 
forest today there is an overabundance of 
harvestable trees and an even greater number of 
trees that are past the optimum age LOL 
harvesting. 


For example, in every one of the ministry’s four 
northern regions, there is an excess of black 
Spruce in the 90- to 100-year old range. 


Across the province, there is a large inventory 
of even-aged stands that have reached rotation 
age at the same time for a variety of reasons. 


Many intelligent people are worried we are 
cutting toommuch: 


I don’t think many people outside forestry 
circles realize that. If that’s true, then many 
people also don’t realize the implications. 


For instance, what happens when that old forest 
-- the one created by Mother Nature -- is finally 
depleted by not only harvesting, but fire, 
insects and disease? Will there be a new forest 
in place, one that can keep our industries 
healthy and competitive? 


Now, how many people understand that’s what we 
are facing. 


Of course, the answer to that question is "yes". 
We can and will replace the old forest with a new 
one. But it will have to be a forest planned and 
established by man. That means -- unlike natural 
forest stands -- the new forest will be expensive 
to produce. 


But properly planned, this new forest also offers 
economic advantages. Tn  thes4d 0ieeCoco0s yvearsimelc 
will take to deplete the old forest, we have a 
golden opportunity to create something more ideal 
-- a forest with shorter rotation periods, higher 
stand volumes that is closer to existing mills. 


It all depends on how well we plan. That’s why 
decisions we make today are important. The 
forest we will get in 50 years will depend on 
where we decide to cut right now and where we 
decide to regenerate intensively. 


That’s where we are today -- and why we must make 
those who don’t understand -- understand. 
Because without broad public support, we will not 
be able to plan and act effectively. 
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We certainly have a firm foundation on which to 
base our plans. The ministry has a _ good 
long-term sustained-yield production target that 
is based on demand projections. 


We also have an implementation schedule that 
tells us how many hectares to treat and how many 
treess to=eproduce ¢/tovweachieve, (our production 
target. 


And we know that the system will work, because 
the ministry has*=refined nthe implementation 
schedule. We have had 13 years experience with 
that schedule. We know what works and what 
doesn’t work. 


We have a foundation. What we have to do now is 
inject some economics into the analysis to get 
the best return on investment, because we are 
investing big dollars. And we want to get’ the 
biggest return we can possibly get. 


That’s what most people have to understand. 


If they do, they will realize our regeneration 
strategy must direct more intensive management to 
prime sites. 


Let me define what I mean by "prime sites". They 
are not necessarily the most fertile. They are 
sites where there is an optimum combination of 
characteristics. They are sites where you can 
achieve the short rotations and largest volume 
increases for the least expense. They are also 
sites that are close to existing mills and where 
some access road system already exists. 


Prime site management is an excellent approach. 
It strikes a balance between overstretching the 
supply of wood from the old forest and racing 
pell-mell to get a new forest on stream so there 
is no supply gap in about 50 years. 


What this really means is accepting the fact that 
every hectare cut should not be treated with the 
same level of forest management investment. 


Why let the forest -- as it is now -- dictate our 
every action? Let’s create our own opportunities 
and, at the same time, aim for a forest where the 
cut can be harvested in an orderly fashion? 


Let’s let industry increase its cut. We could 
utilize the mature and overmature stands that are 
on their last legs anyway. More importantly, we 
could also cut out younger low value stands, and 
replace them with high value species. 


= iS ee 
It makes economic sense. 


Concentrating on the prime sites means we will be 
able to grow more wood on less land. That will 
allow russ ito freestup  moreteforestaetorn Totner 
purposes. 


Focusing on prime sites allows us to spread our 
money wisely. We won’t be spending big money on 
POOLeSsuces: This will allow us _ to put’ those 
dollars saved into more intensive treatments to 
accelerate production on better sites. 


I believe most people will support this approach, 
because investing to get the biggest return is 
common sense. 


Adopting a prime sites approach means moving 
toward putting forest management on a more 
economic footing. 


Let’s not wait for future supply gaps to develop 
after the old forest passes on. Let’s sidestep 
tradition and start engineering the new forest 
now. 


In the northeastern region, a test program to 
pinpoint and begin converting these prime sites 
is already in high gear. 


But we are not just depending on prime sites. We 
have another weapon in our arsenal that we 
believe will change the future face of forestry. 


We can increase volume through site selection and 
stand management, but there’s a point where those 
gains -- once obtained -- cannot be increased. 


The story is different, however, when we 
progressively breed, test and select the best in 
a species and use this stock to advance even 
further. 


We can easily attain volume gains of 10 to 15 per 
cent in well-managed tree stands grown from seed 
if they are produced ina tested and _ rogued 
first-generation orchard. That’s not a_ theory, 
LEAs! arcaccs 


Another fact is that the ministry tree 
improvement program has advanced in giant leaps 
since 1980. The Ontario Tree Improvement Council 
which represents the industry and five ministry 
regions is a major player in our tree improvement 
efforts: 
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Today complete strategies are being developed for 
every species, work has begun on jack pine, and 
seed orchards are being established for both jack 
pine and black spruce. 


White pine and white spruce clonal orchards 
continue to be established. More effort is being 
devoted to the clonal propogation of black spruce 
through the rooting of cuttings. Mating and test 
designs are being developed, and changes have 
been made in the design of clonal seed orchards. 


There has been rapid change. 


As a result, by 1995 all black spruce and jack 
pine seedlings and container stock that go into 
the ground in Ontario will be from superior seed 
from seed-orchard stock. By the year 2000, the 
same will be true for white pine and white 
spruce. 


And here is something northerners should find 
interesting. We are concentrating 75 per cent of 
our provincial effort on two prime northern 
commercial species -- black spruce and jack pine. 


These commercially valuable species have great 
genetic variation which gives us more elbow room 
for improvements. 


The new forest will indeed be much different from 
the old forest -- individual trees will be 
thicKrer, taller, straighter, hardier and 
faster-growing. 


And because of our prime site approach, they will 
be easy to get to and close to the mills. 


It will also be a better forest because we will 
jealously protect our investment. We can’t plant 
Super trees and hope they survive. We have to 
tend the crop. And in the future, that’s another 
area where there will be new emphasis. 


Industry -- to the benefit of everyone -- will 
definitely be more irivolved in forest management 
in the future. There are a quarter of a million 
square kilometres of licensed forest in the 
province. Fifty-eight per cent is now under 
FMAs. By the end of the century, approximately 
70 per cent will be under agreements. 


The system of forest management that was in place 
for years is changing radically. 
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Before 1980, the government did everything -- 
except harvest. The government, although 
ultimately responsible, is now turning over much 
of the timber management operations to the 
private sector. 


The reason is’ simple. When industry assumes 
responsibility for site preparation, regeneration 
and tending, these activities are integrated with 
harvesting in’ such a” way ethat. athe overall 
management is more effective. 


In the future, government foresters will be able 
to concentrate more and more on long range 
planning, market analyses, quality control, 
ensuring we remain flexible for the future and 
administering contracts. For years we've been 
using a highly skilled group of people to make 
sure seedlings got to a site and were planted 
properly. 


That's an exaggeration -- but you see my point. 
We can use those people to better advantage. And 
we will. And we will be demanding more from 
provincial forestry staff. Foresters will have 
to know and understand more than just forestry to 
get ahead in the future. 


At the same time, the ministry will maintain the 
base skills and the information needed to 
evaluate the private sector effort through its 
continuing management of Crown management units. 
I believe we’re going to have better forests, 
better management, a better division of labor, 
more efficiency -- even superior trees -- in the 
future. 


But we are not going to achieve any of this 
without public support. 


There is no way the public will allow me -- or 
you -- to implement all the changes that are 
necessary to create a new forest unless they know 
the facts, know what’s at stake and understand 
what we are trying to do. 


But with your help, the public in the future will 
be better informed and more involved. And we 
must begin by giving them the facts. 


That’s why I released the Provincial Auditor’s 
Report on Forest Management and made sure the 
five year reviews of the first forest management 
agreements got wide distribution. 


eon 


It’s why I have asked ministry foresters to 
prepare a state-of-the-union report on _ forest 
Management, and have asked Dean Baskerville to 
review it. And I will release that information 
too. 


It is also the reason why I hope the class 
environmental assessment for Crown land timber 
management is read widely. 


The class EA gives the public great power. With 
that goes great responsibility. And that’s 
exactly what we want -- a public who feel truly 
responsible for every aspect of resource 
management. 


I’m certainly prepared to live with the results. 
I came into this job with no I0Us -- but with a 
real commitment to open government. 


What I am asking you to do -- and you have a 
personal stake in this as foresters -- is to 
start going out of your way to educate the public 
about forestry matters. 


Michael Innes, your past president, hit the nail 
on the head recently. In the magazine, 
Silviculture, he said let’s tell our story 
"simply, well, consistently, with conviction, and 
backed up by facts which can be demonstrated to 
be accurate." And; let's “do it over, and “over 
and over again." 


We desperately need a better-educated public to 
get involved and help us make the right 
decisions. If we can do that, we won’t have to 
worry about the future. 
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Thank you for your warm welcome. 


Before I really get into this speech, I. would like.to 
take a.minute to try and pay. off.part .of a big debt. 
I would like to present the OFA with a video copy of 
MNR's film, The Winter Camp. Those of you who had the 
pleasvre., of wviewing. this. film, last. night... will 
understand why we at the ministry are so proud of it. 


ieamp sare your, Organization will be able to put the 
Pie LO OGd Se . It is partial payment for the 
volume of educational material the OFA has given 
ministry staff over the years. 


Being here is a great honor for me -- in fact, you 
might say this is an historic event for both of us. 
Tiiocmeucwtie  firet  cime: an Ontario,Liberal, Cabinet 
Minister has ever had the honor of addressing the 
Ontario Forestry Association. 


But we are not complete strangers. I am already 
familiar with the OFA's dedication and its tireless 
efforts to make the public aware of the importance of 
this province's forest resources. That effort is near 
and dear to my heart and I want to talk a bit more 
about public awareness a little later on. 


First, however, I would like to tell you something 
about who I am, and what I see happening in Ontario's 
forests in the coming years, 
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I came to the Ministry of Natural Resources without 
any IOUs or predetermined plans for forest management. 
What I did bring was the determination to learn, and a 
personal commitment to ensure that this vast, 
renewable and valuable resource continues to benefit 
all Ontarians -- through jobs, economic’ growth, 
tourism and recreation. 


During these first seven months, I have been impressed 
by what I've seen and heard. I have been impressed by 
the dedication and professionalism of forestry people 
in the private sector, and in government. 


Everyone I have met is genuinely interested in 
improving our forests. 


I have also been impressed by existing programs. I'm 
speaking of the Forest Management Agreements, the tree 
improvement program, new environmental protection 
initiatives, and forestry technology research and 
development. Ontario foresters have a lot to be proud 
of. Ontario has a strong forest industry. 


In my travels around the province, I have also talked 
to people who are not involved in the forest industry. 
Thesasage thing ,s-1.\haver ifound ,#yis) thats many of these 
people are not aware of the achievements of forest 
specralists, and) whats being done to improve the 
forests for future generations. 


Some believe that Ontario is really going to run out 
of wood. Others think the forest sector is a sunset 
industry. 


Some don't realize the economic importance of the 
forest industry. Others think regeneration efforts 
have failed, and that the best prescription may be to 
drastically reduce cutting and» preserve the trees. 


You know that Ontario is not running out of wood. You 
know that in many areas of northern Ontario we have a 
problem of surplus wood. If we don't address this 
very soon, we are going to lose millions of dollars 
worth of mature and overmature wood to insects, 
disease and fire. That is why the protection of our 
forests is so important. 


You know the importance of the forest industry. You 
know that more than half of those employed either 
directly or indirectly in forest products 
manufacturing live in southern Ontario. Southern 
forest products manufacturing brings in as much as the 
entire provincial dairy products industry. 


I don't think most people have an accurate picture of 
what is happening in the forest. How can they? We've 
never told them clearly. Now is the time to correct 
these misconceptions. 
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We need to tell Ontarians that: 


® Forestry is a multi-billion dollar industry that 
we take for granted at our economic peril; 

e that this industry is productive, efficient and 
responsible; 

€ that more than 140,000 Ontarians are directly or 
indirectly employed in forestry; 

@ that many of our technologies and forest 
Management practices are being adapted by other 
jurisdictions; and that 

® Ontario has wood supplies to last for generations 
if they are managed and harvested effectively. 


We need to tell Ontarians that good forest management 
is being practised, that Ontario foresters are among 
the best in the world. 


We have to make the public more aware. I only say 
this to underline my commitment. I don't have to tell 
you people how important that is. The OFA has been 
saying things like this for years. 


You are still working hard to make the public aware of 


forestry *and “Les impor tance The theme of your 
conference this year -- Forestry, Not in My Backyard 
-- the NIMBY syndrome -- more than proves that. 


It underlines the importance of public education in 
gaining support for such things as logging and 
spraying.» Thats) why Ifmadesi it, al pointytorgetmout to 
a number of the 24 open houses the ministry held 
recently to get public reaction to our budworm and 
Gypsy moth spraying proposals. These efforts are 
vital® °-£° tthe) forestosindustry egisoe- tos econtinuca to 
develop. 


How can I best Support our mutual effort? I think the 
first Step. .is “to establisnsgampupiic datas pacemor 
accurate information about forest management. 


If people are worried about our forests, it's because 
they feel too much is being cut, that there's some 
sort of hidden agenda, that they are not getting the 
facts. 


Let's get the facts out and let people judge for 
themselves. Let's tell them what is happening, where 
we should be heading and what the options are. That 
is the only way we are going to get people interested 
and involved. And that paves the way for more public 
participation in decision-making. 


I think I've made a good start on this. Last fall, I 
asked my forestry staff to prepare a comprehensive 
report on the present’ and projected state of our 
forest resources. That report has been submitted and 
is now being reviewed by an objective third party -- 
Dean Baskerville of the University of New Brunswick. 
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Dean Baskerville will not only be poring through our 
rites, he will also” be "ground—truthing”™ ‘what’ he 
learns by reviewing the history of operations in three 
forest management units chosen at random. 


I have asked Dean Baskerville for his report by July 1 
of “this “year: That report will become’ public 
information. 


In November, I tabled in the House the Provincial 
Auditor's report on the forest management activities 
of the Ministry of Natural Resources. At the same 
time, I tabled my ministry's responses to that report. 


In the past, such a report would not have been made 
public unless the Auditor chose to include it in his 
Veaa-endmreport to tie “Legislature. We believe, 
however, that in the case of forest management, public 
disclosure is vital if*° citizens are to participate 
actively in the forest management process. 


In December, I released the results of the review of 
the first five Forest Management Agreements and I made 
sure they got wide circulation. 


The results of those reviews indicate FMAsS' have 
tremendous potential. 


I am pleased to say the ministry will be moving ahead 
with additional FMAs in the coming months. I expect 
at least two more agreements will be signed this year. 
This will bring the total number of agreements to 28, 
covering more that 60 per cent of licenced forest area 
inwontario:. I expect we will have approximately 70 
per cent of licenced lands covered when all agreements 
are in place. 


FMAS are part of a series of basic changes that will 
alter the way forests are managed in Ontario forever. 


MNR is still ultimately responsible, but MNR foresters 
are focusing on long range planning, quality control, 
and strategies to prepare the new forest that must be 
ready within 80 years. 


The physical jobs connected with managing the forest 
will be taken over by companies. We are talking about 
a major change in traditional roles. 


We are adjusting to a new way of doing things. From 
now on, we will not necessarily cut the oldest trees, 
wherever they are, follow the cut and treat every 
harvested area alike. 
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We are adopting a prime sites approach -- identifying 
those sites with the best combination of certain 
qualities. Those qualities include ability to grow 


bigger trees faster, proximity to existing mills and 
proximity to existing access roads. 


We are going to sidestep tradition and engineer a 
forest that will suit industry's needs. We are going 
for a forest that is more ideal than the one nature 
accidentally handed us. 


We won't be waiting for those prime sites to become 
available, either. We will be clearing what's on many 
of those sites so we can get a better crop growing 
now. 


I'm excited by these changes because they make sense. 
We will be attempting to do something that is very 
Similar to farming trees -- instead of being led by 
tradition and the belief every hectare deserves equal 
attention. Because of economics, there are some sites 
we may never return to. Those areas can be freed for 
other purposes. 


We will be taking advantage of advances our staff have 
made in tree improvement. By 1995, all black spruce 
and jack pine seedlings that go into the ground will 
be from superior parent trees in established seed 
orchards, By the year 2000, we will also be planting 
Super white spruce and white pine seed and seedlings 
from Similar orchards. 


Why should we settle for modest volume increases when 
we know we can get increases of 10 to 15 Der Bcent iby 
just using seed from a first generation seed orchard? 
That's just the beginning. 


These are exciting changes. But they can be held back 
by lack of public awareness and Support. That's why I 
welcome the implementation of the class environmental 
assessment for timber management activity on Crown 
land. 


The class environmental assessment provides” real 
Opportunities for public involvement in planning at 
every stage. It provides a real forum where concerns 
will have to be dealt with. 


I believe this will improve forest management and 
increase the public sense of responsibility for forest 
management. 


The class environmental assessment has already 
produced improvements. TO. prepare for “this. anew 
process, the ministry has completely reviewed and 
revised its processes for the preparation of timber 
management plans. 
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The result is the creation of a new timber management 
manual for Ontario -- a complete, up-to-date reference 
work that describes in detail how forest management 
plans must be prepared. 


The draft of the class environmental assessment for 
timber management was submitted to the Ministry of the 
Environment on December 31. I urge the OFA and its 
members to take part in any hearings that will be held 
as part of the public review. 


For the people of this province, these meetings are 
extremely important. They are a way to understand, 
and directly influence, how forest management will be 
carried out in the future. They represent one more 
stage in the public education process, and support my 
commitment to open government. 


Forest management in Ontario is undergoing a series of 
major changes. In order to adapt to those changes 
wisely, we must have an informed, involved public. 


People must understand that management is not a single 
technique; it is a multi-faceted process whose parts 
are interconnected. And they must understand that 
sometimes the common cause dictates that changes must 
be accepted -- even if they affect your backyard. 


Much@or my stalkeitoday has tfocused on thesrfuture. 
However, we must not forget that Ontarians today 
benefit from the forests because of the management 
practices developed by foresters in the past. To them 
we Owe a special debt. 


Think back to the late 1940s, when Ontario first 
considered the need for a planned approach to the 
development and utilization of the forests. At that 
time a handful of dedicated foresters were assembled 
to begin the planned development. 


TOday, melt i srae great, jhonor’ for mei to, pay special 
tribute to one of those early planners -- Dr. Walter 
Plonski, a professional forester who contributed much 
to the development and protection of forests in 
Canada. Not surprisingly, he is now affectionately 
know as the father of Ontario's forest management 
planning. 


Although he retired from public service more than 15 
years ago, we are still benefiting from his immense 
CONE DUcIOnsS to forestry. In fact, it was not long 
after I was appointed Minister that I began to hear 
about Dr. Plonski, his planning techniques, his yield 
tables and his forward thinking. 


His work in the Englehart forest area and other parts 
Ot Ontario, tollowed by the application of these 
principles in the 1950s, set the stage for the formal 
process of forest management. 


a oe 


Many of “the! benefits sthat Ontario enjoys tronmares 
forests are due to Dr. Plonski's dedication and 
concern for this province's natural resources. He is 
an inspiration to foresters and his work led to many 
improvements in our forest planning and practices. 


As Minister of Natural Resources for Ontario, I am 
proud to be here with Walter Plonski's friends, 
colleagues and admirers in paying tribute to a man who 
exemplifies the professional forester. 


In recognition of these contributions, the ministry's 
Englehart Crown Forest Management Unit will be now be 
named the Walter L. Plonski Forest. 


Dr. Plonski, that is by no means the end. We are not 
going to stop with just naming a forest after you. 


I have something here from foresters from all walks of 
life, all over the Province of Ontario. 


On behalf of the Board of Directors and members of the 
Ontario Forestry Association, I would like to present 
to you the first award of its kind ever given by the 
OFA -- the Ontario Forestry Award. 


This award will be given only to those who have made 
lasting and significant contributions to forest 
management in Ontario -- in other words, people who 
have changed history. 


I would like to read the inscription on this award: 


"From 1948 to 1970, Walter Plonski worked as 
a forester with the Ontario Department of 
Lands and Forests where he exemplified the 
highest principles of professional forestry. 
His considerable experience, coupled with 
love for his work and a warm personality, led 
to significant advances in forest management 
in the province. Fortunate were those who 
worked with him for they learned from an 
accomplished forester and teacher." 


Ladies and gentlemen, it is a pleasure for me to ask 
Walter Plonski to step forward so we can all join in 
honoring one of Ontario's, and Canada's, forest 
pioneers, 
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One of the nice things about being the Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Minister of Natural Resources is that 
I get to travel across the province and talk to people 
who share my interests. 


I come from a village called Cedar Springs, which is 
just north of Lake Erie between Rondeau Provincial 
Park and Point Pelee National Park. I'm sure you're 
almaifamiltar wirehuthisaparteeof fOntariol=—cwith? its 
varied forms of plants and wildlife. 


Having lived in this beautiful part of the province 
aldemye lufe> Dnguessieit’és not surprising thatiel, dike 
you, have a great interest in ecology and the 
preservation of nature. 


I was trained as a botanist and horticulturalist, and 
have spent most of my life as a farmer. Now as a 
politician, I'm happy to have the opportunity to help 
influence government policy -- especially as it 
affects owr natural resources. 


Icom: proudytof 4 thelieimportantolworkt theeMinistry \of 
Natural Resources is doing. I'd like to talk to you 
this evening about some of our initiatives that affect 
you. 


Bubpetrrsteikid Shikeyto commendiyothands your sister 
clubs across Ontario for the help you've given the 
ministry over the years. 
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I'm thinking of the valuable input we've had from you 
and other naturalists in preparing two ‘of our most 
important initiatives in recent years -- ‘our 
Guidelines for Wetlands Management and our District 
Land Use Guidelines. 


Your written suggestions and your participation in our 
open houses have helped us establish what we feel are 
useful blueprints for the future. 


As you know, the wetlands guidelines are designed to 
be incorporated into the Offieral plans of 
municipalities. We expect they'll become mandatory 
under the Planning Act within two years. 


And of course you're all familiar with the District 
Land Use Guidelines which led, among other things, to 
the doubling of our provincial park system. 


You may recall that our District Land’ Use Guidelines 
identified 155 proposed provincial parks. So far, 104 
of these parks have been regulated -- including the ll 
new parks along the Niagara Escarpment. We expect the 
rest of the parks will be regulated within the next 
year or so. 


We've created these parks to safeguard even more of 
Ontario's resources for the future. We plan to keep 
these new parks in as natural a state as possible. 


In fact, more than half of them -- including seven of 
the 11 along the escarpment -- are classified as 
Nature Reserves. To protect these special sites, 


trails and tlookouts “are = carefully “placed and no 
development is permitted. 


I know many of you are especially interested in the 
latest news on Forks of the Credit Provincial Park. 
First of all, I want to say that we are pleased with 
the results of our open house last November on the 
draft management plan. I'd like to thank those of you 
who took part. 


We are still waiting for comments from the Town of 
Caledon -- and expect them in the very neer future. 


Although the specifics haven't been worked out yet, I 
can give you a general idea of what we expect at this 
park. 


Forks of the Credit will continue to be a day-use park 
centred around activities like hiking and 
cross-country skiing. One of the things we'd like to 
Joe iseesmprove: sparking "and “vehicle access. In 
addition, we hope to have a total of 14 kilometres of 
trans eine the "park’\--“Sand *possibly a foot bridge 
across the river. 
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We expect to have the park management plan completed 
by the end of March. Once again, I'd like to thank 
you for your help in preparing a master plan for this 
spectacular site. 


As for the Willoughby property adjacent to the park, I 
can bring you,up to date .on the.latest developments. 
Last month, Bert Willoughby and the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation reached an agreement concerning this 
40-hectare parcel of land. 


As you know, most of this land has been generously 
donated by Mr. Willoughby —- part of it, will be sold 
to the foundation. This arrangement will be finalized 
next month, at a meeting of the foundation's board of 
directors. 


After this final’ “stamp Of “approval, sthesontar1o 
Heritage Foundation will meet with all interested 
parties -- including the ministry -- to decide how the 
property will be used, and who will manage it. Both 
the Town of Caledon and the Credit Valley Conservation 
Authority have expressed an interest in this parcel of 
land. 


If you are interested in participating in discussions 
on the future of the Willoughby property, I urge you 
to contact the Credit Valley Conservation Authority or 
the Ontario Heritage Foundation. 


I*'mi afraid» Ie:dont have..as much gnews sons tie 7Cox 
property -- a smaller piece of land next to Forks of 
theeCrediticrovinciads Park. SASIVOU may. KNOW, Cle 
ministry declined to purchase this site because it is 
separated from the park by a railway line. However, 
next month, the Ontario Heritage Foundation will 
decide whether it will purchase this property and, if 
so, who will manage it. 


While I'm on the topic of interesting parcels of land, 
T* ‘would’ “Like 9 to tell Myou ys about. isi tes iwemshave 
designated as areas of natural and scientific 
interest. 


Our Distric: Land Use Guidelines identified more than 
600 of these areas across the province. More than 
half of them are on private lands. What we're trying 
to do is find ways to protect the” anteresting 
geological or ecological features of these areas. 


We've identified two outstanding areas of natural and 
scientific interest in your area. 


Sw Aa 


One of them is the Iroquois Shoreline Woods in 
Oakville. This forested area located on a ridge was 
once the shoreline tof glacial Lake’ -Lroquois;,- the 
forerunner of Lake Ontario. You can see _ this 
interesting stretch of geological history if you look 
north as you drive along the QEW, by the Ford plant. 


We're currently working with the Town of Oakville, 
which. owns part of this site, to find ways to keep it 
as natural as possible. 


phe second area of natural and scientific interest 
we've identified in your area is the 
21-square-kilometre Halton Forest, north of Milton and 
Campbellville. 


times marearis: particularly TmMpOw tat because it is 
large, relatively undisturbed and close to an area 
that's developing rapidly. In the months and years 
ahead, we hope to work with you, private landowners 
and others to explore ways of protecting this forest 
and its unique values. 


Te_snould ~atsow add “that thes Ministry "of~ Natural 
Resources is also one of the participants in the World 
Wildlife Fund's Carolinian Canada project. As you 
know, tis: proj ect "1s “aimed at» curbing losses fof 
critical habitats for endangered plants and animals in 
the Carolinian Region. 


While I'm on the topic of conservation, I would like 
to spend a few moments to clarify some current 
misconceptions about our conservation authorities. 


Some naturalists have suggested that there's been a 
recent change in the role of the conservation 
authorities. And I know some of you are concerned 
about some mnon-water management activities being 
carried out by our CAs. 


First, of all, = “would *like to stress ‘that there has 
been no change in the mandate of our conservation 
authorities. Their first and foremost responsibility 
is water management -- flood and erosion control, 
protecting life and property, and wetland 
preservation. 


Their secondary responsibility continues to _ be 
managing the resources on their lands. Managing the 
forests, fisheries, wildlife, environmentally 
sensitive areas, and outdoor recreation. 


As you know, some of our CAs, especially those near 
Metropolitan Toronto, have recently become more 
involved in recreation development. This Tis Gin 
response to growing needs in the area. 
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I want to make it clear that, under The Conservation 
Authorities Act, recreation projects are entirely 
within the mandate of the CAs. 


I know there's some concern about the private sector 
becoming involved in some of these projects. Well, in 
these .days of tight budgets and fiscal restraint, such 
partnerships with the private sector are essential. 
Quite simply, much of this work wouldn't get done 
without that influx of private capital. 


Incidentally, before CAs can lease land to private 
interests, the CAs must get approval from Cabinet and 
obtain input from the affected municipalities. So 
there are controls in place to ensure that the 
conservation authorities operate within the best 
public interest. 


There,are also-opportunities,£or public@inpuc. ee ur aVou 
want to have some say in how these public lands are 
managed, I urge you to do so. Appear before the 
members Of «.a@ .CAl OF One. Of, Altsmadvisouympoarcs, 
Contact the CA representative appointed by your 
council. Speak. £EOe.VOUT mun cipal counciis. You can 
also write the Minister of Natural Resources’ to 
express concern about a specific CA decision. 


The one thing our government is stressing is a firm 
commitment to openness. 


We want you to know that you are indeed an important 
part of our decision making process. We want you to 
Know that your suggestions and concerns are heard and 
respected. 


We know you have a lot of good ideas, and that you're 
very mucn concerned with the future of the resources 
in this area -- and across the province. 


We at the Ministry of Natural Resources share that 
concern. We want to make the best resource management 


decisions possible -- and we can do that best with 
your help. 

Your efforts to date -- with our wetlands and land use 
guidelines and many other initiatives -- have been 


very much appreciated. I hope we can work even more 
closely together in the future. 
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Thank yYou7 for” this opportunity. I have been looking 
LOrmiare consents -OCCaSION Lor some time now” for T 
recognize that the OFIA is one of the most important 
clients MNR has in assisting us in making sound 
resource management decisions. 


I see this podium as the place to be if you want to 


break some new ground in forest management. And 
that's exactly what I want to do in the coming months 
and years. 


tpevenc co); do that “even chough I “know that. trying ,to 
implement what you believe in is not always possible. 


Sometimes you have to assess the options, choose the 
Destmand GO With sit... That doesn't mean, you stop 
trying to achieve what you think is best. 


During January, my ministry held a series of open 
houses throughout Ontario to gather public reaction to 
the ministry's proposed spray program. Those 
proposals called for the selected use of chemical 
insecticide in remote areas where budworm infestation 
was particularly virulent. 


Our latest count showed that 1,590 people attended the 
20 open houses in northern Ontario, and that 1,030 
people filled in comment sheets. Of those people, 80 
per cent approved our proposed spray program, four per 
cent wanted a program that was broader than the one 
proposed, 13 per cent wanted only a biological 
insecticide used, and three per cent wanted no 
Spraying at all. 
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We had good support for the proposed program in the 
affected areas -- and I think we should all be happy 
about that. Tt, Was: a strong signal that those who 
took the trouble to listen to the case being made by 
the ministry and industry understood the urgency, what 
wast @ate stake “and, thev’bdalanced: ’ program that > was 
proposed. 


I, believe, “in thet*years*to®icome,. that «support; «will 
remain. 


Givens that. the. government wWaso in ithe midstiof a 
consultative process, I appreciate the participation 
of the public and industry in that consultationi.? We 
wanted that public consultation process to run its 
course. Ltrs reguettable, but othat option hasibdeen 
taken» £roMm us’. Dhat | soetine ered lit ooLvasminomity 
government. 


It became obvious yesterday in the Legislature that 
the government would not get the support of the House 
for a program that included chemical insecticides. 


That is why we have decided to use only a biological 
insecticide in the 1986 aerial spraying program to 
fight budworm and gypsy moth. 


I would have liked to have delayed this announcement 
until today so you would have been the first to hear 
atte But I needed to act quickly yesterday to ensure 
we had a program. 


I want to explain for a moment what I mean by that. 
Them Orticival Opposition. (om Conservative Party) was 
prepared to hold the Government's legislative program 
hostage on the issue of chemical spraying, and they 
were prepared to withhold support for any spraying 
program. 


I have some sympathy for the fact you believe that a 
combination of biological and chemical sprays is the 
best alternative in the more severely infested areas. 


However, the biological insecticide is effective. It 
works. We should also remember that it will be used 
in an aerial spray program three times larger than any 
previous program, including that implemented by the 
previous government last year. 


We do not have the option of implementing the exact 
program we proposed, but we do have a program that 
will be far-reaching and effective. 


Our consultation program itself has been effective. 
Through it, we have made significant gains in making 
the public aware of industry's needs. We have also 
gained support and acceptance for a massive protection 
program. 


- 3- 


That is real progress in an area where it is hard to 
achieve gains in public awareness. 


You realize most people outside forestry circles don't 
appreciate what we have here in Ontario. They don't 
really understand how complex forest management is. 
There is no sense that Ontario is one of the world's 
great forest regions, that our foresters are 
world-class and that we are a forest society. 


Many people are convinced Ontario is running out of 
wood, that you people all work for a sunset industry. 
Others believe all forest regeneration efforts have 
failed. 


Somebody has to tell these people that forestry got 
this! sprovincersfon «its efiset;) 1ta bul ltw chet rst sroad- 
and schools and public facilities, and it helped open 
UD (Cne anor ti. 


Somebody has to get across the message that -- today 
-- more than 140,000 people are employed directly and 
indirectly in forest products manufacturing. Somebody 
has to broadcast the fact that more than half of those 
people can be found working -- not in northern Ontario 
-- but in southern Ontario. I wonder how many people 
realize that? 


Or how about the fact that the southern Ontario forest 
products industry -- in terms of value of shipments -- 
rivals the whole provincial dairy products industry? 
OG, EOE that matter, the provincial petroleum 
resources industry? 


People ‘also: don ‘ut tappreciates- the good. jobsetocest 
industry people are doing. They don't appreciate how 
committed you sare, swhat. you, contribute ¥ to, this 
province -- aside from jobs. 


Every year, the forest industry provides $60-million 
in revenue through direct taxes and fees. It pays 
one-third of the cost of managing Crown land forests, 
and one-half the $3-million annual cost of maintaining 
the province's Forest Resources Inventory. 


Yet the serious misconceptions remain. To some people 
these misconceptions have been repeated so often, they 
are now regarded as fact. 


The biggest misconception has to be that Ontario is 
running out of wood. Yet, as you know, we have a wood 
surplus right nowsin) thi'sa province: 


Granted, there are a few areas where we may have to go 
further to get certain species of a certain size. 
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But, generally speaking, in the Ontario Crown land 
forest today there is an overabundance of harvestable 
trees, and an even greater number of trees that are 
past the optimum age for harvesting. 


That's the kind of thing that struck me when I became 
minister. WE MOUG IA OURCAT DOnt, oO was kinds. of 
efforts to tell our story properly, we have still come 
up short. 


But we have to keep on trying because’ forest 
management in this province is changing rapidly. And 
many of these changes require public support if they 
are to be implemented smoothly. 


micwapubivc Gwililgenot’ supportiiusrart wtney,carealinot 
informed and _ involved. That “means that public 
awareness and public involvement are keys to the 
bucures 


Here is what I see happening. 


The old natural forest that we have always depended on 
is declining, however this forest will continue to 
supply ample wood for industry well into the next 
century. The long-term challenge we face is making 
sure there is a new forest in place when the old 
natural forest is depleted. I might add that the old 
forest is disappearing because of fire, disease and 
insects -- as well as harvesting. 


That new forest must be on line within 50 years. Lt 
will have to be planned and established largely by 
man. It will be an engineered forest, and that means 
the new forest will be expensive. 


We can do it because we have targets based on demand 
projections and an implementation schedule we have 
refined over a period of 14 years. We know what 
works, and what doesn't. 


We also know that we must make the most o£ our 
investment. 


Properly planned, the new forest will provide 
substantial return to industry. We c&an place it 
Closer to mills, on tertile ‘sites that wil baltliow 
shorter rotations and increased volumes. We can place 
it in areas where access road networks have already 
been established. 


This @tsrsthe “prime= site approach, “and* it¥*is'-the 
approach my ministry has adopted. We are focusing our 
investment of regeneration dollars in those areas that 
will produce the best return for the investment. At 
the same time, we are engineering a forest that is 
tailor-made for industry. 


aa ie 


We are injecting more economics into our system of 
managing Ontario's forests. We' Garc, DUCtIng= Torestry 
On a more business-like footing. 


But we are not just depending on prime sites. We have 
another weapon in our arsenal -- the gains that are 
possible through genetic improvement of the seed and 
seedlings that will create the new stands on prime 
sites. 


Forest managers can increase volumes by using prime 
Sites, but genetic gain goes much further. By using 
seed from a first-generation seed orchard foresters 
can immediately obtain volume increases ranging from 
LOetOslSsper cent. 


Because of rapid advances in our tree improvement 
program in the past six years, the ministry is now 
committed to several initiatives. 


By 1995, all black spruce or jack pine seedlings used 
in regeneration of prime Sites will be From 
genetically improved parent stock in seed orchards. 
By, the year 2000)..only genetically improved white 
spruce and white pine will be used in the regeneration 
of these sites. 


That is only a start. We will be working with many 
groups to adapt scientific knowledge for practical 
purposes. 


For example, five of your member companies and five of 
Our regions are working together through the Ontario 
Tree Improvement Council to ensure that the 
Operational tree improvement programs will de 
developed to produce genetically improved seed as 


quickly and effectively as possible. 


At the same time, we must deal aggressively with our 
Surplus wood. For the next 20 to 40 years, depending 
on markets, we will increase cutting in mature and 
overmature stands to prevent the waste of millions of 
dollars worth of timber. 


We will direct some of this surplus, whenever it is 
reasonable, to facilities that alteady exist, but are 
not being fully used. 


We do not believe this is something that can be done 
unilaterally and without proper input and 
consideration from all who may be affected. I am 
therefore pleased that a small group of your people 
and. Ministrys staff Jwilel sshortlyebe  Lookingseateens 
matter. of depléetion=s.calculatcion, allocation = and 
surplus. 


- 6 - 


In many areas, the government will also allow the 
cutting of younger stands that are located on prime 
sites where more valuable, higher volume stands could 
be intensively managed and grown. 


I am describing major changes in the way we approach 
forest management. But government will not be able to 
effect these changes alone. We will need the help and 
Supportiiof industry -—— a continuation of a long and 
productive partnership. 


My ministry continues to rely on your advice and 
suggestions about forest management. 


Several examples of our strong partnership come to 
mind. The development of a budworm spray program to 
protect our forests is only one. 


FMAS are another. Forest Management Agreements are 
part of a series of basic changes that will alter the 
way forests are managed in Ontario forever. 


MNR is still ultimately responsible, but MNR foresters 
ace Locusing on. Long: range planning, “quality control, 
and strategies to prepare the new forest that must be 
ready within 80 years. 


The physical jobs connected with managing the forest 
will be taken over by companies. We are talking about 
a major change in traditional roles. 


We are adjusting to a new way of doing things. From 
now on, we will not necessarily cut the oldest trees, 
wherever they are, follow the cut and treat every 
harvested area alike. 


Some industry representatives have expressed concern 
about the government's commitment to the FMA program. 
In December, I released the results of the review of 
the first five Forest Management Agreements. The 
results of those reviews indicate FMAs continue to 
have tremendous potential and are proceeding well. 


We are very pleased with the results of these reviews 
and I want to take this opportunity to re-affirm our 
commitment to this program. 


Moreover, we intend to sign two more FMAs this year. 
This means that by the end of 1986 there will be 28 
agreements in place covering more than 60 per cent of 
licenced forest areas in Ontario. 


FMAsS are changing the face of forestry in Ontario -- 
For the better. They are giving us more efficient 
timber management by involving those who harvest in 
all the “activities. 
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When I talked about our prime sites approach, 
accelerated cutting, and injecting economics into the 
analyses, I told you government can't do it alone. We 
need your help. But, it is also essential to have 
another partner -- the public. 


POY cthatesceason, the other major direction the 
government gis takings 1S Seineethes areas OlLemsDUba ac 
awareness. 


As I said earlier, it seems to me that there has been 
as: generalasfatlure ,to™ tell Pihese story Bote forest 
management simply, well and consistently. What's 
needed is a broad-based, comprehensive program that 
involves everyone connected to forest management. 


I know about the fine public awareness programs that 
individual companies have initiated -- for example, 
the work being done by Abitibi-Price and E.B. Eddy, 
just to mention two. 


To me, public awareness is the key to our success in: 
the future -- success in everything from protecting 
the forest to making sure your companies prosper. 


It will be an uphill struggle, too, because as one 
spokesman for industry has already pointed out 
recently -- the bad news arrived before the good news. 


I believe the place to start is with the facts about 
forest.management. I want to go back and rebuild the 
foundation upon which public attitudes to forestry 
rest. 


That's why we released the provincial auditor's report 
on forest management and my ministry's response to 
that) report. That's why I made sure the FMA review 
was released in the legislature and got wide 
CiALciw lat Lome 


That's why I implemented a complete report on the 
State of Ontario's forest resources, today and in the 
future. 


That report will be reviewed by Gordon Baskerville, 
Dean of the Faculty of Forestry at the University of 
New Brunswick. That review and my ministry's report 
will be made public. So will the on-site studies Dean 
Baskerville is undertaking in selected forest 
management units that he will choose at random. 


We need public input and involvement in the decisions 
affecting forest management. And we can only have 
public involvement and support if the people of 
Ontario have the facts and believe they have the true 
picture. 
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Not only must the misconceptions about forest 
management be corrected. But the public must also be 
provided the opportunity to take part in the forest 
management decision-making process. 


To that end, my ministry has submitted the class 
environmental assessment £OG timber management 
Aelia tye One Crown land. to, othe. Manister,. of. ,the 
Environment. It is now being reviewed by the Ministry 
of the Environment and I expect public hearings will 
begin later this year. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources has already begun to 
implement the principle outlined in the class 
environmental assessment through the application of 
the new Timber Management Planning Manual. 


The Timber Management Planning Manual provides formal 
SUPOLCUDAL Less lO tne, DUDLILCG and all uwsers. of Crown 
land resources to be involved in the preparation and 
review of timber management plans. 


Forest managers, both in government and industry, are 
much more conscious about environmental concerns these 
days. But the class environmental assessment and our 
new Timber Management Planning Manual makes ita 
formal part of their job. 


As you know, up to now the primary legislative basis 
for timber management activity in Ontario has been the 
Crowne limper sACt. . in “fucure,. plans approved in 
accordance with the Timber Management Planning Manual 
will not. onlyscomply with! «the: Crown).Timber (Act; but 
must also formally comply with the Environmental 
Assessment Act. 


What will be the long term results of implementing 
this new procedure? I sincerely believe that years 
from now, we will look back and say that was the point 
when things began to change, when forest management 
ceased to have ‘suchy al polarizing” effect.» on our 
society. 


I also hope it will mark the start of a time when more 
and more Ontarians began to realize their identity is 
tied to the forests, when they accepted the fact they 
are part of a forest society, a fact that is far more 
apparent in European countries than it is in Canada. 


Wesare a LOrest society. sOntario's story is a forest 
SbOry. Just 100k at our history “books. "Or, look at a 
recent = t11me produced =by my ministry “that really 
describes the roots of that strong forest tradition. 
It's called The Winter Camp and will be shown later 
this afternoon. 


=< (Oi 


I think you'll probably want to see it more than once. 
So I've come prepared. I am presenting the OFIA with 
Lts, Own- vVadeo %conyv., Lltes “arasmaklevoken 8ot fot 
appreciation for all the help and advice you have 
given MNR over the years. 


I wish everyone in Ontario had the opportunity to see 
thish brim. Understanding our roots is the starting 
point for increasing public awareness, involvement and 
Support. 


We need public support to meet the challenges of the 
future. We need an informed public -- one that 
understands the goals of forest management activities. 


I can hope for a day -- and we all should -- when the 
majority of Ontarians believe that the goals of 
government, industry, sand sche “public are not ronmiy 
reconcilable, but are the same. 
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I want to thank all CLA members for this opportunity 
ancetnts nonor. ihe CLAY is ‘one of the most important 
forest resources groups in Canada. Iie Vou, are a 
resources Deputy Minister, this convention is the 
place to be. 


I am also conscious’ of the long history of 
co-operation between your organization and the Ontario 
government. We grew up together. The year you began 
-- 1907 -- was the year forestry in Ontario began, 
Wiel “the creation of our first forestry school at “the 
University of Toronto. 


For more than three-quarters of a century, we've 
enjoyed a tradition of accomplishing things together. 
The "ministry svook’s forward* to many more years “of 
working constructively together. 


We have a good partnership. We accomplish a lot. At 
the same time, even when working closely together, it 
is not always possible to achieve everything we want. 
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In that vein, let me share with you some information 
about our 1986 aerial spraying program in Ontario, 
which you have no doubt read about in the news in the 
Paste COUDLe (OL say Ss 


Pmciinke «the best way to “approach this i's "to ‘quote 
directly from parts of a speech my Minister, Vincent 
Kerrio, made yesterday to the Ontario Forest 
Industries Association. Quote: 


"Wwe have decided to use only a biological insecticide 
in the 1986 aerial spraying program to fight budworm 
and gypsy moth. 


The "Otrficial= Opposition was» prepared’ to "hold sthe 
Government's legislative program hostage on the issue 
OL ePCiemical. “spraying, ana they “were: *prepared= ito 
withold support for any spraying program. 


Te naver some sympathy sor “the "fact “you believe that a 
combination of biological and chemical sprays is the 
best alternative in the more severely infested areas. 


However, the biological insecticide is effective. It 
works. We should also remember that it will be used 
in an aerial spray program three times larger than any 
Previous program, = including "that implemented ™ by the 
previous government last year." Unquote. 


fedon' ts have torte you that, wee both trying to 
protect a multi-pilJion dollar resource with our 
protection program. I think we can take some comfort 
im tne, constttation process. 


Weatiac tremendous support trom the public’ for ‘our 
spray program in the affected areas. We should all be 
happy about that. ThempubD ULC Oot Involved and is 
starting to become more aware of the urgency, just 
Wiet@elo atwctake rand they came tothe “ald*of the 
Pousti ies, that mean so =much to then "anenorthern 
Ontat 10% 


That, in itself, is a major achievement 


Now, in 1986, let me outline scme other ministry 
Polrevesmthnat,  f wrist, Wilt, continue to ‘strengthen 
Our partnership. 


These policies are aimed at making more wood 
avaitleples increasing profit stability and’ “improving 
Publ IoG. awareness Of -—-—= and’ support “for-°+= your 
industry. Tie forest ‘estate’, “itself; “wrll also-'be 
managed more intensively and more effectively. 
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The ministry believes the generally depressed markets 
of the past few years will gradually improve. There 
willonot, be a dramatic .sunge., Bute chnings _shoudd 
siowly get better if wovernmentsdoccs ts part, and 1 © 
industry maintains productivity and continues’ to 
improve and modernize. 


It is also essential to maintain the partnership that 
has been developed between government and the CLA over 
the years. 


As you know, Ontario is not suffering from a general 
lack “ot wood. In--all four. 6f our snorthern Ureqions, 
there is an excess of softwood in the* 100-year plus 
classes. 


Across the province, there is a large inventory of 
even-aged stands that have reached or surpassed 
rotation, age (at. the (same) fime,eerormra va Gilciymro o 
reasons. 


ASa ae CESUlt,, for the, next) 720. to40 wears, .Ontarioue 
policy will be to utilize as many of these stands as 
possible. Al SO; .1.t) Lis 4OUL pol cv tomdinectmtine se 
surpluses, whenever possible, to facilities such as 
sawmills and others that already exist, but are not 
being fully used. 


The ministry has just begun to implement this policy. 
And we will continue to steer this extra wood your way 
for what we believe will be many years to come. 


We are aware of the problems, EXTS tings eunwon 
agreements, for instance, can prevent the free 
movement of such Surpluses. 


We, are, also, aware ,that half of the tree length swinds 
Up, as, eltherchips or roundwood, and = thate sawmills 
depend on sales of this material to pulp mills. And, 
unfortunately, there 1s a glut lof material ein the 
fibre market. 


The other problem, sof wcourse,eiecmaccess. A good 
percentage of the. surplus material ready for rotation 
is -- in some cases -- more than ready. But it is not 


located near sawmills or access road networks. 


We are talking here about Surplus mature and 
Oovermature stands. But there may also be younger 
stands. closer.to,/ markets that will) have to be. cut. as 
part..of another policy “the “ministry. 1s. beginning: to 
implement. 


That policy is the prime sites approach to forest 
management. Prime forest sites are those which 
provide the best combination of four elements -- fast 
growth, increased volumes, proximity to mills, and 
access to nearby road systems. 
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What we are doing now is injecting more economics into 
our forest production program. We are identifying our 
prime sites, and will put our best effort into them. 


We have already begun to identify these sites in 
northeastern Ontario. Wherever possible, we will be 
harvesting mature stands on these sites and replanting 
with commercially valuable species that will be 
managed intensively. 


This policy of not waiting, of engineering the new 
forest by converting the stands on prime sites, will 
also provide more raw material for your industry. 


Prime sites are not the only way we plan to increase 


PLOGUCELON: We will be using improved seed and 
seedlings. By (1995 ~neweeewill.«-be.rplanting. only 
genetically improved black spruce and jack pine on 
prime sites. By the year 2000, every white spruce and 


white pine seedling used to regenerate a cutover will 
also be genetically improved on these sites. 


Productive sites can increase wood volumes -- but only 
tOmeas POU. Genetic gains can take you far beyond 
thaty -podné:. Thegsthirst. timestseed froma first— 


generation seed orchard is used, the volume gain can 
perasnmucheasel0jtoalbSwper cent, 


Larger, straighter trees also provide better quality 
lumber. The improvements, of course, increase with 
each succeeding step in a breeding program. 


AnOehererepolircyss these ministry’ piss) pursuing »is “the 
improvement of hardwood forests in the Algonquin 
Region, ~and in parts of eastern and northeastern 
Ontario. 


EVEteenmyearsiiage,egthe Oministry Seb? out \to rebuild 
those forests damaged by highgrading in the past. We 
focused on valuable: species, ‘particularly maple, 
yellow birch, oak, basswood and cherry. 


Our selective cutting program removed poorer quality 
material to free up the growth of good material. 
Those forests have improved significantly. 


The short-term good news for your industry is that we 
wiil soon be entering those stands again to begin a 
second improvement cut. That will provide more 
hardwood for the lumber industry. 


We will be removing better quality material than our 
first improvement cut produced. The long term good 
news is that those hardwood forests will continue to 
improve in quality. 


cae 


As a result, ‘you can expect to see better “and better 
_ material coming your way in the future. 


The ministry is also pleased with the results of the 
Pasta review of the rersu Forest Management 
Agreements that began in 1980. Compared to work done 
on the same sites in the previous five years, industry 
made significant increases in regeneration and 
tending. 


More than half the licenced area in the province is 
under FMAs. In time, approximately 70 per cent will 
be under FMAs. 


While FMAs have provided us with a new and valuable 
means of forest management, MNR is still the agency 


that is ultimately responsible. But because companies 
are taking over the on-site work -- and doing a good 
job -- MNR foresters can now devote more time to long 


range planning, market analyses and quality control. 


We now have the time to plan the kind of forests you 
will need to compete in the international market in 
the future. 


Thats ‘a’ benefits Thier other Sqood@inewsavitss that 
Sawmillers are now getting involved in the FMA 
program. Two companies -- Malette and the Dubreuil 
brothers -- signed agreements last year. This year, 


operators around Hearst) )"wibin® ber entering inte 
agreements. 


This new development is proof that the sawmilling 
industry has matured. 


The ministry believes there are at least two or three 
other sawmilling companies -- maybe more -- that will 
be ~able to “take -on eagreements * wand Stheyrmajyor 
responsibility for most forest management activities. 


Another major policy that has affected -- and will 
continue to affect -- the lumber industry is Ontario's 
policy of indexing Crown dues. 


That policy began in 1978. At that time, independent 
Sawmillers were paying more than integrated pulp and 
paper companies for, say, a cubic metre of jack pine 
== $2.25 'compared= tO 7S T.96. 


When double indexing began in April of 1984, however, 
Sawmills were paying $2.85 for a cubic metre of jack 
pine, compared to $3.19 being paid by integrated pulp 
and paper companies. 


In the last quarter of 1985, independents were paying 
significantly -less™=— "S320, compared to ss.76 a cubic 
metre. The system has worked in your favor. 


- 6 - 


And we think it's a good system because it helps your 
industry stay responsive to shifts in the market. 


Very briefly, I would like to mention a few other 
policies that also have a bearing on the health of the 
lumbering industry. 


In addition to an increased forest protection program, 
MNR has also been implementing policies that make our 
own internal organization more efficient -- policies 
such as integrated resource management, or IRM. 


By integrating resource management, stati eine’ all 
program areas check all plans with their colleagues. 
That means not only forestry staff are aware of your 
NWecder =o) alle starfl are, trom fire management to 
biologists. 


Our approach to forestry has also changed. The focus 
has tended to be on the number of trees planted to 


replace trees cut. The emphasis is now on all stages 
of forest production -- tree improvement, site 
preparation, regeneration, and tending. Planting 


trees, for instance, will not produce a forest if 
those young trees go into unprepared ground and are 
not tended carefully. 


I have saved a major new ministry program untid wast 
-- because it's a program we are asking all forest 
user groups to take part in. 


The ministry is embarking on a major public awareness 
programeto .,drspele the misconceptions that have been 
repeated so often that they are now accepted as fact 
by many people. 


We've begun by setting the record straight and making 
Sure wall majort reports: on «forest management get wide 
diSe re our Ons That is why we released the Ontario 
provincial auditor's report on forest management, and 
the deputy minister's reply to the concerns raised in 
that report. 


We also released. the five-year reviews of the first 
FMAs that were signed, and have called for an 
independent audit of a report on the present and 
projected state sof sour province's forests. That 
report and the audit by one of Canada's most respected 
forestry specialists, Dean Gordon L. Baskerville of 
the University of New Brunswick, will also be made 
publ ve. 
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We are releasing this information because the public 
has to know the facts to become involved in forest 
management decision-making. WIERD aeti acon tk Linder 
involvement, we will get the support we need to ensure 
forests are managed properly and that industry 
prospers. And we will get the best possible 
decisions. 


The Ontario government believes its policies serve 
your industry, theme Dublac interest and forest 
management well. I know we can count on your support 
to implement these policies. Let's both make sure we 
also have the public's understanding and support. 


-30- 


Ministry of Ministere des 


Natural Richesses 
: Resources naturelles 
Ontario CALGN 
ef of 


REMARKS BY 


THE HONOURABLE VINCENT G. KERRIO 
ONTARIO MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


AT THE 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
ONTARIO FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS 


AT THE 
SKYLINE HOTEL, TORONTO 


FEBRUARY 21, 1986 
9 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


As delivered by Mary Mogford, Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Natural Resources 


ee 


I'm going to begin my remarks by telling you about some 
of the adventures I've had in the outdoors. 


T know ‘you'care! interested in fishing and hunting 


stories. When I saw you had set aside a whole hour £or, 
my ministry, I was pleased. Wy ceeg Ot wale kinds) OF 
Steries: 


fetoatmedo+ back toemays, when "I "was ay young rascal, 
Pacino’ form black bass) at» Turkey Point and tagging 
along with my father on his trapline. 


Oaltcantidap Yinto mysimemories (of fish PNG alieovier 
foanadas—-— Goals. Lake,» the Pacific Coast, and any place 
you want to hear about in Ontario. This province has 
some of the best fishing anywhere, and I've sampled 
MOS ts Of: its. 


Buteslevemcqot other= things, Prmust discuss with you 
today. I'm going to tell you just one story. If you 
want to hear some more, catch me later. 


This story is about a moose hunt, up north of Mattice, 
15 miles back in the woods. Our guide was a trapper. 
So before we left on our hunt, he took us all around 
hiciltrapline, snapping all the traps so that he could 
leave them. 


Wee wentitout Wonwecross-country skis’that his grandfather 
had made by hand. This was an old-fashioned winter 
moose hunt. And we had the right guide. That man knew 
more about the bush and the animals in it than anyone I 
ever met before. 
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We stayed at his house, a real homestead out itigecue 
werent siferleven had sactrap door  insthe® floor that led 
down to an underground spring. When he left that house 
in the winter, he put his vegetables down there so they 
wouldn't freeze. 


When scame Nomes-tromsthat hunt, I,sfelt, like Tocuunac 
one of the great experiences of my life. My points 
that because I had gone moose hunting, I'd seen and 
done things that I might never have experienced 
otherwise. 


I know that you people, as anglers and hunters, must 
feel the same way. Your lives are richer because you 
participate with nature. You are blessed with 
experiences that other people do not have. 


we Std im han ne source yusen-. But since I've become 
Minister of Natural Resources, I've changed the way I 
think about our resources. Now I'm not just a resource 
user. I'm responsible for managing our natural 
resources. 


Pesometimess feel bike-ablottery winner in’ the middle of 
a family reunion. Everybody around me has at least two 
requests for help, and three serious concerns about how 
I should spend the money. I never knew I had so many 
close, personal friends interested in my welfare. 


BUtE your! moice:a-— pihéegvoice of pa, true Oldie rLeng. == 
comes through very clearly. You state your positions 
in well-presented briefs such as your recent messages 
on muskies and lake trout. 


i lrstens ‘to wou And there are a number of occasions 
when the MNR takes actions that you recommend. In the 
past year; for example, the new Hunter's Guide, an 
excelent book, was. the product: of rour co-operation. 


And there are times when our decisions don't completely 
coincide with your ideas. Last year, we listened to 
your recommendations on mandatory hunter orange. We 
compromised. Wiilewewe fdkdn uc 9 make hunter, orange 
mandatory, we are working with you to promote the use 
Ot put’ In addition, we carried out a field survey to 
determine the level of use of hunter orange by hunters. 
We also asked hunters what they thought about wearing 
hunter orange. 


I'm sure there will be tough decisions to make in the 
future. There will be times when the compromises won't 
bel 60! casy “texfand,/ “But 1*m inot going/to..avoid: those 
decisions. I don't hesitate to make decisions or take 
action. 


tn fact, TT want-to,. tell you right now. about. some 
decisions I've made and actions I've taken. 
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Kirsty the resident fishing LEcence:. I have 
recommended that Ontario have a resident fishing 
ficence, an -l9o7". 


I know you have been strong advocates of a resident 
fishing licence. And it would have been a pleasure to 
announce it here. But I announced it last month so 
that we could get moving. And I was pleased to have 
Ken Lounsbury and Rick Morgan in the Legislature when I 
announced it. 


You have a part to play in’ public consultation... | this 
is ‘not the ‘time™ to “put “your’*feete upy Vean back, tand 
just wait for the lVicence® you"have asked” tors 


This is a “time to” redouble Syourvetitorcts- Attend the 
public meetings. Talk sto friends and nerghnborns (— 
educate people who may not know what's going on in fish 
and wildlife. These people may object to what they 
wrongly perceived as just another tax. 

They may not realize that Ontario spends more than 
S30—million @ -year to look wattens its eo YSnely. That 
money is spent on habitat protection and 
rehabilitation,” ‘Eten ® stocking;  fllsherves@ereseanch, 


enforcement of fisheries regulations and co-operative 
programs such as the Community Fisheries Involvement 
Program. 


They may not realize that a resident fishing licence 
could” provide Se=- “te Sl2-niPlion "im adaditronabetunds 
for MNR's fisheries budget. 


These €unds: will “allow Usmrometochs Mol culo aaa 
improve enforcement -- to hire two CFIP advisors -- to 
fund larger CFIP projects. It means we can remove dams 


that-block fish from potential) spawning grounds, we) can 
undertake extensive fisheries research and conduct more 
public education on conservation. 


With these funds, ‘we're also’ proposing? to:seteup a 
Fisheries Advisory Council, which would work with the 


MlvaLste y= This council *woulld’tincludempeoplemiron 
across the province who represent various viewpoints on 
sport and commercial fishimngr Your voice will be 
TnipOorGant® 1 tn is =f oruns. You would be helping to 
advise us on fisheries issues *“=-" and you'd ber making 


other user groups aware of your concerns. 


So far, I've been pointing out what we can do with the 
financial gains from these angling licences. But there 
are other advantages too. For instance, they will also 
allow us to gear our fisheries programs to the needs of 
the angler. That's because licence sales  wieguecus 
the names and addresses of anglers. We'll be able to 
contact them with surveys and questionnaires about what 
they want. 
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Improved fisheries will attract anglers, and lead to a 


Defuciereeonomict returme formal] wofs sis ——sincluding ithe 
hospitality industry, retailers and other business and 
service industries. Sportst fashingpecontributes#over 


$700-million to the Ontario economy every year. If we 
enhance our fishery, it can contribute even more. 


iggaterl ooking cto tlithe <OFAH) formwcontinued) support.of a 
resident fishing licence. Ties, stakenma;-long time »for 
thet opportuni tyscolarnise <p (betvssnobrmiss Gite 


By the way, I have arranged for the OFAH executive to 
screen a preview of the resident angling licence slide 
showl tonighit': This is the same show we will be 
presenting at the open houses. We think it's good and 
I'm Sure you will feel the same. 


I'll have some other comments to make about fisheries 


later, but now I want to move on to the wetlands. Your 
President, Ken Lounsbury, has worked tirelessly on 
wetlands policy. And I know how important wetlands are 


TOwcme OPRAH. 


As you know, the MNR has published government approved 
Guide. imesy ton Gwetidands;avand icireulated. them tothe 
Municipalities. We have had a good response. 


We have also finished the second year of a three-year 
program to identify and classify southern Ontario's 
wetlands. 


Within J2 to 15 months, the government will publish a 
white paper on wetlands, and invite public response. 
Then we will be in a position to establish policy which 
will be implemented under the Planning Act. 


Rogmemow par icouplenort things saresobvious. .Onelis that 
compensation to landowners is a key issue. The other 
ieeeptnabewen haves atiready pidentified cmost., of,),our 
important wetlands. 


We don't have to wait until we have government policy 
before we start vacting to preserve, these wetlands. In 
fact, we have already started to inform wetland owners 
Otfethslavaliics Tol thei tre and!,"eand mare :putting, this 
information into the hands of people responsible for 
planning land use. 


Miatministrywwaliesbe wsctting tasidecna quarter of a 
mulinomidolilars., jwe twillowise othats allocation) ‘to slever 
habitat improvement funds from other interested 
conservation organizations, namely Wildlife Habitat 
Canada, to greatly expand our ability to secure wetland 
Wiltdlitowiaoiitate sty (OntCaGloO. Ducks Unlimited Canada 
Will be a full partner with us in other important much 
needed endeavors. 
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Here's Now, Pte wiell gwork.s My ministry will select 
projects, emphasizing protection of class one and two 
wetlands and major waterfowl staging and production 
areas. 


Then we will approach conservation organizations 
including the OFAH, Ducks Unlimited, and the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada. We 2iwil by "ber slooking gfor 
financial support to bring committed £UNGD nGNUD: BEC cat 
least double the provincial commitment. 


We will then ask Wildlife Habitat Canada to match those 
funds. Ontario waterfowlers support Habitat Canada 
when they purchase the habitat stamp required for 
migratory bird “hunting weeNearlyga tEhirdsotmeallepabitat 
Canada's funds from that source comes from Ontario. 


You can look forward to seeing things start to happen 
in) Our wet and sr We are making an investment in 
protecting them, And we thavetastrategy atiateywilt 
maximize the value of that commitment. 


Now, let me move on to another key topic of interest to 
us all -= selective harvests. We've seen a lot of 
changes in the past few years in the way we hunt deer 
and moose. 


In the case of deer, the results are obvious. Because 
of favorable winters and selective harvesting, deer 
numbers in most areas are at a higher level than they 
have been in decades. 


The figures for the 1984 hunt show the harvest was the 
highest since 1965, and we had more deer hunters than 
we've had since 1967. That tells you something about 
how the selective harvest has improved things. 


with tthe Imoose’ herd» iwe haven t, turmed st hemcoune: 
completely yet. And there is still debate about the 
selective harvest. 


You Hn “the “OFAnVhavew told us. thatt thesapsences otf any 
form of party hunting has not been acceptable to you. 


Hunters do not want to retire from the hunt if they 
happen to get a moose on the first day. Andegtiels an 
aggravation for those who hunt bear and moose to not be 
able to hunt bear after they have had a successful 
moose hunt. 


You asked my ministry last year to consider permitting 
party * hunting, eon cal timoore:. Thisaproposalshas 
advantages and disadvantages. 


On the one hand, we have been under-harvesting Ca 
moose. On the other hand, if party hunting for calves 
is allowed, would this encourage illegal party hunting 
for adult moose? 
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When we discussed this, my game managers pointed out 
that party hunting for adult moose would cause the 
success rate to go up. And we would have to adjust for 
that by reducing the number of adult permits available. 


One theimpositive iside, party? hunting for calf moose 
would permit hunters to have the kind of hunt they 
Pegarod ac traditional, You go to” the hunt~in “order to 
be with your friends, not to sit in camp. 


I think the story I told you about moose hunting shows 
you that I know the total experience is important to 
ties hunt. It is for this reason that I am pleased to 
announce today that party hunting for moose calves will 
be permitted, beginning in the fall of 1986. 


I know there are many other topics important to you. 
These include management of black bear and nongame 
Species, fisheries allocations and’ wild -turkey’.- But I 
GOmetm Want to italk too long, so perhaps we could 
discuss those issues with the panel in a moment. 


I'm going to conclude my own remarks by talking about 
some challenges for the coming year. 


I like the way you respond to challenges. CE Pet Sack 
good example of that. A few years ago, it was just 
ideas and words. You helped to turn it into something 
remarkable. Whenever I visit CFIP projects, I'm always 
impressed with your enthusiasm and your dynamic 
approach. 


Wemmecd that kind of participation to achieve--our 
goals. I've already mentioned that the resident 
fishing licence needs your active support. 


So does parks planning. We are getting down to 
specific plans for the new parks we are creating. You 
BeEeaoy tepOwmebate More sthany Gos “percent of that 
parkland is open tO. cracdieional uses, HE ELEC re RE Ve; 
honting,. 


Theat Wasesciven .you.«a «part to’ «play, iin planning those 


parks. Jim Hook is your representative for Woodland 
Caribou Provincial Park in northwestern Ontario. You, 
as aMeerederation, “must Continue ~to '*f£ind™’ strong 


representatives like Jim, and support them well. 


DiSteLet fisheries management planning wate be 
important to, you dnesthe coming year) My ministry is 
beginning with, ,elight. districts,, one .in. each .region. 
This process will help us work together to plan how our 
fisheries resources will be managed in the years ahead. 


Aceanguers, its mln. your Own Interest to participate 
fully in district fisheries management plans. You will 
have to speak for yourselves, and make certain the 
message gets through. 


Now for the big item -- the Community Wildlife 
Involvement Program. CWIP is a new program, less than 
a: Year. Olds ».Lt."S walready off CoO .a.do0odestarc . And I'd 
like to see you devote your efforts to it in the coming 
year. 


CWIP is designed to tackle some serious problems. Le 
will improve wildlife habitat. It will help to foster 
a’ sense .of stewardship toward, olum ~resources. ANG ibe 
wWhll. allows VOU. aS.sspontsmens, to, work jcloselys with 
landowners and other user groups with a keen interest 
in. our wildlife resources. 


CWIP is people-oriented. The program provides funding 
for equipment and materials for approved projects. And 
there's advice available from ministry staff. But it's 
people who will make it work. And here today, I'm 
looking at the kind of people CWIP needs. 


Over the next. years iGylakesto, sce Vouugel Bicep ly 
involved in CWIP. And I'd like to see projects that go 
directly to, the heart of the problem e->ethatestanta by 
tackling the habitat decline. 


Here's an example of what you can do. Go to landowners 
and get them involved in habitat improvements. Think 
big -- try to organize a block of interested landowners 
along a concession. Get together with ministry staff 
and evaluate the habitat. Work up a plan for improving 
that wildlife habitat and. get started om Jt. JAcmanuel 
of techniques will soon be available to help you do 
this. 


The benefits will be obvious. 


e You will have better habitat. 

e You will have focused landowners' attention on 
the. needs of the.wildlife oOnethelr propentiecs. 

e, And you,,as. sportsmen, Will have established 
good, working relationships with those 
landowners. 


Thates .whate,CWlroe Looe labo. Getting involved in 
that program is one of the most important challenges 
you have in the coming year. 


A year from now, I. expect to. be. back . at -.your 
conference. I know you'll be keeping a report card on 
me. Fair enough. 


I'm going to be evaluating you at the same time. CWIP 
is,at..the, top of my list. 1 ive seen how vou peoplesger 
involved in things. I admire your enthusiasm. And I'm 
prepared to be surprised by what you can accomplish in 
Weller 


It's been a pleasure to meet such an enjoyable group of 
outdoors people. I'm looking forward to meeting more 
of you later today. 
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Good morning. It’s a pleasure to be here today. 


My staff tell me that a breakfast speech should be 
short and light. * Otherwise, I'm told I might put my 
audience to sleep. With that advice in mind, I'll try 
to keep my remarks brief and to the point. 


The Minister very much regrets that he could not be 
here today. Many of you may not know that Mr. 
Kerrio's involvement with the aggregate industry goes 
back a long way. Before entering politics, he ran a 
construction business in Niagara Falls. His father 


started the business, and today his son runs it. 


Mr. Kerrio told me that not only is he familiar with 
the industry -- having used every kind of product that 
you @produces—— but ‘that the'’s¢dealt withwa lot of 
people) in this “room, “including “your 1985“president 
Norris Walker. 


Mr. Kerrio pointed out to me that his company has been 
buying aggregates for about 40 years now. They've 
bought tonnes of rip rap to stabilize the banks of the 
Welland Canal in Port Weller. They've used tremendous 
quantities of aggregates for road base and concrete. 


Because of that background, Mr. Kerrio has a special 
recognition of the important role aggregate producers 
play in this province. 
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Last month, the Minister and other MNR staff had a 
very productive meeting with Norris Walker, Rob Cook, 
Norm Flemington and Ted Balfe. They talked about 
your industry's concerns -- and about how government 
can help. 


Tadike stom tell Syou about? some wot , the(things’ that 
were discussed at that meeting -- some of the things 
the ministry is doing to assist Ontario's aggregate 
producers. 


I'm sure you'll all agree that probably the biggest 
challenge you face today is public acceptance. 
Unfortunately, the public doesn't fully understand or 
appreciate the aggregate industry. Mention pits and 
quarries to most people and all they think about is 
dust, noise and trucks. 


They tend to think, "I don't use aggregates, so why 
should there be a pit or quarry in my community?" But 
of course, they do use aggregates. Not only that, the 
public depends on aggregates in ways they don't 
realize. 


That's the message we've got to get across. We've got 
to find ways to make people aware of the importance of 
aggregates -- and the need for locating pits and 
quarries close to markets. 


People should know how vital it is to have material as 
near the construction site as possible. They should 
knowl thats ‘the (further. syou truck’. your products," the 
more expensive it is -- meaning higher costs for 
everyone. 


But getting people to understand the importance of 
accessible pits and quarries, or the connection 
between aggregates and a new road or development isn't 
enough. 


We've also got to continue to show the public that 
these pits and quarries can be well operated without 
adverse impacts on local residents. Then we have to 
return those sites to some other productive use 
through progressive rehabilitation. We have to assure 
the public that aggregate production doesn't have to 
mean an unsightly abandoned pit or quarry when the job 
is done. 


Of course, rehabilitation isn't a new concept. Many 
aggregate producers have been undertaking excellent 
progressive rehabilitation for years. 


I have had the opportunity to see many outstanding 
rehabilitation projects. And, being from the Niagara 
area, Mr. Kerrio has spoken about playing golf on the 
excellent Steed and Evans site in Fonthill. 
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With more efforts like these, I think we can gradually 
change the public perception of your industry. 


The theme of today's meeting is “The Challenge of 
Change." I think the greatest challenge of change 
your industry and the ministry face together is what 
I've just been talking about -- improved 
rehabilitation. Rehabilitation that goes beyond berms 
and tree screens. Li, talking about real 
rehabilitation that truly reclaims the land for a 
productive post-extraction use. 


Several months ago the ministry completed a 
rehabilitation cost study. A group of ministry field 
people undertook a detailed study of the different 
kinds of rehabilitation costs -- everything from berms 
and tree screens to sloping and floor work. 


They found that, in most cases, the $3,000 maximum 
security fee under the Pits and Quarries Control Act 
did not reflect the real costs of rehabilitation. 
Average floor rehabilitation costs were found to be 
around $6,000 per hectare. 


Therefore, through discussions with your executive, it 
has been decided that the maximum security fee should 
be increased to $6,000 per hectare to reflect more 
closely the real costs of rehabilitation. It is also 
proposed that any excess security over $6,000 Wilde be 
refunded to operators once a year. This is something 
that your organization has requested, and that the 
ministry agreed to. These changes are in the final 
process of approval by government. 


With this revision comes changes to the way in which 
the ministry will process rehabilitation claims. 1 
believe Dale Scott may have discussed these matters 
with you in greater detail yesterday. 


These revisions will enable your-’industry to place 
more emphasis on total rehabilitation -- rather than 
cosmetic improvements like berms and tree screens. 


Progressive and visible rehabilitation is one key to 
ensuring public and municipal acceptance of your 
operations and, therefore, a healthy future FOrAsy our 
industry. 


Another key to reassuring the public and local 
government is the proposed Aggregates Act. Mr. Kerrio 
anticipates that this act will be introduced in the 
Legislature before the end of the year. 


Ministry staff are currently making minor revisions to 
the latest draft of the Bill, to accommodate changes 
in responsibilities due to the recent transfer of many 
mines functions from Natural Resources to the Ministry 
of Northern Development and Mines. 
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As you know, many municipalities are very supportive 
of the proposed Aggregates Act, especially the 
proposed financial renumeration. 


I know some of you are concerned about this matter. 
Howevec, | MiGs herr lo: ise iconvinced.*‘that “*the’ Act"s 
greater emphasis on good operating practices and 
progressive rehabilitation will improve’ relations 
between your industry, municipalities and the public. 


In revising the Aggregates Act we are taking into 
consideration your concerns related to various 
municipal operating restrictions and financial 
requirements. 


Abe ial tee should bea big’ improvement’ *over- the 
present Pits and Quarries Control Act. 


I know you are also interested in hearing the latest 
news on the Foodland Preservation Policy Statement. 
As you know, this is currently out for public comment. 


The ministry is studying this statement, and will be 
preparing a response. Mr. Kerrio recognizes your 
valid concerns about the need to extract below the 
water table in some localities without being able to 
return the site to. agriculture. 


I should add that he is also very much aware of your 


concerns regarding assessment increases and 
inconsistencies. Ministry staff have discussed this 
issue with your executive, and are currently 


investigating the situation. . 

As for the Mineral Aggregate Resource Planning Policy, 
or MARP -- which has been Cabinet-approved policy 
Since December 1982 -- we expect it will be formally 
adopted under the Planning Act in the near future. 


The ministry has also been busy on the research side 
OLE thing si. For many years the ministry has produced 
reports on pit and quarry rehabilitation and other 
matters of interest to the aggregate industry. 


OVeramt ne. ibast MYear,.. abe pUubsdacation,-on! frudtiand 
rehabilitation was released and a booklet on the 
rehabilitation of sites for fish and wildlife will 
soon be published. 


Mr. Kerrio is proud of the work the ministry has been 
doing to further your interests. 


Initiatives like the proposed Aggregates Act, MARP, 
revisions to the rehabilitation security system and 
rehabilitation studies, are helping you secure and 
strengthen your role in this province. 
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Of course, none of these efforts would be possible 
without your co-operation. The (ministry. and. thesAPAO 
have enjoyed a good working relationship for many 
years. 


It is extremely helpful that the APAO executive meets 
with ministry staff at least twice a year to discuss 
mutual concerns. I trust we can continue this close 
and productive working relationship. And I know the 
Minister ‘woulbd) invite tyou ito ‘calle-on, hime durectiye 14 
he can be of any assistance. 


Before’ I. finish,,. Tiwant! ‘to stressifone’ things )——. the 
Ministry of Natural Resources understands the vital 
role of your industry in Ontario and your needs and 
concerns. At MNR we know what you're up against. 


And I know I speak for the Minister when I say that 
together we make a pretty good team. Together I think 
we will find ways to meet the Challenge of Change. 
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I am delighted to have the opportunity to talk to you 
today. We have a great deal in common, both in terms 
of the business we are in, and how we perceive the raw 
materials from which we create works of function and 
form. 


I was once a businessman, as many of you are now, and 
I am proud of the projects I was involved in. Before 
Peentered politics tl .was fatmechanical;: contractor. «One 
of my favorite ventures was building the Maid of the 
Mist in Niagara Falls. 


Recently I was reminded of that experience when I 
visited the North Bay waterfront project which 
Moore-George Associates is working on. I was greatly 
impressed by Rick Moore's enthusiasm igoye the 
waterfront design. 


As you may know, the province is putting more than 
S4-miliion imto this project. As Minister of Natural 
Resources, I am pleased that the concept of landscape 
design is an important aspect of this development. 


As I said, we have a great deal in common. At the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, we approach resource 
management thoughtfully, with consideration for both 
human and environmental needs, and with awareness of 
the long-term effects of our decisions. 


We strive to strike a balance between the protection 
of the land's assets, and the human demand to use 
them. 
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Just as landscape architects will study a site from 
every angle, so too MNR must appraise the likely 
effects of every project on the surrounding 
environment. 


The difference is that my Ministry is responsible for 
managing the resources of a much larger land mass, one 
equal in size to Western Europe. 


How do we come to grips with the competition for those 
resources? How can we possibly satisfy the weekend 
angler and the commercial fisherman; the hunter who 
stalks with a gun and the hunter who shoots through a 
camera lens? 


We have to understand how each of their needs fits 
into the big picture. And we have to plan for aldayoft 
them -- not only for today, but with an eye to the 
future generations who must live with the consequences 
of today's decisions. 


That is why I was pleased to hear that the Pope for 
your seminar earlier today was hi wsS LOns.s inasbne 
Landscape". 


As Minister of Natural Resources, I have come to 
appreciate that many of the popular assumptions about 
our natural resources are indeed illusory. 


For many years, Ontarians labored under the tllus iron 
that we have endless, boundless, ubiquitous resources. 


That illusion was shattered when we realized that our 


resources are finite. But while our resources are 
finite, many are renewable. They are limited only by 
our ability to manage them wisely. This means we have 
to replace -- and even improve on -- what we use. And 


what we do use, must give the maximum benefit to the 
largest possible number of people. 


We call this concept "Integrated Resource Management", 
and at the Ministry of Natural Resources we feel 
strongly about it; it is our primary corporate 
philosophy. 


You understand this type of planning; you use this 
philosophy sala they et imer Tie weact,? oOnersor? syous 
members, Hough Stansbury, is now working with my 
Ministry in consultation with forestry associations. 
They are developing guidelines in forest management 
that will at the same time protect tourism values. 
That's Integrated Resource Management. 
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This style of resource management -- which you, as 
environmental designers, practise as a matter of 
course -—= has’ undergone alsteady *evolution Jinimy 
Ministry. In the early 1970s, “traditlonaimmesournce 


industry activities were expanding. At the same time, 
there was an increased demand for high quality outdoor 
recreational opportunities. Comnpeta tion Hriomimour 
resources intensified. 


My Ministry recognized that the first-come, 
first-served Sapproach /#tom resource Wal locationgejust 
wouldn't work anymore. What was needed was a flexible 
strategy of compromise and informed decision-making. 


SOneeine iis Cry staff embarked on a campaign of 
consultation with the public, with interest groups and 
with other ministries to create a framework of 
reference for land use planning. The result was the 
District Land Use Guidelines. 


The guidelines' objectives included a complete 
inventory of provincial resources and their potential. 
They also provided a means of testing the value of 
reaching specific resource management targets, and 
reconciling cont lacting targets. 


The philosophy of Integrated Resource Management 
evolved naturally from the Disterct Land Use 
Guidelines. People realized you couldn't plan for one 
resource’? in *isolattone Each resources 1s ‘part ‘off a 
vast chain, and has to be examined in relation to the 
whole. 


For example, when we draft plans for managing: a 
forest, we don't think in terms of just so many cords 
of wood. We talk to biologists, fisheries experts, 
wildlife authorities, soil and erosion control 
CXC Giese. 


We try to predict what effect our management plans 
will have® on themanimaliaps birds eiicsh ©iplantsay Hand 
and ‘people “that@are *part’ Of 2thatiiieorest simakeup.uwn vou 
could @cal leit agholisticfapproachs. 


I know you work closely with the conservation 
authorities of this province so let me give you this 
Ministry's view of how Integrated Resource Management 
is applied to their area of experience, 


The primary responsibility of conservation authorities 
is the’ control "6f "flooding! and@erosioniin areas where 
these pose a hazandete  litevandeproperty, 


isl yA: Bee 


Protective works -- be they dikes, berms, revetments 
Orphan tings piso setabidd zegsthensoil«: --ijcanhservera 
second function when Integrated Resource Management is 
applied. Thea Lands «acquired: sforr their construction 
can double as near-urban recreational areas. The 
demand is there -- 97 per cent of Ontarians live in 
urban areas. 


One need only look at downtown Cambridge for a good 
example of Integrated Resource Management in practice. 
After the flooding of 1974, my Ministry, in 
co-operation with the Grand River Conservation 
Autonet vay Na'syepurtes at Ute taleofims!] 0sS>midldaom into 
protective works on the Grand River flowing through 
the downtown area. 


Downtown, »Cambridge.).today. has one » of the most 
attractive recreational areas in Ontario, right in the 
heart of the business core. 


Similarly, Integrated Resource Management can _ be 
applied to smaller projects with equally gratifying 
results. Look=at. «the .way dim whiech planting sa «pine 


plantation can serve a number of needs, right from the 
Pest way Se 


Bircke, pe theres. | itheadipune byingpracticaln pfunctionin) of 
controlling soil ewxosion on a slope. 


Second, as the trees mature, they give esthetic and 
recreational benefits to the community. They also 
provide food and shelter for wildlife. 


Pad eventually, that. timber will be harvested for 
economic gain. 


So we have satisfied several needs throughout the life 
Cyelée nots chaise plantations we have met practical, 
esthetic, recreational and economic goals. 


And because this is a renewable resource, the cycle 
can begin again. 


Another area of mutual concern is the rehabilitation 
of aggregate-producing lands. Bill Coates is probably 
one of your industry's most knowledgable experts in 
site plans for the operation and rehabilitation of 
pits and quarries. 


Themeerehabalitationssofe ‘these! julandsi, has) .beenvye of 
particular concern to MNR for some time. As you know, 
aggregate producers pay a security deposit to the 
Mi nd Stiavaa— atl wh On>s 3.1000, pen_hectare)ts-, which is 
returned to the producer when rehabilitation is 
complete. 


ea 


The cost of rehabilitation is some cases is more than 
the deposit. So some producers have not been 
encouraged to progressively rehabilitate the land. 


We aresin thee final sapprovadsrotagess of adoub i nomathe 
security deposit to a maximum of $6,000 per hectare of 
land that requires rehabilitation. 


We believe increasing that maximum will be the needed 
financial incentive to encourge more and _ better 
rehabilitation. 


Aggregate pits can be rehabilitated with spectacular 
results. They've been given a new lease on life as 
parks, golf courses -- and even as orchards. 


The key is to plan for this rehabilitation even before 
the. first .trucks- carryathne productwt.ronmesetne asice. 


This is another example of Integrated Resource 
Management. 


Projects like these could become the bread and butter 
of your Tindusery® Landscape architects are also on 
the front line of planning and developing the outdoor 
recreation areas that are becoming “increasingly 
popular in. a highly *urbanssociety. 


I've mentioned the multiple functions of conservation 
areas. I'd like Sto touch fontdour (prov Breiaie parks. 
Landscape architects are often closely involved in the 
planning of new provincial parks, and MNR has a high 
regard for your- profession in this capaci ety. 


Provincial parks naturally complement the conservation 
authorities and their near-urban recreation areas. 
This can be seen in the case of the Niagara Escarpment 
Parks System, where some parks are provincial parks, 
and others are conservation areas managed by the 
authorities. 


Let me tell you what's happening with the Niagara 
Escarpment parks. 


My Ministry is co-ordinating the Niagara Escarpment 
Land Acquisition Program. Its purpose is to acquire 
land along the Escarpment which will complete those 55 
parks that require additions to the land base. 


Eventually® thereSiwili@be ,at*chaimigots4 05a prov ineral 
parks and conservation areas stretching from Fonthill 
to the northern tip of the Bruce Peninsula’ 


This. \isslaGlong-verm progiectu@-—Si hope Welisees it 
completed in my lifetime. When all 105 parks are in 
place, our children and their children will be assured 
of the preservation of -the “beauty endmhistormreal 
Significance of the Escarpment. 
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Practising Integrated Resource Management in 
provincial parks poses a particular challenge for my 
Ministry. Some people would prefer to see provincial 
parks preserved like statues carved in stone. And we 
do have parks like that -- the nature reserves. 


However,.we also have a duty to provide a variety of 
park experiences. We must strike a balance between 
protecting the land, and providing opportunities for 
recreation, tourism, and appreciation of our heritage. 


In some instances, we have struck a compromise between 
eunaroLesas —protectors of, mthel parks),<and»our,duty”to 
manage park resources in an integrated way so that 
people can enjoy them. 


These decisions are not made lightly or behind closed 
doors. Every Darky as; admindstered».under,a ypark 
management plan which sets out 20-year goals for that 
park. We consider public input to be a vital part of 
that planning. 


And we've found that, given the proper public forum, 
groups with opposing ideas can themselves reach 
equitable solutions. 


Hough Stansbury is playing an important role in public 
consultation at  Woodland-Caribou provincial park. 
They are meeting with special interest groups and 
getting their opinions on managing the park. By 
consulting with the public and resolving conflicts, 
they are helping us in drafting a park management plan 
fornthrs park. 


Planning for provincial parks is often a long-term 
job, one that requires vision. In 1893, the need for 
Algonquin. Park, must) have | seemed sheer Rell yom to 
Ontarians, considering only two million people lived 
angichel provinces 


Now, as then, we look to the future. For some years, 
my Ministry has been working to expand the provincial 
parks system. In 1983 we announced our intention to 


double the parks system. 


At that time, ‘there were 138 provincial parks. We 
identified 155 potential parks. In the past two 
years, we have regulated 104 of those parks and we 
intend to regulate the remainder. 


These new parks range in size from Wilkie Lake nature 
veserve,.,tonlsuncone bmbectavelaeinal sazeqin to Opasgquia 
wilderness park which has more than 460,000 hectares. 
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In creating these parks now, we are simply setting 
land aside and protecting it. Some will be developed 
as''traditronal’”* recreational’ tparkss But in keeping 
with our duty to provide a variety of experiences, 
Other parks may be designated as nature reserves, 
wilderness parks, waterways, or historical sites. 


The Integrated Resource Management concept relies 
heavily on public input and information-sharing 
between all interested parties. 


Through public discussions, all who will be affected 
by the development of the park have a chance to air 
their opinions. Conflicts” can wbeeresolvedsandman 
atmosphere of sharing is established right from the 
beginning. 


But before we can plan the future of any land area, we 
need to know what's already there. 


That'"1s why my Ministry is moving -toWwardite smagor 
improvement to its data base by computerizing Ontario 
base maps. fp"antverpater thisimtechnol ogy awivhewe 
available to” you ‘and “other land’ Use planners aspit 
develops. 


Since 1983 we have tested this technology and are very 
Optimistic that we will be able to establish a digital 
topographic data base for the province. 


We hope to begin a two-year provincewide production 
testing and market research program. One-third of 
Ontario has already been mapped by hand so we have a 
good Nead=start in tiie erfort. 


This new technology means the end of using transparent 
overlays in order to determine separately the slope, 
terrain, cultural features, geology, drainage, and 
streets of any ‘area’ You would "be “ablewstov callimuprany 
combination of themes by computer in order to plan 
your design. 


It also means the establishment of one, standard grid 
and data base. Users won't have to duplicate the base 
data for their individual computer mapping systems. 


This long-term project is being proposed for several 
reasons. 


Most ‘*importantly,"*2t “wild Vassitse. Ontario eine -tne 
transition from an industrially-based society to one 
based on information sharing and producing. 


And it is’ in’’keeping with) “this Ministrys ‘support of 
decentralized government, because computerization will 
allow for a dispersed network of users. 
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And it is a logical development in the Integrated 
Resource Management of this province's assets. 


This project will revolutionize your research. We see 
planning -- including utilization and design of the 
landscape -- as a cornerstone of managing our land 
resources. 


I believe that the tool of computerized mapping 
represents a quantum leap into the high-tech age. 


One hundred years ago, the integrated approach to 
resource management was foreseen by landscape and 
environmental architects. Landscape architects like 
Frederick Law Olmsted were ahead of their time. Eni 
their era, they were considered crackpots. The 
illusion of boundless resources was still with us. 


Times have changed. You have played a large role in 
Gispelling our old illusions -- and replacing them 
with a new vision. 


Now we realize that we must recycle our renewable 
resources. 


Now we understand that we must manage what we have 
wisely. 


Now we appreciate that exclusive use of a resource 
cannot be justified. 


These are the beliefs that you and I have in common. 


Many people still cling to the old illusions about the 
landscape. You and I must deal with reality. I know 
that we can work together to enhance our landscape and 
bring it) to new heights of usefulness, ‘beauty, and 
productivity. 
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Thank you, Mr. Koken. 


Om soehaliygtof eathe »provincral, | 4government,. -~y).and 
thousands of people who depend on our forest industry 
=-awelLcome, to, Ontario. ==. and: tor Torontos 


It's sometimes hard to convince people in a city like 
Wobonto thats Onterloejasra forestry hprovince ys Inpfiact; 
right here in southern Ontario there are more people 
employed directly and indirectly in forest products 
manufacturing than there are in northern Ontario. 


Ontario is just one of the many areas of Canada where 
there is a dependence on forests. And that's why we 
are depending on people like yourselves. Sessions 
like this are unique and important. They bring 
together an ideal mix of people with the expertise and 
the knowledge to advise politicians like myself. 


I would like to suggest that while the topic for the 
next two days may be trade and investment, the results 
of your, deliberations will go far beyond industry 
successes and increased profits. 


More players, increased competition worldwide and new 
products have changed the nature of the marketplace. 
Our job now at this forum is to come to some agreement 
about what we should do -- together. 
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We face some serious challenges in the marketplace, 
some caused by currency fluctuations. We face 
protectionist initiatives in CHE ws U.'Ss These 
challenges dictate a need for continued close 
co-operation between governments and industry, and 
increased intormation sharing. 


Making the right investment decisions is also crucial. 
Governments and industry must get the best return on 
theh Limited “resources (they ‘have “to’ invest. We, 
therefore, have to know where we are going, and we 
have to stick to our plans. 


We have to continuously invest in new technology to 
remain competitive -- even though it involves spending 
money and adapting to something new. 


If we don't keep up, we will fall disastrously behind 
in@ichesiong: runs We will not be able to offer the 
products that’ fareorin ydemandwat prices: > that) are 
competitive. 


But I have great faith in Canadian businesspeople. I 
Mseawtorbe,one. “lL know we can “stretch” ourselves. TI 
know we can remain competitive. 


We can stay on top of new technology. Dan Alexander 
of St. Mary's Paper wasn't afraid of change. That's 
why many of us are getting advertising supplements 
printed on Dan's super-calendered paper in the middle 
of our daily newspapers. You know the ones. You pick 
up the paper and these things immediately slip out and 
fall’ allover the floor. ‘That's because the paper is 
so smooth. But it's just newsprint | Dan ,jor bend over 
loc COMmDleK up your, paper —-) but it) looks great. 
Congratulations. 


We can make wise investments in other areas. 


You've heard the saying, "Canadians =—- great 
innovators, lousy marketers." There may be a grain of 
truth in that 2" But Sf theres is,;’we~can:-change iti... We 
have a mill in Kakabeka Falls that is selling wood 
panelling to 22 states, and is ready to make a move on 
Japan and Western Europe. The reason is simple: The 
owner GilseOhardilyetever Vinithisiofifice =<o.he’s out 
knocking on doors. 


Thatecdocdatmarketing,. —f could also‘mention the B.C. 
forest products industries that got together and came 
up with a good marketing package 15 years ago. It was 
so good, they convinced the provincial and federal 
governments to share equally in the cost. That became 
the Co-operative Overseas Market Development Program. 
Mike Apsey, who is also here today, could _ be 
considered the father of that program. 


We. haves toy Jconsidernealivetypes tco— sanvestmentsy-—— 
investment ein’ people; inatechnohopy fpeinst imeya in 
forest management, and in research. There is always 
room for improvement in all these areas -- even though 
many companies are laboring under heavy debt loads 
that limit what they would really like to do. 


We also have to take into account that the rules in 
forest management have changed, and will continue to 


change. Forests serve many important uses and many 
users. 
Tourism, fish and wildlife, recreation and 


environmental concerns have to be addressed. At the 
same time, governments must ensure that adequate 
economic raw material is available well into the next 
century. 


These other uses of our forests could be regarded as 
interference by some. They shouldn't be. I believe 
if there is criticism of legitimate, well-planned 
timber management activities, it is evidence that we 
can improve public involvement and public awareness. 


don't think we've really begun to tap the potential 
Support for industry that could come from the majority 
of Canadians who are intelligent and practical. 


These people know you don't get toilet paper, wooden 
furniture and newsprint unless you cut some trees. 
They have no problem with that. They, (just swanty to 
know that it's being done wisely, with proper regard 
forlsotivern values: We have to prove to them that we 
are accomplishing this. 


[ am confident that we can get the support and help of 
this majority. All we Kave to do is tell them the 
Facts -- including the challenges and opportunities 
Canada faces regarding trade and investment. 


It seems to me that this forum is a challenging quest 
for advantages -- big and small -- to ensure Canadian 
Forest industries remain strong. 


We know there are trade opportunities. We know cost 
reductions and productivity gains are possible. And 
we know we can get a better fix on the products that 
will be in demand tomorrow. 


We also Know there are tough questions we have to 
answers: Are we committed to grabbing the 
Opportunities we have or creating new ones? What's 
the proper role of government in the investment 
process? Are we ready to establish and stick to a 
long-range industrial development policy? How do we 
handle large capital requirements needed for forest 
management, plant modernization and product research? 
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In the next few days, you will recommend approaches to 
questions like these. Your recommendations -- and the 
recommendations of the previous forums -- will be on 
the table at the National Forest Congress in April for 
consideration by decision-makers -- from both 
government and industry. 


We must all realize the importance of this forum, 
because -- together -- what we are really doing here 
in these forums is helping establish national forestry 
-- and perhaps forest industry -- policies that must 
serve Canada for years to come. 
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


VoumiKnOWw, to canvc help feeling a bit. sad that this 
forestry fonum is) drawing ;to ‘a close. For me, this 
has been a very valuable two days -- and a unique 
meeting of minds. 


You people are among those best qualified to tackle 
the trade and investment challenges and opportunities 
in, Camaday swforest-industry of sthe future. 


This exposure to the thoughts and opinions of leading 
industry and financial people has been tremendously 
valuable. Forums like this are especially important 
because ativallows tis;las politicians) to tap into the 
talents of such a wide ranging and knowledgeable group 
of delegates. 


What has been especially interesting for me is the 
contribution of those of you from financial consulting 
firms who deal every day with not only the forest 
products industry, but many industrial sectors. 


We value your hard-nosed, objective approach, your 
knowledge of many markets and trends. Some of us, you 
See, are stempted, to get a little subjective about 
forest resources from time to time. It's nice to have 
somebody standing by with a pail of cold water when we 
go a little overboard with optimism -- or a pick-me-up 
when the discussion gets gloomy. 
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This has been an excellent forum. I'm sure we all 
have a better appreciation of some very difficult 
areas. Forsoneuthingg dad thinkiewevrhave agbetter 


understanding of the enormity of the tasks ahead of 
uS. 


Those of us who regularly make major decisions about 
forest management know how important those resources 
are to the people in our provinces. Tisyou tweydike 
me, I'm sure you often feel like you're part of a very 
small chorus. 


I can assure you that attending a forum like this is 
like returning to the well for a reassuring drink. 


The politicians among this group, you know, often have 
a hard time convincing people that we have these 
wonderful resources called forests that can do so much 
Ror also le us: 


What we are often up against is a widespread belief 
held by many that forests are somehow a thing of our 
past, a pioneer endeavor, a _ sunset ASG RY Sue ae 
especially when compared to the wonderful world of 
microchips. 


Nothing could be further from the truth. The 
harvesting of a forest, and moving it to the Mig, 
involves a multitude of experts these days -- from 
geneticists to land use planners. Then it really gets 
complicated. Those logs are being used to produce 
everything from prefabricated homes to the flavoring 
in mouth wash -- not to mention the traditional 


products like two-by-fours and newsprint. The labor 
and skills required to do this are phenomenal. 


Realizing all this can be a real eye-opener for people 
outside forestry circles whose vision of our business 
is still linked to tales of lumberjacks and river 
drives. 


I mention all this just to make a comparison. I think 
this forum has also been an eye-opener. I think we 
all came here knowing that the market for forest 
products and the investment picture has changed. But 
how many of us really understood the implications of 
these changes, the seriousness of the challenges or 
the complexities involved? 


I think we all have a better understanding after two 
days of valuable interchange. 


I think we know that we can produce the forest 
products of tomorrow, but that we have to change our 
"style" -- for want of a better word. We ecan*teatfiord 
to be as easygoing as we have about what the world 
will need and what new clients will demand. 
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I think we have a better fix on what future markets 
will be like, on the competition from new producers, 
on the improvements in processing that are creating 
dozens of new products and on the importance of 
becoming leaders in innovation. 


Il “think @wer-alsosa ‘realize | how pamporntant tit pasy7to 
co-operate nationwide so we can share technical 
information and respond effectively to arguments that 
Canadian producers somehow have an unfair trade 
advantage. As you know, Canadian export of softwood 
lumber to the USA was the subject of a senior 
officials’ meeting in Washington yesterday. 


Personally, the thing I have been most impressed by at 
this forum is the spirit of co-operation which each 
one of you brought here, along with your individual 
talents. 


I, would like to see that the results of these two 
days of deliberations go well beyond these four walls. 
I plan to help all delegates here spread the word. 


I will inform all my Cabinet colleagues about the 
proceedings here, your recommendations and the 
directions you have outlined. 


I will also discuss your recommendations formally and 
informally with industry officials and others within 
the province. 


In my view, forums like this have been long overdue 
and I applauded the idea of these get-togethers when 
it was first advanced at the meeting of federal and 
provincial ministers in Victoria last September. 


The recommendations that have come out of this forum 
and the three forums since the Victoria meeting wili 
be valuable food for thought at the upcoming forestry 
congress next month. 


But I don't want our good works to stop there. 


More than ever, I am convinced all of us have to work 
hard to inform ordinary Canadians about the real 
Options we have, the kinds of programs we need and 
what challenges we face in the future. 


The public has to be made aware of and invited to join 
with us in moving toward the goals you _ have 
recommended. 


We have made a great Start. I look forward to seeing 
many of you in Ottawa next month at the CFA National 
Forest Congress to continue our good work. 
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Bimota On alia would like to say. it is a pleasure to 
be here this afternoon. 


Today we are doing more than marking the start of an 
important phase of park development in my area of 
responsibility as Minister of Natural Resources. We 
are continuing a commitment to parkland preservation 
started in this province a century ago. 


In 1885, the provincial leaders of the day recognized 
that without government intervention, our magnificent 
falls and the surrounding lands and waterways would 
fall victim to massive over-development. 


It took $435,000 -- one fifth of the province's annual 
budget -- to acquire the property. Today, Queen 
Victoria Niagara Falls Park lies within the boundaries 
Ofetherc itv oL INI agaraaralLis. 


Diate Dark «was sust. the ~start. in, 1.9277, (several 
MistOLric usites, associatea with the War "of 1812" were 
designated. Now there are 105 provincial parks along 
the Escarpment. 


These parks provide year-round recreational 
opportunities, as well as protecting the environment 
for future generations. 


This striking landscape, which stretches 725 kilometres 
from Queenston on the Niagara River north to the 
islands off Tobermory on the Bruce Peninsula, has 
always been popular. But it's more than just a beauty 
spot. 
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In fact, because of its temperate climate and the 
abundance of fish and game, the Niagara Escarpment was 
one of the first areas of the province to be inhabited. 
Traces of early native settlements, such as the 16th 
century village at Crawford Lake in Halton, have been 
unearthed and preserved as a monument. to our early 
people. 


Two centuries later, Celtic pioneers came to Bruce 


County. Those pioneers were followed by the United 
Empire Loyalists. And we all realize the benefits 
brought to the region by more recent settlers -- such 


as the Kerrios. 


The Niagara area quickly became the market garden of 
the province, but explorers soon discovered other 
resources beneath the soil. Today, the Escarpment is 
the site of a large mineral aggregate extractive 
industry, the industry I went to work in with my late 
father, who started his company in 1921. 


It was through our construction contracts that I gained 
valuable first-hand knowledge of the type of work 
needed to preserve both land and waterways. 


Brom, my experiences, i know we're luckvVemathat 
far-sighted planners recognized the need to mix urban 
growth with agriculture, to permit mineral resource 
development while, at the same time, preserving 
parklands. My ministry Supports the position 
established in the plan, where some extraction of 
aggregate resources on the Escarpment may occur as long 
as their removal in no way compromises the natural 
features of the area. 


Maintaining a balance between the uses of our resources 
is a complicated process. It requires a lot of thought, 
and a great deal of co-operation. 


And co-operation, by the way, is what brings us all 
here today. 


Not only has the Escarpment plan involved the 
co-operation of several ministries. Seven conservation 
authorities manage their own systems of parks. And 
there is also a great deal of work being done by the 
Niagara Parks Commission, Parks Canada and the St. 
Lawrence Seaway Authority. 


igceeialsoiawlike gto Aipay. +special+,tribute: ..to»: the 
co-operation of the counties, cities, towns” and 
townships and private citizens who helped establish, 
maintain and promote the Bruce Trail. This marvellous 
route, which winds its way through urban centres, 
farmlands and forests, provides an important linkup 
between the parks we are establishing. 
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Our® provincial parks;,> which are “located atr strategic 
points along the Escarpment, will play a special role 
in educating visitors about the area. 


This brings me to the most important message of today 
-- how we will be fulfilling our government's 
commitment to completing the Escarpment parks system. 


Almost 34,000 hectares of land has been purchased since 
the 1960s by the province and other agencies. Some 
land has also been acquired through generous donations 
by owners. 


Well, those 34,000 hectares represent 87 per cent of 
our -qoal™. In fact, we need only 6,100 hectares more. 
Most of the land remaining is the property of about 700 
private landowners. 


Now, despite what you may have heard, I want to give 
you this assurance. No one will be forced to give up 


their land. We will not expropriate land for these 
parks. 
Here's the plan. The Ministry of Government Services 


and several local conservation authorities will 
negotiate ‘with the*® owners =*to 7s buy = they necessary 
properties at.a price based on fair market value. 


Tf an’ “owner doesn *tewant to discuss sé] ling, chat 9s. the 
endof 2t: Et'sias "simp lesas*that. 


Properties which are suitable for acquisition will be 
included on a regularly updated list established and 
maintained by my ministry's staff, in consultation with 
other park agencies and the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation. 


Anyone can review a copy of the list at any of my 
ministry's offices along the Escarpment, at local 
conservation’ @’authority™ offices, sor *2effices= of the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission. 


I am pleased to say that we are off to a good start. 
Six properties have been acquired. And our very frst 
acquisition -- 15 hectares of land to add to the Dundas 
Valley Conservation area near Hamilton -- was actually 
donated to the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
by its owners. 


It was a generous gift, and one we were pleased to 
accept. And, ‘of*@icourse,. Wall #donatilons @tareestax 
deductible. 


The Ontario Heritage’® Foundation, which’ I*ve 7 "just 
mentioned, will play an important role in this land 
acquisition plan. They are the bankers. 


SA ee 


Foundation officers are the ones who today will receive 
the first of 10 annual instalments designed to help us 
fulfil our government's commitment. 


As you know, it takes money to make dreams work. And 
we have committed $25-million to acquire the parkland 
we need. Here's how it will be used. 


Every year for the next 10 years, $2-million will be 
designated to acquire the necessary properties. 
Another half-million-dollars will be used annually by 
the Foundation for research into cultural properties, 
promotion, and the erection of cairns. 


It's important for us to appreciate the work which has 
already been done to preserve the best that our 
Escarpment has to offer. It is also important to plan 
for the preservation of this resource for future 
generations. 


That's why the release today of the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan gives the government an opportunity to make a very 
positive statement about our commitment to preserve the 
natural resources which lie within its boundaries. We 
are committed to it. You are committed to it. 
Together, we can make it work. 
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Good morning -- and thanks for this opportunity. This 
is the first time an Ontario Liberal Cabinet Minister 
has ever had the honor of addressing this group. 


And it is an honor. This is one of the most important 
forecteamesouncess, oroups; injsOntariow-s» and «Canada. 
Ontario governments have always looked to the 
provincial lumbermen for advice and good counsel. 


That process -- if you go back in the history books -- 
began in the late 1800s. Ontario lumbermen formed 
their first association because the inexperienced new 
government of Upper Canada was increasing fees and 
tightening regulations. Apparently the government 
needed more tax money to build the first good roads and 
schools. 


The lumbermen got together. They began meeting 
regularly and consulting with government Officials. 
And a very nice thing began to happen. Both groups 
realized they needed to work together -- for the good 
of the: industry, society, the forests and the economy. 


Ontario lumbermen and the government have been working 
together ever since. Today, we accomplish a lot 
together, and I, for one, want to see that partnership 
continue. 
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Andisas, VOUr, pantnerjea det me. be the first, to tell you 
how delighted the government is to see the market going 
your way. 


In early February, lumber prices began to take Sits. 
Since then, softwood lumber prices have gone up about 
LOApDer escent. 


Random length #2 and. better grades are selling 
wholesale in Toronto for more than $320 a thousand 
board feet, eight-foot studs are more than $300 and 
utility two-by-fours are bumping $270. 


AnceitoestObeslt..OLt, le understand. that annual housing 
starts in the U.S. increased to over two million in 
January.) Thats asgood stant, -to the new year. 


There is, however, one cloud on the horizon. NB oven coke: 
thessprovectioenistputide .against«.the- high, level, of 
Canadian exports of softwood dumber thatp-s running 
strong south of the border. 


We have met with U.S. officials a number of times, we 
have outlined our facts and figures and. we _ have 
compared them to the U.S. situation. We considered all 
things ai road costs, transportation, seasonal 
difficulties, resource proximity to mills and all the 
other factors. When you do that, it becomes obvious 
there, 11s notumuch ditfterence,.ins the price .of jraw 
material when it reaches the mill door in _ both 
jurisdictions. 


Lt becomes, clearathat the current situationis,in,large 
DabiuplntlMenceds by sthendi fferences,, in our currencies. 
The i172 cent Canadian dollar has given us an advantage. 


Tis snasenct escaped, thes notice <ofother U.S. groups, 
however. ivean teulovoul we nave.a /lot-of support for 
the Canadian position within the United States. 


Some of these allies have read the study by Wharton 
Econometric Forecasting Associates. That study 
indicates that the price of an average new house in the 
U.S. would increase substantially if Canadian lumber 
imports were cut back. THiLsu wold. attect  cales., 
housing starts and employment in _ the construction 
trades. 


Thats whatewe've beem telling U.S. industry people -- 
and many of them are beginning to understand. 


That is one example of what the Ontario government is 
doing to help provincial sawmillers. 


oS 


We’ aiso took’ part in fourvveryVimportent Natwonal 
forestry forums. In the past half-year, provincial and 
federal forestry ministers and experts from the private 
sector have been tackling questions like protectionism 
at these forums. We've taken some very hard looks at 
the state of our forest resources, the international 
market, labor issues, environmental issues and the 
opportunities and challenges we face. 


The recommendations from those forums will go directly 
to the National Forest Congress in Ottawa next week. 
And, we will move to establish the national strategies 
we need to improve forest management and meet world 
competition. 


Our deliberations at these national forums indicated in 
no uncertain terms that Canadian forest products 
manufacturers have to stay on top in technology. We 
also” have’ "to *mastér**the “intricacies sS0LO teffecuive 
marketing. 


I will inform my Cabinet colleagues ‘about “those 
recommendations, and al will also discuss those 
recommendations with industry people here in Ontario in 
the coming months. 


In the meantime, my ministry will move ahead with 
several initiatives that we trust will benefit your 
industry in the future, 


For one thing) my ministry will estaplrcivampupitc 
awareness program to correct some misconceptions about 
our forests, and our forest industry -< 


For example, many people have mistakenly accepted the 
notion that Ontario is suffering Lromia gqencraitac on 
wood. 


We “know @?t “Js *not™ In al Le ceourie® tour minonmiiern 
regions, there is an excess of softwood in the 100-year 
plus classes. Much® ‘of '2t, “auntorturatve ly, aesenot 


economically accessible, given today's product markets. 


Across the province, there is a large inventory of 
even-aged stands that haves’ reached! ®or © ‘surpassed 
rotation age at -the "same ®times fore a variety! of 
reasons. 


As a result," for°*thée next 207%o F40Svearsy Ontario's 
policy will be to utilize as many of these stands as 
possible. We will also direct these surpluses, 
whenever possible, to facilities such as sawmills and 
others that. already exrst,;®butivere nota bei nontully 
utilized. 
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By doing this, we are supporting the lumber industry —-- 
and, at the same time, improving our forests. We will 
continue to steer this extra wood your way for what we 
believe will be many years to come. 


This will help us make good use of surplus mature and 
overmature stands. But there may also be younger 
Stands. closer to markets”? ‘that. will’ have “to: be cut as 
part of another policy the ministry is beginning to 
implement. 


That policy is the prime sites approach to forest 
management. Prime forest sites are those which provide 
the best combination of fast growth, increased volumes, 
proximity to mills, and access to nearby road systems. 


What we are doing now is injecting more economics into 
our fLorest production» program. We will identify our 
prime sites, then put our best effort into them. 


We have already begun to identify these sites in 
northeastern Ontario. Wherever possible, we will be 
harvesting mature stands on these sites and replanting 
with commercially valuable species that will be managed 
intensively. 


Hite policy of Not waiting, Of engineering the hew 
forest by converting the stands on prime sites, will 
also provide raw material for your industry. 


But prime sites are not the only way we plan to improve 
forests and increase production. We will use improved 
seed and seedlings. By 1995, we will be planting only 
genetically improved black spruce and jack pine on 
prime sites. By the year 2000, every white spruce and 
white pine seedling used to regenerate a cutover will 
also be from genetically superior stock. 


Productive sites can increase wood volumes -- but only 
£> a point. Genetic gains can take you far beyond that 
-- to initial volume increases of between 10 and 15 per 
cent. 


The government has changed its approach to forest 


management. The focus *has: tended to be on the number 
of trees planted to replace trees cut. But we all know 
that's just one stage in the process. The emphasis now 
fo eeonnialis stages) Of | Locestiyuproductionnr+—-sicree 
improvement, site preparation, regeneration, and 
tending. 


The ministry “is “also pleased with thesresults of the 
initia review of the first Forest Management 
Agreements that began in 1980. Compared to work done 
on the same sites in the previous five years, industry 
made significant increases in regeneration and tending. 
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More than half the licenced area in the province is 
under FMAs. In time, approximately 70 per cent will be 
under FMAs. 


While FMAs have provided us with a new and valuable 
means of forest management, MNR is still the agency 
that is ultimately responsible. But because companies 
are taking over ther on=site* works -—-) andydoing:-a igood 
job -- MNR foresters can now devote more time to long 
range planning, market analyses and quality control. 


We now have thestimer to plan» the ‘kind tof: forestsmyou 
will need to compete in the international market in the 
future. 


I'm also pleased that three sawmillers are part of the 
FMA program. The ministry believes there are other 
sawmilling icompaniesmithat iwi Elebeablewtost ake. on 
agreements and the major responsibility for most forest 
management activities. 


All this has not escaped the notice of the financial 


Community. ® Pinanchals insti tutlonss ane; ampressed)bysthne 
fact. ‘youbican Sget: tquaranteed’, Wlongeterme access stograw 
material through agreements -- if all the conditions 


are satisfied. 


I sthink? ‘you pwoeantesee iwightisaway twhat sthemhananeval 
impact of FMAs could have on the long-term financing of 
companies. 


I have just described a number of steps we are taking 
to improve forest management -- and at the same time -- 
support industries like yours well into the 2lst 
CeniruUia ye 


Let me just re-emphasize one of those initiatives -- 
the public awareness program to dispel the 
misconceptions. 


You “can "t “achteve* broad@gqoals wrthoutipthe )supportiyor 
Ener pubic And the key to getting that support is 
keeping people accurately informed. 


That's something everyone in forestry circles can take 
part® in’ -="musti takeipartema) Therevare ws ustetoommany 
misconceptions floating around out there -- and they 
are hindering everyone. 


We are going to set the record straight. We are making 
sure all major reports on forest management get wide 
distribution. That is why we released the Ontario 
provincial auditor's report on forest management, and 
my Deputy Minister's reply to the concerns raised in 
that report. 


- 6 - 


We also released the five-year reviews of the first 
FMAs that were Signed, and have initiateds san 
independent audit of the present and projected state of 
our province's forests. That report by Dean Gordon L. 
Baskerville of the University of New Brunswick will 
also be made public. 


We are releasing this information because the public 
has to know the facts to become involved in forest 
management decision-making. With that kind of 
involvement, we will get the support we need to ensure 
forests are managed properly and that industry 
prospers. 


We have to make sure we keep that accurate data 
fiowing, and teil everyone we can iataton carol wire 
biggest misconceptions around today Tew ciate ehe. LOrese 
products industry is a sunset industry. 


I talked earlier about our partnership. We must never 
forget there is a third partner involved in everything 
we do -- the Ontario public. 


The Ontario government believes its policies serve your 
Miauetry es) the public “interest “and forest management 
well. I know we can count on your support to implement 
these policies. Let's both make sure we also have the 
public's understanding and support. 
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Good morning. I am pleased to see so many of you here 
atativsecarly hour. tts “a*pleasure “to be here, ‘among 
friends with whom I have so much in common. In fact, 
anmeaccinitye tor 'tne rod Vand? reel*is=practically “a 
hereditary trait in my family. My father was an avid 
fly-tyer and fisherman, and the two split bamboo fly 
rods I inherited are treasured possessions. 


I also had an opportunity to see some great fly-tying 
demonstrations by this club at the Toronto Sportsmen's 
Show. Anyone here who is planning to attend the 
fly-tying workshops this weekend is in for a treat. . 


It’ crea great pleasure to’ speak to a group that 
Supporese "lte | philosopny — la ja) practical’ way, by 
generously donating its money and manpower to the 
cause. 


I am referring to your outstanding Support of habitat 
improvement projects for the Credit Valley and Halton 
Region Conservation Authorities. 


Andaie MigiemaAdameiac  VOUrN Ti simror-fun Initrative on 
Kelso Creek has also impressed me. Euke “you, 1 
believe it's the experience of fishing that is most 
important -- not the souvenir you take home. 
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I remember when the Izaak Walton Fly Fisherman's Club 
began in 1970 with two dozen members. Today the club 
has more than 350 members. And the enormous 
popudiarity of the sCanadian Fly Fishing ..Forum, now 
starting its second decade, is testimony to the 
growing involvement of citizens in outdoor recreation 
and the conservation ethic you espouse. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources has also made great 
strides, ,and’ today I would like to tell you what we 
are doing to maintain our healthy fishery. But first, 
let's look at what we're dealing with. 


Ontario. is tar pretty. bigspbace.Waltiisuasubigquas, Western 
Europe. It has a quarter-million lakes, and literally 
millions of kilometres of rivers and streams. These 
waterways--«are home to 144 types of fish, of which 12 
species are avidly pursued by sportsmen. Afid,eit's 
been estimated that three million Ontarians fish at 
least once a year. j 


Spontsecusningecontributes,>7/00-milliony al-yearto the 
provincial economy, the equivalent of 25,000 new jobs. 


And commercial fishing injects another $35-million, 
with a hbarvest of.30,million.kilograms of) fish. 


My ministry's fish hatcheries produced seven million 
fish in 1984-85. These fish were stocked in more 
than 1,000 lakes, rivers and streams across Ontario. 


All in all, the ministry spends $30-million a year on 
fisheries management. We have to be all things to all 
people -- an impossible task. We have to meet the 
needs of the fishing enthusiasts, the commercial 
fishermen, the conservationists. 


To meet those needs, our fishery has to be kept up -- 
but costs have to be kept down. This presents us with 
quite a conundrum. 


Morempish == biggeret ishie-—qualitvetishy=-' ihow.can we 
do’ it’ all) without: blowing ‘our budget’? 


The answer is we can't. Not alone. That's why we 
started programs like the Community Fisheries 
Involvement Program, or CFIP. 


CFIP is one example of growing public involvement in 
the conservation and careful management of our 
resources. This program has enjoyed enormous success 


SsinceUpitne@begansetin f1982:. Through this program, 
community groups propose and carry out fisheries 
habitat improvement projects. My ministry provides 


money, materials and advice. The volunteers provide 
the labor. 


Be 


In CFIP's first year, we funded 24 projects. This 
fiscal year, we have approved more than 100 projects. 


CFIP has been such a success we started another one -- 
CWIP, or Community Wildlife Involvement Program -- to 
improve wildlife habitat. Ltshows ’évery* Sign. of 
being just as popular. 


i apprectate™ Your Support. Of *CPIP 7andi other ministry 
programs, and I value your input and ideas. 


I am also ‘*grateful+"for?tyour/ support eect anetier 
ministry initiative -- the resident angling licence we 
propose to introduce in 1987. 


This licence could generate an additional $10-million 
a; year for fisheries rehabilitation and improved 
enforcement. 


Ontario is the only province that does not yet require 
such a licence. And you are not alone in your support 
EOL. This. move has been endorsed by the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters, the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists and the -.Canadian Wildlife 
Federation. When an idea like this receives such wide 
acclamation,” "'* know 'ethe "timer" isee rps = Poem Gris 
introduction. 


Nevertheless, in keeping with Premier Peterson's 
commitment to open government we want to hear what the 
public: nas. to say on the subjece. We have been 
holding meetings across the province to gather public 
Tnput. The last meeting will be held on Tuesday in 
Owen Sound. 


All of the additional revenue produced by a resident 
‘fishing licence will be directed back into our fishery 
and’ Will ‘no “doubt havea dramatice=i1pac = on out 
programs. It means we'll be able to do more for CFIP 
and other » programs -- more “fish” stocking; -F nore 
research and assessment, more education for young 
people, the fishermen of the future. 


A resident licence will also help us monitor how the 
resource is used -- who uses it, and what their needs 
are. That’ “intormattion will ‘pointeus’ ipmSevesrighit 
direction for further research. 


The’ result “will be'aVstrongerstrsnery == andmtenat 
means increased tourism, new jobs and more money put 
into Ontario's economy. 


That's a tremendous spin-off from one simple action. 
I've already mentioned our fish-stocking program. 


Generally, stocking has wide popular appeal. But 
stocking fish 1s not--our Uulcimate: aim. 
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ChIP Mprovyects;,ewhichn focus fon’ tiimproved habitat for 
naturally-reproducing fish, are far more indicative of 
this ministry's approach to resource ~ management. 
That's because increased stocking is futile unless 
there is adequate habitat and a sufficient food base 
to support additional fish populations. 


I know your club understands that habitat improvement 
is the basis for sound fisheries management. I've 
seen your work with Trout Unlimited along the Credit 
River and liwant “to talk "about that!-a little Later. 


Habitat improvement involves looking at the big 
picture. For example, if we remove a dam, what effect 
will this have on the fish population? How will it 
affect the streambanks? ive plants that~ grow there? 
The wildlife that is supported by that environment? 


Another way we look at the big picture -- both now and 
Porc tthetiuture ==“is®by creating? 20-year fishery 
Management plans for all the "ministry's districts 
throughout Ontario. This year, we are holding open 
houses in eight MNR districts. And we will hold open 
houses’ in’ the Vother=39 districts before the end of 
next year. 


Thatewilleqive us “the *Yorgapicture™ of public interest 
and concerns for our fisheries, and provide direction 
EOE tite. £uture’s 


We recognize that a large part of that public interest 
comes from the people who most utilize that resource 
-- the commercial and sports fishermen. They, in 
particular, are affected by decisions made by this 
ministry. 


That is why we plan to establish a Fisheries Advisory 
Counci Tye wach representatives from sports and 
commercial fishing organizations across the province. 


The council will not only advise my ministry on public 
opinion. Lieewiee bewa forum stores yow to. inform other 
user groups of your particular concerns. 


‘In many ways this advisory council would be similar to 
the Saugeen River Advisory Council, which your club 
and Trout Unlimited were so instrumental in setting 
up. 


Government programs can go a long way toward reaching 
bur mutual goals. Bue ae’ Ss “yroups Like yours ’=- that 
back up their dreams for a quality fishery with their 
money and their manpower -- that really make the 
difference. Your sincerity and genuine interest in 
helping to educate others is what this forum is all 
about. 
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Earlier, I mentioned the extraordinary growth of the 
CELE DEOGr ail. 


Your .club, and slrout Unlimited. pavics tamele Clcu Cora b 
philosophy one step further by working together on a 
number of projects on the Credit River, including log 
rip-rapping, creel surveys, streambank stabilization 
and environmental studies of the river. 


This: kind) iof, co-operation “ls va model tor othee groups, 
and I am confident we'll be seeing more joint projects 
on the Credit and other rivers. 


The Credit deserves a special mention at this point. 
I know of the significance of this river to your club, 
and I know that many of you will .be out on the Credit 
next week -- again with Trout Unlimited -- for your 
annual work weekend. 


At the Ministry of Natural Resources, we too think the 
Credit is an amazing waterway. It is within an hour's 
drive of almost five million people, yet it offers 
quality fishing and its resident trout population is 
Still, sett—sustaininic. 


As you know only too well, the Credit has had enormous 
strains put on it over the past century. Its fortunes 
have risen and fallen in cycles, as our demands on the 
watershed have changed. The surrounding area has been 
used for forestry, for agriculture, and for quarrying. 


The: stocking. that; took place an ‘the 940s) {50s land 
‘60s gave the fishery the boost it needed and today 
the fish reproduce naturally. But we'll have to work 
together to protect that healthy native population. 


To do that, I would urge you to also strengthen your 
ties with other agencies that are involved in the 
administration of our lands and waters. There are a 
number of them. 


e The Ministry of the Environment has the mandate to 
maintain good water quality for people and aquatic 
life. And I don't have to tell you how seriously 
Jim Bradley, the new minister, is taking his 
responsibilities. 


e The local conservation authority is responsible for 
flood control and erosion control. This includes 
such works as streambank stabilization and 
channelization. 


e The Ministry of Agriculture and Food is responsible 
for control of erosion on agricultural land. 


8 And, of course, you must have a good working 
relationship with the private landowners; their 
co-operation can make or break your efforts. 
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But we need more «than site-specific CFIP projects to 
preserve and maintain the fishery on the Credit. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources has spent more than 
$45,000 over the past three years on rehabilitation, 
and the Credit Valley Conservation Authority has spent 
about the same in the past two years. 


This government recognizes the value of the Credit, 
and recently my ministry established 260 hectares of 
land at the Forks as part of the Niagara Escarpment 
parks system. 


This system —- a chain of 105 parks reaching Crom 
Ronthid Igemnoarr) oteurCatharines, and, not, far,,..from 
iecaromibalts amto.the tip of.,the Bruce Peninsula -- 
Wit CcOnsistasOte dl mix. Of Drovyincial. parks and 
conservation areas. 


As- I mentioned earlier, we're working on 20-year 
management plans for the Credit and other important 
rivers. We'll be drawing on our own studies and 
research, but we want to hear what you have to say. 


What do you want the Credit River to be like in the 
twenty-first century? 


During ‘the next 12.months, ‘there will, be.a number,of 
opportuni tiess-for this club-}to_meet.wath ministry 
Stuart to talk about the Credit. 


Teaknows Ehateone.ot syoursichief ambitions for this river 
is to have special regulations on the taking of trout. 


And special regulations are being enforced elsewhere 
in Ontario. They are being tested now in northern 
Ontario, at such sites as Walleye Lake, the Sutton 
River and the Albany River. 


Staff in my ministry's Cambridge and Maple offices are 
looking: *“caretully,.at, Special. .regulations.,.for the 
Creditmeand others .GeVerSwaseean option that ecould»-be 
part of their fishery management plans. These plans 
are to be submitted to me by next April. 


As I mentioned earlier, the process of preparing 
fisheries management plans requires a full public 
review. These documents will be available to your 
club, and to other interested groups. I know you will 
study them and offer valuable comments. I can assure 
you that your ideas will be carefully considered. 


The Maple and Cambridge districts will hold open 


nouses '-- probably by next) winter -—- to. allow you to 
comment on and discuss these fisheries plans with 
Mave cry sStatt. Please come out and give us the 


benefit of your experience and insight. 


pe 


We must make plans for our waters now. We must have a 
vision of this province s future now. Only when we 
have a blueprint, “to  Jfol low, cane we mouilde a. cic 
development and protection of areas such as the Credit 
River. For only then will we have a clear vision of 
the results, of Our actions. And only then can we 
justify those actions. 


Some of you may have heard of a comment made at the 
Wild Trout Symposium held in 1984 in West Yellowstone. 
Quote: "You manage exceptional rivers with exceptional 
management." That. is how, I feel about tne Credit 
River. 


With the help of dedicated people like you -- 
dedicated managers like you -- I know we can make the 
exceptional waters of the Credit a MOU. Or 
intelligent management and conservation-conscious use. 


The Izaak Walton Fly Fisherman's Club has already 
impressed me with its commonsense approach to the 
protection and perpetuation of the fishery. 


And at this forum you have a ready-made audience .of 
1,200 people to whom you can deliver the conservation 
message. 


It "Ss a, message. 7 too support , Doth ac. Mimic lcm of 
Natural Resources and as an enthusiastic fisherman. 


The enormous success of this forum is due to the 
dedication of its .sponsors,, the Dyaak Wat tong ey 
Fisherman, Ss Club, to, the art landuspore ots ty varios ng. 
I believe that here, in the congenial atmosphere of 
the Canadian Fly Fishing Forum, the club continues to 
get the conservation message across to an eagér and 
sympathetic audience of like-minded sportsmen. 


“It's a message that bears repeating, and for that 


reason I hope the Canadian Fly Fishing Forum will 
enjoy another 10 years of success. 
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Thank you. I'm very glad to be here tonight. Lits 
always a pleasure to get back up to the Bruce 
Peninsula. And I especially enjoy speaking to an 
audience with whom I have so much in common. 


I say that because I am an admirer of your unflagging 
commitment to one of Ontario's natural resources -- 
our fisheries. The hard work and initiative you 
people display is an example to all of us who work in 
resource management. 


A lot of hard work has also gone into putting this 
symposium together. I'm sure everyone here will agree 
that the organizers have done an outstanding job. 


I'm very much in favor of occasions such as these 
which bring together resource users and resource 
managers. I'm in favor of anything that gets people 
talking to each other. And having representation from 
the United States, as well as from Ontario, makes this 
type of forum even more worthwhile. 


We're all here tonight for one reason -- we believe 
the Great Lakes sport fishery is a special resource 
and we want to keep it that way. It's special because 
whether you're five or 95, the fish are there to 
enjoy. 
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It's true Ontario's fishing industry ==" Gubsth 
commercial and sport == makes a Significant 
contribution to the provincial economy. And it's a 
valuable source of food. But I think most people care 
about the Great Lakes fisheries for the simple reason 
that they enjoy fishing. 


I've been enjoying fishing all my life. I grew up in 
Niagara Falls with two Great Lakes at my doorstep. 
Believe me I took advantage of that. These days I do 
most of my fishing at my family's cottage on Lake 
Temagami. 


I think the biggest difference between now, and when I 
was a boy, is the change in attitude toward fish as a 
resource. Today, the need for careful management, 
planning and conservation is better understood. And a 
sense of responsibility to the resource is expected on 
the part of everyone who fishes. 


What we've learned over the years -- the hard way -- 
is that this resource is both fragile and finite. But 
despite all the changes, we've still got a strong and 
varied fish resource. That's due to the effort and 
hard work of a lot of people -- research biologists, 
scientists, fishery managers, and increasingly, the 
people who fish. 


When I took office as Minister of Natural Resources 
last June, I was impressed with the accomplishments of 
the ministry's fisheries branch. We have talented and 
knowledgeable people at MNR who have worked to build a 
solid foundation of provincial fisheries management 
programs. 


That foundation influences the direction our programs 


will take in the future -- and that is what I want to 
talk about tonight. Where are we going with our 
fisheries programs? What are our long-term goals? 


And, working together, how can we best achieve them? 


First of all, let's consider the wealth we have to 
work with -- the Great Lakes, a quarter million inland 
lakes, and countless rivers and streams. There is no 
doubt we. are blessed with a variety of fishing 
opportunities in this province, unmatched anywhere 
else on the continent. 


Our job is to maintain that richness. We are also 
working to restore and bring back’ traditional 
fisheries. These include fisheries that were 
destroyed through decades of overfishing, through 
pollution from unchecked industrial expansion and, in 
some instances, through the introduction of non-native 
species. 


This is not a task that we, as fisheries managers, can 
accomplish on our own. We need your help. That's 
another thing I've learned since becoming Minister. I 
have gained a greater appreciation for the role of 
public participation in resource management. 


I believe it is essential ‘for thespubdiics co acceptya 
degree of responsibility for the resources from which 
they benefit. I will be emphasizing this often as I 
meet with groups and individuals across the province. 


We are continuing to develop programs that take us in 
that direction. Those of you who attended the Toronto 
Sportsmen's Show last month probably visited the 
ministry display. As always, it was one of the 
highlights of the show.- This year the theme was what 
I've been talking about -- the importance of working 
together. 


Of course, greater public involvement in resource 
management isn't new to my ministry. It has long been 
reflected in many of the MNR programs you are familiar 
with,=such as the Community Fisheries Involvement 
Program. 


I can't help but be impressed with the work of CFIP. 
Many of you here tonight are involved in CFIP 
projects. Your accomplishments are commendable. And 
your enthusiasm is a clear indication that the public 
cares about natural resources. - 


We want to build on this interest by developing our 
public consultation process even more. We aren't 
going to let you off easy. We not only want your time 
and labor, we want your ideas and suggestions too. 


As you know, a round of public meetings is going on 
across the province right now to find out what people 
think about a resident angling licence. The last of 
the 18 meetings will be held on Tuesday night at the 
Owen Sound Public Library. I encourage everyone here 
tonight who is from this area to be there. 


Ontario is one of the few places in North America 
where it is still possible for resident anglers to 
fish without a licence. I understand the position of 
people who say it would be nice to keep it that way. 


But I also know that revenues from such a licence will 
make it possible to significantly expand and enhance 
our fisheries programs. More fish habitat will be 
rehabilitated and new hatcheries will be built. There 
will be more money for CFIP projects. 


All things considered, I believe a resident licence is 
good news for the anglers in this province. And you 
will be glad to know we have been assured that all 
revenues from a licence will be channelled back into 
fisheries programs. 


<A = 


A resident angling licence also fits into the 
"user-pay" approach to resource management thatiewe 
encourage. 


Of course, this approach doesn't apply only to sport 
fishing. Beginning in 1987, commercial fishermen in 
Ontario will be paying a new royalty on commercial 
catches. 


And it goes beyond the fisheries. Hunters’ buy 
licences to hunt, campers pay fees to camp in 
provincial parks. And lumber and mining companies pay 
logging and extraction fees. 


Well, I guess I've made it pretty clear where I stand 
on this issue. But before anything is finalized, we 
need to know where you -- and your fellow anglers 
across the province -- stand. So please come out to 
the meeting next week, and bring your fishing friends. 


Now, after encouraging you to come out to next week's 
meeting, I want to thank all of you who attended last 
week's District Fisheries Management Planning Open 
House in Owen Sound. 


I told you we weren't going to let you off easy. You 
thought fishing was a nice, relaxing hobby for summer 
weekends. I sometimes wonder how any of you manage to 
get any fishing in at all. If you're not attending 
public meetings or open houses, you're working on CFIP 
projects. 


By the way, if any of you missed that open house, you 
can still let us know what concerns you most about our 
long-term plans for the area fishery. Just send in 
your suggestions and comments to the local sistrict- 
office before May 2. 


There's a lot of information in the draft management 
plan that was distributed at the open house last week. 
Some exciting developments are in store for the Owen 
Sound area. 


According to the draft proposal, the major thrust of 
local management efforts will continue to be directed 
toward coldwater fish stocks in Lake Huron = and 
Georgian Bay. Wild stocks of rainbow trout, brown 
trout and chinook salmon will be supplemented with 
plantings of fish reared by MNR and under CFIP 
projects. 


Our stocking record in this area is excellent. Last 
year, almost one million fish were planted in Owen 
Sound district waters. 
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CFIP projects must be credited for a good deal of the 
stocking effort. Between the fall of 1984 and the 
fall of 1985, three mini-hatchery and seven upwelling 
incubation box projects were undertaken by local 
sportsmen's clubs. Chinook salmon, brown trout and 
rainbow trout eggs were collected for these fish 
culture projects. 


As you know, 1985 was the first year chinook were 
stocked in Owen Sound district waters. in, total, 
129,150 chinook salmon smolts were released in three 
Lake Huron tributaries and one Georgian Bay tributary, 
as part of CFIP projects. 


These fish will augment the salmon fishery that has 
already developed in the Goderich-Southampton area as 
a result of the stocking programs of our American 
friends on the other side of the lake. 


Efforts will also continue to be directed toward 
establishing a self-sustaining lake trout backcross 
population in southwestern and northwestern Georgian 
Bay. 


I know there are a lot of opinions out there as to the 
potential of the backcross as a viable coldwater 
species. I think it has already proven itself as an 
excellent sport fish. Whether or not it will be able 
to self-reproduce in sufficient numbers, remains to be 
seen. ‘ 


To that end, we are undertaking a 10-year study, 
beginning this spring, to compare and assess the 
performance of lake trout and lake trout backcross in 
Georgian Bay around Owen Sound. A similar program may 
be carried out in northern Georgian Bay in the’ future. 


We already know that backcross are reproducing 
naturally in these waters. This paired planting study 
will further determine the merits -- if any -- of one 
species over the other. 


The study calls for annual stocking in Owen Sound of 
100,000 lake trout and 100,000 backcross for five 
consecutive years. Four separate sites will be 
planted in the Sound. The fish in each site will have 
a coded nose tag so their point of origin can be 
identified. 


You might be interested to know that both species were 
obtained from the same Lake Manitou lake trout gene 
pool, and that they were raised in the same hatchery 
under identical conditions. 


This project has many implications. It will provide 
direction for future fisheries management -- not only 
in Georgian Bay but in other waters of the province as 
well. 
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Of course, fish management extends far beyond fish 
eulture. In fact, fish management programs over the 
next five years in the Owen Sound district will 
generally focus on assessment and rehabilitation. 


That's because increased stocking is a futile effort 
unless there is adequate habitat and a sufficient food 
base to support the additional fish populations. 


This is another area where the ministry is indebted to 
those of you who are part of a CFIP project. Most of 
the local stream rehabilitation and spawning ground 
projects carried out over the past three years likely 
wouldn't have happened without your hard work. 


You know, CFIP has become so successful that it's 
difficult to imagine what we did without it. Many of 
you will be pleased to know that this success has 
prompted us to consider expanding the CFIP mandate to 
include _ large-scale projects sponsored by 
municipalities and private corporations. 


These larger projects would involve such things as 
building fishways, dredging spawning channels, and 
other major habitat works. 


Petthink it's. °a ‘qood idea, ‘and one that*™we "will 
definitely be working on. The implementation of a 
resident licence would be a big boost in providing 
funds for these kinds of projects... 


There are other benefits to CFIP you may not have 
considered. It serves to make an entire community -- 


not just anglers -- more aware and appreciative of 
their local ‘fishery resource. As well, improved 
fishing draws tourists -- and tourist dollars -- to 


the area. This is another reason that municipalities 
may want to get involved in large-scale fishery 
improvement projects. 


Over the past few years, the local Lake Huron/Georgian 
Bay area has also benefited from reduced pressure from 
commercial operators. Much of this is due to MNR's 
buy-back efforts. 


Provincewide, we've bought back 52 licences, 19 of 
them in the Lake Huron/Georgian Bay fishery. We will 
continue to buy back commercial licences on a 
selective basis, where over-exploited stocks or 
unavoidable user conflicts exist. In these areas, I 
believe buy-backs are the most economically sensible 
solution. 


In other areas -- where conflict is unintentional due 
to the use of non-selective fishing gear -- we will 
encourage a switch from gill nets to live entrapment 
gear. 
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Both of these initiatives will help enormously in the 
efforts to build up populations of non-commercial 
species. 


In general, the ministry is pleased with the progress 
of the commercial fishing modernization program and 
quota system. I honestly feel that, as fishery 
Managers, we have turned a corner in improving 
communications and finding common ground with 
commercial operators. 


Asi-~Minister,. »ituc Si: avis BIOD Belo Bensuce, Sthaci sour 
commonly-owned natural resources are allocated fairly. 
It is then up to the resource user groups to do their 
best to resolve differences among themselves. In this 
instance, I - think both anglers and _ commercial 
fishermen have come a long way. 


A good local example is the co-operation displayed by 
commercial fishermen during the Chantry Chinook 
“Classic last August. For three weeks, the commercial 
fishing boats voluntarily stayed away from the derby 
area off the Sauble and Saugeen Rivers. That kind of 
"working together" attitude not only makes life easier 
all around, it also benefits the fishery. 


I'm glad to say that fishery management activity is 
increasing right across the province. Last year, our 
provincial fish culture stations produced about ll 
million fish for stocking into more than 1,000 lakes, 
rivers and streams. We stocked close to four and a 
half million fish in the Great Lakes alone. ; 


We spent $3.8-million constructing new hatcheries, and 
expanding and upgrading existing ones. This included 
construction at North Bay, at Tarentorus near Sault 
Ste. Marie, at Harwood on Rice Lake, and at White Lake 
near Perth. 


Plans are being developed for a new incubation and 
early rearing facility at Blue Jay Creek on Manitoulin 
Island. 


Another project to keep your eye on is_~ the 
experimental cage culture project located near Little 
Current on Manitoulin Island. ‘ 


Production in these cages increased from 16,000 lake 
trout backcross in 1984, to 60,000 lake trout 
backcross plus 14,000 lake trout in 1985. Due to some 
promising advances in culture techniques, we now 
expect that 1986-87 may see production of as many as 
300,000 backcross and 70,000 lake trout. 
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As far as long-term planning goes, never before have 
we had such comprehensive fishery management plans in 
the works. We're in the process of drafting plans for 
eight key districts across Ontario -- Owen Sound is 
one -- to serve as prototypes for the rest of the 
province. . 


Our children and grandchildren will be the direct 
beneficiaries of these plans. What they fish for in 
the next century will depend very much on _ how 
successfully we co-operate in managing the fish 
resource today. 


It will depend on the quality of our research programs 
in fish disease and fish nutrition. It will depend on 
our ability to clean up the environment -- and keep it 
clean. 


It will depend on advances and improvements in our 
methods of fish culture to breed stronger, more 
adaptable species. It will depend on fair and 
consistent enforcement of fishing regulations. 


Mostly, it will depend on all of us -- anglers, 
commercial fishermen, scientists, research biologists 
and fisheries managers -- getting involved and working 
together. I think we can do it. After all, we have a 
lot in common -- we enjoy fishing. 
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1 would ike to’ welcome you all to “the “Greg Clark 
Outdoor Editorial Writing Award luncheon. Lita rise eS 
function to which I look forward with increasing 
pleasure each year. 


Unfortunately, the Minister, Vincent Kerrio, could not 
be with us today. He asked me to extend his warm 
regards to all of you, and his heartiest 
congratulations to the winner, John Power. 


John, Mr. Kerrio has asked me to express his personal 
regrets at not being here today. He wants me to tell 
you how much he's enjoyed meeting and talking with you 
after reading your column for so long. And he also 
wants me to assure you that last year's salmon fishing 
trip on Lake Ontario was so enjoyable that it doesn't 
matter how small the fish were. 


Tm sure tnate most of you know that Mr. Kerrio’s 
interest in the outdoors extends well beyond his 
duties as Minister of Natural Resources. He is a keen 
outdoorsman and has travelled widely throughout this 
province. As a sportsman, he places a high value on 
Ontario's natural assets. 
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For this reason, I know he, like me, has a deep 
personal appreciation of the significance of the Greg 
Clark Award. 


Greg, Clark was an avid outdoorsman and a. fierce 
conservationist. As a journalist writing about the 
outdoors, his ideas influenced the thinking of many 
people. 


He is probably best remembered for his humorous 
articles, which appeared in the Star Weekly and later, 
Weekend Magazine. His stories were brilliantly 
illustrated, first by his good friend Jimmie Frise, 
then by Duncan Macpherson. 


Thousands of Canadians looked forward to spending a 
part of their weekend with Greg Clark. And many came 
to feel a personal friendship with the Clark family 
through his stories. Some of the Clark family are 
here today with us, and I extend an especially warm 
welcome to them. 


I would also like to thank the judges of this award, 
whochad thes-dvibiculzyajobs of ys sifting through 29 
entries before arriving at their decision. The judges 
were: 


& Grant Mulholland, retired executive director 
of Outdoor Writers of Canada; 


e haveGiloert, executiver director of the Fur 
Institute of Canada; and, 


e Jack Davis, retired editor of Ontario Angler 
and Hunter magazine, who is now the executive 
director of Outdoor Writers of Canada and 
media relations manager for the Labatt's 
Fishing Series. 


Thanks to each of you for volunteering your time for 
ENus,errort. 


This year's winner is a familiar face at the Ministry 
of Natural Resources. John Power has been writing 
about the outdoors for 25 years and his column in the 
Toronto Star -- appropriately enough, Greg Clark's old 
stamping ground -- is widely read. 


John's winning entry was published in "Legion" 
magazine in April 1985 and is called “Swamp Secrets". 
Tnamite etremiteliscyius hot!) a favorites place .,of his 
childhood which he refers to simply as "my swamp". 


Jonn's swamp no longer exists, and in his article he 
presents a strong case for preserving wetlands. He 
cites their many functions: as wildlife and aquatic 
habitat, as a producer of raw materials, as a natural 
filter to remove chemicals from the water, as a 
reservoir. 
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At the Ministry of Natural Resources, we too know 
wetlands are something special, and we are now 
completing an inventory of Ontario wetlands. 


We recognize the important role that wetlands play in 
the ecological balance, and we are doing what we can 
to save them. 


This article is more than an eloquent plea for the 
preservation of a vanishing resource. Ts Penink 
everyone who read it identified with this evocative 
account of John's secret place. We each had some 
special natural place in ?®ourg>?chitidhood Vande this 
article stirred up many happy memories. 


"Swamp Secrets" touched a responsive chord in all the 
judges, and was written in the finest tradition of a 
Greg Clark piece. 


I think Greg Clark would be pleased to see the renewed 
interest the people of this province have in the 
wetlands and forests and lakes of Ontario. He was 
privy to many of the secrets of nature. 


He might use an occasion like this as an opportunity 
to talk seriously about conservation and the 
environment. But I think that here, at a gathering of 
his fellow journalists, he'd likely tell you about one 
of his many adventures in the out-of-doors. 


Perhaps he would tell us about the time he and Jimmie 
Frise headed off to a swamp near Fergus for a rabbit 
hunt. The year was 1934 and, to keep warm in the open 
car, they had two bearskins, complete with claws and 
teeth. Six hounds and a friend, acting as guide, 
accompanied them. 


Well, the party split up and Greg got lost and slipped 
of’f' -a * log ,) Falling tult—lengt nei nto? avec. Or 
course he was thoroughly soaked. 


He returned to his car, wrapped himself in a bear rug, 
and proceeded to look for Jimmie. 


Suddenly the hounds, frantic with excitement, were 
baying all around him. He fell down again, the bear 
rug billowing around him, and heard Jimmie say to 
their guide, “Hold stile untiie ii getthinéyn thelmead!” 


Greg let loose with a loud cry. Jimmie Frise came 
home empty-handed but with a heck of a good story 
about the bear that got away. 


hy 


ingots tales of the great outdoors, Greg Clark often 
poked fun at his favorite victim -- himself. He liked 
to paint a picture of himself as an inept sportsman 
but, in fact, he was an expert fly-tyer, an inveterate 
bird-watcher and was a founder of the club that was to 
become the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters. 
He also wrote the text of "Game Fishes of Canada". 


His favorite places often provided a backdrop for his 
humorous stories. But he also wrote eloquently and 
convincingly about the need to conserve our natural 
resources. He once wrote: 


"No national asset is more fragile than 
oun Wildlite . Canada appreciates her 
responsibility in this respect. 


But the intelligence of our game laws 
is vain without the intelligent 
co-operation, “of allvewho “Share the 
treasure." 


Thirty years later, John Power writes in "Swamp 
Secrets": 


"Wetlands are far too important to be a 


political football. They are 
everyone's responsibility -— 
individuals, industry and 


government.... 


Ser They should be regarded as 
priceless assets, not costly 
liabilities." 


Oddly enough, a response to this year's winning 
article for the Greg Clark Outdoor Editorial Writing 
Award was voiced more than 50 years ago. 


John Power, like Greg Clark, has been both a strong 
Qely sana ae worthy critic of the Ministry of ‘Natural 
Resources. His opinions and comments are 
well-informed, and I am delighted to see him following 
in @=Greqeeclark's “ootsteps! as "la~ champion of “‘the 
conservation cause. 


Fifty years later, the outdoor writers of this 
province are still doing well. 


I am pleased that John Power is among them, and is 
being appropriately honored for his contribution here 
today. 
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Good evening everyone. 


Vincent Kerrio, the Minister of Natural Resources, 
wanted to be here tonight and very much regrets that 
he could not come. I am pleased to be here on his 
behalf -- not only because I like to keep in touch 
with old friends and renew acquaintances, but also 
because gathered here tonight are many of the 
decision-makers of Lambton region. 


This annual event provides a tremendous opportunity 
for us to review our common progress over the years, 
ands gore mes co Stela® you about @some® of* the’ new 
directions the ministry is taking. 


It's certainly an opportunity I appreciate, for I know 
you are all aware of the importance of our natural 
resources. 


Our province is blessed with mineral, forest, wildlife 
and water resources that are virtually unmatched 
anywhere in the world. These resources are vital to 
the life of every Ontarian. 
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It is the job of the Ministry of Natural Resources to 
manage this abundant wealth -- for the greatest 
benefit of all Ontarians. 


that, 1S. avbig’ Jobs We>must bes:all «things to,all 
people -- and take into account the needs and often 
conflicting demands of all resource users. We have to 
Consider howtalLlmourtactronslatfiectithe mext. person —— 
and the next generation. 


One of our resources shared by many users is our 


fishery s.iMone than a third of Ontario mesidents,.7- or 
two-and-a-quarter million people -- fish at least once 
a year. Altogether, sport fishing injects some 


$700-million annually to our economy. The commercial 
fishing industry adds another $35-million. 


At MNR, we're working hard to protect and maintain 
this valuable resource. The ministry currently spends 
more than $30-million a year on fisheries management. 
fis money sis Used@for programs) suchjrasefashy'and 
habitat protection, fish stocking, research and public 
involvement and education programs. 


Dasteryearralone Gour sprovincial’ fish culture stations 
produced ll-million fish for stocking into more than 
1,000 lakes, rivers and streams. We stocked close to 
four-and-a-half-million fish in the Great Lakes alone. 
Wetrspent. Close SitoelSsae-mididones constructing, new 
hatcheries, and expanding and upgrading existing ones. 
Just! last “month; (we Stocked) the St. ‘Clair River with 
AO. OOOrtErout: 


But we want to do more. 


Mat’ as why* my MinistersoVincents Kerrio, wants to 
introduce a resident angling licence in Ontario next 
year. Hestiastipromisedt thats ald» cof), they revenue 
generated by this licence -- an estimated $10-million 
-- will go to improve Ontario's fisheries. 


Our province is one of the few places in North America 
where wmitearee’ stall \ possible: iformmnesident sanglers ito 
fish without a licence. I understand those who say it 
would be nice to keep it that way. 


I also know that the revenues from such a licence will 
make it possible to significantly expand and enhance 
our fisheries improvement programs. 


That means more fish will be stocked, more hatcheries 
Wislh le bey abunskes There will be more money for the 
Community Fisheries Involvement Program. 
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As you know, an improved Ontario fishery means more 
fishing opportunities. Thiss pind s Curne pmeanssa more 
revenue from tourism, resulting in) increased benefits 
to the hospitality Industry, sretavlerc mand sotner 
businesses and service industries. 


A resident angling licence will also give fisheries 
managers important information about how the resource 
is being used. MNR will be able to monitor who is 
fishing, where ‘and for what, and our fisheries 
management programs will become better geared to the 
needs of the angler. 


The resident angling licence has received. strong 
Support S°brom Yimanye Sports? “ghoupsia 7a the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters, the Northern 
Ontario Tourist Outfitters Association, the Federation 
of Ontario Naturalists and the Canadian Wildlife 
Federation. 


We also held a series of 18 public meetings across the 
province to gather public comment on our proposal. 
Currently it is being suggested that residents aged 18 
to 64 pay $10 a year, and those over 65 pay $5 a year. 


Assessment of the results of those public meetings 
will be completed later» this month, but. it appears 
most®Ontarianssésupporeé! §theticoncepEqot papg-ressdent 
angling licence as a means of helping to pay for the 
protection, maintenance and rebuilding of the resource 
they use. 


People want to take responsibility for the resources 
they use. 


In our successful Community Fisheries Involvement 
Program, concerned citizens like you are working with 
ugi to increases Lisha populations ganda mprnovewst 1sh 
populations in their areas. 


The Blue Water Anglers Fish Hatchery in Sarnia is an 
excellent "éxamplé of: tasslocal sCRIB/ project;,thab has 
achieved outstanding success. What began as a modest 
undertaking severa’ years ago with CFIP funding is 
quickly becoming a big operation. 


Through CFIP we supply advice as well as money for 
materials and equipment. The volunteers supply the 
labor. 


The idea behind CFIP is to give the public a chance to 
work with MNR to improve sport fishing in their area. 
We encourage you to develop any ideas you might have. 


For those interested in wildlife, we have a wildlife 
program that somewhat parallels CFIP. Li's called 
CWIP, which stands for Community Wildlife Involvement 
Program. 
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Like CFIP, CWIP is a program that gives the public an 
opportunity to participate in the design and 
implementation of wildlife habitat improvement 
projects. 


Enthusiasm for this new program is growing rapidly. 
In--Chatham District, three CWIP projects are under 
way. At the Holiday Beach Waterfowl Unit, Donald 
Davidson and his friends have rebuilt a waterfowl 
viewing stand. This will allow people to see the 
birds up close, without endangering either the people 
or the birds. 


TheliBambton) County Trapper st Council sconstructed: na 
mobile trapping display booth to be used throughout 
your#ervdis tract bo ge teach the publi ceabout,.e  (fhur 
management. This imaginative mobile display shows the 
Variety Moke furbéaring Vanimals -<dinrcthis. varearcand 
illustrates methods of humane trapping. 


The third CWIP proposal, submitted by the Windsor 
Sportsmen Juniors, was approved by the ministry last 
month. Assisted by senior sportsmen, these youngsters 
are constructing wood duck nesting boxes for the 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters. 


As you can see, there has been a lot of interest in 
your area in our Community Wildlife Involvement 
Program. We are looking forward to receiving more 
applications in the near future. And I should mention 
that you don't have to be part of a large organization 
to epartacipate. Individuals, like Donald Davidson, 
are just as welcome. All you need is a good idea and 
therenthustasn tol carry yout your project. 


Foriiexamp le 4uCWLP ow could, bes airvehiclemfor you sto 
improve hunting opportunities. I know many of you are 


small-game hunters. Under~ CWLP.,. you,.can develop 
habitat-improvement projects for the properties of 
co-operative landowners. These improvements don't 


necessarily have to be aimed at game species. 


By enhancing habitat for, say, bluebirds or purple 
martins, you can help demonstrate that hunters are 
conservationists. CWIP offers funds for necessary 
equipment and materials, as well as MNR expertise and 
advice to help with these projects. 


CWIP offers sportsmen, like yourselves, an opportunity 
to put something back into the wildlife resource, and 
an opportunity to help ensure that future generations 
will enjoy the same quality of outdoor experiences. 


Another swopicwleramesure) yourcare imterested. in -- 
particularly those of you who are farmers -- is the 
status of the province's wetlands policy. 
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You're all familiar with the value of large wetlands, 
and in this area you're fortunate to have a number of 
them. There "os Port? Pranks 9in? ThesPinery) Walpole 
Island, Skunk's Misery, ‘Byron Bog* north of | London, 
Balmoral Marsh and Rondeau Bay. 


But the smaller marshy lands that some of you may have 
On your Own properties are just as important. 


Wetlands are habitat for many wildlife species. They 
also serve as natural filtering systems, collecting 
and breaking down chemicals that would otherwise drain 
off farmland, and into our water systems. 


Yet 80 per cent of the original two million acres of 
wetlands in *Gsouthern  ?SOntar vor 7 have taireadyeybecn 
drained. 


To protect and conserve our remaining wetlands, the 
province established guidelines for wetlands 
management in 1984. As one of the first stages of 
implementation, MNR has undertaken a total inventory 
of Ontario's wetlands. By LO oi77,) faldesigniercant 
wetlands in southern Ontario will have been evaluated 
on their biological, social and economic value, and 
ranked into one of seven classifications. 


We are still working on our wetland protection. We 
hope’ ‘that! othe policy canbe" setirout’ in Asi watter 
full consultation with the public and other government 
agencies affected by such policy. The policy would be 
backed-up’ by “ thes *Pianning! Act; ®4where? 7the S2seven 
classifications would be reflected by appropriate 
regulation. 


Those wetlands that are proven to have provincial 
SignificanceM=—"C hassesnmil- andio2o=-hwrllriikely+be 
protected by appropriate planning by municipalities. 


In this district so far, Port Franks has been given a 
Class 1 evaluation. This year, we'll be looking at 
places like the Wawanash wetlands, Stag Island, and 
wooded swamps throughout the county. 


At the Ministry of Natural Resources, we realize that 
people who- own Swamplands need and deserve an 
incentive to maintain that land when it could be more 
financially rewarding to use it in other ways. And 
we're working on ways to make wetland maintenance an 
attractive proposition. 


We're working with Wildlife Habitat Canada on a 
program to purchase wetlands. We're trying to 
convince Wildlife Habitat Canada that it should match 
us for every dollar the ministry and other interest 
groups spend. 
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We're also working with the Ministry of Revenue, 
studying how a taxation or compensation system can be 
structured to meet this need. Thisa-Coudc .EnVOLVe: “a 
tax rebate or reclassification of the land. It means 
we also must consult with municipalities so that their 
tax base is maintained. We're also working on 
conservation easement agreements. And we have working 
agreements with interest groups such as Ducks 
Unlimited, the Natural Heritage League and the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada to bring landowners and groups 
together. 


You can see that wetland protection is a complicated 
business. I assure you that this ministry is looking 
Fong” andiihard: latyways ytoimarry -thes,interests of 
private landowners with the interests of all other 
users of the resource. We're trying to find creative 
ways to make it worth your while to protect wetlands. 


We need your ideas and solutions in managing wetlands 
—-—7 Jvke all othersmesources..inw~Ontar uo. -a.in an 
integrated way. 


Like wetlands, our woodlots also provide both 
environmental and financial benefits. Forests help 
reduce soil erosion. Theywe provideF habitat. ‘for 
wildlife and provide recreational opportunities. 


Many landowners in Lambton County have taken advantage 
of the various services offered under the private land 
forestry program. 


You have grown wind barriers, and you have worked in 
co-operation with district MNR staff to manage your 
forest lands. Lechiwk? i tots! "qreatothatuyou, can’ make 
profits from your woodlots because that means you are 
going to keep them for a long, long time. 


Having a woodlot is much like having an annuity. Lt 
isomns investmentein your (future. .; Every, five, 10, or 
15 years -- whatever your harvesting schedule -- you 


receive an income from your forest. 


Whwtlels tenis mtruesithatnwe,arer planting,.trees and 
managing /forests, oltisis.also |/true..that,.forests are 
being cut prematurely or cleared to make way for more 
farmland. 


Lambton County already has too few trees. Onby 7.5 
per cent of the county is forested. That is why your 
county passed a tree-cutting bylaw. 1 commend you for 
your leadership in acting wisely for the sake of your 
children and grandchildren. It shows that Lambton 
County is) ‘Committed’ to pretecting its natural 
resources. 


Sy bo 


Your efforts to conserve forests will benefit all 
Ontarians in the long run. We at MNR appreciate your 
participation in resource management. And we hope 
you'll continue to profit from your woodlots. 


Speaking of profits, The Pinery is an example of how 
co-operation can lead directly to profits for local 
business. 


I) know! I donttemhave® vol tehilay oom this, youty ThegPinery 
is one of the most interesting natural environment 
parks in the province. It provides opportunities for 


the public to view wildlife -- beaver, muskrat, deer, 
some waterfowl, brush wolves, and numerous species of 
shorebirds -- in their natural habitat. During 
summer, The Pinery always enjoyed overflowing crowds. 
But in winter, this park -- like many others in the 
province -- was abandoned. 


That: Ws)“ intile park) stati decided: | toupromeoteyaises, of 
the park on a year-round basis. 


To this end, MNR staff worked with the Chamber of 
Commerce in Grand Bend to develop promotions that are 
now proving very successful. 


Sharing advertising costs, the chamber and The Pinery 
succeeded in attracting winter enthusiasts who filled 
Grand Bend's available accommodation every winter 
weekend this past year. And now, local merchants are 
expanding their businesses. 


This local success story is a perfect example of how 
our natural resources can be used to attract tourism 
revenue. I wish you continued success in your 
co-operative efforts with The Pinery. 


But profits are not always measured in terms of 
dolYars ‘and “cenes® Inddeéd7! insithew programs! I've 
discussed this evening, there are also many 
non-monetary benefits for all Ontarians. 


For’<examphe, <thesiintroduetionmyjofy.a’ resident angling 
licence is really an investment in the future. Our 
acceptance of this licensing proposal signals our 
commitment to the proper management of Ontario's 
natural resources -- for everyone's sake. 


Similarly, I urge you to manage your woodlots for 
long-term harvesting and profits. And I've already 
mentioned how important wetlands are in filtering 
chemicals from the water before they reach our rivers 
and lakes. 


- 8 - 


These aren't benefits that will show up on any balance 
sheet -- but they are real benefits, just the same. 


Ultimately, your community will decide these resource 
issues, and those to come. I encourage you to act 
with foresight and in a spirit of co-operation. 


Pndwonmtnatenore,aitaiS only. fitting that I take this 
opportunity to congratulate a man in this community 
who has been a volunteer deputy conservation officer 
forse 35> (years. 


This man has a heart as big as his name. By now you 
must know I am talking about none other than Joe Lucan 
Due) bid Oe. 


Joe is a legend. This past winter he was nicknamed 
"The Hound" when he managed to track down a deer no 
one else could find. His) instincts Gand “gqoodaysense 


have proved invaluable over the years. 


Joe has spent thousands of dollars from his own pocket 
to replace or repair personal equipment that was 
damaged in the course of performing his duties. 


My colleague in Toronto, Dale Gartley, who worked with 
Big Joe for many years says and I quote: "Joe accepts 
you as if you were his own child. He is generous with 
all the guys and doesn't play any favorites. He is 
probably the best public relations man we have. He's 
very supportive and he gives out good information to 
all those who ask." End of quote. 


For 35 years of volunteering, we thank you, Joe Lucan. 
Come on up here Big Joe, I have something to give you. 


Let's give Joe a big hand. Thank you. 
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Welcome to The Walter L. Plonski Forest. 


Neen time when Ontario's forests are under close 
scrutiny, it is important to bring some perspective to 
our studies. Some people think our forests have 


endured despite man. I believe they have endured 
because of man -- because of men like Dr. Walter 
Plonski. 

Today we are honoring a true pioneer. Dr. Plonski 
laid the foundation for forest management planning in 
Ontario -- right here in this forest -- more than 25 


years ago. 


When Dr. Plonski came to Canada from Poland after the 
war, he brought with him vast experience in forestry 
matters. He had taught at the Universities of Lwow 
and Warsaw before becoming head of forest management 
planning for the Polish State Forests. 


Dr. Plonski joined our ministry -- then known as the 
Department. ‘oft Lands ‘and! 'Forests °-= “in 1948. His 
career with us was a long and prolific one. Fifteen 
years after his retirement, his work is still the 
standard for excellence among the foresters of my 
ministry. If ‘anything, Dr. Plonski’ is something of a 
living legend among his peers. 


Throughout “his 22 years with this ministry, Dr. 
Plonski broke new ground in the science of forestry. 
He!) laid the foundation for many of the forest 
management planning techniques that are used today. 
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Heviwasotthe: firsteto outdine thehprainciplenof sate 
elasisifieation —<<=sranking “land isitescaccording to 
their timber-producing capabilities. This procedure 
has been in continuous use since he devised it more 
than 30 years ago. 


initthereeariy 1950s, Dr. Plonski used this forest to 
demonstrate the practical applications of management 
planning. 


Laver,, Dese Plonski§ wasedlargely responsible for the 
first manual of forest management plan requirements 
for) the Province of Ontario. 


Dr. Plonski dedicated 22 years of his working life to 
forest management planning in this province. His 
research and techniques developed forest management 
from primitive beginnings to an exacting science. 


Now forest management is at another turning point. We 
are planning now to ensure that we continue to have 
quality forests tomorrow. 


We age putting Outs forest mes OuUrIECe under the 
Mucroscope With studies such as the Provincial 


Auditor's Report on Forest Management -- with the 
Class Environment Assessment -- with the Baskerville 
review. 


I believe that when we've finished looking through the 
microscope, we will have a new vision of tomorrow's 
forests -- a vision that will rival the imagination 
andemscopesmofe Dr. Plonski's when he set down the 
principles of forest management in Ontario 25 years 
ago. 


fewouldsesk Dr. Pllionski “to. join me here. 


This is the second time in less than three months that 
Dr. Plonski and I have shared a platform. In 
February, I was asked to present him with the first 
Ontario Forestry Award, created by the Ontario 
Forestry Association. LEREWaSeeOtvenmeloeaniing on 
recognition of exemplary professionalism and 
significant achievement in forest management in 
Ontario. 


Today, the Ministry of Natural Resources is honoring 
one of its own. 


When I asked his colleagues how they would sum up Dr. 
Plonski's work, I was inundated with superlatives. 
Some people expressed their admiration with phrases 
like "a great forester and gentleman" and "he set the 
highest standards for all foresters" and "a totally 
professional and delightful man". 
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breme vores rs sre td rn such high-esteem=that--some 
people couldn't even put words to their emotions. 


Rarely does one encounter a person whose 
professionalism and personality inspire such deep 
feelings of loyalty, admiration, and outright 


aLleection. 


Pebeiteye, rien tint ttaiSsticcing «that your career 
should be saluted by returning to the roots of that 
career, here in this forest. 


I hereby name this, The Walter L. Plonski Forest. 


Deve Pionski, I would also like to present, to you this 
bound copy of the management plan for the Walter L. 
Plonski Forest. This plan outlines how this forest 
will be managed to the year 1998. 


The Walter L. Plonski Forest was the first in Ontario 
to be managed using techniques you pioneered. You 
wiltWering? in. Yehis® volume®*that those” techniques: tare 
stvil the standard for excellence invPEOrestry 
management. 


Our forests and our foresters are the better because 
of your enduring work. 


This forest is testimony to the soundness of those 
principles. 


We thank you for your vision and dedication to the 
living resource. 
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Anyone who lives in this area could not be unaware of 
the enormous damage caused by the gypsy moth 
caterpillar. 


Entire forests in the eastern United States have been 
denuded by these pests, and as you know, they crossed 
thessborder .in 1969. Last year, more than 246,000 
hectares of land suffered moderate-to-severe damage. 
This was concentrated in the areas of Tweed, Carleton 
Place, Napanee and Kingston. 


At this very moment, gypsy moth eggs are hatching. 
Pretty soon billions of caterpillars will be feeding 
on the young leaves of our forests. 


The gypsy moth will never be eradicated here in 
eastern, Ontario, but. we can -=-, we. must. -- fight. to 
limit the defoliation of our forests. 


That is why I'm pleased to announce that Cabinet has 
approved increased funding for the gypsy moth aerial 
spraying program of the Ministry of Natural Resources. 
The budget for this year's spraying program has 
virtually been doubled -- to $11.5-million. 


There are two components to the aerial spraying 
program. First is the spraying of private land. This 
has top priority with my Ministry. And as a result of 
the increased funding, we will be able to spray the 
property of some 61 per cent of the landowners who 
abplieGd ttOsbesipart Of ;this. program. What ,translates 
intoneo>, 000 shectares: of private sand .being..protected 
from infestation. 
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The second component of the aerial spraying program is 
the spraying of Crown lands. These lands include 
isolated areas which are called “hot spots" because 
infestation is high. The purpose of spraying here is 
to reduce the rate of spread. Our Crown land program 
also includes such lands as provincial park 
campgrounds and deer _ yards. Altogether, 30,000 
hectares of Crown land will be sprayed. 


Spraying will take place in the counties of Frontenac, 
Peterborough, Renfrew, Hastings, Leeds & Grenville, 
Prince Edward, Lennox & Addington and Lanark Counties. 


Local staff of the Ministry of Natural Resources have 
been meeting with a committee representing these 
counties. In three short months they've put together 
a private land spraying program that will give the 
maximum benefits to the greatest number of landowners. 


It is unfortunate but, not all the landowners who 
applied for the program could be accommodated. Those 
we could not accommodate will be notified by my 
county staff as soon as possible. 


Small, or scattered, or isolated properties, and land 
where adjacent neighbors would not provide consent 
operationally "to 7 spray’ a” particular’ ““landowner’s 
property, could not be accommodated. The logistics of 
Spraying these types of properties are just not 
feasible. 


The spraying program will begin in about 10 days. As 
you probably know, we will be using a biological 
insecticide called Bacillus thuringiensis or Bt. 


I want to emphasize what the aerial spraying program 
can and cannot do. 


It cannot eradicate the gypsy moth. The gypsy moth is 
an unwelcome alien resident with few natural enemies 
here in North America. 


What the aerial spraying program can do is control the 
rate at which this pest is spreading. It will keep 
the forests green. Ste wWi ieee Lor educe the wrate at 
which the caterpillar moves into new territory when it 
gets a ride on the wind, or on wood being transported 
to market, or on vehicles travelling through an 
infested area. 


This program is one of containment and maintenance. 


The government had considered the option of using 
chemical sprays. This option had the widespread 
approval of the public, judging from the comments we 
received at open houses to discuss this problem with 
the people affected by it. 


as be 


Unfortunately, this, cfoptionwowas Iatakenys sirnomaathe 
government in the Legislature. 


But I believe Bt is an effective means we have 
available to us right now. 


In the future, I look forward to increased involvement 
with the counties. Together, through our _ new 
municipal/provincial partnership we will continue to 
seek ways to protect our valuable forest resources. 
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Good morning everyone, and a special welcome to the 
students of Clarke High School and The Pines Senior 
Public School. 


We are standing in what looks like a fairly ordinary 
setting -- the protected atmosphere of a greenhouse -- 
thousands of delicate-looking seedlings -- surrounded 
by trees. It all looks pretty normal. 


The fact is, when you are strolling later today among 
these seedlings, you'll be standing ankle-deep in the 
sturteoruscience fiction. 


Since 1968, staff of the Ministry of Natural Resources 
here at Orono have been working on the vegetative 
propagation of conifers. Put simply, that means they 
are working on how to grow bigger and better spruce 
trees by cloning them. 


I don't need to tell you what cloning is. Mankind has 
been toying with the idea of genetic duplication since 
the popularization of the Greek myths. 


Herel inwtnis  nuncsery at Orono, this ministry is 


engaged in the rooting of juvenile cuttings. Most 
weekend gardeners have tried this at some time -- you 
take a cutting from a plant, give it optimum water or 
SOMLECONGUCGLORS » .and ,eventually .it. forms. roots .-=..a 


new individual. 
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The improvement program takes this a step further. We 
take large cuttings from genetically-superior trees 
and graft them onto another, young tree. Many grafts 
are planted together as an orchard. They flower and 
produce seed. These seeds are germinated to produce 
seedlings. Cuttings are taken from these seedlings 
and rooted. More cuttings are taken from the rooted 
cuttings, and they in turn are rooted again to produce 
more plants. 


So, you can see that many trees can be produced from 
one germinated seed. 


Later on, Glenn McLeod, superintendent here at Orono, 
will tell you how the juvenile cutting program works. 


I'd like to tell you what it will eventually mean for 
the forests of Ontario. 


It means we'll be able to match specific types of 
conifers with the soil in which they'll grow best. 


It means we'll be able to select parent plants for 
specific, desirable traits and reproduce those traits 
in new plants. 


It means we'll be able to economically mass-produce 
trees that are now too expensive to produce, for 
example, clones that are more resistant to disease. 


Thatese thee stutfVot science £Eiction. Yet? pos lall 
based on fact -- facts that have been known for 
centuries. At Orono Nursery, we're applying 


centuries-old knowledge to coniferous species. These 
are the forests that support northern Ontario and its 
timber industry. 


The work we're doing here will result in a steady 
supply of superior wood that will be milled right here 
Mm Onearito-=—— “providing Vyobs,) ‘products sand money to 
support Ontario's people, especially those who live in 
the north. 


The students of Clarke and The Pines are visiting us 
On a particularly auspicious occasion. Today we are 
commemorating the passing of the era that made Orono 
Nursery possible. 


The Canada/Ontario Forest Management Subsidiary 
Agreement began in 1978, and recently ended. 


The 'FMSA’ was an ©$82-=million “joint effort: funded 
equally by the governments of Canada and Ontario. Its 
purpose was to assist the development of the forest 
industry, and to improve the economy of northern 
Ontario by strengthening the industry, which provides 
more than 160,000 jobs in this province. 


— oe 


This agreement Signalled a new peak aby 
federal-provincial co-operation. Our knowledge of 
clonal forestry has been enriched because of it. This 
greenhouse complex was built because of it. 


Orono was the single largest project in the agreement 
involving applied research to solve specific forest 
management problems. 


It was here at Orono that we first tested the 
feasibility of rooting juvenile cuttings to produce 
Superior plants. 


Here, these techniques passed from the experimental 
Stage to a full-scale operation. 


The technology is proving itself in field tests. It's 
now being used in our northern region, where mass 
production of rooted cuttings is under way. By the 
turnec0f «the! centuryin) 35 per ;cent.ofssthe province's 
planting program “for sblack spruce wall sber cooted 
cuttings. Only 15 years separates us from the plants 
you see here today, to the cloned forests of tomorrow. 


So I think of this goodbye to the Forest Management 
Subsidiary Agreement as being a celebration of a great 
event. 


And I'd like to thank the people who were the driving 
force behind this project. They are the members of 
the Canada/Ontario Joint Forestry Research Advisory 
Committee. 


The committee had two co-chairmen, one representing 
the province; the other, the federal government. From 
the Ministry of Natural Resources, we had Al Peacock, 
executive co-ordinator of our Forest Resources Group 
and later, his successor to that post, Ken Armson. 
The co-chairman representing the federal government 
was Jim Cayford, director of the Great Lakes Forest 
Research Centre at Sault Ste. Marie. 


The united and co-operative attitudes of the 
knowledgeable foresters who worked on this committee 
marked a milestone in federal-provincial 
collaboration. I would like to commend the committee 
members for their dedication, their vision, and their 
hard work. 


The FMSA fostered a spirit of co-operation between the 
federal and provincial governments that has not ended 
with the conclusion of the agreement. Rather, it has 
been continued in a new agreement. The Canada-Ontario 
Forest Resource Development Agreement has many Similar 
aims. 
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The Forest Management Subsidiary Agreement has ended. 
But the technology it spawned is alive and breathing 
in the thousands of trees growing in Ontario's forests 
-- now and for years to come. 


And now, in our final salute to the FMSA, I would like 
Bill Bunting to join me here. 


This plaque commemorates the FMSA and the building of 
this greenhouse complex, known as the W.R. Bunting 
Tree Improvement Centre. 


Bill Bunting is the original superintendent here at 
Orono, and retired’ a year ago. “I think it is fitting 
that the complex is named after one of the people who 
was involved, in the most practical way, with turning 
vegetative propagation from a concept izO© an 
achievement. 


Congratulations, Bill. Letwould™ like, to” present syou 


with a miniature of the permanent plaque as a memento 
of the Forest Management Subsidiary Agreement. 
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Good evening. I am pleased to attend Vour® first 
Peterborough Sponsors' dinner on behalf -of the Deputy 
Minister of Natural Resources, Mary Mogford. 


The Deputy ‘could not’ be here tonight,;»because of a 
previous engagement. She sends her regrets and asks 
me to wish you an enjoyable dinner. 


You" know, it is a treat for me to be present at a 
Ducks Unlimited banquet. I really enjoy them, but 
unlike you Peterborough Ducks Unlimited members, tcan 
rarely afford the price of a table setting. 


This has been especially true lately since a string of 
Ducks Unlimited auctions has tapped my budget dry. I 
don't know about you, but it seems that I get overly 
enthusiastic at those functions. 


In fact, I could only attend tonight on one condition. 
I had to assure my office and homefront that this was 
only a dinner and that I would not to come back with 
any more. hunting decoys, paintings or wildlife 


doodads. 

Of course, we are not only here tonight CO eee 
delicious dinner. We “are ‘here because ‘we’ are 
concerned about wetlands -- one of Onivatlo. Ss most 


valuable “natural resources. And we are committed to 
conserving them. 


a 


eOTAUTOHO-OF 3 
WORE WOTTASSI ISH HO 
at 4 JIfJ 1UTAR WO YATST UIA. * 


> 

= a4 a 

O SADEVOTE HOdosoOgaaTs 
- > 


aeT TA 


“Mt YAdIJoH 
tHO. WNQUORQEKa Tag 


_ 


7 
BABS nck x = 


av F590 ENT ADA 4 oe 
i ——— TT 

~ _ 

- - — erate to 


-. _ 7 v 7 
é 4G ff . epozgn sve Soe 
re 2 _n que 7osiesea” - 
>3uoeat ! [44 In asJeint 


rec ) Jan Bivev-ysigqed edt 
2 . ; ome SAC6onS Lic ive I's 

- fof ne na voy fel oF om 

- 


8m 19),.38545. @ £) 9) ,wWonk ud 
J ‘ ; *SSoupned wetimilad! eidoug 
ny giouG dguesodreyel voy etiltnab 

oO solyq #72 (otis ylorss 


; éf eur Vitel Sages fis od ve elif 
f Jeove y Basi Ro LSS ne i 
ee f un hh vintiag & tak 

- ; pis) ' way sods an gt Vo 
ancl rocvl saon? Je 5 iSestoul 


71 1 16 tepines haesse yine. bivos fT. e23h 
li tatty Jnovtemed Bas aola%o yen sivees 0 ie 
28 | y biuew I jehy ‘bae Yonnlb @ yt 
.BYOD ohh oat? mn” 4 te i i 


~~ 
+) 


. Baeptne? -seter — 

9% shvaced a3el ese .eW° - 

Oa = : 34 gon 16 eno ne sonal te 
Sos 7IMNDD 938 ew Bok- ..885 


-2- 


My Minister, the Honourable Vincent Kerrio, has often 
told me that many people he comes in contact with 
still do not understand the value of wetlands. Both 
the Deputy and I have discovered the same thing. 


People don't realize that wetlands provide important 
wildlife and waterfowl habitat. They don't know 
wetlands support other natural resources -- such as 
fur bearers, wood fiber and wild rice. 


Nor do they know that wetlands purify water, often 
more effectively than any system man has created. 
Many non-hunting leisure activities -- from fishing 
and nature photography to camping and cottaging -— 
take focus on wetlands. 


Like Ducks Unlimited, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources has been working hard to get these messages 
across. We are succeeding. But the most important 
message of all still needs expression. 


Our wetlands are disappearing -- 80 per cent of the 
original 800,000 hectares in southern Ontario have 
been! drained “to “further ~ urban:” -and agricultural 
development. 


If we do not find a way to balance society's growing 
demands with the preservation of our wetlands, we will 
lose these irreplaceable treasure houses forever. 


That is why the management work done by Ducks 
Unlimited is so vital. It is why the Ministry of 
Natural Resources is its” -financral and technical 
partner.” And it is why, as a matter of fact, you are 
here. 


It strikes me that we are all investors in an exciting 
venture. We are investing our time, money and concern 
for a very promising return: to create a society that 
understands that wetlands and man should, and must, 
co-exist. 


Of course, achieving that goal will take a ie ceior 
work. But already, our investments are paying 
dividends. 


Teams thinking of thew trolly impressive achievements of 
Ducks Unlimited Canada in Ontario. For instance, 
between 1974 and 1985, this branch has secured and 
developed 196 wetlands. 


What that means is that about 13,000 hectares of “prime 
wetland have been preserved, created or enhanced to 
attract more ducks and other wetlands’ species to the 
province. This branch of Ducks Unlimited has already 
spent. e15.4-mid lion, to achieve this. And I know 
another $3.2-million is planned for more projects this 
year. 


Sos 


More than 80 per cent of these efforts have taken 
place on’ public or Crown land Sfor wWhaen Muk eie 
responsible. The Hullett Wildlife Management Area 
near Clinton and Tiny Marsh near Elmvale are two 
excellent examples of public land projects. 


But there is also evidence of the rewards on your own 
doorstep. I am told there are about 35 to 40 projects 
under way throughout the Peterborough area right now. 


I imagine you must be particularly excited about Ducks 
Unlimited's new small marsh program in this area. ti 
think this is a marvellous way to restore the smaller 
two to eight-hectare wetlands. And two of the eight 
local projects are taking place on public land near 
Pornte-Penry: 


At the Nonquon Wildlife Management area, vegetation is 
being rejuvenated with special equipment called an 
earth fill dike and a water control structure. This 
will help to drain and control water levels. 


The same is true at Scugog Island. Only there, more 
duck nesting habitat near the wetland's edge is being 
created with the help a marvellous device known as a 
cookie-cutter. 


These are excellent examples of the dividends I 
referred to earlier. They have come about because of 
your support and the support of other Ducks Unlimited 
sponsors across Ontario, and because of the tireless 
and determined efforts of Ducks Unlimited members. 


I know Mr. Kerrio is very proud of the long-standing 
partnership between Ducks Unlimited and MNR, and the 
common interests we share. He has asked me to point 
out the value that MNR places on investing in our 
wetlands' future. 


You may know, in 1984, the ministry began one of the 
most comprehensive evaluations of wetlands ever 
undertaken in North America. We expect to have all 
the significant wetlands in southern Ontario evaluated 
on their biological, social and economic value by the 
end of the year. 


Right now, a summary of municipal comments on the 
Proposed wetland's guidelines has been completed. 
This summary will be distributed to groups like Ducks 
Unlimited and the public by an _ interministerial 
committee which includes representatives from the 
Ministries of Natural Resources, Agriculture and Food, 
and Municipal Affairs. 
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The committee will be working, during the next twelve 
months, to address the six major concerns identified 
in the summary. This process will be a major step 
towards creating a arabe policy Lor, wetlands 
conservation in Ontario. Ttipwitdieiput us ihn a strong 
position to manage the province's wetlands to meet 
both the present and long-term needs of Ontarians. 


In addition to these legislative efforts, we have been 
working as Ducks Unlimited's financtal partner. In 
1983, we signed a five-year agreement Wren DUCKS 
Unlimited Canada to develop 16,000 hectares of 
waterfowl habitat. Ducks Unlimited ‘will spend 
$15-million until 1987 to maintain, restore and create 
this habitat, while the ministry will contribute 
$l-million. 


We are also working very closely with Ducks Unlimited 
in a joint proposal to secure wetland habitat using 
funds from Wildlife Habitat Canada and other 
conservation groups. Our sobjiective sis) to commit 
Sl=million™atyear to this project. 


I think by pooling our efforts in this way we can make 
a tremendous impact on wetlands and waterfowl 
conservation. After all, what better way to achieve 
something than to have dedicated groups, with a common 
goal, working together. 


What I am describing is really the co-operative 
relationship that has evolved between Ducks Unlimited 
and MNR over our long association. I know Mr. Kerrio 
and the Deputy Minister feel this relationship has a 
bright future, and will only strengthen with time. 


Of course, the strength of this relationship depends 
on the commitment from individual citizens and 
sponsors, from people like you. 


You have demonstrated you are concerned and can be 
counted on for support. I look forward to seeing you 
at the auctions and dinners to come because together, 
we can ensure that Ontario's wetlands remain a strong 
and productive resource for generations to come. 
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Good morning. It is. a pleasuresto attend your, second 
annual meeting on behalf of the Honourable Vincent 
Kerrio, Minister of Natural Resources. 


Mr. Kerrio sends his regrets that he could not be here 
today because he had a previous engagement. He asked 
me to pass on his best wishes for a productive and 
excellent conference, and says he looks forward to 
meeting with you in-the future. 


You know, Mr. Kerrio has a special respect for hikers. 
He lives. in Niagara. Falls at the southern edge of the 
Bruce Trail and has often hiked this portion of trail. 


Mr. Kerrio also believes he could probably qualify as 
one of the most experienced hikers around -- think of 
the miles he's covered on the campaign trail alone. 


I am afraid I cannot match that kind of experience. 
But I can speak to you as a fellow enthusiast. I have 
hiked ini many’ .of ;Ontarioss ,most..spectacular, parks. -- 
Algonquin, Sibley, Lake Superior, even along the coast 
of Hudson and James Bays in Polar Bear Provincial 
Park. 


And I also feel privileged to live in_= north 
Burlington, next to the Bruce Trail. Ponike this 
world class trail as often as I can, and I am a member 
of the Bruce Trail Association. 


That is why I am excited about being here today. bi 
understand your concerns and needs very well because I 
have a personal, as well as a professional, interest 
in the well-being of hiking. 
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We are lucky to have such a beautiful and diverse 
province. Ontario offers residents a gold mine of 
outdoors experiences, and tourists come from all over 
the world to explore our landscape. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources manages 87 per cent 


ok Onvtariror which? Use pubil rely owned» == or Crowne Land. 
AnGM taseristewardse ofecthius,’ Land, wercare naturally 
interested in providing the pest possible 


opportunities for recreation. 


Hiking iS a most pleasant way to experience what 
Ontario has to offer. It combines the appreciation of 
our scenic and natural heritage with physical 
AGUSVITCY.. 


I understand, right now, there are about 1.5-million 
day hikers in Ontario, and about 500,000 backpackers. 


SO “Dt! comes) as’'no surprise ‘that ‘more- “people” are 
discovering the peaceful rewards of hiking. And these 
people increasingly expect more variety in hiking 
opportunities. 


That is why I was pleased to note that the theme of 
your conference is "Broadening Horizons." 


Hike Ontario has always pursued innovative ways to 
meet the increased demands on hiking. int tact))) many 
trails. in Ontario would not exist today if volunteers 
from your eight associations had not cleared and 
maintained them. 


Right now, you are working toward the ambitious goal 
ow -conp letingsther Ontario portiion™of the! Nataona'l 
Daan. i know ‘thii's’ i's) hard work. BUts HtPiwi ils fe 
worth it when hikers from Manitoba to Quebec are 
united along* this trail. 


You have committed yourself to moving ahead, and 
haking*® will benefiVteotrom it. i Know eMee Ker rio 
Supports your efforts. And I would like to outline 
some of the ways the Ministry of Natural Resources 
shares your goal to broaden the horizons for hikers in 
Ontario. 


The ministry is always looking for new ways to enhance 
hvkings opportunitiesmin=our provincial parks. In 
LOTS 2972 per® centimofW rhe  wisitors. to: ourcprovincial 
parks did some hiking. In 1984, that figure increased 
towovers 40aper- cent" of “alleovisirtors* These figures 
include all hikers -- from those who head out for a 
short jaunt to those who spend days on the trail. 
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To meet this’ demand, the ministry manages- 14. tong 
distance hiking trails and over 215 day use trails in 
its 220 provincial parks. These are some of the most 
spectacular egroutess faa and. the real. beauty, is, that 
these trails are located in every corner of the 
province. 

There are good trails to be found in provincial parks 
fromnErontenac,. jiwseir nogtnease Of Kingston align the 
way to Sibley, near Thunder Bay. 


We are’ also planning. to: regulate another SL parkse in 
the future. I would like to invite you to participate 
in the management planning for these new parks. Later 
today, Rick Phillips, of our Planning and Development 
Section, will outline some of the ways you can get 
involved in this process. 


Of course, not everyone is interested in long-distance 
hiking. There are many provincial parks within a few 
hours of urban areas that provide shorter trails for 
families and the elderly. 


To name a few -- Awenda, Bronte Creek, Petroglyphs, 
Forks of the Credit, Shorthills and Presqu "ite. We 
also provide trails for. the’ disabled at Frontenac, 
Bronte Creek, Ouimet Canyon and Kakabeka Falls parks. 


We are also very excited about news from a marketing 
study now being completed on Algonquin Park. Et 
showed that about 54 per cent of all visitors to the 
park participated in some form of hiking in TOSS. 


Algonquin has some excellent hiking. But the study 


indicated that we can do more! We can: build upon the 
existing day-use and overnight trails to create a 
higher quality, more diverse hiking system. Ship yale: 


system would be comparable to the world class canoe 
route system that crisscrosses the park. 


We intend to follow the studies lead and broaden our 
horizons: sfom hiking? fingeAdgonquin. Thete/ il. kKatometre 
Western Uplands Hiking Trail and the 35 kilometre 
Highland Trail will be our first enhancement efforts. 
Soon, other trails will follow. 


But the ministry does not only manage trails in 
provincial parks. We are also responsible formvrails 
on Crown land. For instance, we manage trails near 
Woodstock, Sutton, and Parry Sound. These trails and 
others, located in southern Ontario, provide hiking 
opportunities close to where most Ontarians live. 


Portions of Crown land can be made available to trail 
associations through land use permits. These permits 
can give you exclusive control of the trails so-you 
can protect and manage the investment you put into 
them. 


Thus) orings “me: (toa an? important message. AS® Vou, ‘Can 
see, the Ministry of Natural Resources is very active 
in expanding and diversifying hiking in Ontario. But 
our eriorts. do not stop there. 


Right. jnow .'we,.. are involved “in -va ~very Spectral 
development project -- one which Mr. Kerrio is very 
excited about. We will be fulfilling our commitment 
to complete the chain of parks along the Niagara 
Escarpment. 


Twedo Uno haves toutell you now “valuable.this area is, 
or how important it is to build upon the breathtaking 
allure of the Bruce Trail. 


There are currently LOS provincial parks and 
conservation areas along the Escarpment which 
complement the Trail, and play a special role in 
educating visitors about the area. Bute-the-.chain® o£ 
parks is not complete. 


Although almost 34,000 hectares of this land has been 
purchased since the 1960s, a remaining 6,100 hectares 
is needed to finish the job. 


As you may know, on April 3, Mr. Kerrio announced the 
Ontario government will commit $25-million to acquire 
the necessary properties. 


Most of this land is owned by about 700 private 
landowners. The Ministry of Government Services and 
several conservation authorities will negotiate with 
willing owners to buy properties at fair market value. 
If an owner does not wish to discuss selling, then we 
will not pursue the matter any further. 


And we are already off to a good start. Ten 
properties have been acquired. And our very first 
aAgguaSeT tion. —- (15 shectares, of Tand. to) add to the 
Dundas Valley Conservation area near Hamilton -- was 


donated to the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
by its owners. 


The ministry is not alone in this process. We are 
working very closely with other government ministries 
and non-government organizations. One group, I am 
proud to say, is the Bruce Trail Association. 


The ministry and the Association have, over the years, 
established a partnership to protect and manage 
property that is part of the Trail. This has been a 
good working relationship combining the ministry's 
financial and technical support with the dedication of 
your members to maintain the Trail. 
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This new ACU ESL Lor initiative will make our 
Dartnersnip, ©Vven,  seronuger. The ministry will be 
giving $40,000 to the Bruce Trail Association. 


This funding will assist the Association with the 
technical aspects of implementing the Niagara 
Escarpment Land Acquisition program. I think that our 
joint efforts will make hiking along the Escarpment 
better than ever before. 

Another partner is the Ontario Heritage Foundation. 
This group, mainly under the auspices of the National 
Heritage League, brings government and non-governinent 
associations together to educate private landowners 
about the value of protecting our natural heritage. 


The Ontario Heritage Foundation does excellent work in 
promoting private stewardship -- the concept that 
private landowners should play a role in retaining 
their properties as close to their natural state as 
possible to protect natural areas LOn future 
generations. 


The Ontario Heritage Foundation will act as_ the 
bankers in the Escarpment acquisition plan. Every 
year for the next “10° “years, “S2-millionm = will ve 
allocated to the Foundation to secure the available 
properties. 


Another half-million-dollars will be used annually by 
the Foundation for research into cultural properties, 
for promotion and to erect cairns. 


I think we have terrific teamwork on this project. 
There is really no better way to accomplish a plan 
like this than to have people with similar goals 
working together. 


The co-operative relationship that Hike Ontario and 
the ministry share is an example of how effective 
co-operation can be. In fact, if you look back nearly 
10 “vears, tow the ‘Ontario Tratvloe eovtcoy Counc 
Report, it -is clear that trai lceassoclar tonsa id 
government have together accomplished a great deal. 


The Trails Council Report provided a well-prepared 
analysis of the problems facing trail associations at 
that time. This report and its recommendations was 
useful to the ministry in planning our recreational 
base. 


A lot has happened since the report. I know it was a 
happy day for you when the Occupiers' Liability Act 
and the Trespass to Property Act were enacted by the 
Attorney General. These were important 
recommendations that you identified as necessary to 
secure public access to'private lands. 


Ticoughout mysimemarks,.. © have: touched on: examples of 
how the ~sministery,.has,. .responded,..to,..the. concerns 
expressed in the report. Let me go over some of them 
braetly.. 


There are more places to hike because of the expanded 
provincial parks system, trails on Crown lands, county 
£orestsia COonsecvation.areas gand,trails.on.pravate 
: 

lands. 


These increased opportunities are made pessibl 
through new legislation, land use permits, and greater 
co-operation between government and non-government 
organizations. 


Almost every hiker can find hiking that meets their 
needs. For example, there is sometning for the hiker 
Looking sLormaiday trip,slong distance trailbs,.-special 
trails for the handicapped, a route close to home or 
one to the far north. 


anes taband aacquisition, project, along «the, .Niagara 
Escarpment will mean more access to hiking in southern 
Ontario, and will expand the already popular Bruce 
Trail. 


Of. course, awe try) very, hard ,to.accomplish all, of our 
goals. As you can see, we very often succeed. There 
are times, however, when some of our aspirations 
exceed our grasp. 


As a recommendation of the Trails Council Report, the 
ministry investigated acquiring some abandoned rail 
lines in conjunction with the Ministries of 
Transportation and Communications, and Tourism and 
Recreation. 


Regrettably, after investigation, the government has 
decided not to pursue this option on a comprehensive 
basis. However, this should not discourage you from 
seeking methods of utilizing those lands on your own. 


The lands are now available to municipalities. Ai 
would suggest approaching these local governments to 
propose trail expansion in their areas. 


Let me conclude by repeating what I said earlier -- 
that we are lucky to be hikers in Ontario today. We 
have wonderful hiking opportunities in our own 
backyards. Bivingvaeheres salsonm epUtS..1Ss, in: the 
neighborhood of some of the best hiking in North 
America. ‘ 


Think of the rugged, richly diverse parks at the 
national level. Pukaskwa -- along the north shore of 
Lake Superior -- is a prime example of the northern 
frontier preserved within our boundaries. 


Then think of the contribution®* you will be: making to 
the hiking” community? “when” youy complete Mine Pontari1o© 
portion of" the, Nationals -Travl. “What Pas oy awnen: a 
hiker’ can set out from Manitobay. cross) the™patiy that 
is the product of your handiwork, and trek all the way 
to the Quebec border. : 


Final ly7¢ Chink™ of Four = go0dmt OrCUune show sar emeic 
continent on which the magnificent Appalachian Trail 


Lise OUM Aer. This’ trail links: Maine- to’ Georgia through 
r4> States: across: “almost, SOW per centawoubi ici wewned 
lands. 


I. think: it is ,moteworthy) that tlersayeradiheoxices 
because of a partnership formed between non-government 
and government interests more than 60 years ago. What 
they have achieved is really an inspiration to anyone 
concerned .for'® "the Viate soft, Atking APinama wera Maly 
developing society. 


When you think. about, it,. partnership. is, veally the 
basis on. which we must build’ the opportunities for 
tomorrow's hiker. From -oure past “success "and oun 
present endeavors, I am very optimistic about the 
challenges to come. 


I can see that working together, we can apply our 
imaginations and experience to meet these challenges. 
And= T° *know® that "there" as* a» brigre*fucure-1 or straris 
development and for broadening the horizons for hikers 
in Ontario. 


I look forward to working with you because together we 
can accomplish a great deal. 


Thank you; and happy hiking! 
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Good afternoon! I want to extend special greetings to our 
out-of-province visitors here today. Westerners, 
easterners, and fellow Ontarians alike, I welcome ali or you 
to my home region of Niagara. As you all’know, this area is 
world-renowned for its scenic Deauty, historic: Sites, fruit, 
and wine. 


Although it is too early in the season to enjoy the many 
kinds of fruit we grow here, you can always enjoy our wine. 


I'm sure that many of you here today make your own wine 
using the same methods your parents and your grandparents 
used before you. Homemade wine is very special -- there's 
no question about it. 


But like so many other things in our society, winemaking has 
become a highly specialized industry whose competitiveness 
is based not so much on the traditions of the past, but on 
the science and technology of today and the future. 


These new technologies are rapidly changing society at every 
level imaginable. 


It certainly affects your industry. You Know as well as 
anyone that it is no longer acceptable to just maintain your 
position in the market -- one must strive to be ahead of the 
competition. 
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Today I want to tell you some good news about the new 
directions the government is taking to enhance Ontario's 
economy and to stay ahead of the competition. These plans 
are very important to me as Minister of Natural Resources, 
and are certainly very important to you as members of a 
resource-based industry. 


I personally share your concerns. Before joining politics, 
I was involved in the construction industry in Ontario for 
many, years. aS a.contractor. 


Like you, I am very concerned about future supplies of 
aggregate for the province of Ontario. Mineral aggregates 
are non-renewable resources that are vital to our economy. 
In 1985, for example, approximately 120 million tonnes, or 
more than 14 tonnes of mineral aggregate for each person in 
Ontario, were used in this province. 


Although potential reserves exist in many parts of the 
Deavince eaLtunis « Sivitales tow ehaveia material yvwlasmaneary, .to 
construction sites as possible. As you know, the cost of 
transporting aggregate is extremely high. The further we 
haul our material, the higher our costs climb. 


To ensure that aggregate sources close to markets are 
protected, our government recently released the Mineral 
Aggregate Resource Policy Statement. This statement, also 
Known as MARP, has a basis in the Provincial Planning Act. 
Let me explain the significance of this policy statement. 


Policy statements are formal public expressions of the 
province's interest in planning matters that extend beyond 
local municipal boundaries. They are designed to provide a 
broad provincial framework for municipalities preparing 
official plans and zoning by-laws. 


MARP establishes mineral aggregate resources as a matter of 
provincial interest. LG ensures their long-term 
availability at reasonable costs. And it aims to protect 
people and the environment from the adverse effects of 
extraction. 


In other words, municipalities must ensure that where 
possible, long-term development does not occur over deposits 
before they are removed. And, despite the public's concern 
about pits and quarries, municipalities must consider pits 
and quarries in their planning. 


MARP demonstrates how closely your industry and my ministry 
are linked. The management of aggregate resources is our 
common concern. But there are other areas of resource 
management which affect you -- like forestry and mining. 
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In northern Ontario, expansions of pulp and paper mills and 
mining plants provide major construction opportunities that 
would not occur otherwise. Opportunities for industries 
like yours. When the resource industries cut back 
production, your business slows down. 


On the other hand, when paper and mining products are in 
great demand, your industry enjoys a boom that brings 
construction of roads, houses, shopping centres, and 
everything else that people need. 


Indeed, Ontario's economy is historically one that is based 
On natural resources. That explains why Canadians have been 
described as "hewers of wood and drawers of water". Our 
natural resources a mineral aggregates, fisheries, 
wildlife, and our forests -- fuel our economy. 


How my ministry manages these resources affects your group 
and many others like you. It is a big responsibility which 
the government of Premier David Peterson takes seriously. 
And it is a job we cannot do alone. That is why we are 
committed to a policy of openness, information sharing, and 
public participatwon-: 


In the year that I have been Minister of Natural Resources, 
I have undertaken a number of initiatives to increase public 
involvement in decisions affecting how our resources are 
managed. 


The Ontario provincial auditor's report on forest management 
and my ministry's response to the auditor's report were 
released. Never before have these reports been made 
available to the public in full. 


And I initiated a comprehensive audit of this province's 
forest resources, which is being conducted by Dean Gordon 
Baskerville, of the University of New Brunswick. The 
results of this audit will be made public after I receive it 
in mid-summer. 


I know Ontarians want to be involved, and have a say in the 
matters that will affect them now and in the future. 


Public involvement and awareness is critical now more than 
ever, because our forests are at a turning point. Although 
we currently have a surplus of wood, we want to avoid long 
term shortages. 


So my ministry is implementing a new policy of forest 
management that will increase production on prime sites by 
using genetically improved seed and seedlings. 
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WerewistaCOMmecinier tos Duma) olm tradi trvonal: resources and 
Maniwltactuting, sectors —-—. and at" the: same” time’, support 
industries like yours -- well into the 2lst century. But we 
must master the new standards of a world economy. We face 
intense competition as*we market our services, knowledge, 
information and new technology. 


Over the next decade, Ontario must take steps to ensure its 
place as a world-class society of the 2lst century. 


We must set our horizons beyond Canada's borders, adapt our 
institutions, and utilize twlly the ingenuity” and skills.‘of 
our people. 


Cur scompetitiony won't be walting for us~ iv hace, our 
competition is not only getting better, but is growing in 
numbers. Newly industrialized countries are becoming 


increasingly competitive with us because they apply new 
technologies right from the very start, and they have access 
to inexpensive labor. And, like us, the developed countries 
are creating new industries based on skills, knowledge, and 
innovative use of rapid advancements in_ science = and 
technology. 


We certainly have the potential to excel. Over the past 12 
months, 179,000 jobs have been created in Ontario. The 
first three months of this year saw the creation of 73,000 
new jobs. 


Increased economic activity has driven the unemployment rate 
down to 6.8 per cent, the lowest in Canada. 


The masonry industry benefits directly from this kind of 
growth. Housing starts in the province rose to an annual 
mare of) 73,000) in the fourth “quarter of? 1985, “the -nighest 
rate in more than seven years. Thaatmropust, trend) has 
continued in the early months of this year. In urban areas, 
housing starts from January to March were 66.5 per cent 
higher than in the same period of 1985. 


One thing we must do to compete is expand our markets 
abroad. Later this year, Premier Peterson will lead a major 
government mission, involving senior business and labor 
leaders, to the Pacific Rim. 


A key initiative will be undertaken to double food exports 
POmrelein Pactra cr, Rim « We will give farmers and _ food 
processors marketing assistance so they may build 
competitive bases in these new and expanding markets. 


Programs wi Wiwalsotebe =put ain place to advance modern 
technology in other primary industries, including funding to 
increase the technological development and export potential 
of two rapidly emerging industries -- remote sensing, and 
computerized mapping. 
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My ministry is putting Ontario on the map as a world leader 
in remote sensing. -- a sophisticated technology that uses 
sensors on satellites and airplanes to produce images of the 
earth's surface by recording energy coming from the earth. 


In comparison to difficult on-site measurements made by 
people, remote sensing is accurate, economical, and 
efficient. It can be used for such things as specialized 
map-making, and forestry and land planning. 


The Ontario Centre for Remote Sensing, or OCRS, works 
closely with private industry to promote and develop this 
technology. Last year OCRS representatives travelled to the 
University of Peking where they gave an intensive training 
course in computer analysis of satellite data as part of a 
Canadian International Development Agency project. Our 
people have excellent relations with the Chinese which will 
give our private industry in this field a competitive edge. 


You have heard it said that we are entering an Information 
Age. Well, remote sensing is one aspect of computer 
applications that will allow us to produce and share 
valuable information that will make us more productive and 
efficient. Ontario is a world leader in another related 
field -- computerized mapping. 


Just last week I announced “in the Legislature that my 
ministry will proceed with a two-year project -- involving 
an investment of $4.2-million a year -- to test how computer 
recorded information can be applied to upgrade our present 
mapping system. 


Our goal is to establish a digital topographic data base for 
land-related uses in the province. 


Cities. Wand mt acounties. iwi lease this, state-of-the-art 
technology to monitor such things as land ownership, zoning, 
land use and assessment data. They will use computerized 
maps to process building permits, prepare official plans, 
record variances and severances, and plan municipal 
services. 


Besides making municipal operations faster and more 
efficient, computer maps have great provincewide potential 
for everything from police calls to flood control and forest 
fire prevention. Even the route of a speeding ambulance 
could be computer guided -- safely providing right-of-way 
through intersections and around traffic jams. 


This new technology means the end of using transparent 
overlays in order to determine separately the slope, 
terrain, cultural features, geology, drainage, and streets 
of any area. It will eliminate the problem of differing 
scales from one map to another. You would be able to call 
up by computer any combination of themes in order to plan or 
implement any design. 
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Remote sensing and computerized maps will eliminate 
duplication of data bases and will give Ontario the ability 
to move firmly and competitively into the Information Age. 


Earlier I said I wanted to tell you some good news about the 
new directions we are taking to enhance Ontario's economy. 
And I have told you about some recent advancements in 
protecting aggregate deposits, remote sensing, and computer 
mapping. Now I want to tell you about developments you can 
expect soon that will directly help the masonry industry. 


The Government of Ontario is funding three important 
studies, the results of which will be available to you by 
the end of this year. 


The study of the clay industry in Ontario is testing new 
materials and their uses in producing various products, 
including dinnerware, ceramic tiles, drainage tiles, and of 
Course, Dricks. The study of the limestone industry is 
examining the use of limestone in concrete, Portland cement, 
metallurgical stone, and aggregate. in® addition, isthe 
Ontario Geological Survey is doing an inventory of the 
quality and quantity of clay and limestone deposits. 


These studies will provide you with an overview of the 
industrial minerals industry in Ontario as well as an 
enhanced perspective on national trends. 


This kind of research and development supplies industry 
experts like yourselves with the information you need to 
develop and expand. hesawe cl iprovides you with . vital 
information about new products, processing techniques, 
materials, and the locations of future materials. 


One of the most prominent examples of new products developed 
by your industry will be used on the proposed Canadian 
Chancellery in Washington. This building will be faced with 
limestone that is quarried, cut, and finished in Ontario. 


The future looks good for your industry. You will have a 
highly visible sales promotion right in the American capital 
=sleithuctettwwil) lead to uunther contracts as well as 
future opportunities with American builders! 


The world economy is in7an era of transition. Ontario 
enters this period with considerable strengths because our 
economy emerged lean and strong after a decade in which the 
world economy experienced significant upheaval. 


Ontario will contribute responsibly to the overall good of 
the nation by playing a constructive, leading role in 
DUuLDLdingerdaestronger canadawwith a-oriont™ tuture? for alt 
Canadians. 


Part ore that), role sin building a strong nation will be played 
by you who are gathered here today. My ministry, and the 
Government of Ontario, wish you all the best as you continue 
to thrive and grow. 
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Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. 


I'm pleased to be the one who gets to welcome your 
conference to Ontario. iy hope “alivewot wou == 
especially those who come from other parts of Canada 
-- enjoy your time here in Ottawa. 


By way of welcome, I guess I'm entitled to give you a 
commercial on this province. Ontario has been blessed 
with spectacular natural resources. And I can really 


Jecmawoundeiup wabout mymministry’s renewable resource 
programs. 


But you told me I had 20 minutes. That's not enough 
time for a proper commercial on Ontario. ; 


So, with that in mind, I'll limit my comments to a 
discussion of co-management of natural resources. 
That's a topic that should interest every provincial 


and national organization that deals with 
conservation. 


What is co-management? I see it as co-operative 


management, something that involves governments and 
the public. 
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No, one; group scan’ do. at all, alone. The only way to 
successfully improve our rénewable resources is to 
establish a willing and enthusiastic co-operation 
between interested groups and individuals and 
governments. 


Non-government organizations play a key role in the 
Success of co-management. That iofcourse,,-peoludes 
those of you in the Canadian Wildlife Federation, your 
member organizations, and your individual members. 


When I attended the Wildlife Colloquium here earlier 
this month, the need for more co-management came out 
loud and clear. Again and again, we were told that we 
need more habitat enhancement, we need more funds. 
Co-operation with non-government organizations is 
essential to getting more habitat enhancement and more 
funding. 


I have two strong reasons LOG Supporting 
co-management. 


First of all, I am a resource user, and have been for 
a long time. When I was young, I used to tag along 
warn pemyeifatherys ons. his’ trapline, sin oatheo°Niegara 
Peninsula. When I was older, I fished for black bass 
near Turkey Point on Lake Erie. 


As an adult, I maintained my interest in the outdoors. 
I've paddled and fished my way through most of 
Ontario. I've caught Pacific salmon both in Lake 
Ontario and the Pacific Ocean. I've hunted goose and 
moose in northern Ontario, and deer in B.C. 


That's why I take a personal interest in our fish and 
wildlife resources. I want to see our resources 
enhanced and wisely used. 


My second reason for supporting co-management is 
professional. About a year ago, I became a resource 
manager. And believe me; doing this job has given me 
a whole new outlook on our renewable resources. 


I found there are a lot of people out there who want 
to use our resources, and in a variety of ways. And I 
quickly realized that I have to make some tough 
decisions about how those resources are going to be 
used. 


But I was pleased to discover that many groups want to 
co-operate with us. That want to put something back 
into the resource. wheve Con ite, just restrict 
themselves to asking for their share of the resource. 
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In short, they don't want to be just resource users. 
They want to be resource managers as well. ThaGe.s 
the starting point for co-management. 


Many of these groups are non-government organizations. 
At the Ministry of Natural Resources, we are working 
co-operatively with a number of these groups. . We have 
programs involving endangered species and research 
funding, as well as agreements that tackle the basic 
issue of funding for wildlife and habitat improvement 
programs. 


In fact, I will be signing an agreement with Ducks 
Unlimited. in the.near future to fund the securing of 
important wetlands. Wildlife Habitat Canada will also 
contribute funds. So you can see how co-management 
can multiply a commitment of government dollars into a 
much larger sum of needed dollars. As I mentioned 
earlier, there's no doubt that our most active 
partners in co-management are the Hrovincial arturiace 
of the CWF, as well as the national organization. We 
know we can work well with you. After all, we've been 
doimg Lt ‘for years: 


When I became Minister, I was pleased to learn that we 
work closely with the Canadian Wildlife Federation in 
two major wildlife education programs. 


I am vitally .committed to education as an integral 
part of our: day-to-day responsibilities. The 
education of our young people about the proper 
management and use of our natural resources is an 
investment we make. We can't afford not to make it. 


I enjoy working with children. In April, my wildlife 
branch invited me to participate in National Wildlife 
Week in Ontario. I unveiled a new plaque near the 
ministry's Queen's Park office that draws attention to 
urban wildlife. « And I°=had a chance to talk» to a ‘class 
of grade five students about wildlife. 


In Ontario that makes me a bit player in National 
Wildlife Week. I talked to 30 children. During that 
same week, my staff talked to 25,000 children. That's 
more than 800 classroom appearances across Ontario. 


We used the theme established for National Wildlife 
Week and materials sent out by the CWF. When we saw 
that endangered species were a part of your kit, we 
added our own poster on endangered species in Ontario. 
And we mailed the whole package out to every grade 
four, five and six teacher in the province. 
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My ministry also participates with the CWF in an 
exciting new educational program -- Project WILD. 
It's a program that fits in almost anywhere in the 
SonOOl.cuctLcuLlum,. NOC justin . sctence .c lass. 


In Ontario, we have been working on Project WILD for 
almost a year. SINCeteLnemMini Str ys. Of Educa bao 0 
Approved wiser .of athe. program, ny May )-1985,, we. have 
trained 150 leaders from our staff and from Ontario's 
teaching profession. Those leaders, in turn, have 
trained over 800 teachers to use the material. 


The enthusiasm is growing. I have heard that some 
experienced teachers involved with Project WILD are 
saying the materials are the best they have ever seen. 


These co-operative wildlife educational programs 
present children with the kind of realistic and 
objective material they need. They can make up their 
own minds about the attitude they will take toward 
wildlife. 


Some of them, unfortunately, will never give much 
thought to wildlife. Others will react differently. 
Our responsibility is to give them information, facts 
that make them aware of wildlife and encourage them to 
care. 


Our goal, a goal that is also obvious in Project WILD, 
is to teach young people to think about wildlife, not 
LdaccDank | apouL owa ldlife, We're doing good work 
together. Let's keep it up in the future. 


Before I change topics, I'd like to mention another 
co-operative education project we are running. This 
one is with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food. Working with them, my wildlife branch has 
developed an educational program for 4-H clubs. 


This project encourages future farmers to be aware of 
the potential for wildlife on their land. te" pointes 
out ways that wildlife habitat can be improved without 
disrupting the agricultural goals of the 4-H club 
members. 


This wildlife education program is, I believe, a first 
in 4-H for Canada. When you consider how important 
agriculeure wise in. this) country, .<l .think 1at"s .an idea 
that could be well-used in co-operative programs 
across the country. 
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There are many other examples of co-management, 
involving the Ontario Federation of Anglers’ and 
Hunters, Ontario's provincial CWF artiliace™ “and 
Ontario's largest OEOVinCLaL conservation 
organization. 


The OFAH and my ministry have a long history of 
co-operative projects. °Things real bvarGOo started 
about 30 years ago with hunter safety training. 


Over the years, hunter safety training has continued 
to develop. Just last year, the new version of our 
Hunter Safety Training manual appeared. LC oa 
phenomenal book, . based on literature that was 
originally introduced in Alberta. 


rots clearly a joint project, with the 
responsibilities for production and distribution 
divided between the two organizations. The profits 


from the sale of this best-seller go into improving 
hunter safety instruction. 


We have also worked with the OFAH in re-introducing 
wild turkeys to Ontario. The sportsmen provide most 
of the funds needed to bring the turkeys to Ontario. 
They also help monitor them in their new homes. 


Besides the obvious’ benefits, I've noticed that 


co-management also creates better communications 
between non-government organizations and government. 


For example, when we deal with the Ontario Federation 
of Anglers and Hunters,» we know we are hearing the 
voice, of. an. .0ld,, truce. triend. Because we work 
together, we know how to approach each other. 


Recently, we held a series of public meetings on a 
resident angling licence. Both the OFAH and the CWF 


gave us the strongest support. I want to thank you 
for that support. I appreciate it. 


And I am confident your return for that support will 
be more than just my thanks. I know that the CWF is 
doing a nation-wide survey of the freshwater sports 
fishery. This covers the social and economic 
importance of sport fishing, as well as the biological 
management of fisheries. 


If we have a resident fishing licence, Ontario will 
have better data on how people use our sports fishery. 
We'll finally be able to tell you just how socially 
and economically important our sports fishery is. 


Speaking of our fisheries, I know you're going to be 
spending a full day on Indian peoples' fishing rights 
during this conference. As you know, Ontario is 
participating in negotiations toward an Indian Fishing 
Agreement. 


Because we have open communications, you will be able 
PRC rseuss ewiate OncaLrlo Vs doing in “this” £1erds My 
Sstactl “tas met “wit "both Sethe, OF AHYtand tne SGwr” to 
discuss our plans and procedures. I know that all of 
uS want to make progress on this very important 
matter. 


P= fook® forward “to continuing, -‘communtcation oni this 
topic and on other topics of mutual interest. As I 
said before, good communications about management is 
one of the benefits of co-management. 


In Ontario, co-management is a reality. If you ask 
Rick Morgan or Ken Lounsbury, they are sure to tell 
you that the role of the OFAH has been changing in the 
last few years. And we'll all agree that it's a 
change for the better. 


I think the co-management programs that we have on the 
go in Ontario are the basic cause of that change. 
I've already mentioned Hunter Safety Education and the 
wild turkey re-introduction as examples. 


Ontario has two public involvement programs that are 
outstanding examples of our co-management -- the 
Community Fisheries Involvement Program (CFIP) and the 
Community Wildlife Involvement Program (CWIP). 


I'm sure most of you by now are familiar with both 
CFiPsand CWIP. 


CFIP is directed toward fisheries improvements. It 
has been running for several years, providing supplies 
and equipment to volunteer workers to improve our 
fisheries. 


We have a broad spectrum of groups involved. We have 
projects going that vary from stream habitat 
improvement to pond culture for walleye. In 1985-86, 
my ministry approved 130 projects, bringing the total 
for tour years) to. 300. In the past fiscal year, we 
spent $300,000 on equipment and materials for those 
projects. We calculate the value of all the projects 
-- including the voluntary labor the groups offer -- 
at $2-million. Thatusm@a wptettyr.good. return on) our 
investment. 
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Our CWIP program deals with wildlife, and I believe it 
is unique in Canada. Like» CE LP «a .CWLPA Sallows 
individuals and groups to get directly involved with 
wildlife. They volunteer their labor and my ministry 
provides funding for materials and equipment. 


CWIP also ties into Project WILD, National Wildlife 
Week and our new 4-H project. Lé sGheveipncerest 
generated py these programs encourages young people to 
- take an active interest in wildlife, then CWIP can 
make it possible for them to DO something. 


Let me give you a few examples of what we mean in 
Ontario by "doing something" for wildlife. In the 
first six months of our operation of CWIP, we funded 
84 projects that were completed by March 1986. 


These projects involved 4,600 participants working 
directly with wildlife. We have a great variety of 
participating groups, including sportsmen's clubs, 
naturalists' groups, cottagers' associations, 
landowners, trappers, scouts, guides, 4-H groups, 
students and senior citizens. 


Together, their volunteer labor totalled more than 
30,000 hours -- and that in only six months. 


I am pleased to say that one of the outstanding groups 
involved in CWIP last year is a member of the Ontario- 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters. The, Oxford .s1sh 
and Game Protection Association was the first winner 
of the CWIP trophy fox. their exceptional 
contributions. . 


Equally important, our CWIP projects helped wildlife. 
In those first six months, CWIP supported the 
construction of 3,400 nesting boxes, the construction 
of structures for the raising of 800 pheasants, the 
improvement of 150 hectares of habitat, the building 
of 15 water control structures and seven viewing 
stations, to name a few. 


This is co-management, and it works. It is getting 
people directly involved with management. It helps 
create a sense of stewardship for renewable resources. 
That sense of stewardship is important. Les. the 
essence of conservation. 
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That's what’ 1° see" vas” “thet long-term. -benefit— of 
co-management. In the short term, it can help us with 
funding for habitat enhancement or money for research. 
It can help us make the most effective use of our 
management dollars. But most important, co-management 
involves a great many people. 


With co-management, it's no longer possidle to say 
Tt s™*somebody else's "job" tomcok/atter our renewable 
resources. fos not. It's a shared responsibility. 
All of us have to shoulder some of. it. 


In the next two days, Mf know that shared 
responsibility will never be far from your minds. 
Your discussion of the North American Waterfowl Plan 
should emphasize the importance of the part that 
non-government organizations will play in 
co-management. 


In conclusion, I would like to extend my best wishes 


to the entire CWF on its 25th anniversary. May you 
continue to grow in size and importance. 
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Good afternoon everyone. Welcome to the opening of 
the technical sessions of this, the eighteenth 
Congress of the International Association On 


Surveyors. 


There are some people who would say we've learned all 
we need to learn about the earth -- that there are no 
new worlds left to conquer on this world. insayo-- 
we've barely scratched the surface. 


Yous are proot oof that. You come here from all four 
corners of the earth, bringing: your knowledge and 


- enthusiasm to this Congress. And for the next 10 days 


youre (“colleagues wibie \tello, vous about i/the }elatest 
developments in your profession. 


You'll be facing an avalanche of information -- about 
geodetic surveying, remote sensing, global positioning 
systems. It will be easy to get lost in this maze of 
words -- the mass of technical data -- the; language 
peculiar to your profession. 


In the midst of all these goings-on, one can so easily 
lose sight of what these developments really mean in 
people's lives. 


SOml lamiinot here to talk to you about geodetic 
computations, or horizontal control, or triangulation. 


ror ¥ones*thing;, 15 could never hope “to match “your 
technical expertise. 


Rather, I want to talk about concepts. I want to tell 
you how I perceive your profession as one embarking on 
new paths that will benefit mankind. I give you my 
point of view as a layman who admires your skill. 
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But I also want to give you my impressions as a 
policy-maker. I want to tell you how I perceive your 


future role as managers -- managers of land-related 
information. 
This new'role has. tremendous implications -=" for 


government, for business, for anyone who uses land -- 
and we all use land. 


I will begin by telling you how I, as a layman, see 
surveying in the twentieth century. 


Surveying, to me, is not just a means of finding out 
where a particular point is on the face of the earth. 
T59me. lit prepvesents Ssthe:.cealm, of,’ possibility.) -- 
possibilities of enormous magnitude. 


I believe your profession is standing on the brink of 
_an Spoch. “that will ©see> the” re=emergence “of the 

SUrveyor “as Ja .catalyst in. history. They were 
surveyors who calculated the dimensions of the Great 
Pyramid -- who determined the true shape of the earth 
-- who opened up the New World -- who influenced 
history. 


You, the surveyors, are about to unlock the doorway to 
a new age -- the information age. You hold the key to 
that door, and that key is called "technology". 


The world is undergoing a massive transformation. We 
are living in the days of advanced industrial society. 
Ours is a society based increasingly on the production 
and sharing of information. 


And you, ‘the surveyors, will be among the most 
important people involved in producing and managing 
that information a specifically, land-related 
information. 


The ways in which we use land affects the quality of 
our lives -- where we live, work and play. We like to 
believe we have mastered nature; that we're in control 
of our surroundings. 


Yet great cities have been built by man, only to fall 
to the forces of nature -- witness the landslides of 
Hong Kong, the earthquakes of Italy and Mexico, even 
the disappearance of Pompeii. Here in Ontario, many 
parts of this very city were devastated by Hurricane 
Hazel in 1954. 


We must learn how to build our homes and livelihoods 
tonexist aio Narcnonyiewlth the and): not Cin, “conflict 
With + Lee And with your skills, we can harness the 
knowledge we need to understand how to live on this 
earth. 
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You will give Ws “this “knowledge®'=- ° with» thes new 
technology. You will do it with the aid of satellites 
such as LANDSAT and SPOT. You will do it with remote 
sensors and automated mapping. You will do it with 
computers. 


Digitized mapping is the way of the future. The 
surveyor's work will form the basis of a storehouse of 
knowledge about our lands and resources that will 
determine everything from where we place our cilities, 
to when we cut our trees, to how we design our 
communications lines. As a layman, I am in awe of 
your potential contribution to this new society. 


The experts tell me this is how it will work: Firs? 
we create a computerized geographic referencing 
system. This establishes a means, common to all users 
of the system, to identify any geographical location. 


The next step is the creation of topographic 
information in digitized, or computerized, form. 
Basic maps are drawn. They are the important 
foundation on which the whole system rests. And they 
in-turn can be overlaid with other themes, as other 
users add their data to the base. Information can oe 
added, extracted and updated very easily. 


Digitized land-related information will be used ‘in 
thousands of ways. E'd like. to “suggest ea lew 
examples: 


eo “It will ‘help Us *plan"traffie routes®so peopleywill 

- spend less time getting from one place to another 

-- and governments can spend less money building 
roads. 


® It will help us decide where” to place radio 
repeater stations so natural obstacles won't 
interfere with their operation. 


e It will help us plot health statistics and identify 
links between disease and environmental 
conditions. 


Digitized land-related information will change our 
lives. With ~thi’s’ ‘information’ Titerally~ dt our 
fingertios, the term “getting the lay of the land" 
will take on a depth of meaning far beyond the 
original expression. 


Here's, .an illustration, (of ) digitized semapping in 
practice. A fire has been reported in a downtown 
building at 5 p.m. on a weekday. Before they even 
arrive on the scene, the firefighters will check a 
computer. 


@e Municipal authorities, using information obtained 


from buildling permits, will have put in data on 
what the building is ‘made of and where its 
doorways, emergency exits and sprinkler systems are 
located. 
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6 The street map will pinpoint the location of the 
building and the most direct route to get there. 


@ Police can report on rush hour traffic volume and 
flow, and calculate which is the quickest route to 
the scene. 


@ A meteorological check will indicate weather 
conditions and wind direction. 


@ Firefighters will arrive at the scene already 
knowing where to find water mains, gas lines and 
fire hydrants. 


Digitized mapping means the two-dimensional, the paper 
map as we know it will go the way of Gunter's chain 
and the Rochon micrometer. 


It means changes so radical in map-making, we'll be 
re-defining what maps are and how they're used. 


Yet our children will take this enormous storehouse of 
information for granted, just as our generation does 
the color television, the frost-free refrigerator and 
the electronic calculator. 


Digitized mapping will revolutionize the next 
generation's literacy and communications abilities. 
ifs ei mpacte ton, soclety will “bewakine toy that. (of the 
invention of the printing press, which brought the 
printed word and maps -- and hence the opportunity to 
learn about their world -- to the masses. 


The shift to the new technology presents you with an 
‘enormous challenge. Invaliy facets of” Chessurvey 
profession -- photogrammetry, hydrography, geodetic 
surveying, remote sensing, and cartography, to name a 
few -- a great upheaval is taking place. 


Some of you may perceive this as an opportunity. 
Others may see it as a threat. Either way, digitized 
mapping is on its way to changing all our conventions 
about how we relate to the land. 


Now I want to telic youw how T;c asa policy-maker, see 
digitized mapping and its role here in my 
jurisdiction, the Province of Ontario. 


First let me set the scene by acquainting you with our 
geography and the particular ministry I lead, the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. 


Ontartoriismoniy one of the 10 provinces and two 
territories that make up Canada. The vastness of 
this province -- most of it sparsely inhabited -- is 
aso to grasp, even for those of us who live 
ere. 
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Ontario is two-thirds the size of Western Europe. Yet 
its population is a mere nine million and mostly 
concentrated in the south. 


Back in 1783, Ontario's first surveyors were charged 
with setting out townships along the north shore of 
the St. Lawrence River and the Bay of Quinte... To me, 
it is “significant thateate is strom tnis stimer (hac we 
date the birth of our province. 


Those surveyors literally broke new ground, exploring 
lands previously unseen by Europeans. 


The north of the province remained largely uncharted 
until the beginning of this century, when the Ontario 
government sent out 10 exploration parties. Their 
hardships and adventures must have been unparalleled 
-- it was nothing to spend a month getting to and from 
the survey. 


That the Government of Ontario took Surveying 
seriously issgeevidenced | bY.uea 2798" Cact aot, akic 
Legislature of Upper Canada, as Ontario was then 
called. The damage or removal of surveyors' monuments 


was regarded by the law as a felony punishable by 
death. 


I'm sure the practising surveyor today, coming upon a 
site from which a monument had been, shall we say-, 
souvenired, would agree that the old colonial penalty 
was entirely appropriate! 


Today, the Ministry of Natural Resources has the 
responsibility of surveying and mapping the province. 


This ministry is caretaker of that 90 per cent of 
lands in Ontario which are Crown, or publicly owned, 
lands. 


As the name of our ministry implies, we are 
responsible for this province's natural resources. 
Those responsibilities include managing wildlife, 
fish, forests, water resources, outdoor recreation and 
provincial parks. 


We must respond to many people's needs -- hunters, 
fishermen, campers, naturalists, fishermen, the timber 
industry, tourist outfitters and many others. 


Added to that, we have a population concentrated in a 
limited area in the south, while the vast lands of the 
north are sparsely populated. 


So you see we have many demands placed on our 
resources. 
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Our aim at the Ministry of Natural Resources is to 
maintain a balance among these competing demands on 
Our resources, and at the same time carefully manage 
them for the future. tat 


Our philosophy is to share the resources as widely as 
possible among as many users as possible, to the 
maximum benefit of all. And in planning any project, 
large or small, we consult with all those users who 
might be affected by our actions. 


Digitized mapping can help the Ministry of Natural 
Resources ‘doi thisi easier, faster, ~and with: less 
effort. 


For example, if we want to build or remove a dam, -we 
can overlay the basic topographic map with any 
combination of themes. Using current and predicted 
information, we will be able to see at a glance how 
the structure will affect the wildlife, the forest, 
the recreation and industry of the surrounding area. 


Instantly, we'll be able to- see how the dam will 
affect other activities not directly associated with 
our responsibilities, too. Would the structure affect 
the nearby highway? What about local property owners? 
How will it influence the pollution controls already 
in place? Does anyone have mining claims in the area? 


- Will it affect electrical or communications lines? 


Imagine if all land use planners participated in this 
information system. We really could come to live in 
harmony with our environment. 


As I mentioned earlier, the key to the new information 
age is technology. The Government of Ontario has seen 
the trend, recognizes its impact, and is preparing for 
Se 


The government has created a Premier's Council to 
establish Ontario on the leading edge of economic and 
technological innovation. 


A $l-billion Special Technology Fund will, over the 
next decade, encourage scientific and technological 
research in the private sector and post-secondary 
institutions. It will stimulate joint ventures in 
strategic fields. 


My ministry is taking advantage of this fund to back 
new programs to aid the development of the technology 
and export potential OL remote sensing and 
computerized base mapping. 


In a related area, as Minister of Natural Resources, 
the activities of the Ontario Centre for Remote 
Sensing fall within my jurisdiction. I am very proud 
of its accomplishments. 
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The business of remote sensing, like yours, involves 
information-generating technology. 


The Centra has very tlose-ties-—to. private remote 
sensing ccmpanies. I think it is a prime example of 
how government can help the private sector cultivate 
new business. 


Last year the Centre established two committees. One 
represents the government view on_ remote sensing 
applications to government programs. We too face a 
challenge in absorbing the new technology. 


The second committee is an industrial advisory group 
which pools the experience of approximately 20 Ontario 
remote sensing companies. The committee advises the 
Centre where to aim its research and development work 
in order to give companies the new technology they 
need. It*Palso shelpsed the «Centrer transter “new 
techniques to companies when these techniques are 
ready for commercial use. 


The committee has another very important role. Lie 
recommends the ground rules for co-operation between 
the Centre and Ontario companies in winning and 
completing international remote sensing contracts. 


The Ontario Centre for Remote Sensing is a pioneer in 
computer software for mapping from remote sensing 
data. The Centre has also developed software for 
combining data from existing maps with remote sensing 
' analysis. One of the Centre's most challenging 
projects in the next few years will be to develop ways 
of integrating remote sensing data with the ministry's 
geographic information system. 


Creating a geographic information system on such a 
broad scale is an extremely complex, elaborate and 
expensive procedure. It will not happen overnight. 
Indeed, my ministry began developing this system as 
far back as 1974, a scant two years after the 
launching of the first LANDSAT satellite. 


But once in place, this information system will have 
incalculable benefits for years to come. 


On the subject of computerized base mapping, two weeks 
ago I announced in our provincial legislature that the 
Ministry of Natural Resources will be spending almost 
$8.5=milbion, *overssrthess nextigitwo ovycarsig@ito® .test 
applications of our digitized mapping system. 


We will start in the north, producing 600 digitized 
Ontario Basic Maps each year. 
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This work will be done in partnership with the private 


mapping industry of this province. Ontario, 
incidentally, is the only jurisidiction in Canada that 
does not do its map-making in-house -- it is all 


contracted out to the private sector. 


We are- also working on pilot projects. with several 
municipalities to help them establish a common data 
base for land-related information systems. Those 
projects will be completed next year. 


Digital information systems will create jobs. They 
will support an open government by allowing the public 
tespartucipate. in Forming public. policy by giving them 
access to a vast storehouse of information. 


It also promises to make Ontario a leader in a new and 
promising industry. 


It promises great things for you as well. 


The new technology is a lodestone that will help you 
blaze a trail to a realm of possibilities. You will 
be pioneers, certainly here in Ontario where you will 
be linked to those early surveyors who scribed their 
marks in the wilderness -- and into our history. 


Surveying has certainly undergone an evolution. From 
the art of mapmaking -- to the science of measurement 
PECOmNUGha technology tultilliing ~humanistic goals -- 
your work has potential to change the world. 


Later this year, 1 will be introducing the 
long-awaited amendments to the Surveyors Act. I 
cannot be more specific in the timing because of 
legislative pressures, but I can assure you that it is 
the number one legislative priority for my ministry. 


The technology is within your grasp. I know you will 
utilize jthis newest tools sof, ovyour, trade, a.with 
thoughtfulness and care. You are at a new "point of 
beginning". The results will benefit us all. 
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Your may not realize it, but today we're making 
forestry. Distory, 0n Ontario. 


With today's signing of a Forest Management Agreement 
with Great Lakes Forest Products, we're ushering in a 
new era of forest management in Ontario. 


What makes this FMA different from all the rest? 
Well, a couple of things. 


Birst Of all, this is the first FMA Signed in Ontario 
Since my government took office a year ago. 


Also, this agreement will follow our new Class 
Environmental Assessment planning criteria. These 
criteria have formulated the extensive public input 
required for preparing timber management plans. 


To give you an idea how extensive the public 
consultation process really is, let me tell you a bit 
about this FMA. 


Back in February, about 100 Thunder Bay area residents 
attended an open house to discuss the proposed Black 
Sturgeon Forest FMA. 


At the open house, we displayed maps of the proposed 
area. The visitors had a chance to view areas of 
concern we had identified. They also had 30 days to 
point out other concerns to us -- like cottage lakes, 
and the locations of wilderness schools. 
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We passed their concerns onto Great Lakes Forest 
Proauects.. The company is now using these comments to 
prepare a draft management plan for this FMA area. 


OnmmAuguGc tN IO, ewer Lin held.an Information Centre in 
Thunder Bay and offer the public 30 days to respond to 
the plans we have for the area. Well. point, out “the 
Stands that could be eligible for harvesting over the 
next five years and 20 years, and the proposed access 
roads. We'll also identify the areas of concern, and 
how they could be dealt with. 


Following this, there will be two more opportunities 
boripubiac input: and review as thej.plan*’sis being 
prepared -- and even after it's completed in early 
1987. 


Increased public involvement in forest management is 
something I've encouraged since becoming Minister of 
Natural Resources. I believe the public has an 
important role to play in helping us plan our forests 
of the future. 


BUtwines ObFder, to help us plan <olir’ forests, ‘the’ public 
needs to be fully informed. That's why I ordered the 
independent audit of forest management in Ontario last 
fall. And that's why we have released a number of 
important forestry reports late last year. Reports 
Mines hcas Crovincial “auditor's .~report on forest 
Management in Ontario and the first five-year FMA 
review. 


Incidentally, Great Lakes Forest Products was included 
in that review, since it signed one of the first FMAs 


In OnBario. That),report found that we're on the right 
track with these agreements. Under FMAs,~ site 
preparation, tending and regeneration have all 


increased. 


Witte hat Kindstois track record, it Ss only fitting that 
Great Lakes should once again be making forestry 
history. 


Today's FMA emphasises the important role the public 
plays in forest management in Ontario. 


I applaud the efforts of Great Lakes Forest Products 
for, its support, --.especially Chuck Carter, Gerry Seed 
and Warren Moore. I also extend a warm thank you to 
my ministry staff especially George Elliott, Trevor 
Isherwood and Wayne Nakamura for helping make the new 
planning process a success. 


Inslook) forward to working with all of*you: 


Thank you. 
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Good afternoon. I have attended several CONStEruction 
Kuckcof fsnin amy year asi Ministér of Natural Resources. 
But today's ceremony gives me particular pleasure. 


Because today, we are not merely launching the 
COnsStruct horns of! <a. new building, we are celebrating. a 
revitalized lake trout population in Lake Superior. 


Almost one million lake trout Will be raised at the 
new Tarentorus Fish Culture Station every year for 
Stocking in eastern Lake SUPErICrs That’ is) a “lot “oF 
fish, and it will mean a LOC of fishing. 


ihe ftacilityrthat eis mow dhéere is one of the province's 
Oldest fish hatcheries, first DUseD ene then) 93 0. I 
am proud to say the new Facidutyvs will "be. the largest 
hatchery in the province and the most modern. 


larentorus. wilbshaver ithe Dest of everything. For 
example, a $750,000 water diversion and pipeline 
System was constructed last Year to Dring in,~more 
freshwater from the west Pranch iofi=the Coldwater 
Creek. With this new System, a total of 3,000 gallons 
Peraaminutes ofstcool), clear water is now brought into 
the hatchery. That water is excellent for raising 
EIOU ty, 


What is particularly important about our piping system 
BS Vetdvale wigihe is Gravity fed, which eliminates the need 
for costly Pumps that consume energy « 


In the new hatchery, being built by J.P. Pierman 
Construction Ltd., we will Speed up fry development by 
installing a heat Pump to transfer heat to the early 
rearing tanks. This innovation will be funded by both 
my ministry and the Ministry of Energy. 
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We will nurture our own lake trout brood stock here, 
which will allow us to collect eggs on the premises 
rather than in thre wild: 


Many other innovations will be incorporated into this 
facility, whiten will cost. close to $6-million. You 
will have an opportunity to see them yourselves when 
the hatchery's new visitor services centre opens in 
1988. 


What eyou “wi li Seenis Tantacriityythatewilly contribute 
Supstantiarlyeto Lake Superior lake trout stockss) © It 
Witl eatso  oroduce 200,000 lake trout backcross for 
Lake Huron and another 300,000 brook trout and lake 
Erouc storms inland: stakes ine sthe > 7Algoma® “areal and 
districts in my ministry's northeastern region. 


By sinvesting in tish culture stations like Tarentorus, 
bePbelievetewe Pare! Umaking: a sound investment in 
Ontario's economy. 


You; mere: in Sault Ste: Marie, Know exactly what fam 


talking about. Yous Know. that commercial “and: sport 
Evehing woenerates: millions ,of .doklars for this area 
av aniome- ant Or ySomes Of Cis —s> the. -DaSis Of Your 


livelihoods. 


Your own municipality realizes the value of our 
fisheries. As many of you may know, the City of Sault 
Suche aAnica pDlanseto cOonseruct..ats, own hatchery to 
raise salmon, rainbow and brown trout. My ministry 1s 
more than shappy to. ibeatpart ? ofthis, municipal effort 
Sricem wile scontmi pute, £550,000. to -the. project for 
hatchery equipment. 


This co-operative effort also extends to the people of 
thie terea,  iniparticulars local.organizations, (who are 
part of my ministry's Community Fisheries Involvement 
Program. Community support is invaluable to improving 
fish nabivatic-— cehe ukey sto sthe- dong.» term success. iof 
our fisheries management programs. 


Fisheries programs are an important part of my 


ministry's mandate to manage Ontario's Crown 
resources. But we valso have a major role to play as 
managers of) Ontardvois;, land* base: i-- .most. of which 1s 


richly forested. 


Following the Tarentorus Construction Kick-Off, I will 
be announcing some important forestry initiatives. 
Initiatives targeted at stimulating the forest 
industry and employment across northern Ontario. 


Thank you. 
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SOCd morning: It's certainly a pleasure to be here to 


ewes) eres Tyan es pe oe pv Ana ees act os : 
Vee Ce hepra te SOO eS el Ves UNS TS Sichis Vive 


Pie: Pe is’ a happy coincidence’ that your 25 
SnHUVerSsaky ioceurs “at! ithe) same tine that the whole 
conservation authorities program in Ontario i 


celebrating its 40th year of service. 

POuekniow) #"m ts tereey Meltever oh having services 
delivered by the people closest to the COMMUnLEy. And 
the conservation authorities Peogram <is ‘4 prime 


example of what I mean. 


Let me explain. Because authority board members and 
Staff are also local residents, Shey are Mn tune with 
local needs. The things they do -- or should do -- 


ape “liable®totcome \Up* in ‘conversation at 'a community 
dance, at a friendly card Pearcy “or even over ‘a cup of 
coffee at a neighbor's house. 


We know that these people have a monumental task in 
managing land and water, as well as developing 
recreational and educational facilities for the entire 
watershed. They also have the respons DL Tey Cor 
regularly answering for their actions. 


Bie reheat? si net halt; In order to get local funding 
managers have to sell their Programs to municipal 
governments. I'm sure Jerry Campbell will agree that 


the proposals he puts before municipal councillors get 
a Vigorous review. 
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AnGviemesurethat withv25tvearssworth of service, the 
present and past members of the Lower Thames Valley 
Conservarcilon TAUBHOrIty® cane €421). volumes: with ‘thedr 
achievements. 


BOOP EOae tS auSpeelots foccasien ;/ wl think ait > onty 
appropriate to recount some of those achievements. 


RVGhc err om tts’ beginnings 1in 1961 jmyour: authority has 
shown initiative in all its endeavors -- from flood 
and erosion. control projects’, to providing educational 
Eaculitives; / to implementing frandsirefaningy, a flood 
forecasting and warning system. 


DooP@at what theytivenmhaditto work «withe The area 
drained by Indian and McGregor Creeks accounts for 
OvetG 277,000" hectares) offdand. asAnd:-that"sajust sindthe 
immediate vicinity. 


iiere sitalso ‘the entire’ lower section of the mighty 
Thames that snakes along the northern border of the 
G0Gnerit yer JUrisdi chien. AnGawe carro “forget. thie 
Suererinesmoniwoth Lake Erie vand Lake St’. Clair that 
form 4 Wacery border son the authority's south and west 


SiGes .« 


If you combine these accessible waterways with the 
Beayoe hemi iie, Lowelgi ng andoélay wp haing | yousrget 
Geli cumeiraveland thatuas Secondhtoue none ou Withle vit sis 

Good COmbDi hari Wier Mhanmers cit cam also. be a 


uctive conbination when £Elcood séason is in full 
‘ Bue I®metsirep you're alle quite Jaware cof that 
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fake base year's iloods., ‘lor kexample i i->) the ones! that 
occurre@ around theivend of February): Maybe your recall 
BPotagemp See tne) tops. of your hipwaders in icy cold 


water and mud. I believe I detect a few grimaces out 
Chere se Wer; Cl wthinkethe tf loods' cof v.85 Wibbtnot usoon 
be forgotten by either: the ‘Chatham area residents: or 
the authority's’ personnel. 


That's why the authority staff is working diligently 
LO prevent “some of the problems associated with» such 
flooding. The Indian/McGregor Creek Flood Control 
Project has already made some progress. Bridge 
obstructions have been removed, channels improved and 
eroding slopes protected. 


‘ 


Nom, Sonevwrenarmiaing@ phases, Ciyithe: project. are. the 
Subject of an environmental assessment that is 
CUPGemEy | Deing | reviewed by the Ministry of the 


Environment. 
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I understand that the assessment contains several 
proposals. One involves the construction of a 
diversion channel from McGregor Creek to the Thames 
River. This would provide an outlet for those times 
tie like last February -— “when unusually warm 
temperatures and lots of rainfall combine to swell the 
creek to overflowing. 


anotherdplanaiss to construct valédam at the mouth “of 
Indian Creek. Most of the time, the dam would be 
open, DUt during the Thames' Elooding season, it would 
Close to prevent excess water from entering the creek. 


Natural drainage during the dam's closure would be 
helped with a pumping station at the dam site. 
Through these initiatives, the flood-prone area at the 
juncture of the two creeks and the Thames would be 
spared some of the dangers and expenses of yet another 
natural disaster. 


[Or (4G, Se lob rows syoue are looking “tortie future Now 
let's take a look at some of your past 
accomplishments. 

This sauthenity owas respons ibile) “for 's five-year, 
Sig-middion dike Construction program le the 
Ted-sevyentiesiy “A cotict long, hard days were pu nto 


the project that covered 58 kilometres of the mes. 
Bhe wtownships + ohmiilburys kast,; Raleigh and Dover have 


avolicedc major flooding because of this initiative. 

S- Semuesp of stream gauging stations were installed 
along the Thames and its tributaries. This was done 
EQ Vereater ia responsive flood forecasting *and warning 
system Recently the ystem was improved ben “bwe 


Ses te W 
further upstream for more 


But, as anyone who has had to deal with floods knows, 
theme +s) mores tte controk and preventiony than coping 
Witte he Bwateanritse ls . Ewe Chee authority Ss  Larwcd 
management efforts affirm that very point. 


PMicners tvs Sskatt edveiipratloga] municipalities identify 
potentially hazardous floodplains in their land use 
plans and zoning bylaws. 


They provide financial and technical assistance to 


landowners in the ‘watershed. Lies canbe any tine 
from consultations on Proper farm surface drainage to 
planting Windbreaks or preserving Significant 


wetlands. 
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A successful erosion control project was implemented 
to ‘stacwiivze 8 and Weprotect parts of the ““Thames' 
riverbank. Dyer twoe miligion dollars ~ in “capital 
projects have been initiated since its inception. 


More than 80,000 trees were planted in the watershed 
areas ules wWearwcnanks! topthe <~uthority'’s tree-planting 
program. That's a substantial increase over the few 
thousand trees planted each year when the program 
began six years ago. 


These activities are in keeping with the authority's 
philosophy of foreseeing and alleviating problems 
before they occur. 


And the Lower Thames Valley C.A. also plays the part 
of educator’ and recreational activities co-ordinator 
at its 19 conservation areas. 


At “benowoods Road ,"avisitorms, can, tour through a’ a 
re-created thousand-year-old Iroquoian Indian village. 
lt "= called Ska-Nah-Doht, and: it's.popular with the 
public schools as well as tourists and area residents. 


bverols Quarter of a hrition people have visited the 
Longwoods' Resource Centre since its opening in 1974. 
The films, exhibits’ and presentations available there 


Offer interesting! Gectss about, our native history and 
natural environment. And the conservation area's 
year-round services provide entertainment and 


education to summer campers as well as winter sports 
enthusiasts. 


Regic nena sat the ‘O.M.) Wilson Conservation. Area, 
there's a whole array) su things Vee do. When a family 
paAtenss 20S tent Nere, he kids can spend hours at the 
modern adventure sara while mom and dad explore 


they wec lands form go f£ishing on the lake... The tae 
and boardwalks are also designed so that the 
physically disabled can enjoy the pleasures of 
nature's handiwork. 


Webl, With ali the work that goes on here at the Lower 
Thames Valley Conservation Authority, it's no wonder 
the regular staff of 15 sometimes blossoms to over 100 
in peak seasons. 


I'm sure everyone will agree, they've done a fine job 
Over UEne. fash 25 years —= just “as ‘I’m sure ‘the same 
commitment to excellence will continue in the years to 
come. 


Thisseaucuonte, 1S san woutstending “contributor to -the 
tradition of responsive community service for which 
thesconservaticn eutherity program in Ontario 1s world 
famous. 
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ANd ,Withileboth this authority and all of the 
authorities collectively marking their anniversaries, 
Pee inks @ ipl doubly appropriate to give them a 
well-deserved pat on the back. 


I have a letter here which summarizes the respect ‘and 
gratitude which I feel is Shared by those who have 
dealt with the authority over the years. And, since 
Mr. Rammelaere could not be present today, I shall ask 
you, Mr. Hann to receive it for him? 


The letter reads, in Part, as follows: 


LSincelthe inception of the authority, many changes 
have occurred in the province and within the 
conservation authorities' movement in the approach and 
attitudes taken toward environmental issues. The 
importance of effective resource management has grown 
tremendously over that period. Over this Span of 
time, the Lower Thames Valley Conservation AUtHOT Loy 
has achieved considerable success With Les 
conservation programs. Pull credit must’ be given to 
the work of the membership and staff who have made 
these accomplishments Bossi leur... 

"Once againy I. would Lik & ORG congratulate you on your 
accomplishments to date and wish you every ,Success 
With your resource management programs and 
achiyeties ." 
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REMARKS BY 


oat 


THE HONOURABLE VINCENT G. KERRIO 
ONTARIO MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


AT* THE 
CANADIAN COUNCIL OF FOREST MINISTERS 


DISCUSSIONS ON THE 
NATIONAL FORESTRY AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 


FREDERICTON, NEW BRUNSWICK / 2 
MONDAY, JULY 21, 1986 z 
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We are all familiar with the ideals of government. 
We've all heard and used words and phrases like: 
PRECOUNntADLIIty =. "PareleLtpatory ~“democracy. * "Open 
government." 


Achieving these ideals means we must be willing to 
take stock of ourselves. We cannot expect to make 
decisions unchallenged and in isolation. We must be 
ready to encourage public involvement to make 
compromises and, yes, to be inconvenienced. 


Toe is = with “anticipation, “and “perhaps ‘a “little 
trepidation, that my ministry, the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources, iS now entering an era which will 
Sscemacs  roOrestry activities -—= “the planning, the 
processes, the rationale behind our decisions -- laid 
wide open to the most intense public scrutiny. 


When it's all over, the public will have been involved 
in one ot the most thorough and wide-ranging 
examinations of any Crown resource. 


It is a marvellous opportunity for MNR to raise public 
awareness ‘Of our vast forests == a resource which is 
only imperfectly understood by many Ontarians. 


This opportunity has come about through the 
interaction of several ongoing events within my 
ministry. 


First, in November 1985 the ministry published and 
publicly released the provincial auditor's report on 
forest management. Historically, auditors’ reports 
aner note made OuOLLCe tn ul iull 
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Second, we have released to the public the five-year 
reviews of Ontario's first five Forest Management 
Agreements. As you know, much ote Ontario's 
harvestable timber is governed by these arrangements. 


Third, my ministry has commissioned Dean _ Gordon 
Baskerville to undertake an independent audit of our 
forest resources. This audit, the first of its kind, 
will examine how we manage our forests. Dean 
Baskerville, of the Faculty of Forestry here at the 
University of New Brunswick, is being assisted by Jim 
Kayll of Lakehead University. The review will be made 
public in a matter of weeks. 


Fourth is , the class “assessment. of .asour optimber 
management plans D¥VantOncartons, Ministry. yot the 
Environment. The class environmental assessment must 
be reviewed and approved under the_- province's 
Environmental Assessment Act. This assessment 
outlines MNR's formal planning process in preparing 
and reviewing timber management plans provincewide. 
That includes such matters as how we plan for access 
roads; harvest operations; the preparation, 
regeneration, protection and tending of new forests. 


It also indicates the opportunities the public has to 
become involved in the preparation-and-review process. 


The class EA is under government-wide review now. It 
will be followed by a public review. How MNR handles 
ite’ stewardshipwot- this sprovinee srnforests,agwill be 
put under the microscope. 


All these elements -- the provincial auditor's report, 
the review of forest management agreements, the 
Baskerville audit, and the class environmental 
assessment for timber management -- are opportunities 
for MNR to involve the public as never before in 
making decisions about our forests. 


The results of these decisions will not be apparent 
for another 50 years or more. RE Seliewamnot.., our 
generation, but the next, that will judge the success 
or failure of those decisions. 


My ministry's research tells us we are putting our 
fomestrys activicdesmundenuthe, criticalnigaze, of a 
public which knows very little about their forest 
legacy. What -they do know is sometimes an 
accumulation of misconceptions. 


I slam Sosursenyouws toojedabor?:yunder‘somenn of, these 
misapprehensions and have heard statements such as: 


"The province is running out of wood." 

"Regeneration doesn't work." 

"Government lets industry do whatever it wants, 
whenever it wants." 

"All forest fires are bad; all chemical insecticides 
are bad." 
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In Ontario, we know we have a big job ahead. We share 
with” you, 2our sprovineial andj-national counterparts, 
the burden of enlightening the public about these 
long-standing misconceptions. 


If the people of Ontario are to be involved in making 
informed decisions affecting the future of our 
forests, they must be informed about forestry's past 
and present. At the moment, the atmosphere 
surrounding forestry is charged with ignorance and is 
frequently punctuated by hysteria and scare headlines. 


That is why the national awareness campaign, and our 
own provincial awareness program, are so important and 
so timely. 


I understand the national campaign will emphasize the 
economic’! valuer cof \ Canada’s forests,e) both sin the 
international and domestic contexts. 


The Ontario program has a more general focus on the 
multiplés functionss ousmytorestss sexrvegs- anefuding 
biological, esthetic, and recreational values. I 
anticipate that this wider view will complement the 
national campaign ideally. 


And I'm sure some of the things my ministry has 
already undertaken, will be seen as complementary to 
the national campaign. 


Our approach is a "back-to-basics"™ one. We are up 
against a number of long-standing and largely 
unchallenged falsehoods. We must not only give people 
accurate information -- we must be seen to be giving 
them accurate information. 


Our campaign emphasizes a few simple, strong messages 
that should implant some of the basic truths about 
forestry in the public consciousness. 


The idea is not to give people the ultimate “cram 
course" in forestry. Rather, we hope to raise their 
awareness of the many purposes forests serve, and the 
complexity of forest management. 


This dovetails with Ontario's philosophy and practise 
of integrated resource management -- of managing our 
natural resources to benefit a multitude of uses and 
users. 


The integrated use of resources is illustrated 
graphically in our forestry awareness poster, which I 
am making available here today. It shows a mature 
forest in natural evolution, not in a) pristine state: 
A tree stump indicates harvesting has taken place. 
Younger trees show regeneration under way. Animals in 
foreground and background show that this is wildlife 
habitat. A canoeist shows the recreational benefits 
we derive from our forests. 
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This is a dynamic, changing environment. Summing it 
all up is the slogan "Nature's gift -- our challenge". 


This poster will also be reproduced in a simpler 
linear form, one that can be given to children for use 
in schools. 


When used in a classroom, the poster and linear 
drawing will be backed up by a teacher's guide. This 
San “activity "book providing classroom-ready 
materials and background. 


We expect that Ontario's Ministry of Education will 
soon be developing new science curriculum guidelines. 
These guidelines will provide teachers with more 
directvon, in. teaching “optional “courses” that» are 
oriented to natural resources. We want to be ready to 
fill the need for educational materials. The 
classroom materials my ministry is producing now, are 
a good start. 


The pressing need for educational materials is also 
the rationale behind what we are tentatively calling 
our "Forestry File", a collection of resource material 
for general and classroom use. While this is still in 
the planning stages, we expect it can be used to 
complement the national awareness campaign. 


The forestry file is a vehicle for disseminating a 
base wot intormation.to,the public. It discusses some 
of the misconceptions about LOvTeEStLyenwlte can, be 
tailored to include specific subjects of interest to 
the individual who requests it. 


Leo allethisessuggests to iyou athat we “think it‘s 
important to reach out to our schools, you are right. 
The education of our young people is a key component 
of my ministry's educational efforts -- not only now, 
with our forestry awareness program, DUT also 
historically. 


Were pvery proud of-our Leslie M. Frost. Natural 
Resources Centre in Dorset which was established in 
1974 in central Ontario. Ups to, 10,000 -srudents 
participate in hands-on resource management learning 
activities there each year. 


Schoolchildren are, of course, not our only audience. 
We must also educate the general public, offering them 
simple messages that are easy to absorb. Because we 
are living in a visual world, we are using a number of 
visual aids to get our messages across. 


As well as the poster, we distribute buttons. We've 
used a button with the message "grow a tree for me" 
for promotional purposes at such events as the Toronto 
Sportsmen's Show and National Forest Week, in many 
tours of our nurseries and on other high-profile 
occasions. 
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This button contains what is known as a "thumbprint" 
visual,..,the. = one, | that .4willes antuse Ppmanyssoren cour 
promotional aids. Our thumbprint shows a pine tree in 
silhouette sheltering a younger, growing pine. 


This thumbprint has visual and emotional appeal. Its 
message is simple, bold and direct. it, bs easily 
remembered and recognized. 


We also have a slogan: "Ontario's growing forests". 
This is my ministry's overall campaign slogan and is 
painted on all our refrigerated vans which transport 
seedlings to reforestation sites. This simple 
message, too, will be repeated and reinforced 
constantly. 


And on the lighter side, we have our Talking Tree. He 
has certainly appealed to family audiences everywhere 
he's appeared. 


The talking tree was created for this year's 
Sportsmen's Show, where the Ministry of Natural 
Resources has a large exhibit. He's a costumed 
character, complete with bark and leaves. In skits 
and short plays, the talking tree addresses some of 
the misconceptions about forestry. 


The tree was such a hit at the Sportsmen's Show, we 
decided to extend his career. He'll be appearing all 
over Ontario, in such places as Ontario, Place in 
Toronto, the Leslie M. Frost Natural Resources Centre, 
and the International Plowing Match in _ southern 
Ontario. 


These are a few of the initiatives my ministry is 
taking in our provincial forestry awareness program. 
Just aS our messages are Simple, so are our goals. 


We seek to impress the public with the positive values 
of our forests, and of forestry management. 


We seek to widen people's understanding of the 
resource. 


And we want the public to grasp that it is possible to 
balance forest management priorities. Government, 
industry, and the public all have a say in what those 
priorities are. 


That this is true will be made abundantly clear over 
the next few months and years, as all three sectors 
discuss such matters as the Baskerville audit, the 
reviews of our forest management agreements, and the 
class environmental assessment of timber management 
plans. 


ott Gia 

We don't know what lies ahead for Ontario's forests. 
We do know that the decisions we make today are 
Orit Cal. And we do know that we will need the 


Supporce, of the people of Ontariio in making those 
decisions... 


We are convinced that this support can only come from 
aupublic truly literate in forestry matters, not one 
laden with forestry myths. 


I believe this is the common thread that runs through 
all our provincial and federal awareness programs. 


And I am certain that the provincial and national 
campaigns can work in tandem to strengthen people's 
understanding of this misunderstood resource. 


We must communicate a forest's many values to the 
people who decide its fate. The future of Canada's 
forests may well depend on our success. 
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NOTES FOR 


THE HONOURABLE VINCENT G. KERRIO 
ONTARIO MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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MEDIA BRIEFING ON 
THE RESIDENT SPORT FISHING LICENCE 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


JULY 34,4986 
10:30 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


As you all know, in January Cabinet gave approval in 
principle to the proposed introduction of a resident 
sport fishing licence in Ontario, beginning in 1987. 


Since then, the Ministry of Natural Resources has been 
gathering public opinion on the subject. Our plan was 
touhoOldwat Least pis, openszshouses to discuss, the 
proposal. Lnmeatact; due touthe great ‘public interest, 
more than 30 meetings were held across the province. 
Questionnaires were distributed. I sent a letter to 
ingenrcsted esporrty Lishing. Groups» -asking;.for -their 
input. The subject was also raised in the provincial 
angler survey. 


We have found there is strong public support for a 
resident angling licence. Folijye. 82.sper cent, of es the 
respondents topusoOur » questionnaire Supported the 
principle of a resident licence providing the revenues 
would be returned to the fishery. 


Many outdoor recreation groups also endorsed _ the 
resident licence. Among them were the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters, the Federation of 
Ontario.) Naturalists,« the Northern: Ontario, Tourist 
OntbattersanmAssociation and the Canadian Wildlife 
Federation. I am-pleased to see that representatives 
of some of these groups are here today, and I want to 
thank you for your support. 


ite is soby touciathat isthe anglers. ofs thissiprovince. are 
ready to assume a direct responsibility and sense of 
stewardship for our fisheries resource. 
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im view of this, strong support; I am pleased to 
announce that we will be proceeding with plans to 
introduce a resident sport fishing licence in 1987. 


An annual licence will be required of most anglers 18 
to 64 years of age, and will cost $10. In response to 
the public's comments, senior citizens will not be 
required to purchase this licence, nor will the 
disabled. Status Indians fishing on their reserves or 
in their treaty areas will also be exempt. Also as a 
result of public input, we are introducing a four-day 
licence for occasional anglers that will cost $5. 


We learned at our open houses that while there was 
strong support for the resident licence, it was with 
them stipulation ithat Gadditional funding would be 
allocated to fisheries programs equal to the revenue 
from licence sales. 


Partlve ime recogni ction, of this concern,) [ will, be 
forming the Ontario Fisheries Advisory Council, 
consisting of members of the PUD Luc and 
representatives of interest groups. This council will 
consult with the public on my behalf, and will advise 
me on sport fishing management priorities and program 
expenditures. 


This Ontario Fisheries Advisory Council will help us 
ensure that direct public participation in managing 
the fishery will be a fundamental principle in the 
future program. 


Sport fishing is an extremely popular pastime in 
Ontario. Some 28 per cent of Ontarians fish at least 
once a year. Sport fishing generates $700-million a 
year to Ontario's economy. 


We expect that this licence will generate revenue of 
about $9-million to $1l10-million a year. I am pleased 
to announce that an equivalent amount will be 
allocated for fisheries programs. This is in addition 
to the more than $30-million already budgeted annually 
for fisheries in Ontario. 


This revenue will go a long way toward improving the 
quality of the resource, and maintaining and 
increasing the economic and social benefits derived. 
from the sport. 


MVS oinisteryveiS © pLaAcing wa Nighs priority on. projects 
Such as the stocking of Atlantic salmon in Lake 
Ontario; the introduction of Skamania steelhead trout 
in Lake Huron; improving the walleye fishery in 
northern Ontario; increasing enforcement; increasing 
the public's involvement in fisheries management; and 
an even greater emphasis on habitat rehabilitation to 
encourage natural reproduction. 
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The implications of a resident licence are 
far-reaching. Better fishing will Surely result. 
Further, each licence can be directly translated into 
more employment, improved recreational opportunities, 
an enlarged tourism industry. 


By establishing the resident sport fishing licence and 
the Ontario Fisheries Advisory Council, we are taking 
a significant step forward in our fisheries management 
programs. The resulting enhancement of the resource 
-- and the support of a genuinely concerned angling 
public -- will bring benefits to both our fisheries 
and the people of Ontario for years to come. 
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REMARKS BY 


THE HONOURABLE VINCENT G. KERRIO 
ONTARIO MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


AT A NEWS CONFERENCE 
REGARDING THE BASKERVILLE REPORT 
VALHALLA INN, THUNDER BAY 


SEPTEMBER 4, 1986 
9:30 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Good morning. This is an important day for everyone 
interested in the forest resources of this province. 


It is important for northern Ontario -- which is why 
this meeting is being held in Thunder Bay -- because 
timber and tourism are the lifeblood of many northern 
communities. 


It is important for the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources -- because our people are on the front lines 
of forest management. 


It is important in terms of the way this government 
does business -- we have taken the unique step of 
asking an expert from outside government to examine 
our forest management procedures, and today we are 
releasing his findings. 


The "outside" expert is the gentleman next to me. Dean 
Gordon Baskerville, Dean of Forestry at the University 
of New Brunswick, has an international reputation in 
forestry. He agreed last October to conduct an 
independent appraisal of the resource data and 
planning procedures in forest management on Crown land 
in Ontario. And he was ably assisted in his review by 
Dr. A.J. Kayll, Director ‘of the School“of Forestry at 
Lakehead University. 


Dean Baskerville , has produced a_ thoughtful and 
thought-provoking report which I have read with great 
interest. There is much in his report which will be 
helpful to us in the ongoing refinement of our 
forestry program. 
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As I have said many times, a well-informed public ws 
essential to developing good resource planning in this 
province. That is why, within the last year, we have 
made public the first five-year reviews of five Forest 
Management Agreements and the report of the provincial 
auditor on the mMinistry’s forest management 
activities. And why we are submitting our timber 
management activities to the scrutiny of a class 
environmental assessment. 


Today, along with Dean Baskerville’s report, we are 
releasing a document called The Forest Resources of 
Ontario —- 1986. It is a statement on the nature and 
extent of the’ forest resource, information which was 
made available to Dean Baskerville for his review. 


In the introduction to his findings, Dean Baskerville 
Makes some wise observations, and I would like to 
quote a few lines: 


"Forest management must be continually tended in order 
to be continually consistent in this dynamic 
Situation. It is therefore always possible to improve 
forest management." 


We couldn’t agree more. If the ministry thought it was 
doing everything perfectly, there would have been 
little point in calling in Dean Baskerville to do this 
review. But let me quote some more from the same 
paragraph of his report: 


"This audit can be a positive factor in the continuing 
process of improving Crown forest management in 
Ontario. If the audit initiates contemplative review 
of the parts of the system questioned, then it will be 
successful. If it evokes a defensive response within 
the OMNR, or a destructive response amongst the 
detractors of the OMNR it will have failed." 


I want to assure Dean Baskerville, and the public of 
Ontario, that as far as my ministry is concerned, this 
audit is going to be a success. 


It is going to be a success because we are determined 
to give the report the kind of review that its author 
recommends. He has given us a helpful analysis of 
forest management practices and has made suggestions 
for areas of improvement. And we are going to examine 
all of them and see what needs to be done. 


I have already asked my Deputy Minister to prepare a 
detailed action “ plan addressing major issues 
identified in the report by early October. You will 
appreciate that a thorough review of all aspects of 
the report cannot be accomplished overnight. When the 
ministry plan of action is completed, it will be made 
public, 
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To help us begin our work, Dean Baskerville has agreed 
to meet tomorrow, in this same room, with a large 
number of the ministry’s key forestry staff from 
across the province to discuss the issues he has 
raised in his report. 


In my view, Dean Baskerville approached this review in 
a very constructive way. He did not, as he explains in 
his report, prescribe "fixes". What he has done is 
identify areas which should be examined and resolved 
by the ministry. 


I have every confidence that this ministry will meet 
the challenge of tackling the issues with 
determination and enthusiasm. 


I want to thank Dean Baskerville for agreeing to be 
here today and for staying over for the meeting with 
ministry staff tomorrow. We are appreciative of all 
the work he has done on this report, and the insights 
he has given us. and now I will turn the floor over to 
him. Dean Baskerville... 
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It’s a pleasure to be back with you again. Last year 
was my first NOTO convention as the Minister of 
Natural Resources, and I feel we’ve got to know each 
other well over the past 12 months. I think you’ll 
agree our relationship has been a productive one. 


I want to say how appropriate the theme of this year’s 
conference is, The Future is Now. At the Ministry of 
Natural Resources, we appreciate your concerns. 
They're our concerns too. I don’t need to tell you 
how much this government believes in the importance 
of the tourism industry in this province, especially 
in the north. 


At the dinner meeting I had with your executive in 
October, I was impressed by their level of commitment 
to issues that affect both the tourism industry and 
the ministry. I came away from that meeting with a 
strong feeling that the relationship between your 
executive and this ministry was a very solid one. 


Your executive continually makes your concerns known 
in a thoughtful and articulate way. That not only 
helps you, it helps the ministry as well. 


But I want to give credit to all of NOTO, as well as 
the executive, for your constructive and helpful 
inputeredt/ mrothinking particularly of the round-table 
conferences sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism and 
Recreation last summer. My ministry took your ideas 
and suggestions seriously and, believe me, they have 
made a difference in the way we look at things ins» the 
north and in the way we plan. 
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Over the years, NOTO and the Government of Ontario 
have established a solid working relationship based on 
trust and co-operation. We've co-operated on _ the 
Crown Land Recreation Program in northwestern Ontario, 
in the development of tourism guidelines ing.torest 
management, and in the Community Fisheries Involvement 


Program. 


But in many ways, I believe we have justasctatched. the 
surface in terms of working together. 


I believe the time has come to really move ahead and 
deal forcefully with issues affecting the tourism 
industry in this province. We must come up with sound 
and practical approaches to strengthen the tourism 
industry and the benefits that flow from the wise use 
of our rich heritage of natural resources. 


The only way we can do that is by working more closely 
together in the kind of partnership the ministry has 
forged with several other major groups. I want 
tourist operators plugged in to ministry... activities, 
ministry plans and ministry thinking. And I want’ the 
ministry plugged into the EouristiinGuscry,. 


To accomplish that, I have asked ministry staff to sit 
down and come up with some new ideas to improve the 
way we do business. 


My staff have done exactly that -- but I’m not going 
to go into details right now. I’ve given that job to 
Mary Mogford, my Deputy Minister. She will be 
outlining those new ideas right after 1 finish-=these 
remarks. 


I had good reason to ask my StaLt «for .~some new 
strategies for MNR and NOTO. Last summer’s round- 
table conferences —- well attended by both NOTO and 
officials of my ministry -- helped us Ganga clearer 
insight into your interests and concerns. It’s. the 
kind of thing we have to do more often, andon a 
regular basis. I’m convinced of -that. 


Nothing illustrates what I’m talking about here as 
much as the Crown Land Recreation Program established 
as a pilot project in the northwest in 1984. That was 
something MNR and NOTO worked on as a team. 


As you know, under one part of this program, 
non-residents were asked to pay a $3 dollar daily fee 
to camp on Crown land in the 239,000-square-kilometre 
study area. Families with children under 17 were asked 
fordai SSedollar fee- 
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We certainly didn’t» have to*do ‘alselling joblsonsvyou 
people. But at the start we did have to convince our 
American visitors of the value of such a program. One 
of its purposes was to improve the quality of camping 
by preventing the overcrowding and over-use of 
campsites, and to prevent overfishing on some waters. 


The fees charged were also designed to help cover the 
increased costs of providing services on Crown land, 
such as garbage collection and parking lot 
maintenance. 


What was more important, however, was that the fees 
helped encourage non-residents to start using private 


sector facilities: In fact, 24 Crown land camping 
areas located in the region have been privatized since 
the program came into effect. in’ 1986, these 
locations were used by some 7,600 clients, resulting 


in revenues totalling $196,000 to private operators. 


That’ is “really just® the*7tip: ®ofvetheisaceberojs of 
beNneLlLires, as-9s te curs / out According to our best 
estimates, we now believe that the northwestern Crown 
land recreation pilot program contributed an extra 
$400,000 to $850,000 annually to the tourist industry 
Since it was introduced. , 


I think that’s great -— but I think? that “s? onl ywetthe 
beginning. There is further potential for growth in 
the next few years across northern Ontario if we take 
full advantage of Crown land to bolster the northern 
economy. 


And that is exactly what the ministry will do. 


We know any new programs have to be thought out 
cCanerur ly. We know you have to be fully involved. 
And we know your special concerns have to be taken 
Into account. For example, in our discussions with 
you, and at the round-table conferences, we’ve become 
aware of the various differences within the tourism 
industry in the north. What’s good for one operator, 
may not be good for his neighbor. That's why 21t) Sis 
our intent to develop a Crown Land Recreation Program 
that is sensitive to those differences. 


In any case, we are so encouraged by the results in 
the northwestern pilot study area, and by what they 
promise, that I am pleased to announce this morning 
that we are considering the expansion of the program 
right across northern Ontario on a permanent basis. 


It requires a great deal of study? as#i@sadd, Sbue.s if 
we decide to go ahead -- and it looks very good at 
this point -- it would be our intent to have the 
program in place by the 1988 camping season. 
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The philosophy behind this and similar initiatives is 
simple: This government believes that non-residents 
should share the costs of maintaining Ontario’s Crown 


land recreation resources. What is more important, 
however, we also feel that the tourism industry -- 
along with the people of Ontario -- deserve to share 


in the benefits of that program. 


NOTO, the Ministry of Tourism and Recreation and other 
concerned parties will be playing a big role in that 
expansion. 


NOTO is particularly well-suited for participation in 
such a plan. You know the north, and you know the 
issues. You have a track-record of offering 
constructive input. You are valuable partners in key 
decisions that this ministry must make. 


That’s a conclusion I have reached in the past year 
and a half and I’ve recently given directions to my 
staff to come up with strategies that will give NOTO 
an even bigger voice and more influence in ministry 
planning. 


That’s something Mary Mogford will also be discussing 
in her remarks to you. 


I have another example of how things are changing 


between us. The new regulations governing bear and 
deer hunters was something we have both been working 
on. It’s an example of how MNR and NOTO can pull 


together to strengthen tourism and the —- northern 
economy. ; 


Working with the tourist industry in northwestern 
Ontario, we implemented regulations that require 
non-resident hunters to be registered guests of a 
licensed tourist outfitter, hotel, motel or commercial 
campground, or to use the services of an approved 
guide. 


Although the exact figures aren’t known, we do know 
that the average expenditure per hunter increased 

in the first year of the program. We also know that 
the bear harvest increased in both years. Mr. Bisset 
will be giving you details in his presentation at the 
bear workshop later today. 


We’re pleased with the results of these new 
regulations, too. And chats 'why “this ministry 1s 
also considering the expansion of the bear and deer 
reguratrvons from othe pilot’ area” to the’ -rest*or® the 
province. If all goes well, we hope to have these 
regulations in place in 1987. 


ene 


But I have more good news. In response to our mutual 
concern, .chat. sour black bear population remains 
healthy, I will be very shortly introducing amendments 
to the Game and. mF 1ShACACE OfanOntat. Om Lit the 
Legislature. 


Those amendments will support what we are both trying 
to accomplish in the bear program across the province. 


You will be getting more details later from Howard 
Smith. But here are some of the highlights: FIrse, 
the amendments will provide the means to minimize 
conflict between those who use dogs in hunting bears 
and those who use baits. 


Second, only one bear license per hunter per year will 
be allowed. Another amendment will allow us_ to 
prohibit unauthorized persons from shooting over 
someone else’s baited area. 


I have already been successful in taking the Bill 


through the Legislative Committee of Cabinet. I’m 
pleased to advise you that it will go to the, full 
Cabinet tomorrow. From there, I’m hopeful it will 


proceed to the Legislature’s order paper very quickly. 


Our proposals have been developed very much in 
response to briefs from NOTO and other interested 
groups. These amendments are still another instance 
of positive and informed input. 


What I have been talking about for the past few 
minutes illustrates how much the government depends on 
your input and your ideas. What government needs to 
do now is act faster and more decisively to implement 
the programs we know will work well. 


I. think. we..should. think, gthings out, very, .caretully 
together. But I also think that after the analysis 
and planning is over, we should get on with the job as 
fast as we can. 


This acceleration can be accomplished in a variety of 
ways and my Deputy Minister will be outlining the fine 
points to you as. soon as I finish these remarks. 


We are responding here to some serious concerns you 
have expressed. You are concerned about the time it 
takes to get things done. You made that abundantly 
clear in your early comments about new non-resident 
fishing licences introduced a few years ago. You said 
we had come up with a cumbersome and time-consuming 
method of issuing those licences. 
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What I appreciate, looking back, is the way you made 
your feelings known to us in a very constructive way. 


I have never been comfortable -- and this is putting 
it mildly -- with people who are more interested in 
causing a fuss than in solving a_ problem. Your 


approach is my ideal of how groups such as ours should 
do business all the time. 


Thanks to your comments on the issuing procedure, we 
have been able to go back to the drawing board and 
come up with a better system that gets anglers to 
lakes and streams a lot quicker than before. 


You will also be pleased to know that the non-resident 
license includes a postage-paid tear-out card which 
can be used by anglers to obtain information on the 
damage being done to Ontario lakes by acid rain. 


We realize, too, that there have been some 
difficulties in the moose allocation process. Right 
now we’re in the midst of working with-your group and 
others to improve the process. 


By the way, I might point out that NOTO’s allocation 
for 1987 was up slightly from the year before. 


Arnold Beebe, Chairman Of s,the = Provincial Moose 
Allocation Advisory Committee, will be front and 
centre later on this morning at the workshop to 
discuss the self-allocation process and to answer 
questions you may have about it. 


We've also been listening to concerns about this 
government’s timber management plans, which include 
guidelines to protect tourism. 


We hear you asking what effect timber management plans 
will have on access to previously remote tourist 
establishments. About their impact on the quality of 
fishing and hunting. Aboutsuitneir erfecu. on™ tire 
aesthetics of your operations. 


Let me tell you that we share these very legitimate 
concerns. And thatesgss why the ministry has 
implemented what we believe is a fair and sensible 
process that guarantees you the right to have a_ voice 
and guarantees that you will be heard. 


You know how this process operates during the 12-month 
period it takes to finalize a specific management plan 
forhanvencones Ofgtthes more thang, 100; “units » in, the 
province. 


That process actively solicits participation from 
everyone. And let me assure you that the particular 
concerns of the tourism industry will receive careful 
review. 
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I would like to announce that at the breakfast meeting 
I had with your Executive earlier this morning, I 
delivered the first Six copies oD yrstne Timber 
Management Guidelines for the Protection of Tourism 
Values. And I have arranged for each concerned NOTO 
member to receive a copy directly from his or her 
district manager in the very near future. 


Let ‘me*-"stress--that "this was very muchtan S#industry 
effort, involving dozens of tourism operators and 
forest industry representatives. The Ministries of 
Natural Resources and Tourism and Recreation simply 
acted\as facilitators “for thé =process:. We didn’t 
write the guidelines. They were a product of the 
energy and imagination of those most directly 
affected. 


I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the very special 
efforts of several people: Rod Munford, Darryl 
Rogerson and Bob McKercher from NOTO; and Bob Loughlan 
from the Ontario Forest Industries Association. 


That experience -- of two major interest groups 
working together to tackle an issue of mutual concern 
-- bodes well for the future. It means that other 
potentially divisive issues can be resolved 
constructively by the parties concerned. 


I think we need to do the same kind of thing across 
all our programs. You need to know what our planning 
processes entail, how you are involved and how these 
plans interrelate. 


In fact, I think the ministry really needs strategies 
specifically focused on northern tourism that all our 
managers can follow. 


In a few minutes, Mary Mogford will also be discussing 
how you can help with these strategies. 


On a related subject, I want to remind you that NOTO’s 
interests are always in our minds as we move toward 
negotiating Indian fishing agreements and formulating 
district fisheries management plans. 


The issue of fishing rights of Ontario’s native people 
is complicated and sensitive. It has, unfortunately, 
caused long-running disputes between the ministry and 
some Indian bands. 


Aboriginal peoples do have special status under the 
treaties their!) ancestors ‘signed “with the@¥crown= and 
under the Canadian constitution, particularly when it 
comes to*hunting and~fishing =fore7r6ods 
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The disagreement arises over how far special status 
goes. Last February, representatives of the Ontario 
government, the federal government and native 
Organizations,on the Tripartite. Council... agreed. to 
negotiate regional Indian fishing agreements. 


Ontario has centred its public involvement effort 
around an MNR team of regional representatives. Each 
regional office appointed one or two staff to work 
directly with our provincial negotiator, Al Stewart. 
There are presently 12 staff on this team. 


The concept is that staff living and working in 
various regions of the province will be responsible 
FOr “consulting with, the, public in that region. 


Ontario has not developed a negotiating position, and 
will not do so until it has heard from the public. 


I must stress something. All the concerns that you 
will raise will be brought forward when the 
negotiations begin. The government is committed to 
bringing the negotiations to fruition -- but only to 
Piewsatisracction , Of aglil  atrected groups, especially 
tourist outfitters. We are committed to being fair to 
everyone and considering all existing resource-based 
activities. 


We’re both aware of the central role fishing plays. in 
the tourist industry. That’s why I’m happy to comment 
on the impact of the new resident fishing licence. 


My ministry has already allocated almost $700,000 in 
advance funding for a variety of projects, including a 
community-run fish hatchery in Sault Ste. Marie. And 
this is “just a beginning. We expect that sale of the 
new licence could raise as much as $9-million a year 
for fisheries management projects, once things are 
rolling. We plan to spend a lot of this new money on 
fisheries projects in the north because the success of 
northern tourism depends so much on fishing. 


DemedOrnG ako Lepeat adain wtnat, in “all of MNR’s 
negotiations and planning, we have the firm conviction 
that tourist values need protection and enhancement. 
We believe your industry has aa key role to play in 
the economic and social well-being of the north. 


We believe this particularly in view of the fact that 
the north is currently facing major economic 
challenges. 


The news in the resource sector, as you well know, has 
not been good over the past several years. But as the 
Premier said in his address at the recent Conference 
on Northern Competitiveness at Sault Ste. Marie, 
changes’ have to be made to our traditional 
resource-based industries so they can compete in the 
international marketplace. 
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At the same time, the investment climate must be made 
attractive for new industries, new businesses, new 
initiatives. 


The bottom line is: government realizes that things 
have to change. 


It’s clear to this government that tourism.is, and can 
continue to be, one of the stable industries to help 
offset cyclical declines in other areas in the north. 
That’s why we intend to look at our policies through 
your eyes. What benefits you, benefits the north -- 
and indeed the whole province. 


Strictly speaking, tourism falls under the 
jurisdiction of another ministry. I’m not worried 
about that. And neither is the Minister of Tourism 
and Recreation. We know what’s important here -- and 
that is serving the customer -- you. That’s why I’ve 
directed Ministry of Natural Resources staff to look 
at your industry as never before as they go about 
managing Crown land resources. 


You people have to be at the heart of our resource 
planning -- along with the north’s other major client 
groups. 


I know that many of you are uncertain about just how 
all of this government’s various planning processes 
fit together in a comprehensive way to address your 
concerns. Let me tell you that we are working toward 
a comprehensive strategy for the north. And I can 
promise you that we will continue to solicit your 
participation in formulating that strategy. 


The ministry is currently looking at ways to develop 
Crown land so that it helps the development of the 
north, so that it helps northerners. 


Here is a quick example of what those fine words 
really mean. I know that tourist operators are often 
unhappy with the short-term land use permits they 
receive and that in some cases this discourages them 
from making a major investment in facilities on~- Crown 
land. 


As part of our Crown land development program, we are 
looking at the possibility of providing longer-term 
tenure on Crown land for tourist operators who have 
made a major investment or who wish to expand their 
investment on a solid footing. 


Staff are currently looking for areas to test a number 
of initiatives -- including longer term tenure for 
tourist operators -- where such arrangements can 
enhance economic benefits generated by the tourism 
SeCLOL. 
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That is an example of something you suggested and we 
are taking action on. That’s an area in which the 
communications were good. But I know that while you 
may feel there is adequate discussion and consensus on 
issues of concern, this doesn’t always get translated 
dmitore practical, solution-oriented action at the 
tourist-operator level. 


That is something that bothers me too. Well, my 
Deputy Minister has some ideas on how that problem can 
be overcome, and she will outline those shortly. 


If I had to sum up everything I’ve said to this point 
it would be that the government believes the north has 
always been a great asset to this province. We are 
committed to helping northern Ontarians remain 
self-sufficient, but a lot more prosperous. 


This government is not big on short-term, band-aid 
solutions to problems. We believe in well-thought-out 
approaches that -- once the thinking is over -- are 
implemented quickly. 


I think NOTO and MNR work well together and that we do 
think out things carefully. But, as I’ve already tol 
you, iI think we are both ready to move beyond 
co-operation to an even closer relationship. To do 
that, we have to go back to some basics. We have to 
improve the way we communicate, the way we share 
opinions and plans, and the way we listen to one 
another. 


Thats why, > atyuthis time, I’/d «like to introduce my 
partner in the Ministry of Natural Resources. She is 
here to give you some specific proposals for enhancing 
the ways we connect with one another. 


I believe they are going to change forever our 
historically good relationship -- and for the better. 


I'd like now to call on the Deputy Minister of Natural 
Resources. 


Ladies and gentlemen, Mary Mogford. 
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It is a real pleasure for me to be here with you today 
at your annual conference. 


As the Minister has already done, I want to extend 
credit to the NOTO executive for all their work on 
your behalf. 


The examples given by the Minister gare worth 
repeating. The first is the dinner we had with the 
executive in October where they brought your concerns 
and your ideas very forcefully to our attention. The 
second is their involvement at the tourism round-table 
conferences last summer. And, earlier this month, 
their presence at the Premier’s Conference on 
Northern Competitiveness in Sault Ste. Marie. 


These are all instances of the time and energy the 
members of your executive have spent aS your very 
capable representatives. 


My job right now is to outline a number of directions 


the Minister and I plan to take. They" will help 
ensure MNR_ and NOTOM@ not only ‘tcontinue working 
effectively together, but that our working 


relationship will be raised to a new level. 


As the Minister has already said, we work well 
together, but there could always be improvements. For 
instance, there are several major areas that need to 
be addressed. 
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One such area has to do with the planning processes of 
the ministry. 


In today’s world, full of shifts in economies and 
trade, revolutions in technology and rapid change, 
governments and their departments have to plan well, 
Or perish. 


MNR is no exception. That’s why we are planning like 
never before in all our program areas. And we are 
involving the public to ensure those plans will work 
and that everyone is treated fairly. 


We are pretty well caught up in our major areas ope 
responsibility -- forests, fisheries, wildlife, Crown 
lands and waters and parks and recreational areas. We 
have the planning processes in place. 


Because those plans are integrated, not made in 
isolation, all the bases we can think of have to be 
covered -- and that, most definitely, includes 
tourism. 


But, as tourist operators, I can certainly understand 
your concern about the number of plans we have and how 
they fit together. 


This also creates a challenge -- one that you, as 
tourist operators, can especially appreciate. We have 
to find away to pull together all these resource 
plans that relate to tourism, so we Can demonstrate 
that we are doing our utmost and so you can 
understand, double-check our work, be involved -- and 
spot opportunities we may have overlooked. 


We also have to demonstrate -- and maybe we haven’t 
done that as well as we could have -- that through 
these plans you have more influence than ever before 
on what happens in resource management and eS 
relationship to tourism. 


Looking at all this planning through your eyes, I can 
certainly understand that you might be concerned about 
getting adequate and full input into what is going on. 


Well, there are plans -- but I must stress to you that 
they are the plans of NOTO and the Ministry of Natural 
Resources -- your plans as much as ours. 


You helped us formulate them -- in forest management, 
Crown land recreation, fisheries management and in 
wildlife management. What we have to do now is pull 
the essential elements into cohesive strategies for 
northern tourism. 


£3 


And that introduces the second area in which work is 
needed. I believe there is a perception within NOTO 
that our ministry is not successfully addressing the 
broader issue of tourism. 


We have plans and policies that relate directly to 


trees, Or moose, or parks, or fish -- but there is no 
separate program that stands by itself, that focuses 
directly on tourism -- an industry that cuts across 


all our programs. 


There is a growing awareness in the Ministry of 
Natural Resources that we, aS resource managers, are 
very much involved in the tourism business. AS a 
result, I believe we need to direct our work with that 
in mind. 


This means the thoughtful and sensitive co-ordination 
of all elements of our programs that affect tourism. 
I feel it is important to refine our programs with 
tourism values and interests clearly in mind. 


Another challenge we face together is overcoming a 
problem that is common when big organizations work 
together. 


The top people meet and decide what should be done -- 
but then for various reasons there can be a_ breakdown 
between the decision makers and the _ people who 
actually implement those decisions. 


It’s the famous breakdown in communications. Despite 
all the good things we have accomplished, there are -- 
despite all our best efforts -- some directions that 
could be translated a little more clearly. 


Well, the future is now, and we in the Ministry of 
Natural Resources are prepared to act now. 


We have heard your concerns, and we understand them. 
In response, I would like at this time to announce 
some changes in the way we do business with one 
another. 


First, of "all, . let%s) establish as bercrer emeans mor 
communicating. I would like to do this by appointing 
a well-respected, senior member of my ministry staff 
to deal with the development of a number of practical 
solutions to problems faced by NOTO and the ministry. 


I am pleased to announce that George McCormack has 
agreed to do this ona special assignment basis. 
George will be working with NOTO, other ministries and 
MNR staff and will be reporting to me in March of 
1987. George will be aided by a small team of MNR 
managers selected from around the ministry. 


oe. 


The ministry and NOTO, as the Minister andI_ have 
already noted several times, have enjoyed a productive 
history of co-operation. The appointment of George 
McCormack and the work of the team will ensure any 
hitches that do exist will get swift and immediate 
2CLUOD. 


I want this team to provide our field managers with an 
array of practical tools to facilitate more effective 
responses to the concerns of the tourist industry. 


We want to be able to view what we do through your 
eyes. That means we have to work closely with NOTO 
people in the field. 


That’s why the ministry is prepared to extend funding 
to allow NOTO members to be apart of this special 
problem-solving team. We know how busy you are -- but 
we need your expert advice, your suggestions. rts 
only fair that government be prepared to reimburse you 
so that you can take part in resource management 
without worrying about extra expenses. 


One item I have asked George to tackle right away is 
finding additional ways to address individual tourist 
operator’s concerns regarding access. 


Another is finding practical solutions for improving 
the fisheries resource base for the tourism industry 
through improved management techniques. 


Then there is the whole question of tenure, and the 
possibility that if the government granted longer-term 
tenure it would provide more security and lever 
greater investment. 


Another item that could be looked at might be the 
whole issue of communications between MNR and NOTO -- 
at all levels. What can we do to improve it? 


I used the phrase "Swift action” just a moment ago. I 
really meant that. As I said earlier, George will be 
reporting to me by the end of March 1987. 


Since the future is now, let’s not waste any time. 


I would also like to share with you the fact that I 
have directed each of the district managers throughout 
the north to immediately schedule annual meetings with 
local tourist operators. 


I have also directed the northern managers to prepare 
regular agendas for the local meetings. I can see 
those agendas dealing with matters that vitally 
concern you, such °as_ proposed forest management 
activities for the upcoming year, road access plans 
for. che future, resource status reports and, 
obviously, any subject of specific interest to tourist 
Operators. 
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To help get this process of annual meetings going and 
keepit fcontrack,jay * have *algo suggested that’ the 
chairing of the meetings might alternate between NOTO 
members and MNR district managers. 


There’s no need to wait. You people can immediately 
begin recommending NOTO members who could take part in 
these annual meetings. 


Such meetings will be important forums in which we can 
get to know your concerns more quickly, and where you 
will get to know the ministry’s district managers on a 
more personal basis. 


The Minister mentioned the handbook on timber 
management that is being produced. I see a definite 
need for another handbook that should prove to _ be 
extremely valuable to tourist operators. 


This handbook would outline clearly the various 
planning processes that the ministry Ps, currently 
involved in. There are many, and tourist operators 
should have something in writing that clearly explains 
that range and how the various processes inter-relate 
and affect you. 


I have directed my staff to begin working with you and 
others immediately to determine what should be in the 
handbook. I would like to see the process completed 
within six months. 


As I. mentioned earlier, each program area -- for 
example, fisheries -- has its own planning process. 
These processes are designed to mesh with, say, the 
process used by foresters or land use managers. We 


believe they do. But preparing this handbook would be 
thei aci ditests 


These are actions the ministry is taking immediately. 
I trust they meet with your approval. Tptrustptyou 
support them, and will take advantage of these new 
ina tiatives. 


The phrase "partnership in resource management” has 
perhaps been overworked -- but offhand I can’t think 
of a better description of what we are trying to 
accomplish. 


We have come a long way in the past 10 years. You are 
right to feel the time has come to move a little 
faster and a little farther. We feel that way too. 


Ivhope’. the initiatives 1) have fjust described help 
achieve that. I would be very interested in hearing 
what you think about them, and I would certainly be 
interested in hearing from you about other 
improvements we could make. 


sah fel 


You are worried about ministry planning procedures and 
we’re both concerned about improving communications. 
Perhaps we can alleviate those concerns by working 
much more closely together in these areas. 


Just to summarize, the ministry is proposing to 
establish a special problem-solving team of MNR_ and 
NOTO people, headed by George McCormack. That team 
would start work almost immediately and report back 
within six months. 


We are also suggesting field staff and local NOTO 
members strengthen an already close relationship 
through more contact, but especially through regular, 
high-priority annual meetings that might alternately 
be chaired by NOTO people. 


Those local teams could start planning their annual 
meetings right away. 


I also mentioned that we need a handbook to explain 
how the Ministry of Natural Resources carries out 
planning in all its programs. We need that, and you 
need that. 


Together, we may even decide there’s a need for other 
handbooks -- whatever it takes to keep you informed 
and knowledgeable so we work together on strengthening 
northern tourism. 


Working together, the ministry and NOTO will be 
building something new on an historically sound 
relationship. Personally, I am excited by the 
possibilities and so are ministry staff. 


Thank you very much for this time, and for your 
attention. 
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Good morning, and welcome to the opening of the 1987 
annual convention of “the “Ontario "Fish “Producers 
Association. 


At this time last year, I told you about my vision of 
the commercial fishing industry in. Ontario. At that 
time, I was fairly new in my role as Ontario's 
Minister of Natural Resources. 


faeries Loe montis since, et me. telly you, Is have 
learned a lot. I have gained a fair amount of 
experience -- not only in fishery management, but 
seeing how those issues ,have an impact on other 
resources and resource users. 


Theat spi tty, co see. things. in context —- to-have’ “the 
big picture" -- can only come about when people are 
willing to share information. You have been more than 
generous in sharing your expertise so that we can 
accomplish even better things for s=thes .Ontario 
fisheries. I want to hear from you. We want to know 
your concerns, and we very much value your support and 
co-operation. 


Right now -- at the start of a “new year’ -- is a 
Garricuiariy, — dood stime "tow reflect “on “what Uwe 
accomplished together in 1986, and what we hope to 
achieve this year. 


When I reflect on the year past and the year just 
Started, it think i Gan attribute all” our (actual and 
expected accomplishments to one thing: communication. 
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Together, we have done a lot of talking -- and a lot 
of listening -- about our mutual expectations of 
Ontario"s fisheries. I know there*s going €o besa Tot 
more talking and listening. “So tar, there. sc ibeen 
great communication between your association and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. Between commercial 
fishermen and other resource users. And between 
commercial fishermen. 


That, in a nutshell, is really the trend for what I 
see in the coming year. We need to do a lot more 
talking and listening to each other, == and..tc (those 
other resource users. 1986 was a banner year. I can 
assure you that 1987 will be even better. 


Look at how the lines of communication -- the path to 
solving common problems and reaching common goals -- 
were opened up in 1986: 


Surely one of the biggest steps forward was the 
establishment of fishermen's committees on four of the 
Great Lakes and on Lake of the Woods. These 
committees have been working closely with MNR managers 
since they were formed. 


To..my..mind, hats, really spubiang pinto, prace 1 Ccemcnc 
principle of shared resource management. 


Another big step forward in our relations has been 
achieved because of your industry's big welcome to 
MNR's commercial fisheries liaison officer, .Doug. 
Townsend. 


Doug: started yhis job in Tate-1985) and sreaily sdoet 
settled into his position in 1986. 


insthakr ime,» Ne. participated in commerciales 
audits; reviewed MNR policy with respect to commercial 
fishing; compiled two newsletters; provided 
information assistance to commercial fishermen on 
modernization; and attended meetings with commercial 
fishermen and Ministry staff across the province. 


Doug- was..also.sinvolved in bringing your specific 
individual concerns and recommendations to me. 


Last but not least, he also assisted in preparing the 
OFPA's Royal Winter Fair exhibit, where thousands had 
the opportunity to learn about your industry. 


Generally, Doug. has sserved as a sort of pipeline 
between MNR and the industry. He has played a vital 
part in opening up our lines of communications to 
ensure that we're talking to, and not at, each other. 


by 


Another major step we took together last year was the 
beginning of our  lake-by-lake assessment GL sene 
resource. Last year at this meeting I announced a 
review of MNR's assessment capabilities. 


Making that decision was a test of our faith in each 
other. In doing so, I hoped to demonstrate to you 
that MNR is willing to test itself and its procedures. 
At the same time, we are relying on you to help us in 
bringing about satisfactory fisheries assessments. 
The results of assessment are vital to both the 
industry and MNR. 


I am pleased to tell you today that the first 
assessment -- of Lake Erie -- is now available. In 
fact, the Lake Erie Fisheries Steering Committee met 
last week, and its findings will be reviewed at a 
workshop here tomorrow in the form of a presentation 
and discussion. 


As I told you last year, we at MNR consider the 
assessment reviews to be a matter of the utmost 
importance. We are prepared to review our program for 
the Great Lakes and make changes, if required. 


You will note that the Lake Erie review consultant 
makes suggestions for further industry participation. 
I hope the industry responds favorably. If we can 
Gather. more information about’ the state “‘of the 
resource, we will all be in a better position to make 
intelligent, informed decisions about its future. 


The past couple of years have been trying times for us 
all since the first parts of the modernization plan 
were introduced in 1984. 


But things are settling down now, and we're starting 
to realize some of the benefits of the program. 
Control of harvest has been beneficial not only for 
the fish, but also for fishermen, many of whom 
experienced their best year ever in 1986. 


We at MNR are happy about that -- and no doubt many of 
VOU are COO. 


But we should not lose sight of the fact that harvest 
control is primarily a conservation measure. 


The associated benefits of consistent supplies of 
fish, absence of market gluts, and so on, all have 
Beneficial effects “on fish’? prices’. This, we have 
seen. 


And wes should’ not” Vose “sight “of the fact ~that “fish 
stock strength waxes and wanes. So as well as the 
increases in allocation that some areas have received 
for 1987, reduction may be necessary occasionally, to 
ensure that the supply of fish to market continues 
without major interruptions. 


-4- 
What do I see ahead for you in 1987? 


I believe this year will largely be one of 
consolidation -- and of even greater dialogue on the 
future of the resource. 


I see 1987 as a year of stability for your industry. 
The time has come to allow the many processes that 
have changed recently to settle and be allowed to run 
their course. This will mean we can root out their 
weaknesses and build on their strengths. 


Many of you have indicated your faith in the industry 
by making major investments -- by acquiring quotas 
from other fishermen, and by improving docking and 
processing facilities. This year will, I hope, be the 
beginning of a period in which you can settle down to 
manage your businesses. 


At the same time, I expect to see our lines of 
communications expand. 


We need to talk still more about some of the 
recommendations of the modernization committee -- 
recommendations that I know are of interest to 
fishermen, but that have not been implemented. 


I'm thinking here about incidental catch.. Of more 
flexibility with respect to multi-year and shared 
quotas. Of amending the regulations governing the 
industry. Of a penalty system administered outside 
the courts. 


Which of these recommendations are really needed? How 
will they be administered? How. do fit i iwntoscne 
existing system? How will they be affected by the 
controlled harvest? These are questions that will 
shape the future of your industry, perhaps’ for 
generations to come. 


The whole thrust behind these recommendations is to 
build more flexibility and credibility into our system 
of fisheries management. We're going to be 
investigating, in some depth this year, how these 
recommendations can be implemented so that you can be 
more directly involved in fisheries management. 


This is something you've asked for, and we are ready 
to listen to your ideas. 


In the same vein, we'll be asking your advice this 
year on ways to resolve resource conflicts, aside from 


the traditional avenue of the court system. L think 
we all agree that we need to do more than merely rely 
on the legal process, =— jin particular, toocurtai L 


quota violations. 
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I expect you'll have some imaginative ideas on how to 
solve this: problem. In 1987, we're going to give you 
opportunities to tell us about them. 


I think 1987 will be the year we lay the groundwork 
that will eventually result in greater autonomy in the 
industry. 


I see communication on these and other issues as being 
the top priority for 1987. If we want the resource to 
have a smooth future, we have to pave the way -- first 
by discussing, and only then, by doing. 


I see 1987 as a year of round table discussion. For 
starters, next month we'll be hosting the first 
industry/ministry/angler workshop on incidental catch. 


There have been a lot of misconceptions about this 
topic through the years. I think this workshop will 
give us all insight on how commercial fishermen, 
anglers, and MNR staff can co-operate in resolving 
this issue. 


Next, we'll be continuing our Great Lakes fisheries 
review. i.peLieve thatojLake” duronishouldysber-the' mext 
candidate for this program. We will follow the 
outline’ developed for Lake Erie, using an MNR/industry 
steering committee, but asking scientists from the 
private sector to tender on the work. 


Of course, MNR will also be talking to other resource 
users. I think you'll be hearing a lot in 1987 about 
our ongoing negotiations on Indian fishing needs. 


Our special negotiator for native issues, Al Stewart, 
Malema present at ron On tis topic to. youry execucive 


last week. Vou Willie near from onl ml hawer Sin vor 
program. 
Before I conclude, LS would “Like -to- offer’ "some 


observations about a concern that is real to many of 
you, and certainly to MNR managers. I'm talking about 
law enforcement. 


MNR's total budget for all fisheries work in this 
province is about $30-million. Of P@VchnatyY-=about 
$5-million is devoted to administering and enforcing 
the commercial fish industry. 


I suspect that this amount is out of proportion to the 
real need -~- and the results. i lie pete your wouldn't 
have any trouble thinking of better ways to spend 
$5-million. And frankly, I know’ that the number of 
conscientious, law-abiding members of your industry 
greatly outnumber deliberate evaders. 
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We should be re-directing some of that money to meet 
your industry's needs more effectively. To do so, we 
need your advice -- and your co-operation. 


I would like to make it clear that MNR is continuing 
to monitor catches closely. But we would prefer to 
be, not your policemen, but rather your auditors. i 
believe you should be setting your own standards, for 
two. reasons. 


First, I believe people in control of their industry 
behave more responsibly about it. 


Second, it'll reduce the amount of money MNR has to 
spend on enforcement -- freeing some funding for more 
worthwhile fishing endeavors. 


I believe we should be acting jointly in this matter, 
and I shall ask your executive to provide me with your 
ideas on how we can do this. I should like to see 
some proposals by July, 1987. 


MNR is prepared to have the industry itself involved 
in the development of solutions, not only to fisheries 
assessment issues, but to to pressing management 
issues, as well. 


That is why, as I mentioned earlier, we're prepared to 
contract-back some functions directly to the industry. 
It can be done. On Lake Erie, the industry works 
closely: with.MNR. an controliangatishenarvestseand 
assessment. k ; 


One of the greatest benefits of having the industry 
involved~ing Such» Eunctions 1s athat. Vouel Teva esi 
greater faith in our processes, because you'll have 
been directly involved in doing the work yourselves. 
So you -- and MNR -- will both have confidence in the 
results. That's something I know we both want. 


And the more you do for yourselves, the greater the 
stake you have in the well-being of the resource. 


This entrepreneurial spirit is also what's behind the 
introductionsef rovalriessthis.vyear. 


As you know, you are not the only users being asked to 
contribute to the resource. This year is also the 
first year that recreational fishermen are getting 
involved, by way of a resident sport fishing licence. 
We estimate their, .conkeLbucions » could gabe about 
$8-million a year. 


So your royalties will put you in the same situation 
as other corporate citizens, at a time when other 
resource users are clearly committed to making a 
financial contribution to the resource. 


Bis 


Looking beyond 1987, I hope to see the industry 
widening its communications efforts to include the 
general public. To help you in this, MNR would like 
to Baiscuss @ywith the industry the co-operative 
production of a video, one that would foster public 
awareness of commercial fishing -- and commercial 
fishingyproductsr-= in Ontario. 


It would be designed for viewing mostly within the 
provincial educational system, but I can see your 
story as being of interest to a wide public audience. 


We're also looking at ways to get information to you, 
in a readily-assimilated form, about matters which 
affect fish stocks and trade in fish. That's another 
job that Doug Townsend has -- to provide you with 
useful information for your industry. 


In closing, 1 am confident that the year --and years 
-- ahead will be good ones. Back at the start of this 
decade, we began working together to modernize your 
industry. 


That was a sign of the times. The most important 
trend in government today is the trend towards shared 
management of common resources. ANG. Our. WOrkK 15 Not 
yet finished. 


I believe this industry's involvement. in shared 
fisheries management can be a model for all resource 
users to emulate. 


And at the end of this decade, I believe we'll have 
come a long way in building a lasting partnership, and 
a real sense of joint responsibility for the resource. 


Together, we can make good things happen for, tthe 
fisheries of Ontario. 
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IV /N REMARKS BY 
MARY MOGFORD 
DEPUTY MINISTER 
ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
TO THE 


30TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
AGGREGATE PRODUCERS' ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO 


AT THE 


WESTIN HOTEL 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO 


FEBRUARY 9, 1987 
ms PLM. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Thank you Mr. Flemington. It is a pleasure to be here 
today and to be able to personally congratulate your 


organization on its 30th anniversary. 


Your anniversary is also a cause for some celebration 


within the Ministry of Natural Resources. 


We've watched your organization grow over the past 
years from a group of producers meeting to share their 
concerns, into a strong, influential organization that 
has gained recognition throughout North America. 


Particularly in the past 15 years, the ministry has 
enjoyed an increasingly close relationship 
aggregate producers. We have faced challenges 


together, overcome differences of opinion, 
together. 


and grown 


Today, some of the best associates the aggregate 
industry have may be found among the staff Of My 
ministry. They are people who understand 
importance of aggregate to our economy, who understand 
your concerns and who want to see your industry grow 


and prosper. 


We could not have reached this point were it not for 
the way you have helped us and the close co-operation 


that has developed between us over the years. 
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I have talked with some members of your executive on 
other occasions, but this is the first time I have had 
the pleasure of speaking to an aggregate oroducers 
meeting. 


One reason that I am particularly pleased to be here 
with you today is that the aggregate industry TSO 
at all new to me. In fact, the challenges facing the 
industry and government are something I have been 
working on for a long time. 


in elo7s, “twas director of what’ is" now called the 
Policy and Planning Secretariat for MNR. We saw then 
that the ministry needed a clear, comprehensive plan 
for the future, if it was going to ensure that the 
best possible use would be made of the opxovince'’s 
aggregate resources. 


Clearer legislation and some long-term guidelines were 
essential to encourage industry and the municipalities 
to develop these resources. 


I was directly involved in the establishment of the 
Ontario Mineral Aggregate Working Party. Two of your 
members were also involved imoogethatdw committee, 
representing your concerns. And out of that committee 
came two major approaches to aggregate resource 
management. One was the Mineral Aggregate Resources 
Policy, “or ‘MARP:. 


Last year, MARP was adopted as the first official 
policy statement under the Planning Act. That means 
municipalities must now give appropriate consideration 
to existing operations and mineral aggregate resources 
when preparing their Official Plans and zoning bylaws. 


Another major item to come out of that working party 
was a recommendation for new legislation -- tne 
Aggregates Act. We expect this piece of legislation 
will be introduced to the Legislature later this year. 
You will hear more about this proposed Act tomorrow 
from Dale Scott, supervisor of our Aggregate Resources 
Section. 


This Bid will consolidate all the existing 
legislation dealing with aggregate extraction into a 
single statute. It will replace the Pits and Quarries 
Control Act, the Beach Protection Act, and the part of 
the Mining Act dealing with Quarry permits. 


As most of you know, this piece of legislation has 
been in the works for a long time. An earlier version 
of Phish Bilewhadveactuallys Heencintroduced to the 
Legislature several years ago. But "te *dived= on tlre 
order paper in the 1981 election and was never 
re-introduced. 
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When the responsibility for administering the Mining 
Act was transferred to the: Ministry» of Northern 
Development and Mines last year, aggregates remained 
the responsibility of MNR. 


That meant the proposed Act had to be completely 


revised once again. The new Act will cover all 
aggregate operations throughout the province on both 
private and Crown land -- and under water as well. 


The only aggregate operation not covered will be 
private land in non-designated areas. 


Drafting any piece of legislation is not easy. When 
it involves something as important as ensuring the 
best use o£ our aggregate resources, it becomes even 
more Giefieult. 


Because legislation can have a profound -- and often 
disrupting -- effect if it is not properly considered, 
extreme care has to be taken. And extreme care often 
involves time. 


That is why there are a number of steps that have to 
be taken before a new bi¥l is passed. Briefly, here 
is what happens. 


First of all, ministry officials have to spell out, 
for themselves, just what the intent of any new bill 
is and what policy issues th@yAithinkystianeeds to 
address. Then they meet with groups who will be 
affected by the proposed changes and make sure the 
policies proposed for legislation satisfy their 
concerns. 


In the case of the proposed Aggregates Act, that meant 
meeting with representatives from your industry -- of 
course -- as well as representatives From the 
municipalities; ratepayers associations; environmental 
groups; conservation groups and others. 


This ActOwiml eilso Shave ananmoact onpoolici es and 
programs administered by other ministries. We talked 
to officials at the ministries of transportation and 
communications; agriculture and Food; municipal 
affairs; environment, and others, to make sure their 
concerns were also satisfied. 


The policy issues may be presented to several Cabinet 
committees. It may even be submitted to Cabinet twice 
-- once to make sure that the policy directions are 
acceptable to the government, and then again to ensure 
that? Shes proposedioldrafit:! ef sechedsballeeaccurately 
reflects the approved policy direction. 
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After it has been approved by Cabinet, a Bill is sent 
to the Legislature, where it goes through three 
readings. IE the’ “opposition® partwesm have any 
objections to the Bill, or want to make amendments 
during the debate on second reading, it may be sent to 
a Legislative Standing Committee. 


A standing committee is made up of MPPs from all 
parties. They would go through the Bill, clause by 
clause, suggesting amendments. The Minister can 
either accept or reject these amendments. Only after 
all the amendments have been dealt with in a way 
acceptable to the government, does the bi laygoe back “to 
the Legislature for third reading, and to be signed 
into law by the Lieutenant-Governor. 


So you can see why there are sometimes delays in 
putting new legislation in place, especially ina 
complex society like Ontario where there is’ constant 
change and frequent need for new laws in every field, 
it seems. 


Dale Scott will outline the technical aspects of the 
new Act for you tomorrow. But there are a few things 
I would like to highlight. 


First of all, we believe the new Bill contains clearer 
wording. Some sections of the old legislation were 
ambiguously worded, and as a result, APEEVCULE to 
administer and enforce. 


This Bill will also give the municipalities a greater 
role. The Act will give them a hand in licensing and 
reviewing pit and quarry operations. And it will 
permit them to receive financial compensation for 
allowing aggregate extraction in their areas. Having 
a greater say in what goes on may encourage the 
municipalities to be more amenable to having aggregate 
resources developed in their jurisdictions. 


But one of our biggest concerns is rehabilitation. 


Thirty years ago, the rehabilitation of pits and 
quarries was not much of an issue. Yousfounds) thre 
aggregate, extracted it, and moved on. Only in very 
rare cases was any attempt made to return the site to 
a usable condition. Thirty years ago, there was 
little incentive to do so. 


But times have changed. Today; rehabilitation is’ a 
major concern for government, for the municipalities, 
and especially for the public. And I know it is also 
a major concern of progressive-minded aggregate 
producers who realize the importance of good relations 
with the public. 
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I have seen the evidence of that concern of producers 
in a number of areas. I have toured some outstanding 
examples of rehabilitated pits and quarries both in 
England and in Ontario. 


In 1975, I toured 15 sites southwest of London, 
England, with Sherry Yundt, who is now director of our 
Land Management Brancn. Our visit included 
rehabilitation projects near Sunbury, Ashford and 
Thorpe. I know that some of the members of your 
association also toured rehabilitated sites in England 
that year -- including at least three of the same 
spots we visited. 


Here in Ontario, there are also many examples of 


Superbly rehabilitated sites. There are several 
excellent golf courses, in places Like.» London, 
Leamington and Fonthill. Corn is grown on 


rehabilitated agricultural land near Brantford. 
Previous pits near Chatham and Ottawa are now the 
sites Ob fine residential and recreational 
developments. 


The operators involved in these projects have shown 
that with good planning, effort and some ingenuity, 
there's no limit to what can be done. 


Ontario aggregate producers, in fact, are among the 
leaders in rehabilitation in North America. Your work 
here also compares very favorably to rehabilitation 
efforts in Europe, where the pressure to restore pits 
and quarries is extreme because of the population 
densities. 


Having said that, however, I must mention something 
that concerns both my ministry and your organization. 
That is the amount in security deposits that still 
remains on account with the province. 


The total rehabilitation security on deposit has grown 
over the years. Today, the accumulated funds amount 
to, 925-<n1 Litton. 


That is money that should rightfully be reflected in 
rehabilitation and returned to the pockets of 
oproducers, instead of sitting in a government account. 


I realize, of course, that a percentage of that total 
deposit will be reclaimed by producers who -- to tnis 
point -- have not had the opportunity to begin 
rehabilitating. They are still in the early stages of 
working their pits and quarries. 


This still leaves many other producers with the 
opportunity to carry out progressive rehabilitation on 
parts of their sites where extraction operations are 
finished. 
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Early last year, when the government increased the 
maximum security requirement to $6,000 per hectare 
that had been disturbed, the aim was to encourage more 
producers to perform rehabilitation. 


I know you believe that it is of a far greater benefit 
to everyone if former pits and quarries are left in a 
condition where they can be used productively by 
others, than it is to have that money sitting in the 
bank with the land left in a derelict condition. 


You may have heard ministry staff talk in the past 
about integrated resource management. More than 
perhaps anyone, I believe aggregate oroducers Know 
what that concept means. 


The members of this organization know that Ontario's 
natural resources are not there for the sole benefit 
of any single user, or group of users. 


The same land you want to use for aggregate extraction 
may also be in demand for, say, agricultural or 
recreational purposes. It sometimes seems like a 
tug-of-war. BUC?) withietsolid)- ‘site> “planning, «and 
creative rehabilitation, there is no reason why these 
seemingly opposing interests can not be integrated. 


No one has to tell you that the general public is 
increasingly concerned about having any kind of 
aggregate extraction take place. ; 


On more than one occasion I have read and heard your 
industry's representatives emphasize the need for 
continuing to build up a solid industry track record 
of good rehabilitation. I know all of you realize now 
essential that is if we are going to convince the 
public of the importance of the aggregate industry. 


I ask you to join me in encouraging producers who are 
not claiming money back from their security deposit to 
become more active in progressive rehabilitation. 


Poreesome je) tawill justelbe va smatter ob tre— assigning 
employees and equipment during times where there is a 
Pudi un wproduction. If they are not producing, they 
can be engaged in sloping banks, bep lacing: SO!) 0 
planting vegetation. 


There is certainly no shortage of examples or plans 
for rehabilitating. Together, the ministry and 
producers have produced valuable Studies and 
publications that are in use not only in Onbar io. biuret 
across North America. 
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And there's more coming. In April, the ministry will 
release two new rehabilitation publications. One 
presents ideas for incorporating wiidlife habitat and 
fish ponds in) rehabilitation, projects. The other 
provides information on rehabilitation techniques 
appropriate in northern Ontario. 


Butiwitherensis, still.-a need. -for.mone ~cesecarch. A 
greater emphasis must be put on rehabilitating 
agricul tuna lesLand.. To help make this happen, my 
ministry has recently hired a rehabilitation 
specialist who will co-ordinate our efforts in this 
area. 


The government is committed to the need for more -- 
and better -- rehabilitation. And Lplook tomes 
members of this organization to provide the leadership 
in this» area.« Only ;you.can «show the, public.that -you 
have respect for the land you are working and for the 
people who will still be there after you have 
finished. 


Together, in this way, we can make those who question 
the need for aggregate operations, come to understand 
the importance of what you do. 


Much has changed in the past 30 years. The aggregate 
industry has come a long way, with tremendous 
improvements in operating standards. New 
rehabilitation techniques minimize the impact of 
resource extraction on local communities and _ the 
environment. 


I know your organization is committed to continuing 
these advances. Resource development can no longer 
take placeiwihout publicaccrutadny,) Dutewit ieteinns 
approach, the aggregate industry has every reason to 
look forward to the future with a great amount of 
optimism. 
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Good morning, and happy anniversary. The Minister was 
unable to be here today, but he asked me to pass on 
his warmest regards. 


It is a great pleasure to be here today. This 135 
after all, a watershed event in the figurative sense, 
too. 


We at the ministry see this as the 30th anniversary of 
awgroupp Ot tkindred spirits. We have many mutual 
concerns, and mutual satisfactions. 


When the Metro Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority formed in 1957, it embarked upon a journey 
without’ end. That is perhaps the single most 
important thing we have in common. 


There will never come a time when we can look out over 
Ontario and say, "There. We did it. We're finished.” 
And then slap each other on the back, drink a toast to 
success, and go home. 


But there will, from time to time, come occasions when 

- weemcani looks on “Our worki with satisfaction, drink a 
toast to our successes -- and then get on with the 
job. 
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I think that this is such an occasion. Looking back 
oven tyour first 30. .years, ..1--can see, how. the the 
concept of conservation evolved. Looking back even 
further, we can see how the need for conservation 
developed. 


The natural resources of Ontario have always been part 
of its unique appeal. It was, after all, the richness 
of these resources -- the forests, the fish, the game 
== that attracted settlers to this land in the 19th 
century. 


In those days, there must have seemed no need for 
conservation programs. The forests were so huge, so 
seemingly limitless. They would always be there, no 
matter how many trees were cut down for wood. 


The fish would always swim in the streams, no matter 
how many were caught for food. The forests would 

always be alive with game, and the streams and rivers 
would always flow. 


So the pioneers cut trees, built wood homes and set up 
mill-wheels in the streams. And mankind made its 
mark. 


Salmon vanished from blockaded streams. Rivers all 
but dried up in the summer droughts, and raged in the 
spring runoffs. 


And gradually, as civilization crystallized out of the 
wilderness, a new realization crystallized along with 


it. A very solid, and sharp-edged truth -- that the 
resources are not’ limitless. That the land is 
fragile. 


That is why we need conservation programs. And that 
is why the Conservation Authorities were initially 
formed and later amalgamated pees your umbrella, to 
serve this huge urban area. 


You have accomplished a lot, because the commitment 
has always been there. When the Authority came into 
existence onaFebruatyialeumto>’,.it. Mit the ground 
running. 


The Realy, of a Hurricane Hazel was very fresh in 
people's minds then. The Hazel tragedy dramatically 
demonstrated the need for better flood control; the 
need for Conservation Authorities. 


The new Conservation Authority quickly realized that 
flood control in the long run would mean a very 
extensive water conservation program. 


ah 3 


Flood control has always been central to your mandate. 
There has always been a great deal of muscle-work and 
mind-work on water management. 


Thanks to your hard work, the effects of flooding and 
erosion have been chopped back considerably. 


Yet “your “efforts *‘anvoive *-a’™ lot =more’ “than = water 
management. We have, during the past 30 years, seen 
parks and conservation areas for the public blossom on 
lands acquired. for £lood control. 


In the first decade, the Heart Lake, Boyd and Albion 
Hills conservation areas became established and new 
ones, such as Claremont and Bruce's Mill, sprouted. 
They have been priceless gifts to the people of Metro 
Toronto, Peel, York, Durham and surrounding areas. 


At the same time, programs in reforestation and 
wildlife. habitat conservation branched off. The fish 
hatchery was built at Glen Haffy in those early years, 
and both fish and wildlife conservation assumed a high 
importance. 


It was also in the first 10 years that the Authority 
made its first great strides in public education and 
involvement, with the establishment of the Albion 
Hills Conservation Field Centre, and the construction 
of Black Creek Pioneer Village. 


And the Metro Toronto and Region Conservation 
Foundation began its work in 1961, shepherding public 
donations of money and property into the grand effort. 


In the second decade of its existence, the Authority 
continued flood control programs with the construction 
of the G. Ross Lord Dam and the smaller Milne and 
Stouffville Dams, as well as major flood control 
channels. 


Meanwhile, other conservation goals continued to be 
realized. Over seven million trees were planted in 
reforestation programs in the second decade, on almost 
3,000 hectares. Education programs put on weight, 
with projects such as the Boyd Conservation Education 
Complex. 


Now the third decade is complete. The comprehensive 
watershed management plan is well under way. Flood 
warning and forecasting systems are better than ever, 
thanks to improved training and the power of the 
computer. 


The recreational aspects of the conservation areas 
continue to be developed. As the greater Metro 
Toronto region grows into the 1990s, thanks to your 
work it will always be brushed with greens and blues. 


ied 


You have enhanced the preservation of Ontario's 
historical heritage, with projects such as _ the 
visitor's centre addition to Pioneer Village, and 
similar efforts. 


New lands have been acquired. Shoreline management 
projects are under way. Plans are being updated, 
computers are humming. 


There is, undeniably still much to do. The areas you 
deal with are like our own responsibilities at the 
ministry. They are growing and changing. 


The journey continues. Erosion control continues to 
be a concern, pollution continues to be a concern, 
storm water, flood control. It will always be that 
waye 


But at this, the completion of decade three, there is 
also much to be proud of. Thi shis (an occasion. to 
reflect upon what you have done, and toast your 
successes. 


Don't be surprised if thousands of ordinary citizens 


-- the people this Authority has served so well for 30 
years -- join in that celebration. 
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Good evening. ram + particularly pleased ‘to be'*here 
tonight, because this meeting represents a milestone. 
In fact, it represents two milestones. 


This is the seventh year since forest management 
agreements began to replace the old timber licence 
system in 1980. RiGee tte a seeciye: Larret ATMA. FMA 
meeting that ‘includes not only ministry people, but 
industry people as well. 


To the industry people present, let me extend a very 
warm welcome. This program we are all involved in is 


a mature one now, and getting bigger. Sor it 1s 
SDD ROOT late wats you Voe § ineluded] an” our “annual > 
banquet, meetings, and coffee-drinking marathon. 


Forest management under FMAs is, after all, a highly 
co-operative effort. 


Yet co-operation was not always the norm, as I am Sure 
you are all aware. Until 1962 forest management was 
the stated responsibility of the forest industry. 


Bute byw) 1900 etwas the "perception of" those “in 
government, in general, the forest industry was not 
doing an effective job of regeneration and management. 


As a result, in 1962 the Crown Timber Act was amended 
and the Province assumed full responsibility for 
regeneration. 


But this arrangement tended to put forest products 
companies at cross-purposes with the ministry. 
Efficient and effective harvesting by the companies 
created problems and inefficiency in regeneration. 
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ThesmArnsoniReporit .OfvH OG tookse afrcriiticalgdook: at 
forest management as it was then practised in Ontario. 
It was instrumental in the development of our present 
system, in that «Bien Ydentified Brheno needigsfor a 
co-operative approach to forest management. 


As a result, the Crown Timber Act was amended in 1979 
tovinclude a sectionppermi tsi ngethe! Minister otosenter 
into forest management agreements, and the FMAsS were 
born. 


The idea has always been to provide for a continuous 
Suppl yeotistorest = productsi/ito) thehompany,omand to 
ensure the forests are harvested and managed on a 
sustained yield basis. 


And it works. Thathlisiowhy /thes birthawtficthe sidorest 
Management agreements was such a tremendous step 
forward. 


Their inception was a step into the future. For the 
first time, FMAs provided for responsible stewardship 
of the forests by the very companies that harvested 
them. With ministry guidance and funding support, 
that stewardship has steadily improved. 


From the beginning, FMAsS gave forest products 
companies a new set of responsibilities. The 
companies were faced with the tasks of silviculture, 
regeneration, site preparation and other obligations. 
Andmnut, fice goodurtoy see that the companies have 
consistently exceeded the levels of performance 
achieved by government alone, before the advent of 
FMAS. : 


I would like to share with you some of the highlights 
of past performance. The first five-year reviews of 
PMAS;! releasedeiniDecember: of 11985; toldiquite .a 
success story. 


Thosemtour! ori ginalsicompanies o-— Abitibi: Price: Inc., 
Great Lakes Forest Products Ltd., E.B. Eddy Forest 
Products Ltd. and Spruce Falls Power and Paper Company 
-- had shown gratifying results. 


They had, in conjunction with the ministry, increased 
regeneration over these five years by 43 per cent, 
Withieonl wGalnlSitperapcent increasez\in harvest. Site 
preparation had increased by 30 per cent. Tending was 
up 285 perm centre 


Let me assure you, those results pleased and impressed 
us jabie at’ithetsame: tame. When the next set of 
five-year reviews were completed, just recently in 
fact; the overall indications were once again 
positive. 
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Overall, in the areas reviewed, regeneration was up 29 
per cent while actual harvest increased by only nine 
per cent. Tending increased 129 per cent, and site 
preparation was up 138 per cent. 


And these initial results are just the beginning. The 
first few years of any new undertaking are a time for 
learning about, and adapting to, the new situation. 
But we are clearly succeeding. 


We are committed to continued responsible management 
of this most precious resource and heritage. We are 
also committed to public openness about what we do. 


For that reason, last summer we released to the public 
the audit of Ontario's forests, done at our request by 
Dean Gordon Baskerville of the Faculty of Forestry at 
the University of New Brunswick. 


We are convinced that the actions we are initiating as 
avresubt vot: its! constructive cept rcisnsiowil Wistm the 
coming years, impact Significantly on forest 
management in our province. 


In fact, it.wasowith thatepossibilityeinemind that the 
government requested the audit. 


We understand the need to learn. The practice of 
forest management, after all, is only about.25 years 
Old in northern Ontario. 


We. ==o thes companies sand bHhessministryhesstiare, all 
undergoing saciprocess; lof Jagrowthgp ont’ Hhesiway to 
macurity « 


With the first five-year reviews of FMAs showing the 
way, and with the Baskerville report shedding some 
light on the path, we have already begun to do some 
fine-tuning. 


For example, one of Dean Baskerville's comments was. 
that an administrative mindset, as he called it, must 
not get things bogged down. That issue has already 
been addressed in our 1l6-point Action Plan on Forest 
Management. 


Senior ministry management is taking steps to make 
Sure that systematic management does not stifle 
innovation. 


These developments are evidence of the changes taking 
place Ofwi thamefthe:) (mpnivistay: They show how the 
relationships and’ ijrolesmof mimistny 4FMAs staff evolve 
with a maturing program. 
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I am confident that similar evolution is taking place 
within the forest companies, as they continue to adapt 
to the FMAs. Together, these changes bode well for 
the future. 


Also, beginning in 1987 all timber management plans 
will contain clearer statements of objectives that are 
attainable and measureable -- something else that Dean 
Baskerville recommended. 


These steps, and others in our action plan, are only 
the beginning of the next stage in the evolution of 
forest management in Ontario. 


Teemisaunporcant sforntala «of us; I stthink, *to!-realize 
that not only have we only just begun; we have done so 
at the proper time. 


We know that the old, natural forests of Ontario are 
at a major turning point. While there is an abundance 
of mature wood, the old forests are being depleted. 


Theres 1 senarvesting,;wtenat is true. “But. there is also 
tree disease, insects and the inevitable loss to fire. 
So as we harvest and regenerate, tend and protect, we 
are. im fact, creating the new, planned forests of the 
future. 


In another half-century or less, we will be benefiting 
from our investment. The forests will be literally 
olanned from the ground up. 


When you stop to think about that; I think you will 
agree with me that it is a very big thought. It means 
that every decision we make now, every program we 
embark upon, will be crucial. 


That uals WOewe must scontinue.,to,, be. careful. and 
thoughtful in our planning. And we must continue to 
be willing to co-operate in order to let our planning 
reflect diversified interests. 


Co-operation is what our forest management philosophy 
Loo 7a dw aDOWis It was the philosophy behind the 
recently released Timber Management Guidelines for the 
Protection of Tourism Values -- which we see as a 
blueprint for co-operation between the _ forestry 
companies and the tourist industry. 


Ter is atso, Ofcourse, the philosophy behind the 
forest management agreements that we are all working 
so hard to make better. 


ANG DY LOOKING at your schedule for the’ next day, I 
can see that you are in for some open and frank 


discussions. But that's good. 
t 
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This is an excellent opportunity for you to meet and 
exchange information with others in the FMA program. 
Yous can» alsomstep? backPandetake va Cfresttlooks ati what 
we are striving to accomplish together. 


With continued co-operation, we can and will continue 
to develop and fine-tune what I believe is already an 
eminently workable and mutually beneficial system. 


It has already been responsible for improvements in 
planning and a beneficial increase in planting, 
tending and regeneration. 


These are the things that ensure the continued health 
of the forests}; and!) thevfeconomice IhealthrofeOntario's 
traditional resource industries. 


ieknowrsethaty the™benefritss twill = continues tot tow. 
Thanks to all your hard work, future generations will 
always have not only forest products, but the forests 
themselves. 
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Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. What with the 


Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters convention, 
which begins here tomorrow, and your dazzling boat and 
sportsmen's show, it seems Ottawa is the outdoor 
recreation capital of Ontario this week. 


I am doubly grateful for your invitation, because I am 
actually here in two capacities. 


First, T° am here as an outdoor enthusiast. There is 
very little that I enjoy more than boating and angling 
-- either on the waters near my home down in the 
Niagara area, or in the Temagami area, where my family 
has had a get-away-from-it-all cottage for many years. 


Before coming to Queen's Park, I was quite involved 
withthe “boating ‘community “in’*my area -- as the 
commodore of the Niagara Falls Boating Club, and a 
founding member of the Pilot Navigational Club. I've 
also enjoyed participating in and sponsoring yacht and 
power pvoat races. 


Tnwotner swords, lm dilad ito nave thisisopportunity to 
{ust look, around, ands sec all ‘the “boats and other 
recreational equipment on display. 


Tivalsor Mave an winterest- in seeing: that Ontario’s 
outdoor recreational opportunities are developed, 
maintained and enjoyed to their fullest potential. It 
is the best job I've ever had. 
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And it is in my capacity as Minister that I would, in 
the next few minutes, like to share with you some news 
about the new resident sport fishing licence; say 
something about boating safety; and remind you of six 
outdoor recreational opportunities that are all about 
one hour away from this very building. 


Starting this year, almost every resident angler in 
Ontario will require a. sport fishing licence -- either 
a sl0- annual Licence ,or, the $5, licence of, four, days. 


This) measuce .was. not, introduced without a_lot.of 
thought and preparation. Ree Gee Dak aera Louk 
preparation was, of course, consultation with both 
individual anglers and representatives of anglers' 
groups. And what we found was that there were very 
few people opposed to the idea of a resident licence 
-- providing the revenue it generated was used to 
enhance Ontario's sport fishery. 


Well, that is what's happening. 


MNR already spends about $30-million a year on its 
various fisheries programs. We expect the new licence 
will generate between $8- and $10-million in revenue 
every year. An equivalent amount will be allocated to 
my ministry to be spent on such things as fish habitat 


rehabilitation projects; the Community Fisheries 
Involvement Program; fish culture facilities; stocking 
programs; experimental fisheries management; and 


upgraded law enforcement. 


My fisheries staff are very excited about these 
developments. They “are ‘dedicated to ‘fisheries 
management, and they know that this infusion of extra 
money each year will have long-term beneficial effects 
on Ontario's fishery. 


We are. S80 .anxious to. get started, on these new 
initiatives that we didn’t’ even wait until this’ year 
to start on some of them. The week we began selling 
Ene -lieences,.. 2, announced. the. initiation. of, 35 
projects. Many of these projects are seasonal in 
nature. If we had waited until revenue from the 
licences was coming in, we would have had to stall 
some of these projects for another year. 


Five of these early projects are or will be undertaken 
in eastern Ontario. 


e Construction will begin this spring to improve 
access to the Ottawa River. This is something 
local anglers have wanted for a long time. 


e We will prepare a brochure showing the types of 
fish species in, and access routes to, lakes in 
the Tweed area -- an area that is already 
popular with some Ottawa residents. 
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@ We have hired a community fisheries adviser in 
Napanee to help local Sport=-fishing,. clubs. with 
their projects under the community fisheries 
involvement program, or CELE, CELE is 
obviously popular in eastern Ontario -- three 
clubs are already actively involved -- the 
Loyalist SDOnt Fishing Association, the 
Kingston Rod and Gun Club and the Greater Bob's 
Lake Association. These groups all have 
Walleye “culture ponds, growing Eingerlings, for 
the local Vakes.: 


@e Our fourth initiative using advance funds from 
the resident sport fishing licence “was the 
assessment of lake trout spawning and spawning 
habitat in Big Rideau Lake. That job has now 
been completed, and the results are being 
examined. 


e And the fifth project” is. a. Study. of) stne 
Eeasibility of wehabilitating fish phabatat in 
order to establish a yellow perch sport fishery 
along the Sts Lawrence Parkway, between 
Brockville and Cornwall. 


This is, gust the beginning, not only on your ares, out 
across Ontario. 


I .don.t “have £0 tell votsthat. Doatind. anda sport 
fishing are among the fastest growing recreational 
activities -- and industries -- in Ontario. 


Our surveys show that about four and a half. million 
Ontario residents and about one and a half million 
American visitors will spend some time boating in our 
province this year. ADG w@pgiuarter of Ontario us 
population -- that's more than two million people -- 
will go fishing at least once this year. 


These are very impressive, immensely encouraging 
numbers. 


But there are less encouraging numbers. They have to 
do with boating accidents. Unless all boaters are 
convinced that their water vehicles must be handled 
with the same care and caution as their road vehicles, 
nearly 100 boaters will drown in 1987. 


That's what the statistics tell “us will happen. 


But we can break this statistical trend, along with 
others. Like the one that .predicts more than half of 
these tragedies will involve powerboats shorter than 
18 feet. Or that forty per’scen’ of accidents: will 
involve drinking andjdriving. Or that. 7Siper cent of 
the victims will not have been wearing life jackets or 
personal flotation devices. 


A 


These are sobering statistics. But the tragedy can be 
avoided if everyone works together to make this 
boating season a safe one. 


To increase awareness on these boating hazards we have 
produced a pamphlet called Don't Rock the Boat, and it 
contains 10 essential safe-boating Drincipies. 
Following them will help ensure that your boat trips 
will end as happily as they begin. 


YOumCanedetpaecODy Ongethe pamphlet..in English or in 
French at MNR's exhibit here at the show, whicn I am 
personally inviting you all to visit. You will also 
be able to obtain copies of other pamphlets, which 
describe in detail the six provincial parks in eastern 
Ontario. 


I'm talking about Sharbot Lake, Silver Lake, Murphys 
Pointos Plt zoOV, Rideau skiver, and Carillon provincial 
parks. Each is in a unique setting and boasts its own 
combination of natural beauty and man-made amenities. 
All of them have clean beaches, good fishing, friendly 


Staft, boat launches, and fantastic campsites. You 
are welcome to come for just an afternoon swim and a 
picnic, or to pay a more extended visit. LES Up eo 
VOUS 


Pie 2 Oy esa ily. Nalécan,bour, west. of. here, on, the 
Ottawa River. 


ADoOutmiaLe aneahours south, ofp here,.on Highway. 6, is 
Rideau River Provincial Park. It boasts four beaches, 
two special fitness trails and a playground. 


About an hour east on the Ottawa River near the Quebec 
border. andi the .histonic Long Sault Rapids, you jwill 
find .Garinwvons Park. Canil loneiis what «wea call..a 
"gateway park." That is, for many visitors coming from 
Phe. east, this) 4s, their first taste of outdoor 
recreat von ne Ontarl Ow andi ours staff «goacald.. out,.to 
ensure that that taste is a good one. 


Silver Lake, Sharbot Lake and Murphys Point are all to 
the. southwest -of -here,) about. an, hour's.» drive- along 
Highway 7. 


A wide sandy beach and great swimming are the main 
attractionshateSilver Lake. § For ttheranglerm, there,are 
both warm- and cold-water fish. 


AteShanboteliake:, Monewofetheypank: sqseveralwhikiing 
trails. leads up to.a lookout point and an enchanting 
view of two lakes. The angling. is for warm-water 
fish, and anyone catching yellow pickerel is asked to 
mention it. towpark Staff, who are doing a survey of 
that species. 


ec 


The last. of these six local parks Wsmene sruqgeq., 
beautiful Murphys Point Provincial Park, on Big Rideau 
Lake. 


Being on the Rideau Waterway, Murphys Point Provincial 
Park is quite popular with boaters. There are several 
boat-in camping facilities -- which means they can 
only be reached by water. There is also a wide range 
of other on-shore, inland activities and attractions, 
including the historic Silver Queen mica mine, within 
the park boundaries. 


I could talk for another hour about..the wonders and 
pleqsures. to de sfound nh, these Six parks. eabuLol want 
to see “tne “show, and 2 mvsure vous do, too. 


Before leaving, I would like to encourage you to visit 
the MNR exhibit. It's bigger and better than ever 
this year. Again, it features an interesting array of 
live animals, including fox, beaver, geese and bear. 
Finally, don't forget to pick up those seven brochures 
I mentioned. One might help save your life. ~ The 
other Six are sure tovhelp ‘vou enjoy that lire. 


Enjoy the show. 
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Good afternoon, and thank you for that warm welcome. 


After I spoke to you last year, I thought that if you 
ever invited me back I would wear goalie's equipment 
for protection. You can deliver some pretty hard 
verbal slapshots. 


However, °I didn’t (bring ‘the’ pads’ with me after all 
because I think we have shown this year that we make a 
pretty good team. We didn't always agree on all the 


plays -- I know some of you are still unhappy about 
Ontario's decision not to use chemical pesticides 
again this year -- but I was really proud of the way 


we hung together during the rough spots, especially on 
issues like the softwood export tax. 


Your industry and my ministry are going to have to 
continue that kind of teamwork because we're facing 
some pretty significant challenges. These include the 
upcoming Class Environmental Assessment hearings, 
continuing to put the changes recommended by the 
Baskerville report into effect, and, of course, the 
effects of the export tax on softwood lumber and 
growing trade protectionism in countries around the 
world. These are just a few of the things we have to 
deal with. 


On the issue of the new export tax on softwood lumber, 
I want to reassure you that the Ontario government has 
not softened in its opposition to this measure. 
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As you know, Ontario has -- from the beginning -- 
opposed the agreement between the federal government 
and the United States which put this tax into effect. 
We felt the preliminary decision by_ the US* 
Department of Commerce was flawed, and that the 
calculations used to establish a level of subsidy were 
grossly in error. And not only is this tax unfair; it 
also violates provincial sovereignty under the 
Constitution. 


However, Since Ottawa chose to ignore the arguments of 
Ontario -- and of your industry -- and has already put 
the tax into effect, we are now concentrating on 
trying to minimize its impact on Ontario. ; 


A working group has been set up, under the wing of the 
Canadian Council of Forest Ministers, to try to 
determine replacement measures which could be an 
alternative to the export tax. 


Ontario's position is that we will participate in 
these talks, and willingly provide any information 
about our .forest programs that the working group 
needs. However, we have made it clear that we will 
not necessarily be bound by any decision the group 
reaches, or be obliged to follow any course of action 
that it prescribes. 


We are still having other meetings with the federal 
government and officials from the other provinces to 
determine how money collected from this tax is to be 
distributed to the provinces. 


I can tell you now, it will be months before any of 
this is resolved. 


Ontario is still examining, in concert with the other 
provinces, the impact of this tax. And we are looking 
at the sorts of things the provinces might do to help 
soften the blow. 


However; cauntasée we) iKnow lewhat/ <=--s.if (any) —-—~> tax 
replacement measures can be used, and how much money 
will be returned to the province, it is very difficult 
to be more specific about what is going to happen. 


There is, perhaps, one positive thing to come out of 
this export tax mess. All the news coverage the issue 
has received has forced the general public into an 
awareness of how vitally important forestry is to the 
economy of this province, and to this country. 


It has always disturbed me how little most people, 
especially those in southern Ontario, and even quite a 
few in Northern Ontario, really know about our forest 
resources. 
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This is even more disturbing when you think about the 
way that public opinion has become such a major force 
in shaping the actions of government and industry. 


I am not quibbling with the public's right to have a 
say in how our resources are managed -- I think that 
is vitally important. These resources, after all, do 
belong to the taxpayers. I just wish that the general 
public was better informed about what our resources 
are all about and what is really happening with their 
management. 


I believe it is in the best interest of the 
government, industry and the public itself to have a 
population that is fully informed about’ forest 
management and the forest industry. A well-informed, 
knowledgeable public can be an extremely valuable ally 
in forest management. 


You may have seen some commercials on television 
recently, promoting Canada's forestry industry. They 
are part of a National Forest Awareness campaign 


launched last month in Montreal. This campaign is a 
major, five-year effort funded jointly by the federal 
and provincial governments to increase public 


awareness of the importance of Canada's forests. 


A related campaign is under way here in Ontario. Te 
will concentrate on explaining effective forest 


management -- what it means, how it is achieved and 
who it benefits. We will be talking about the roles 
of the various partners -- government, industry and 


the public, and how those roles come together. 


I believe these joint campaigns will have a major 
eftect on improving the general public's knowledge of 
our forests. But I think the campaigns would be even 
more effective if members of the Ontario forest 
industries were to strengthen their own public 
education programs. 


I must say I was pleased to see the Ontario Forestry 
Association's efforts in this regard earlier this 
month at its convention at the Skyline Hotel in 
Toronto. Much of the discussion there centred on the 
fact that southern Ontario's rural forest areas are 
under intense pressure from a variety of competing 
users. 


Rather than accepting this as an endless battle 
between conflicting interests, the Ontario Forestry 
Association's message was that this situation should 
be viewed as a challenge. Only through a wise program 
of integrated resource managment, drawing- on a public 
that has been educated about our forests, can we hope 
to make the best use of our remaining rural forests. 


ee eae 


I know that, aS an organization, your association has 
also worked hard to increase public awareness of the 
forest industry in Ontario. Over the years, a number 
of individual firms have developed some excellent 
campaigns. 


I. think it would be terrific if your industry could 
increase your public education campaigns in a way that 
would complement the federal and provincial strategies 
which are already under way. In today's environment 
we need more than occasional campaigns targeted on 
specific issues. We need to create a sustained 
program to dispel myths, and to provide facts to the 
public. 


It was this conviction -- that we need to provide the 
public with all the facts -- which prompted me, in 
1985, to release the Provincial Auditor's report on 
forestry management in its entirety. And that is why 
my ministry called in Dean Gordon Baskerville from the 
University of New Brunswick to prepare an independent 
audit of our forest practices. 


Last October, we released Dean Baskerville's report 
and a detailed action plan outlining our proposed 
response in 16 key areas. I feel we have made 
tremendous progress in implementing that action plan 
during the past four months. 


In fact, we acted immediately on Dean Baskerville's 
suggestion that we create a new senior level position 
-- that of Provincial Forester -- to oversee our 
forest programs. Ken Armson has accepted that post 
and, quite frankly, I can't think of anyone better for 
the job. 


In his new role,- Ken has been freed from some of his 
administrative duties to focus on critical issues 
facing forest management in Ontario. 


We were very fortunate at the ministry to have Dennis 
Schafer on hand to step into Ken's old position as 
head of the Forest Resources Group. 


Many of our other officials are working closely with 
some of you on projects like the Forest Resource 
Inventory and the wood allocation problem. 


Both of these issues require action at the most senior 
executive level of industry and government. In some 
cases, they will require. the development of a new 
perspective on long-held, company -to-company or 
management-labor relations. Nevertheless, these are 
concerns that must be addressed if we are to make the 
most efficient use of our Crown forests. 
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Ideally, I would like to see them resolved before the 
Class Environmental Assessment Hearings begin later 
this year. 


The Class E.A. hearings offer government and industry 
another chance to show the public how effective forest 
management is being carried out in this province. 


One of the things we will be talking about at the 
hearings is the success of the Forest Management 
Agreements. 


I see a growing acceptance of the philosophy behind 
these agreements: -- that industry should be the 
stewards of the forests it profits from. And I look 
forward to the day when every person in the forest 


industry -- from senior management down to the most 
recently-hired summer student -- also embraces that 
philosophy. 


The Forest Management Agreements are.a great example 
of how government and industry can work together as 
partners. The Class E.A. hearings will give us a 
chance to convey that message to our other partner -- 
the public. 


The hearings will also provide us with an opportunity 
to dispel myths like “we're running out of forests," 
and to answer the public's concerns over the 
environment. 


They will include a discussion of our aerial spraying 
program to fight insect infestations in many parts of 
the province. ; 


As you let me know quite clearly at this meeting last 
year, the use of chemical insecticides is one of the 
things your industry and my ministry doesn't always 
agree on. 


We announced last November that MNR will: only be using 
the biological pesticide Bt in our aerial spraying 
program“ in’ Pos? We will review this position each 
year, but the -fact’*that Bt* has™ an” adequate success 
rate, combined with the minimal environmental hazards 
it poses, appears to give it an edge over other -- 
more toxic -- pesticides. 


That does not mean, however, that chemical 
insecticides “do mot nave a role sto playin forest 
Management. My ministry has been asked by the federal 
government to participate in chemical research trials 
on a variety of chemical pesticides. We are reviewing 
this request and I expect to be able to advise you of 
the government's decision shortly. 
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These trials would expose a number of chemical 
compounds to a broad spectrum of tests. Such areas as 
effectiveness, toxicity, environmental impact and 
safety for the people handling them need to be 
researched. 


Tt is important to the future of the forest™industry 
that we have as broad a range of insecticides and 
herbicides at our disposal as possible to protect and 
manage our forest resources. At the same time, 
however, we must be able to prove to a questioning 
public that these tools of forest management are not 
going to do more harm than good over the long haul. 


The general public’s concern for the environment must 
not be taken lightly. One public opinion poll after 
another has underlined the importance that Canadians 
put on clean water, clean air and unpolluted soil. 
Who would argue with those priorities? 


That is why public education is so important. When 
clinical research and field tests can be proven to 
support the use of new types of pesticides to help 
manage our forests, without unduly endangering the 
environment, the public should be made aware of it. 


After all, it was through precisely these kinds of 
tests that we discovered the biological agent Bt, 
which we use so widely for pest control today. Rha WS 
to our benefit if we make the public aware of these 
advances. 


One thing Ontarians are very aware of is acid rain. 
You have probably been wondering about recent news 
stories quoting a "leaked" federal study and 
suggesting that stunted tree growth in Ontario and 
Quebec is linked to acid rain. Some of those stories 
accused the forest industry of keeping a -- quote -- 
"Strange silence" -- unquote -- by not doing more to 
lobby air polluters to clean up their acts. 


The ieaked. study was actually.a .ftirst draft ofa 
report the federal government commissioned on acid 
rain, and it wouldn’t really be fair for me to comment 
on it until I have seen the final report. 


However, the information contained in that first draft 
doesn’t really say anything that hasn’t already been 
well documented. We already know that trees in 
certain parts of Ontario and Quebec close to sources 
of pollution have reduced growth, and that tree growth 
may decline as a result of various factors and stress. 


Acid rain is- an alarming and costly problem, but I can 
Nobmcave oe Sebacedmonathis, first draft -- that this 
latest study sheds any new light on the subject. 


ee 


At the same time, I don't want to minimize the threat 
that acid rain could pose to our forests and to your 
livelihoods. I encourage you to support Ontario's 
efforts to curd acid, rain and fo urges you, as an 
industry, to lobby your collegues and politicians both 
at home and in Washington to take action on this 
problem. 


Issues like acid rain and the softwood export tax 
illustrate that we can not ignore or escape the 
effects of what is happening in the greater world 
around us. Even if it were possible, it would not be 
wise to allow ourselves to become so immersed in the 
day-to-day demands of our individual operations that 
we lose sight of our place in the larger world. 


Similarly, we must make sure that those outside of the 
forest industry are aware of us, and the importance of 
what we do. Only through education, can we develop 
the kind of understanding and mutual respect that is 
essential if the forest industry, the public and the 
government are going to get the most from our forests. 


I know we can do it, if we work together. 
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Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 


Today I'd like to talk to you about how we use 
Ontario's natural resources. As true 
conservationists, you know that use is an essential 
part of conservation. In fact, the World Conservation 
Strategy makes it clear that conservation is wise use. 
No one Knows that better than resource users. 


I'm a resource user. All my life I've hunted, I've 
fished, I've paddled, and I've hiked. And, give or 
take some blackfly attacks and the occasional outboard 
motor that wouldn't start, I've enjoyed every minute 
ey me a 


In the early summer of 1985, I took on a new challenge 
in the outdoor field when I became Minister of Natural 
Resources. It's quite a job, and many times I think 
it is one of the most satisfying things that I have 
ever done. 


It's a job-that takes you places, and gets you doing 
things that you never expected to do. LO glue RO 
tell you about one of my recent experiences. 


I was fishing for Atlantic salmon on a well-known 
Canadian river in New Brunswick. I paid: 930 +f0K. a 


-licence, and I was required to use a guide. Of 


course, I caught the biggest fish of the day. But do 
you know what I brought home? A TAG. A tag saying l 
had caught a 20-pound salmon. 


Why didn't I bring home the fish? Because nobody can 
keep adult salmon out of that river. Keeping one 
adult fish could hurt the reproductive potential of 
the entire run of salmon. 
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That's why you have a guide. Not to make sure you 
catch lots of fish. But to help you release them 
properly. The guide doesn't use a net because the 
mesh might injure the fish's eyes. Instead, when you 
catch a fish, he takes the canoe to shore and == 
without touching the fish or taking re ou of “the 
water -- twists the hook out of its mouth and lets it 
go. He estimates the weight, and gives you a tag. 


Being from Ontario, that was an eye-opener for me. A 
resource is in pretty bad shape when you can't even 
keep ONE fish. It really brought home the message 
that if we don't use our resources wisely, they won't 
be there for our children and grandchildren to enjoy. 


I take that message personally because I am a resource 
user. And I think that the Premier may have chosen me 
for the Natural Resources Ministry because he knew I 
am a conservationist who believes in wise use. 


As Minister of Natural Resources, I am a resource 
allocator -- someone who must consider the views and 
interests of all kinds of people and groups who want 
to use our resources. It's my job to balance the 
interests and make decisions or forge compromises 
that are both valid and acceptable. 


That brings a lot of people to my Offmee tO visit. 
They talk to me. They often leave me a written 
statement of their ideas. 


I hadn't occupied my office for very long before I.met 
with a delegation from the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters -- led by Ken Lounsbury and Rick 
Morgan. 


I still have tthe position paper they Yeftt ‘with me. 
When I first read it, I was impressed by the logic of 
your ideas, and the sound arguments you used to 
Support your positions. You -- as resource users -— 
know what wise use is. 


So I'm going to use your own position paper as the 
basis for what = have to say. Igme mot, going to go 
over every last detail. Otherwise I'd be up here all 
day, and you wouldn't get a chance to ask uS any 
questions. So I'll discuss things under three 


headings -- fishing, hunting and other concerns. . 
I'll start with fishing. 


In the field of game fish, we have received and 
considered your opinions on lake trout, muskie and 
yellow pickerel, which some of you call walleye. 
There are many changes coming that will lead to Detter 
management of those species. it wyouudeoak at Ene 
latest summary of the fishing regulations, you eu Gy 
find two full pages of regulations tnat will come into 
force shortly. The OFAH has provided valuable support 
for these essential changes. . 
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In commercial fishing, modernization is continuing. 
Your involvement as an organization will be growing. 


Early next month, four representatives of the angling 
community will be meeting with four representatives of 
the commercial fishing industry. The first goal is to 
lay the groundwork for handling the incidental catch 
of game fish. 


And, of interest to both commercial fishermen and 
anglers, our fisheries assessment review is 
continuing. Lake Erie has been completed. The next 
lake on the list is Lake Ontario, a lake of great 
interest to anglers. 


I welcome your involvement in that review and I 
understand your executive has already been approached 
to nominate a member to the steering committee. 


The last item on my fisheries list is the very first 


item in your position paper -- the need for a resident 
sport fishing licence. ltiseclear.<that;-the OFAH 
believes that the resource users share the 


responsibility for conserving the resource. This 
means contributing directly to programs which help to 
conserve the resource. 


I agree completely -- that was why I introduced the 
sport fishing licence. 


We have already started some fisheries projects using 
advance funds on the new resident licence. 
Here are just a few examples: i 


@ For the next fiscal year, we will spend an 
additional $1/4-million for stream rehabilitation 
across Ontario. 

& We will raise Atlantic salmon and Skamania trout 
at Normandale hatchery, at a start-up cost of 


$100,000. 
® We will expand the Community Fisheries Involvement 
Program.) so to include larger projects in 


municipalities. For example, we have already 
contributed $50,000 to a fish hatchery in Sault 
St. Marie. That project has been delayed slightly 
because of site and design difficulties, but will 
go ahead in the new fiscal year. 

8 We will fund a major study of the St. Lawrence 
River, an under-used fishery that has tremendous 
potential. 


As you can see, it's a wide-ranging list that will 
continue to grow. In our next fiscal year, we expect 
to receive an additional $8.2-million allocated for 
our fisheries programs. This is the equivalent to the 
amount we expect to collect from the licence. 


We know where the money is coming from and we know 
where we are going to use it -- on improving our 
fisheries. 


Of course, I'm not asking you to take that on faith. 
In the near future, I will be appointing a Fisheries 
Advisory Council to advise me on ways to spend the 
additional funds. The Ontario Federation of Anglers 
and Hunters will be represented on that council. 


OK, now for hunting. 


I'll start with deer. With a herd that's doubled in 
the six years since the introduction of the selective 
harvest, deer is always good news. And the news is 
getting even better. 


Last year, we increased the number of antlerless 
permits for deer by 49 per cent. 


Indeed, 82 per cent of the deer hunters who applied 
for permits in 1986 were successful. It would appear 
that .in. 1in.1987 ‘we will’.be,.able to ‘continue »to 
increase the: number of antlerless deer tags available 
in several units. 


In the controlled deer hunt areas, 9,774 out of 13,379 
applicants -- 76 per cent -- received a permit. 


More good news -- we've also been able to lengthen 
deer seasons and in southern Ontario we've managed to 
establish 34 controlled deer hunts on an annual basis. 


All of us know that’ selective harvesting has played an 
important part in improving deer hunting. The 
selective harvests for both deer and moose are now a 
permanent-part of my ministry's management programs. 
We will fine tune and modify our system -- but it will 
remain a selective harvest. 


We've already made some changes. In, response to 
requests from hunters, we re-instated party hunting 
for calf:moose last year. 


This spring, my staff will begin a review of issues 
related to moose hunting opportunities available 
within our moose program. 


We will be establishing advisory committees to assist 
in developing recommendations regarding a variety of 
issues within the context of our current selective 
harvest system. 


This will not be a review aimed at establishing a new 
moose management program. It will be®**®an effort t» 
improve the existing program and educate Aunters aoout 
how the system works. 
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The main issues revolve around ways to improve moose 
hunter opportunities and improve everyone's enjoyment 
of the hunt. 


Much .of the, .discussion, will .fo0c¥s “on” “moose “tag 


allocation. Preferred pooling does not necessarily 
guarantee that a hunter will get. a tag every second 
year -- even if they apply on a regular basis. 


There's been some misunderstanding about that, and we 
would Like™“to*éYear* it “ip. 


In the context of a selective harvest, we will 
consider all the options -- from a completely random 
draw'‘to lifetime pooling systems in which hunters have 
permanent numbers and can eventually be guaranteed a 
tag if they continue to participate in the hunt. 


If there is a consensus on a recommendation that 
results from the review process, then changes could be 
made in time for the 1988 season. 


Because there is the possibility of changes in the 
moose tag allocation system, we will not be making 
changes in the antlerless permit draw for deer in 
1987. 


As you may have heard, I have announced changes in 
bear hunting which will begin this spring. Over the 
past few months the pieces have begun falling in place 
for.a bear management program that will give Ontario's 
black bear true big game status. 


If all the legislation and regulations are approved, 
hunters will be limited to one bear licence per year 
in most areas. There will be new controls on hunting 
methods, non-resident hunting, on baits, and on tne 
use of dogs. 


It was nearly seven years ago that the OFAH gave my 
ministry a detailed outline of your ideas for bear 
management. You ‘/willy) find ‘-many* -of= your’ *rdeas 
reflected in our new bear management program. 


The final item under hunting is the use of blaze 
orange. You have advocated mandatory use of blaze 
orange as the best way of improving Ontario's 
excellent hunter safety record. We have taken the 
first move in that direction by introducing 
legislation that will allow regulations to -be passed 
that require the use of blaze orange.. 


In addition “to? hunting and® fishing, *your “positron 
paper included items that I put under the heading of 
"other." There are some very important things there, 
including habitat, Mireseatcn programs waowiie, eurkeysy 
poaching, and amendments to the Game and Fisn Act. 
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Two of these can be dealt with briefly. _The fish and 
wildlife research programs you were once worried about 
losing are still intact, and will continue to flourish 
in the future. 


The success of our co-operative efforts with wild 
turkey re-introduction has surprised us aiis*” Most ‘of 
you are aware of the hunt this spring in Napanee 
district. I'm pleased to announce that nNOeTLICcatrons 
were mailed out just this week to 1,000 applicants who 
were successful in a random draw, and will participate 
in Ontario's first wild turkey hunt since the early 
1900s. 


The wild turkeys have been stocked in six MNR 
districts, and the birds have done extremely well, 
especially in Napanee where approximately 2,000 may be 
present. I am optimistic that the success of the 
birds will continue to accelerate, and more hunts will 
be possible in the very near future. 


I'll spend a bit more time talking about NaDitacs 2°. 
know you have a long track record of promoting wetland 
conservation. And you're still working at it. Your 
current television commercial on wetlands is reaching 
a wide audience. 


My ministry has made wetlands a DriOority Cor many 
years, and it is now becoming a government-wide 
priority. There are a number of initiatives involved. 


® A draft provincial policy on wetlands will be 
announced later in the year. 

@ Ministry staff are working with other ministries 
to implement the Premier's promise to extend tax 
rebates we: conservation lands, particularly 
wetlands, and, 

6 My ministry is using the Sl-million that we 
generated through agreements with Ducks Unlimited 
and Wildlife Habitat Canada last September to 
acquire and secure wetlands. 


‘Forests are another habitat of interest to your group. 
Lance Males, your fish and wildlife specialist, has 
been participating in the evaluation Of ~ forest 
management and wildlife. This review is one result of 
our look at forestry in Ontario and the wildlife 
component is already well under way. 


As conservationists, we all know that good habitat’ irs 
the essential thing needed to produce a bounty of 
wildlife. And we are aware that poaching is opposite 
of wise use. Conservationists never make excuses for 
poachers. 
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In my ministry's Huronia district, for example, deer 
are plentiful. But when district staff became aware 
of the extent of commercial poaching, they came up 
with a strategy that led to a number of arrests. 
This is probably the best way to educate people who 
might treat the law lightly. I know you feel that 
increasing the number of conservation officers is the 
only way to control poaching. Over the next two 
years, I would like to see my ministry's enforcement 
staff grow by 10 per cent. 


And there's more to come on enforcement. Your 
position paper suggested the need for amendments to 
the Game and Fish Act, but you hinted that as a 
Minister in a minority government, it wasn't too 
likely that I would tackle legislation. 


But that was a year and a half ago. I think you know 
now that this government hasn’t hesitated to tackle 
issues. 


In December, I introduced amendments to the Game and 
Fish: AGE, I do regret, however, that our Game and 
Fish Amendment Act (Bill 166) was not passed before 
the winter session ended on February 12. I want you 
to know that I intend to re-introduce the amendments 
during this next session and will be pushing hard to 
get them passed for all of us. 


To mention another issue we have met head on, I made a 
decision that removed most of the prime recreational 
hunting areas from the new national park on the Bruce 
Peninsula. Many of you weren't too happy with the 
compromise and are not about to let me forget it. 
That's good, because I intend to remind people abdout 
that compromise when it comes time to regulate new 
provincial parks. 


But let's go back to the proposed amendments to the 
Game and Fish Act for a moment. When passed, these 
amendments will affect many areas, including 
enforcement: 


® Conservation officers will have more powers to 
search for documentary evidence of poaching, and 
it will be an offence not to stop when a 
conservation officer requests it. 

® For the first time, conservation officers will be 
able to lay charges for fish and game taken 
illegally outside Ontario, and, 

® Commercial ,poachers will (face, fihec or upete 
$50,000 and two-year jail sentences. 


Those changes will encourage wise use of our 
resources. Good enforcement is good conservation. 
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And that brings me to the end of your position paper. 
It you don't mind me saying so, it may be time for a 
new one since there isn't much unfinished business 
left in the old one. 


So I'd like to conclude by helping you get Started on 
your new paper by making some suggestions for your new 
agenda. One is that my ministry needs your continued 
support in taking messages to people. 


® On the resident sport fishing licence, I asked you 
to convince people that we should pay when we use 
a resource. Thank you for your help. 

® Another idea you could help to promote is the 
concept of multiple use of our resources. The 
idea of dividing things up for the exclusive use 
of any one group or interest 1s a Ehrngeot the 


past. 
@ And finally, I would like to see more emphasis put 
on children -- the next generation. 


I have a personal interest in that. In the last few 
years, I've realized that even though I enjoy catching 
fish, there's something I enjoy more. That's seeing 
kids catch fish. 


I want good resource management so that there will be 
fish around for the next generation to catch and eat. 
Along with members of the OFAH, I want the next 
generation to know that Fees rrTone “cto. use ‘Ehe 
resource, to understand that conservation is wise use. 


My ministry has a number of programs that can be 
useful to you. We have Project WILD, a program that 
teaches the teachers how to bring wildlife education 
into their curriculum. My ministry also has the 
Community Wildlife Involvement Program and_~ the 
Community Fisheries Involvement Program. CWIP and 
CFIP projects can be tailored to children. Any one of 
you here can take the initiative to do that. 


This year is of particular significance. My ministry 
is inviting your participation in Wilerires’s7e This 
is a national celebration that commemorates the 100th 
anniversary of the establishment of the wildlife 
Sanctuary at Last Mountain Lake in Saskatchewan. 


That was the first wildlife sanctuary in North 
America. Last Mountain Lake -- with its controlled 
hunt of waterfowl -- remains an excellent example of 
good wildlife management and multiple use of 
resources. 


I encourage you to get involved. Participate at the 
elub. level por. as) individuals. Link your Community 
Wildlife Involvement Program projects to Wildlife ‘387 
and get people involved. We've come a long way in the 
first hundred years of conservation. 1987 marks the 
Start of the second century. bets gem re off to a 
strong start. 
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On the same topic -- Wildlife ‘87 -- let me end these 
remarks with a strong finish -- the strongest I can 
think of. 


As you know, the Ministry of Natural Resources is also 
celebrating Wildlife '87 by naming a conservationist 
of the month for each month of the year. 


It is entirely appropriate that I present the winner 
of the February award at this particular gathering. 
He is a member of the OFAH, a man you all know and 
respect, a man who represents through his more than 30 
years of dedication to conservation the ideals and 
principles of the OFAH. 


In the 1940s, he joined the Junior Copper Cliff Rod 
and Gun Club. Since then, he has steadily moved up to 
become one of the most forceful, enthusiastic leaders 
in conservation in Ontario. 


He was vice president, treasurer and resolution 
chairman for OFAH Zone 2 in 1970, an OFAH board member 
from 1969 to 1970, moose committee chairman from 1974, 
first. vice..chairman of the-OFAn from l9V8 ito Losou-- 
I'm mentioning just a few of his achievements -- OFAH 
president for three years and a director-at-large of 
the Canadian Wildlife Federation. 


I am referring, of course, to Doug Ogston -- the very 
honourable member of the OFAH from Copper Cliff, 
Ontario. 


Doug, please come up here and let me have the pleasure 
of handing you this award. 


Before I hand this plaque over, let me just read the 
LNSCLLOLC TODS, wine st, feu bOr glis ant austasm=s anc sLOocer 
leadership in ensuring that Ontarians have access to 


their natural resources and use them wisely." 


If we had more room on this plaque, we would also have 
said that Doug may be forceful, but he is always a 
gentleman, that he has ‘a remarkable ability to see 
issues clearly, to cut through the paper and tinsel to 
the heart of whatever issue is under consideration. 


He has the ability to convince, to keep committees on 
track and to negotiate strongly and fairly. People 
like Doug are part of the reason that the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters are one of the best 
conservation organizations in North America today -- 
and why Ontario is a leader in the field of wildlife 
management. 


He is one of the reasons natural resource users have 
wnat they have today, here in Ontario. 


Congratulations, Doug. 
- 30 - 
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Good morning, and thank you for inviting me to open 
today's conference on _ wetlands in the Niagara 
Peninsula. 


In the next few minutes, I'd like to set the tone FOL 
this seminar by looking briefly at where our wetlands 
have been, and where they're going. 


Where they've been is fairly obvious. They're 
disappearing. As you know, southern Ontario could 
once lay claim to two million hectares of wetlands. 
Today, more than 70) per’ cent of these wetlands are 


gone. 
Here in southern Ontario -- and especially here in the 
Niagara Peninsula -- we live in the very heart of the 


most urbanized, the most highly-developed, and at the 
Same time, the most fertile land perhaps in all 
Canada. This is prime real estate. 


Yet a lot of it, at one time, was wetland. 
The early settlers of southern Ontario dismissed those 
bogs and swamps and fens with one brief maxim: 


Wetland is wasteland. 


Well, far from being wasteland, we now know wetlands 
offer many, though often unseen, benefits. 
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They offer habitat for a wide range Of ived bpab Ae 
and unique animal and plant species. 


They are a moderating influence in times of flood 
and storm. 


They are) .a natural ~water purl fer, y*oner MCiat 
filters chemicals before they reach our main water 
sources. 


They are a natural buffer to protect shorelines 
from erosion. 


To those first generations of Ontarians, wetlands 
were an obstacle to progress. 


How could they have foreseen that today, wetlands are 
a defence against many of the consequences one 
progress? 


Wetlands haven't had a very encouraging past. But 
they do have a hopeful future. Id aehikerte "teli. you 
where the province is going with our wetlands. 


And on that subject, I expect that the question 
uppermost in everyone's mind here today’ “is; "What's 
happening with the provincial wetlands policy?" 


As you know, discussion about a wetlands policy began 
when a paper, called "Towards a Wetland Policy for 
Ontario", was tabled in the Legislature back in 1981. 


Then in 1984, my ministry put forward a document 
called "Guidelines fou Wetlands Management in 
Ontarwo *% These were guidelines which were to be 
incorporated into municipal planning. 


Those guidelines are part of the process inte Eos as 
leading us to a policy statement under the Planning 
Act. 


Right now, an interministerial committee involving 
four provincial ministries is working to co-ordinate 
development of the policy. 


The process of formulating a draft policy is a lengthy 
one, as anyone who has been involved with the foodland 
preservation and mineral aggregates policies” Vcan 
attest. 


The most important reason for this is the need Eor 
exhaustive public consultation. 


This is because all kinds of people, agencies, and 
organizations will be affected by the policy. They 
include landowners, planners, government, and other 
people who have a stake in the resource. They all 
have the right to be heard. 
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And the interministerial committee is obliged to hear 
them, because only by considering the viewpoints of 
all ther parties!) affected; e.wi ll sit scome sup wat nga 
policy that really works. 


Let me give you an example of the complex issues that 
have been unearthed through the consultation process. 


These issues came to light ~ when the wetlands 
guidelines were sent to all 843 Ontario 
municipalities. 


The municipalities have asked some thoughtful 
questions: 


@ What's to be done about compensating 
landowners? 


® How will the policy be enforced? ZOMmin? 
by-laws offer wetlands some protection, but 
municipalities have no legislative base to 
restrict adraining ,and f12 ling. 


2 How does the policy affect wetland 
conservation measures already put in place by 
municipalities? 


e What about the impact wetlands protection 
will have on farmland? In particular, how 
will the province deal with issues such as 
drainage, which have a direct bearing on the 
agriculturalsaundust my, 


e Will the policy need to be altered in order 
to apply 1tuto) noethern Ontario, se wolchwenas 
its own, unique set of circumstances? 


« Who does what? Conservation authorities, 
provincial and federal agencies, 
municipalities, special interest groups -- 
what role will each play? 


As you can imagine, the interministerial committee nas 
its hands full working on these questions. 


Central to its task, the committee must go 
step-by-step and consider these questions. By the 
time the policy is framed -- by the time the public 
has an opportunity to review it -- by the time it is 
included under the Planning Act -- will it work? Is 
it clear? Topstar adr LopcliteeConsietenie pave c 


flexible enough to meet the hundreds of individual 
circumstances that are bound to arise? 


And that ts. whyethe, framing. cof. a. province palispo li oy 
statement involves so much time and so many people. 
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Bear in mind this doesn't just involve the Ministry of 


Natural Resources. The interministerial committee 
G@onsists of, four provincial |ministries -- and will 
involve many more agencies -- because wetlands policy 


crosses many jursidictions. 


Let me give you some examples of the many paths this 
Policy Wlyet cross, just ‘within the provincial 
government. 


@ The Ministry of Municipal Affairs is involved 
because it administers the Planning Act, under 
which the policy will be included. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources is involved 
because it is responsible for management of 
Ontario's natural resources. 


@ The Ministry of the Environment is involved pecause 
of the issue of water quality. 


€ The Ministry of Agriculture and Food is concerned 
with the availability of foodland -- which, of 
course, is one of the uses to which wetlands can be 
put. 

® The Ministry of Revenue will certainly be consulted 


on the question of compensation for landowners. 
And on and on. 
So when will the committee have a draft policy ready? 


I anticipate one could be released for public ‘review 
towards the end of this year. 


The review process to follow requires at least six 
months: for the public to comment, and the committee 
to act on those comments and submit a draft policy to 
Cabinet for legislative approval. 


That review period is yet another chance for your 
input. And time-consuming as it may be, I wouldn't 
have it any other way. 


Now, I know many of you here are chafing at the bit. 
You've had enough talk, and you're anxious to get on 


with it. Believe me -- so aml. 
That's why the Ministry of Natural Resources -~ and 
other ministries with an interest in wetlands -- rsn? tc 


standing idly by and waiting for the policy before we 
do something to secure our remaining important 
wetlands. 
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For starters, the Premier has announced a short-term 
solution «to the pressing “question of landowner 
compensation. He has said the 60-per-cent rebate for 
property tax of agricultural land will be extended to 
many heritage lands, such as Class I and II wetlands. 


And he also said the province is now reviewing the 
best way to ease the property tax burden over the long 
term. Changes will be in place by 1989. 


My ministry has not waited for a draft policy in order 
to get Started) on, another -big JOD) ~= Che job ct 
identifying and documenting our most valuable 
wetlands. 


We are now going into our fifth year of the wetlands 
inventory. 


Our major tool in getting important wetlands on the 


record books has been the evaluation system. Thus 
system was the result of a co-operative program 
between the federal and provincial governments. One 


of its important background documents was a wetland 
evaluation plan produced by the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists. Thank you for making our job easier. 


Here in the Niagara area, 38 wetlands have been 
evaluated as being of provincial significance. 


These lands will get first priority when we are 
securing wetlands. 


How we go about securing them is the third initiative 
on which my ministry is working right now. 


We're looking at the various methods by which these 
lands can be secured and retained in their natural 
state -- and there are many ways to accomplish that, 
aside from outright purchase. 


Methods being investigated include management 
agreements, conservation easements and bequests, among 
others. 


Whatever forms these agreements may take, we are 
already prepared with funds. 


My ministry has earmarked $250,000 a year for securing 
and managing wetlands in the 1987-88 fiscal year. 


We made this decision late last year as part of 
agreements we signed with Ducks Unlimited and Wildlife 
Habitat Canada. 


The other organizations are also putting money into a 
pot that amounts to a total of $l-million a year. 
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Some of those funds will be used to secure areas such 
as Class T@eende eit Swetlandss!ostagingwmareas!s for 
waterfowl: wetlands with the* potential to produce 
waterfowl, and’ areas ob natural anda 1escmentirni c 
interest. 


Some will also be used to develop and manage our 
wetlands effectively, because securement is only nalf 
the story in protecting a dynamic ecosystem. 


This {ove yet -andther “activity” “my ministry has 
undertaken without waiting for a draft wetlands 
polwvey’. 


So these are our major initiatives: 
* studies of compensation, 


e Slassicication of the actual wetlands 
themselves, 


@ co-operative efforts to, Secure sour, most 
important wetlands. 


You can see how these pursuits will have us poised to 
act aS soon as -- even before -- the Holacy ois 
approved under the Planning Act. 


We can't hope to save every wetland left PYROS aL TO. 
But we can try to save the most important and most 
significant ones. 


We're well on the way to completing an inventory of 
wetlands. And we're figuring out ways to make the 
conservation of wetlands attractive to the owners. 


What we're doing now is spadework. It may appear to 
be piecemeal, but things are falling into place. When 
the wetlands policy is in place -- we'll know what to 
do, how to do it, and we'll have the tools to get 2 
done. 


The system is deliderately cautious, deliberately 
thorough. When all the checks and balances are 
finally added up, well have a cohesive wetlands 
policy that really works to the advantage of 
naturalists, hunters, bird-watchers, municipal 
planners, farmers -- everyone who) cares about 
wetlands. 


In the meantime, the biggest job we have to do still 
lies ahead. 


The most important people we have to persuade Of; ene 
value of wetlands, are the people who own it. 


We have to teach the landowners of Ontario that the 
old maxim, "wetland is wasteland" is outdated and just 
plain wrong. 


In the classroom, the home, and the workplace, we need 
to jar people out of their indifference to a resource 
that quietly offers so much, yet demands so little. 


It's up to you and me to help people understand they 
have a personal stake in retaining wetlands. 


In so doing, I suspect we'll accomplish more than any 
amount of lobbying, or any piece of legislation, could 
ever hope to achieve. 


TI thank ‘you “all ‘for *your’ interest, tyour energy, and 
your support of our common goal. 
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


I am very happy to be here with you today. This, Sa 
very appropriate setting to talk about another 
initiative in my ministry's long-term program for 
managing the Great Lakes shoreline. 


I am pleased to announce the members Citevstl beans} Si 
Ontario Shoreline Management Advisory Council. In 
setting up this independent advisory COuUNCA 27 sy 
ministry is implementing yet another in the sequence 
of recommendations, contained in the report of the 
Shoreline Management Review Committee. 


That committee, chaired by my able parliamentary 


assistant, Jim McGuigan, made fundamental 
recommendations for finding a long-term solution to 
shoreline problems. My Ministry, along with the 


Ministries of Municipal Affairs, Treasury and 
Economics, have worked hard to implement those 
recommendations quickly. 


Nine people, representing the Great Lakes from Lake 
Superior to the St. Lawrence Seaway, will eit von sethe 
Ontario Shoreline Management Advisory Council. 


They will be responsible for seeking public opinion to 
ensure that the public continues to play a major role 
in advising my government on shoreline management 
planning. 
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They not only represent all of the Great Lakes, but 
they have a wide variety of backgrounds. They come 
from universities, from the public and private sectors 
and from conservation authorities. They have’ 
interests ranging from environmental issues to 
Sailing. 


The chairman of the advisory council will be Mr. 
Shannon Olson, the vice-chairman of the Essex Region 
Conservation Authority and a member of the McGuigan 
Committee. 


He will bring continuity to the advisory council, as 
well as offering his detailed knowledge about the 
problems on all the Great Lakes shoreline areas, 
including Lake St. Clair and Lake Erie. Mr. Olson is 
also a former Warden of Essex County. 


Patricia Petersen will be the vice-chair of the 
COUNCIL. She is acting director of Urban™Studies at 
the University of Toronto. She is a former member of 
the Scarborough Planning Board. Her work on that 
board included dealing with the problems of the 
Scarborough Bluffs area, and she has a Special 
interest in western Lake Ontario. And, in case you 
are wondering, I've been assured that she MS A eltetis 
related to the Premier. 


The other seven members of the committee are: 


o Alex Harry, a lawyer and former mayor of Sault Ste. 
Marie. Mr. Harry will represent Lake Superior from 
Sault Ste. Marie to the north. 

o John Jeffs, the vice-president of the Federation of 
Ontario, Cottagers. Mae NIGEL S: ase Tirom the 
Collingwood area and has a wide knowledge of the 
problems on Georgian Bay. He will represent the 
concerns of cottage owners. 

fo) Dr. Reid Kreutzwiser of Guelph University. Dr. 
Kreutzwiser also was a member of the Shoreline 
Management Review Committee. He represents the 
academic community and further ensures continuity 
between the work of the review committee and the 
counci i. 

fe) Howard Langan of Vanastra, near Lake Huron. Mr. 
Langan is a sailing enthusiast and will @cepresent 
the public at large. 

o Tom Miller, vice-president of the Turkey Point 
Ratepayers' Association and the North Shore 
Coalition. He represents community concerns from 
both those Lake Erie locations. 

o Paul Tipp, chairman of the Lower Trent 
Conversation Authority, representing the eastern 
portion of Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. 

o Joanne Wintemute, a resident of Niagara Falls, 
representing the Niagara area and the public at 
large. 
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This advisory..,counci,. wild holdgeat Jeastetounepublt1c 
meetings a year in different communities along the 
Great Lakes. Public concerns and recommendations from 
tiose meetings. will bes contained, In jthe councils 
annual report, which will be submitted directly to me. 


The counGi,) is a very inpoctant, i.Dart. ot the 
comprehensive plan the Government of Ontario has been 
putting together. 


As we all know, up to this time, there has not been a 
provinclaly, policy fos these controls of siorel ine 
development, even though high water levels have been 
recorded <on -the Great~Lakes ,an the §1950s,, in the 
1970s, and now again in the 1980s. 


We have now taken the lead in administering long-term 
planning. The advisory council, and other recent 
measures, are not just a flash-in-the-pan. They will 
not vanish as soon as water levels go down again. 


We are committed to long-standing programs whether 
water levels are on the rise or fall. And as we are 
all well aware, each fluctuation causes a whole new 
set of problems. 


A dock that is underwater today might be high and dry 
during the next low water cycle. 


Just let me recap some of the measures we have already 
put in place. We are hard at work, with the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs, on a joint policy statement to 
encourage consistency in managing the shoreline. 


Mapping is continuing, and will be expanded. 
Conservation authorities have been given an expand 
role to include responsibility LO shoreline 
management. 


The annual level of funding is now set at $4.5-million 
for a loans program to shoreline property owners, to 
construct seawalls and other protective structures. 


While, we are very proud of our efforts to date, no 
one is denying that there is still a great need -- 
especially for large-scale capital works. 


But. while, they ~shoreline Gis. with ns our provincial 
jurisdiction, water levels are under the jurisdication 
of the Government of Canada. 


Ontario has been anxious to consult on this problem 
with the federal government. Intact; eassletter Was 
sent on December 1l2th of last year to federal 
Environment Minister Tom McMillan. We requested his 
Support «as. our .partner) in any. large-scale capital 
works program. 
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Well, four months have gone by. As yet, we have not 
received as much as an acknowledgement that our letter 
was received, let alone any word that our request is 
being considered. 


We find this disheartening. We all know that the job 
of protecting shorelines is likely to be costly. But 
we also know that water quantity is an issue that will 
receive more and more public attention over the next 
few years and into the 1990s. 


That public attention and concern must be channeled. 


The people of the Great Lakes communities must 
continue to be involved in the planning process, for 
it is their communities that will be affected by any 
government policies put in place. 


That is why my government is giving the Shoreline 
Management Advisory Council a major role in seeking 
public participation. 


This will serve us well. Mr. McGuigan and his 
committee listened to the people and brought their 
concerns together in the committee's report. This 
council will build on the foundation of that work. It 
will ensure that the public's voice continues to reach 
my government and future governmentS —~ loud and 
clear. And I give you my assurance that my government 
will be listening. 
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ATIelht 


OFFICIAL OPENING -\pRa 
OF THE WALKERTON FISHWAY 


WALKERTON, ONTARIO 
MONDAY, APRIL 13, 1987 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY ee 


I am delighted to be here today for the official 
opening of the Walkerton Fishway. 


This opening is also cause for some celebration within 
the Ministry of Natural Resources. The fishway is the 
largest habitat improvement project in the province to 
be funded under the Community Fisheries Involvement 
Prog rani om CF ip asst tyats known. 


As many of you know, CFIP is a success story. During 
its five years of operation, the response has Peay, 
been overwhelming. 


Scores of projects across Ontario have been funded 
throughiwthis » program. Hundreds of people have 
Willingly given. up ‘their leisure time to help 
rehabilitate local fishing streams, rivers and lakes 
and to build hatcheries and fishways. 


It is obvious that CFIP hit a responsive chord and 
came at a time when anglers, outdoor groups and the 
general public wanted to get involved in the process 
of protecting and nurturing our fisheries. 


This certainly has been the case in the Owen Sound 
District, where there have been more than 85 CELE 
projects. These include completed, on-going and new 
programs. 


This is an impressive number and an indication of the 
commitment by people in this district. 
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This sense of commitment is not just expressed in 
well-intentioned words. ee: takes hard work, 
persistence and patience to see a projectimerom the 
idea stage to completion. 


All of you here today know how true those words are 
because the building of this fishway has not been an 
easy task. When the idea was first proposed, back in 
1983, there was a genuine desire on the part of 
outdoor clubs and other groups to help rehabilitate 
the Saugeen River. 


One thing you and the Ministry of Natural Resources 
wanted to change was the barrier presented by the 
Truax Dam to the upstream migration of rainbow trout. 


We all knew the rainbow trout population in the 
Saugeen watershed could be increased. But the fish 
had to get past the obstacle of the dam to reach some 
of the better spawning beds. 


We all shared a dream to change that so rainbow trout 
could find a more suitable habitat for spawning and 
rearing. 


While that desire never faded, your patience was often 
tested. First you had to go though on-again-off-again 
negotiations to buy the property. Then, when 
construction finally began, heavy rains and flood 
conditions delayed the project again. 


And your work is not yet complete. As we can all see, 
wet ground has prevented you from ins ta lasengy «che 
security fence and lights and from doing’ the 
landscaping. 


But these finishing touches are icing on the cake. 
You have accomplished your main objective and today 
the fishway is operational. 


Rainbow trout will now be able to navigate the dam and 
reach good spawning grounds between Walkerton and 
Maple Hill. 


Not only have you provided the fish with a spawning 
area, but you have built a vertical slot fishway. 
Instead of jumping a fish ladder, the trout can make a 
less arduous journey in graded steps to their spawning 
grounds. This limits the stress on the fish. 


These improvements are impressive and a major step in 
rehabilitating tthe Saugeen River to enhance = an 
important fishery for generations of anglers. But 
none of this would have been accomplished without 
co-operation. 
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As it mentioned, this is the largest habitat 
improvement project funded under CFIP, both in the 
amount of money spent and the number of people 
involved. It took an enormous amount of collaboration 
and the work of nearly a dozen groups, including staff 
Ecom Peny* amanis ery, UG YbEritig this fishway into 
operation. 


My ministry provided a grant of $49,200 and a great 
deal more was contributed by private donations of 
money, material and labor. We all Knew the importance 
of increasing a primary rainbow trout population in 
the Saugeen, and we all learned to pull together. 


The job of getting us to work in tandem belonged to 
the Saugeen Rehabilitation and Fishery Council. Each 
group, including MNR, had a representative on this 
public body. Those representatives worked hard, as 
did the Town of Walkerton and Mayor Fraser Clark. 


Business also got involved with one of Canada's major 
steel producers, Dofasco, and its Dofasco Angling 
Club, providing thousands of dollars worth of steel 
conduit) tor the: fisnway. Club members have also 
contributed their time and energy. 


The South Bruce Game and Fish Protective Association, 
the Ontario Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen and the 
Lake “Huron” Fishing’ )Club’ raisednesl0;000imfor the 
original purchase ~of. “the @property. They have also 
provided a great deal of labor for the project. 


Others involved in this co-operative achievement are 
the Saugeen Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Golden 
Triangle Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen and_ the 
Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority. 


That is quite a list of team players and an indication 
of the interest in this project. It also serves as an 
ideal example of what MNR and outdoor groups can do, 
when we all put our talents together to make a dream 
become a reality. 


While it is hard to single out people in such a large 
and dedicated group, I want to mention Jack Maschke 
(pronounced Mask ee), president of the South Bruce 
Game and Fish Protective Association. Jack Maschke 
was a driving force behind this fishway and without 
his persistence, this project might never have been 
completed. 


Bob Bailey of the Dofasco Angling Club and Doug Smith, 
the chairman of the Saugeen Rehabilitation and Fishery 
Council, have never wavered in their commitment and 
their contribution has been large. 


Keys 


Adiesof eyouethave “held a vision of a renewed and 
revitalized fishery on the Saugeen River. I thank you 
all for your dedication to that ideal and. tor turning 
a wish into a wonderful realization. 
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ANNUAL BANQUET OF THE 
LAMBTON COUNTY RURAL GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 


THEDFORD-BOSANQUET COMMUNITY HALL 
THEDFORD, ONTARIO 
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8 Mis 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Good evening. I am pleased to be here tonight to 
address this annual banquet. 


My good friend David Smith has been telling me about 
the sane work your organization has been doing. In 
factye when David fivcst, arrived’ “at “Queen's” "Park, we 
talkedee about the importance" of ‘wildlife ‘to™ the 
province and the values placed on it by people such as 
yourselves. 


Because you are all well-versed in my ministry's 
policies, this yearly event gives us an opportunity to 
look back at the progress we made last year. it} also 
allows mucmto 100k ahead, to the, future -- a future 
where your ideas and concerns will play an important 
part in the management of our natural resources. 


And management is the key word if we are to foster our 
abundant wealth of wildlife and water resources. You 
Know all about that in Lambton County. 


Yours croup was set up in 1949 5—-— 3eyears “ago —- Dy 
township reeves and clerks. They were concerned with 
the decline of wildlife in this county. Now, nearly 
four decades: tater, you’ are™ still “playing ‘an active 
role in Nelping my ministry shape its policies’ toward 
wildlife and the fishery. 
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Tonto cewwouldelike) Loprpay tributed to you and "to 
make a few comments about some of the steps my 
ministry is taking to improve Ontario's sport fishery. 


Aseezonuknows, suiiiismyecatemorm the giirst “time;g nearly 
every resident angler in the province is required to 
buy -aespoct siisnung licences 


Ang lerseepay seh for san annual dicence; or. they can 
Dus chase, jas 5. luicence for \iour days. The revenue 
generated by the licences will be used to fund 
fisheries programs. 


From all reports, sales have been very good in this 
area. People are backing the licence because they 
want an improved sport fishery. My thanks to all the 
anglers of Lambton County for your terrific support. 


Conservation officers from this region say they have 
found very few people fishing without a licence. 
However, I've been told that there is some confusion 
about whether a resident licence is really needed this 
year. Let me stress that the regulations requiring a 
licence are not just window-dressing. They are law. 


Conservation officers have been told to use: their 
discretion. They can issue warnings to first-time 
offenders, ie it scantevoe determined «that A those 
offenders truly were not aware that a licence is now 
necessary. 


Bute utesomeone eis s obviously flouting» the, daw: a> §f£or 
example, he or she is caught twice in the same month 
WiEHOUtEA NG LCCnCCrOruiSesretusing to.buy, jione i-= then 


charges will be laid. 


Conservation officers feel that very few people will 
fit into the above categories, because support for the 
programahas been=soustrong « 


Wembectimate sthiatmescomil| Jone toOnes!0-milbion, «will jbe 
generated every year from the sale of the licences. 
Although the money is just now coming in, we have 
already gone ahead and started several new projects. 


We decided to do this because many projects can only 
be carried out in the summer months. Some of these 
programs would have been stalled until 1988, if we 
hadn't given them the go-ahead last winter. 


This» fiseal year, we will spend an extra $1.4-million 
for stream rehabilitation across Ontario. We will 
expand the Community Fisheries Involvement Program, or 
CIP Ile. 


Right here in the Ministry's Chatham District, we will 
Use tne additional revenue to carry out extensive 
surveys of what fisn are being harvested by fishermen, 
and from which locations they are being taken. 


ee 


There will be an extension to the creel census in the 
western basin of Lake Erie. As well, a new project 
will involve’ a ‘Systematic census im Lake St.2 clare and 
on the St. Clair "River. “This is’ a three-year pro ect, 
involving both the summer and winter fishery. It will 
give us concrete information on which to base plans 
LOC ISh Stockselihetnen hucwcer. 


Another conservation officer will be hired toswork ou 


of the Chatham District ottlice. seine new vortrcer = winlt 
concentrate on sport fishing activities. There also 
will be additional money Por the qistreicess 


enforcement patrol to hire seasonal help and to buy 
equipment. 


As you can see, this infusion of additional money from 
the sport fishing licence means an expansion of 
existing programs, and the creation of new ones. This 
is very exciting because it will provide immediate 
results, and it will allow us “to Dilan for Jong—term 
benefits for the years to come. 


That goal of long-term reward is also being pursued in 
the Chatham District through the fisheries management 
program. MNR staff are drafting a management plan for 
the fishery that will carry us into the year 2000. 


There has already been public participation in this 
DLOCess. A background paper was released in January 
and generated a tremendous response at an open house 
in Sarnia. 


Now a second draft will be made public in the next few 
months. I want to put the emphasis on the word draft. 
There will be lots of time and opportunity for your 
involvement, as the district fisheries management plan 
evolves. We want, and need, your input because the 
program will put politvcres Sinto place: for pence <t 
dozen years. 


While I'm still on ‘the topic of the fishery, tewantk eto 
tell you about another development. Many of you will 
be familiar with the Blue Water Anglers fish hatchery 
Leo ae i ec. The hatchery will release its first 
chinook salmon at the end of this month and in early 
May. 


That is a wonderful result after a great deal of hard 
work and money. lteall started “out as: asmodest, 
little project several years ago with some initial 
funding under the Community Fisheries Involvement 
Program. 


It’ grew “into “a “big ““operation “because mor ithe 
co-operation between my ministry and the Blue Water 
Anglers. We now all look forward to the first release 
as an example” of an”“outSstanding success story. 


ae ee 


The Community Fisheries Involvement Program, or CFIP, 


has been a remarkable achievement. Ln usc. ive 
years, scores of projects have combined MNR advice and 
money with community labor and ideas. Cra P yess truly 


helping us all improve Ontario's fishery resource. 


Some of you also will be familiar with another of our 
programs = CWIP, or the Community Wildlife 
Involvement Program. CWLP is) aamed at giving the 
Dubie an Opportunity co, help sdesigne,and set up 
projects to improve wildlife habitat. 


There have been several successful projects in this 
area. They include the construction of a waterfowl 
viewing stand, the assembling of a mobile travelling 
display to teach the public about fur trapping and fur 
management, and the building of wood duck nesting 
boxes. 


There is always room for good, sound projects under 
CWIP. The, program OLrters funds “Lor, necessary 
equipment and materials, as well as MNR expertise and 
advice to help with these projects. 


CWIP projects can involve sportsmen's clubs, 
haturalysts;' groups, cottagers' and community 
associations, landowners, trappers, farmers, agencies 
for the handicapped, students, 4-H clubs, girl guides 
AnGmOOVeSCOULEST. 


Each MNR district office has a copy of the CWIP field 
manual, containing tips on ways to enhance habitat for 
many wildlife species. District CWIP representatives 
are ready to discuss ideas and guide you through the 
manual. I urge you to get involved. 


CWiPe also. goes. mand) gn jhand with this, ‘year's 
celebration of Wildlife '87, a national conservation 
awareness initiative. It commemorates the 100th 
anniversary of the creation of Canada's first wildlife 
Sanctuary at Last Mountain Lake, Saskatchewan. We, in 
Ontario, welcome the celebration of Wildlife '87 
because we're among the ieaders of wiidiife management 
in Canada. 


Witte leaneomitne topple of Wwiidlite, © want tom touch 
on a subject that directly affects the Lambton County 
Rural Game Protective Association. Your association 
is involved with hunting licences for townships, and 
my ministry is reviewing the municipal licensing 
system for pheasant. 


For townships involved in programs to release 
pheasants into the wild, a fee of $8 can be charged to 
non-resident hunters and a fee of $4.50 to resident 
hunters. 


=a 


Some townships have dropped their release programs. 
Township officials feel the licence fee is not high 
enough” to. covervall they costs of purchasing, = eating 
and distributing the pheasants. 


My ministry is studying a proposal to increase the 
licence fee to $12 for non-resident hunters and to 


26.00 for resident hunters. Lis DLOpOSEeO DOdd Cy 
change is part of our ongoing review, as we look into 
ways to continue the strong involvement of 


municipalities as co-operators in game management. 


As another part of strengthening those bonds between 
my ministry and your communities, I am pleased to note 
that the MNR office in Petrolia is moving next week to 
larger quarters at 360 Centre Street. 


The Petrolia office is in the middle of Lambton County 
and many of you have helped make it a very busy place. 
This new, enlarged office will serve you even better. 
MNR sta€f will have improved facilities for carrying 
out hunter safety programs, and for dealing with your 
inquiries. 


As you can see, the past year has been full of 
activities and plans. 


We have introduced the resident fishing licence to 
expand our rehabilitation and enhancement of the sport 
Fishery. With’ the “involvement “ot "the" people “in 
Chatham District, we are drawing up ae fisheries 
management plan. 


We will soon See the results lof all that hard ‘work at 
‘the Blue Water Anglers (fish hatvehery ‘ass ties tuest 
chinook salmon are released. We? “contiinue™ Co Work 
together on CFIP and CWIP projects. We are reviewing 
the hunting licence fee for pheasant. We are moving 
the MNR Petrolia office to improve service to the 
people of Lambton County. 


This is an extensive list. I know we will continue to 
make it grow even longer in the coming year, as we all 
work together with interest and energy to shape common 
goals. 
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Coodyartennoon,..and sthank «Vous Last year was the 
first.chance, I.jhad to address..an,.OLMA. convention as 
the amen i ster .OL, Natural sresources, andl. was still 
getting to know you and your industry. 


BUC ecanutel lyon tharsover the, past.12 months LL have 
had quite an education. For a while there, hardly a 
day went by without the words "softwood lumber" coming 
up. 


Standing here today, I feel kind of like a desk-jockey 
general about to address the front-line troops. You 
have: jocen, caught .ijn the, cross-fire of a very awkward 
struggle. But despite that, many of you have been 
doing rather well over the past few months. So it is 
hard to predict what the future will bring. 


We have been lucky that the exceptionally strong 
demand, for..new, houses.,in the United ,States has 
created a strong demand for softwood lumber. But when 
that demand slows down, as it inevitably will, you 
softwood producers out there on the front lines could 
be hit. And unfortunately, there really aren't many 
ways you can shoot back. 


The protectionist forces in the U.S. softwood lumber 
INnduStrve we aoubanded sa. Major uaictony, ona, Silver 
Dirac ery eave eeeCOCMmOteut iat: Jl Sper cent) .softwood 
export )Cax. Our side wasn't even given a chance to 
fight the battle. And I know we could have won that 
battle. 
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My ymInistrys J-and the Ontario government, backed your 
industry all the way on this. We still do. When you 


consider everything =a the nigher road ZOSuS 
transportation, seasonal difficulties, resource 
promimity to mills and “all the other factors -- you 
realize that they simply didn't have a case. But we 


were denied a chance to show that, and now you are 
paying the price in the form of this export tax. 


Unfortunately, I don't think the protectionist tide 
south of the border is going to stop with softwood 
lumber. Now “the Americans ate trying to get an 
anti-dumping duty of 43 per cent imposed on 
Saskatchewan potash exports. Canadian steel exports 
are also being Scrutinized. 


To give you a feel for the kind of thinking we are 
dealing’ with here, I'd like to quote,from a speech 
that Clayton Yeutter, the United States Trade 
Representative, gave to the Foreign Trade Association 
oreCalrrorciia fin Wanuary. 


In it, Mr. Yeutter announces -- and I quote, "some 
five million American jobs depend upon exports and the 
days when the U.S. could build a wall. around itself 
and ignore foreign trade are over." 


He blames the huge U.S. trade deficit on what he says 
are unfair trading practices by other countries. And 
he cites Canadian softwood lumber as an example. 


Again I quote. "Last month we successfully negotiated 
an agreement with Canada that will neutralize what we 
deem to be unfair subsidies on softwood lumber 
entering the American market. Chise wail save 
thousands of jobs in the U.S. timber industry and 
enable many sawmills here on the west coast to remain 
Cuen  eweLnomeot quote. 


We in Ontario know that our softwood lumber is not 
unfairly subsidized. We just seem to be able to make 
it better and more cheaply than the Americans do. Our 
people seem to be paying a penalty for keeping up with 
the economic and efficient production of softwood -- 
often with American equipment and technology -- while 
the Americans allowed their own industry to slide. 
But we were denied a chance to prove that. 


While we do not support the Federal excise tax, it is 
there and, like it or not, we have to live wit: vt == 
for the moment at least. 


Many of you are wondering whether Ontario is planning 
to increase stumpage fees as a replacement measure or 
alternative to the export tax. The answer at this 
pot. 2s no, wesare not. 
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My @ ministry Sebi icles Vavresnowe taxis paren tile 
national working group that has been set up under the 
wing? "of tthe Canadian “GCounci toLerorestaiMimireterss co 
try to determine possible replacement measures. 


Ontario's position irs ithat eweewil Pewil Pingikytprovide 
any-“information abot our forest programs that the 
group needs. However, we have made it clear that we 
will not necessarily be bound by any “decision. tie 
group reaches, or be obliged to follow any course of 
action’ thateitwprescribes. 


iam surest Willi “be mMmontnssipe forettanyy—otmahs sis 
resolved. 


As an aside, I announced last November 12, before the 
export tax was imposed, that Ontario planned to review 
its stumpage fees this year. We are still planning to 
do that. I'd like to emphasize as strongly as I can, 
that. ‘this sP.ourtestabished), on-Ggotngmipractice =for 
this and has nothing atYalinitiofdo swith ithe jexport stax 
Situation. 


We consider this stumpage review to be an entirely 


separate matter from the export tax issue. But in the 
course of this review, we obviously have to take into 
account the’ existence of etiateasca x. And, as the 


Premier noted -earlier?this-year, our firsteconcern —= 
and Owe? L1iSst? priority hor) Usemor elie smoneyes ac om. ene 
tax” ==" is* to" minimize “disrupt lonsmand’ Unemployment in 
the sawmilling communities of northern Ontario. 


As I said earlier, we have been lucky that economic 
cOondreions dn the UTS.) "haves been "so good: at vee Vvenes 
the softwood industry has actually had some of the 
strongest ‘months in its history this year =despite the 
export tax. We can thank the low U.S. interest rates 
and the accompanying boom’°an restdentialeenousing 
CONSE LUCE ION ~tnere, tor senate A similar boom here in 
Ontario hasnt hurt us *eleher. 


We are pretty sure that’ the U.S. demand will remain 
Steady through the spring and summer -- although there 
has been some softening lately == as long as the 
interest rates remain more or less where they are. 
But the long-range picture may not be as rosy. 


First of all, the value of the Canadian dollar has 
been “raecreéasing “against. Hts U.S rcounterpart. Since 
hitting av low tof -about! 69° centss U.S aibastetebruary, 
our dollar has risen to #about-76sicents Wee seelnis 31s 
great news for the folks who spend their winters in 
Florida. ft WVs'9netMso®qreath fourescrttwoou lumber 
producers. 
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A recent issue of the trade newsletter Random Lengths 
described it this way. A year ago, a sale of Canadian 
SomEwood: tomethe U.Sky worth $200. .(U%S..). F.0.B. the 
mill, would have returned about $286 Canadian to the 
Canadian producer. But with the rise of the Canadian 
Aollar, athe -returcn on that $200  (U.S.) sale has 
slipped more than six per cent, to about, «$267 
Canadian. When syoursubtract) the, ls) pexm)cent) export 
Peaxceone top sOteathat,;, -itgareduces. the return, to the 
Canadian producer even more, to around $227 Canadian. 
That's a $60-drop in return -- a $60 drop in the cash 
you receive to pay workers and cover operating costs. 


The stronger Canadian dollar has several effects. Tt 
mallee on Uvccupmacket- sloss yacntractive wo.Canadian 
producers. It raises the price at which Canadian 


producers begin to lose money on U.S. sales when the 
market there is soft. And it takes away some of the 
edge our Canadian mills have over U.S. competitors in 
overseas sales. 


So, I'm afraid our ability to compete internationally 


may be threatened on two fronts —-— DY¥EROUT estronger 
doll amouas: welleas by .the export..tax. And rather than 
sitting back and letting the chips fall where they may 
=—-Ji6, VOU.AWild. pardon the, expression,.-— 1 think there 


are a few things we should be doing. 


Snvompolatical leveijeiwe, havea to. qlook,.at now we can 
convince people in the United States to move away froin 
theizs protectionist «stance and treat us as fair 
traders, which I Know we are. Our Premier has been 
working very hard on this already, and I Chg tna 
industries such as yours have to continue to give him 
-- and, hopefully, me, the backing we need. 


Tietliuactvan aside, wWewarso need) your support when it 
comes to taking a hard, look at what a free trade 


agreement with the U.S. really means. As the Premier 
said recently, we have to know what we're getting into 
here. Wisblebiuee. eenadeuaettect .our ability. toguse 


WACeMtaveS eo andmesupsidues mite Bhelpsastrengtnen ,this 
country's economically disadvantaged regions? 


In other words, how would the Americans view ad 
drilling incentives for western Canada? Or, how about 
recent aids to Canadian farmers to cushion the impact 
otpatal lung=.0Camneprices: Would free trade mean we 
couldn't work out arrangements to boost the sale ene 
western coal in Ontario? 


The point here is that the federal government has so 
far failed to give satisfactory answers to these 
questions being asked by the provinces. Taateccan: t 
continue. We have to know what we're getting into, 
because free trade -- as the Premier has stated -- Mas 
pheiimost important agreement -our natwonmnas. ever 
considered because it will potentially affect every 
aspect of our dives.” 


sar Meee 


I think we should be talking about these issues -- the 
Same way we are talking about the significance of 
healthy forests and healthy forest industries for the 
average Canadian. 


Here in this-country, “we Jare wnpthe midstrol a public 
awareness campaign to remind Canadians of how 
important forestry “is- to: our voountry. 


Actually there are two campaigns going on. ~The first 
one 1S jointly sponsored by the federal and: provincial 
governments and focuses on the economic importance of 
ECueS tr yi. I'm sure you have already seen some of the 
television commercials that are part of this effort. 


Ontario has its own campaign, sponsored by my 
ministry, which focuses on the fact that forests are 
far more than just a place where wood is harvested. 
If any of you made it to the Sportsmen's Show here 
last month, you would have seen that this year MNR's 
very popular exhibit was about the life of a forest. 
That exhibit was just one part of this campaign. 


We have also prepared pamphlets, buttons, slideshows 
and displays, as well ‘as; teaching ‘KutsPe for wsesin 
SeChnoOols. These materials describe how forests are 
planned, how trees are grown, cared for and harvested, 
and about the number of manufacturing and other jobs 
that. depend .on-forest ny. We also talk..about® how 
important forests are HOTS recreation and BOS 
environmental reasons. 


I think “it ds -wital” to thestutbure= of thermwnolesrosese 
industry, especially “right ~now, se that) =the spupdaic 
understands what forestry “~s) "aid ~ abdoutmland 7 how 
important 1t “ls."to”" our country “ands to. sollmactenzens. 
And I think that if I were a softwood lumber producer 
I would do my best to make sure people understood what 
softwood lumber is, and why the general public should 
care about what is happening to the industry. 


Tne public needs to Know more about your business than 


the) fact. that. you hire -a lot” ofp people. It needs to 
Know that softwood lumber producers are fair traders 
and good corporate citizens. It needs to know that 


you make responsible and efficient use of the wood 
that is harvested from publicly-owned forests. 


Just how you are going to get that message across is 
something that you as an industry are going to have to 
thinkin about. But pasthithe “Mimrstery 7ory Natural 
Resources;,. I .can;teld.j the .publicewltheprlde sthat omy 
ministry recently Signed a co-operative Forest 
Management Agreement with the sawmills in Hearst. i 
see this as a Sign that sawmillers are taking their 
responsibility for the efficient use of publicly-owned 
forest resources very seriously. 
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We also expect to complete negotiations soon with two 
additional sawmills in Chapleau. These co-operative 
FMAs increase the number and size of the sawmilling 
companies involved in these management agreements. 
Theateinettseit. is terrreic. 


They also provide opportunities for modernizing and 
rationalizing logging operations in those communities, 
which could be great news for those towns and even 
better news for your industry. 


Producers like yourselves are going to have to become 
even more efficient if you are going to continue to 
“compete in a world market that is becoming 
increasingly insular and protective. 


You will need the long-term stability of supply that 
an EMA guarantees. This Stability wal pmake 10 
possible to streamline production systems —— which is 
essential if you want to avoid being priced out of the 
world market. 


Cneomormirhemorcher things thaty l think witleprove 
beneficial to softwood producers over the long haul 
Will be the results of a study currently under way to 
find the best end use of logs. 


The committee looking into this issue is headed by Dr. 


James Kayll, Director of Forestry at Lakehead 
University, and includes a number of people from your 
industry. They have been asked to find ways in which 


we can make sure we get the best use of all our raw 
forest products. 


Tre meCOmMisibecms syastill) jin sthelmidst Cf doing ifs 
research so there isn't really much I can say about it 
right now. Bute le wildomeet with some of the senior 
people from your industry about Ehis subject latex 
this spring and I am sure there will be lots to talk 
about then. 


I think that these developments -- the growing number 
of FMAs with sawmills and the movement toward a more 
efficient use of wood -- are very positive steps for 


the softwood lumber industry. 


Because the only way to reduce our vulnerability EO 
things like U.S. protectionism and outside economic 
forces is to make sure our lumber industry is in 
fighting shape -- lean and mean, as the saying goes. 
Since we have been forced to compete with one hand 
tied behind our back, we better make sure we are ina 
COonauc1on wOndo- SO. 


That won't be an easy task for a desk-jockey genercal 


who doesn't always get enough exercise. Tecdomeant 
pretend it will be any easier for a softwood lumber 
producer. But it is something we have to do, and we 


Wilde aliebe healthier for sit in the long run. 


Thank you. 
me ey ees 
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Good afternoon. I am here today to deliver some good 
news for eastern Ontario. Bonjour. Je suis heureux 
d'etre parmi vous aujourd'hui et de vous apporter de 
bonnes nouvelles. 


Mieremicwa lot Of Nard wwork. involved in politics. and 
rungimgeas barge ministry, ‘such as Natural Resources. 
The rewards come on days like today. 


Today, I am announcing an agreement in principle 
between the Ministry of Natural Resources and Domtar 
Liga yours This 20-year agreement is for an intensive 
torest management program on independently owned 
private lands in the area of the company's Cornwall 
fine-paper mill. 


I do not have to remind this audience of how important 
Domtae is to the .economy,, of “Cornwall and the 
Surrounding area. And this agreement attests to the 
importance placed on this region of the province by 
both Domtar and the Ontario government. 


Over “the” first  “ftve “years of. this.,. agreement, 
$4-million will go toward improvement of woodlots and 
planting unforested land for future production in the 
United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry and 
the United Counties of Prescott and Russell. 


The Vontcar Mit) 1s the Largest fine paper mill. in 
Canada. Teenowmgecvs Only 22) per .cent .of 16s wood 
frpyre supply "within a “/5-kilometre® radius of the 
plant. 
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Sixty per cent of the mill's supply comes from outside 
Ontario. 


By planting new forests with fast-growing hardwood 
trees, thinning immature forests to improve growth 
rates and improving tending and harvesting techniques, 
we expect to increase wood availability over 20 years 
to the point where local landowners can supply between 
22 and 35 per cent of the demand for wood fibre at the 
Domtar mill. 


The Pprovince willie spend $2.7-million inthe first 
five-year phase of the agreement, and Domtar will 
spend $1.3-million. 


The program will be reviewed at the end of each 
five-year period =tomensure that it “’s“méeting™its 
objectives. 


Domtar will be responsible for implementing the 
forestry program. 


The ministry will provide funds for all direct costs 
associated with regeneration, tending and extension 
services. 


Ricmeministsy wewilie ealso "provides -funding “for a 
landowners' association. In addition, it will provide 
technological advice, expertise, and will inspect and 
audit the work done by Domtar. 


Domtac see tunding = will) cover indirect costs for 
treatment and management, such as administration and 
the training of contractors, and the cost of planting 
stock and land lease payments to landowners. 


We expect a good response from landowners because Le 
offers them future opportunities. They will retain 
ownership of their land and the wood on it. The 
individual agreements between Domtar Inc. and the 
landowners will give the company a first-refusal 
option on wood sales. Thepecest= 1s .ups sto. sthe 
landowners. 


If the program develops as we anticipate, with annual 
wood fibre production increasing by 14,000 oven-dry 
tonnes in the first five years and by 36,000 tonnes by 
year 20, the financial return to landowners will be 
substantial. We expect the total will reach $200,000 
annually in land lease payments and stumpage sales. 


Over the first five-year period, we expect that 100 
man-years of employment will be created, mainly in 
tree planting, tending and harvesting. By enhancing 
the security of supply for the Cornwall mill, the 
program will also be contributing to the economic 
security of the 1,400 workers at the mill and about 
400 independent forest workers in Ontario. 
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We estimate that for every dollar the province puts 
into this program, at least $2.28 will be generated in 
the local economy. 


The agreement will be carried out under an existing 
prognam that has, proven very successful. -- the Eastern 
Ontario Forestry Development Program, initiated in 
1981. 


This program will serve as a model for other areas of 
the province, particularly in southern Ontario, where 
there is similar potential to use intensive forest 
management on privately owned land to_- stimulate 
economic activity. 


It's a program that promotes good forest management 
and makes good economic sense. 


I am pleased we have with us today the general manager 
Ola VOMt ate horest » -roducts Eor Ontario, Mire. Ghicioard 
Hilliker from Montreal, who also has a few words. Mr. 
Hillaker. 
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Good afternoon, and may I welcome you all to the 
eleventh Canadian Symposium on Remote Sensing. aR 
would especially like to welcome those of you from 
other provinces -- and indeed, from other countries. == 
to’ Ontario. 


I understand the science of remote sensing got off to 
a flying start in 1848. In that year, an enterprising 
Frenchman named Tournachon boarded a _é newfangled 
aircraft called a balloon. He took with him, another 
unheard-of gadget. This one was called a camera. 


His expedition was not without incident. When 
Tournachon descended near Bievres, the townspeople 
took their pitchforks to his balloon, thinking it was 
a device of the devil. 


I'm sure many of you can identify with Tournachon's 
predicament as he tried to explain his experiment to 
an audience that couldn't comprehend the full import 
of his idea. 


From the very beginning, the history of remote sensing 
has been characterized by its readiness to adopt new, 
and often untried, technology. Te started. in) a 
balloon carrying cumbersome photographic plates. Te 
continues today with the multi-spectral scanning 
system employed by LANDSAT. 
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That makes you pioneers -- and this.is. in an: age when 
people have become almost complacent about the 
dazzling advances of technology. 


This is an age in which we transplant human hearts 
almost as easily as we transplant petunias. 


This is an age in which our children view the prospect 
ef. space travel with the same nonchalance we reserve 
for aban Gaviedks 


You would think, then, that the applications of remote 
sensing would find a wide and enthusiastic following. 


But instead, this industry is presented. Witches a 
problem. It is a problem all pioneers have confronted 
at some point. For you, that point is now. 


It has been only 15 years since the first LANDSAT was 
launched. Yet already three generations have passed, 
in terms of sensor technology. And new technologies 
have always been suspect. Whether it's the horseless 
carriage or thermal infra-red imaging, people are 
reluctant to trust things they don't. understand. 


Fortunately, they don't quite go to the extreme of 
Tournachon's irate villagers. 


Now, I am certainly no authority im, yours tieitd,of 
expertise. But I can well imagine that in a specialty 
that is constantly breaking new ground, you have to 
gain the confidence of two important audiences. 


One, your market. Many of your clients, including 
some of my own officials, undoubtedly feel more secure 
acquiring information by more traditional means. They 
have to be educated about the unique benefits of data 
generated by remote sensing. At the same time, we 
STi alle nave, to .~puc “the brakes” On unrealistic 
expectations. o 


Two, you have to convince policy makers in government 
-- people like me -- to Support your SPHOuts. mintsiis 
a critical time for a relatively new industry. 


In both instances, my guess is that, as in industry, 
VoOUmmest lal.) face, Many 7 OF the same hurdles, in 
communicating your capabilities, that Monsieur 
Tournachon did back in 1848. 


We all have to sell potential clients on the merits of 
your technology and. you have to show them that it will 
not necessarily threaten their jobs or detract from 
their own source of professionalism. 


I'd like to tell you why my ministry supports you, and 
tell you what we are doing to help. 
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For some years I have been aware of the satellite 
images used on the evening news to forecast weather. 
I certainly, however, never thought of remote sensing 
as something that affected me in my daily life. 


That attitude changed dramatically when I _ became 
Minister of Natural Resources, just two years ago. 


In those two years, I've seen the benefits of 
information generated by remote sensing, over and over 
again. And I’m sold. 


Let me explain how the ministry helped me to acquire 
this perspective. For the benefit of our visitors 
from overseas, I should describe how my ministry 
functions. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources is charged with the 
Management of Ontario's natural assets. Lees 
responsible for managing such resources as forests, 
water, Crown land, wildlife. 


l€.iS,also a handS=on mMiniStry.” nat sis, Wes deliver 
many of our programs directly to the people of the 
province. 


That is augmented by the fact that the activities of 
the Ontario Centre for Remote Sensing, OCRS for short, 
Eallzwithin the jurisdiction ofS this mianictty. 


The OCRS has the mandate for developing new 
applications for remote sensing. 


What better place to prove the techniques, than by 
applying them directly to this ministry's resource 
Management programs? 


In the past two years, I have been astounded by the 
imaginative use of remote sensing in a diverse number 
of MNR projects. 


I've seen remote sensing applied to map land cover. 
To map watersheds for planning purposes. To measure 
and classify wetlands. To estimate the volume of 
Ontario's peat resource deposits. 


Delegates to this symposium who are from Quebec and 
Newfoundland may have seen this technique demonstrated 
in OCRS pilot projects. in) your own provinces. 


Forest management is another case in point. Leos. a 
big, pact, of this, ministry. , Ineormation enact once: look 
years to acquire, analyse and update can now be 
processed in a fraction of the time. 


- 4 - 


I'm sure it's no surprise to you to hear that we've 
tested remote sensing techniques for our forest 
resource inventory. To our analyses of burnt-over and 
clear-cut areas. To our estimations of the damage 
caused by insect infestations and forest diseases. 


Aoleammatter wot “fact, the “director of. the Ontario 
Centre for Remote Sensing, Victor ZavLimszky,) is a 
forester of many years' experience. Before LANDSAT 
was even spaceborne, he recognized the potential that 
satellite imagery would have for Ontarre s LOrssts. 


Thats- 1 feels',is-the kind of thinking your industry 
needs -- remote sensing specialists who can speak the 
client's language -- and clients who can speak theirs. 


You could say remote sensing has to become 
"user-friendly". 


Onde thene willy t be appreciated, understood and 
accepted by the public. 


I mentioned earlier that part of the mandate o£ the 
OCRS is to develop new applications for remote 
sensing. And I've described how the Centre has 
applied its techniques directly to my ministry's” 
programs. 


Applications have also been,.devised to aid other 
government programs. aetay/ o Witeley? ek a= astonishing in 
their scope: Agricultural crop inventory. Water 
quality. Engineering surveys. Environmental change. 
Thermal surveys to pinpoint heat loss. Geological 
mapping. : 


There is no doubt in my mind, or in the minds of my 
colleagues in government, that remote sensing has a 
place. in the future of Ontario. 


Why do we think that, and what are we doing to 
encourage it? 


We believe that the remote sensing industry embodies 
the type of industry that Willmleads Ontario into*#the 
next century. 


We have seen the signs of change in our economic base. 
Ontario is moving away from an industrial economy, to 
one based on the production and sharing OF 
information. 


In the global marketplace, Ontario “willy nave Lo 
compete with other countries that have lower labor 
costs, faster production, and cheaper products. 


a poke 


That means we have to devise unconventional products 
-- and improved methods to make conventional ones. So 
our mew product [is yl ine facuyourmexpertaca. New 
technologies. New applications’ fOr those 
technologies. And the market for that knowledge will 
be both at home, and overseas. 


This government has placed a’ High “priority on 
encouraging these industries of the future. And we're 
taking steps to ensure their success. 


For example, a year ago we created the Premier's 
Council on: Technology. We committed $l-billion to a 
technology fund, to match the investments of 
successful applicants on a dollar-for-dollar basis. 


And we are also encouraging ambitious research and 
development programs. Certain R-and-D programs may be 
eligible for up to five million dollars a year over 
five years. They may be in the private sector, among 
Crown corporations, or in the academic environment. 
We consider these to be "centres of excellence" in 
Ontario's research and development efforts. 


On Friday, the Premier of Ontario, David Peterson, 
announced the designation of .seven such centres of 
excellence. Every centre of excellence involves at 
least one university and .one Ontario ‘corporation. 
Most of them will operate as a network, and in fact 
will involve several post-secondary institutions. 


The University of Waterloo is involved in five of the 
seven centres of excellence. Imtknowe the © ione. for 
particular interest to you is the Centre in Space and 
Terrestrial Science. 


Waterloo will be working with the Universities of 
Toronto and Western Ontario_ and the Canadian 
Atmospheric Environmental Service. Fifteen companies 
are also involved in this venture. The Centre will 
carry out .fundamental and applied research in several 
principal areas. Among them are earth observations, 
atmospheric physics, solar terrestrial physics and 
Space geodynamics. 


Given the vigorous emphasis placed on technology, it 
follows, then, that Ontario's remote sensing industry 
is ideally suited for growth and encouragement. 


The Ontario Centre for Remote Sensing, as the leading 
government body involved in remote sensing, has made 
ita point’? to encourage communtcatwonsiwithmn the 
industry - at government, industrial, and educational 
levels. 


This communication is critical, sit ethesindustry§ise. 2 
work effectively, consistently and cohesively. 
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In 1984/85, OCRS established an industrial advisory 
committee, which aids the Centre in making decisions 
on research and development. 


On a government-to-government basis, . the, OCRS” has 
recently been accepted as one of three Canadian 
representatives of the European Association of Remote 
Sensing Laboratories. Of course, OCRS is a member of 


the Canadian Advisory Committee on Remote Sensing. 


And also, OCRS works with an advisory committee 
representing our provincial universities and colleges. 


Our qoal “in allesthis is to maintain an open and 
effective dialogue with, and within, the industry. 


But that is just one part of the OGRS.-funct Lon. "AS -a 
further indication of this government's commitment to 
the industry, the OCRS recently received full funding. 
That means it can now cover its operational expenses 
without the need to attract outside revenue. We felt 
this amounted to competing with industry fOr, COMNLLT ACES 
- and that is not what OCRS is all about. 


OCRS is now free to pursue its mandate -- to develop 
new applications of technology, and transfer that 
technology to the private, sector, =~ Wititoue.. stire 


pressure of competition for contracts. 


What about training and the transfer o£ technology? 
Both are of paramount importance ina tast-breaking 
science such as this one. 


Over the past four years, OCRS = has, conducted 26 


one-week training courses in applied remote sensing. 


During the same period, the Centre has held 
approximately 1,500 consultations, with 
_ representatives of government, industry and education. 


Our collaboration with post-secondary inSsticucLons 
includes working closely with remote sensing 
educators. The emphasis on the post-secondary setting 
for centres of excellence, illustrates this. A number 
of colleges and universities in Ontario have had the 
foresight to integrate remote sensing into education, 
in the natural and applied sciences. The University 


of Waterloo is a prominent member of this group. 


Remote sensing expertise -- including computer image 
analysis -- is becoming an important ticket into the 
job market for young professionals. 


And I might add, well-trained graduates are great 
ambassadors ot the new technology. 


Educators in Ontario have recognized and reacted to 
the potential that your industry nolds. 
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Now, what about current applications of the 
technology? How are we using it? 


There are so many practical examples, I couldn't 
highlight them all. Let me just mention a few taking 
place abroad. After all, remote sensing is a global 
science. 


The OCRS has assisted the Ontario industry in training 
scientists from the Thailand Remote Sensing Centre. 
In China, our chief scientist gave seminars in digital 
image analysis. In Germany, we have assisted an 
Ontario company studying the environmental impact of 
pollution on the Black Forest. 


But one of this Centre's most important, and most 
far-reaching, projects will probably take many years 
to complete. 


I am referring to a project that already dates back a 
decade, when this ministry was directed to develop a 
comprehensive land-related information system. 


In that time, MNR's Ontario Basic Mapping program has 
evolved from graphical to computerized mapping. 
Through it we have established a standard for digital 
mapping across the province. 


This standard promises that all computerized maps 
produced “in the future will be .compatibiec. And 1 
Will “permit~’/lands"information fromismanyee dittrerene 
sources to be combined into one, computer data base. 
This data base will be created and put into operation 
by our Geographic Information Services Section. 


Remote sensing will make an important contribution to 
the provincial land information system. The Ontario 
Basic Mapping program will lay down the topography in 
computerized form. 


The Ontario Centre for Remote Sensing, will fill in 
the blanks, providing information on the actual face 
of the land. Information on vegetation. The terrain 
surface. The way the land is being used. 


This is a long-term investment - in time, money and 
effort. We feel a task of this magnitude is most 
appropriately handled by government. But we'll need 
all the resources of the private sector Se 
particularly .in mapping, software development and 
remote sensing -- to carry it out. 


Ultimately es- sand, «this smayqnote bes tors” jorbo tyears 
=>, we 'will \ bet *ablestto produce, welorikany Dantes oF 
Ontario, -an*sOntario# Basic # Map Gwhicheicanmuc overlaid 


with information. Though that information may be on 
different themes, it will be produced in a standard 
format for common use. We are already producing such 


maps now, though for a limited range of the province. 
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You might compare this task to devising a common 
written language that can be understood by people of 
many dialects. 


As I understand it, it means we'll be bridging the gap 
that now exists in your industry. . Theostact- 137) 
information is being generated faster than we have 
ways of transcribing it into usable form. 


It means we'll be able to see at a Glance swine 
relationship between the geology of an area and its 
terrain. It means being able to plot how pipelines 
should cross rivers to take into account the effects 
of soil erosion. It means planning cities to avoid 
fault lines where earthquakes could occur. 


And as the Minister of Natural Resources, I can easily 
see ways to. apply. the information to resource 
Management. It will help in resolving conflicts over 
resource use. For example, we'll be able to relate 
hunting to the increase or decrease of wildlife 
habitat. We can plan forest fire-fighting efforts 
better. We can monitor water quantities more 
accurately. ; 


In.short, your industry is about to put itsel tion, ithe 
map. Soon, you will finally be able to illustrate 
clearly to your public just how they benefit from 
remotely-sensed information. 


Dametatwe willissdO peaee.lOng WayeectO Dinvdgang: ste 
communications gap between you and your DUD LIC. 


As I said earlier, you need to answer peo le's major 
‘ p J 
question: "What does remote sensing mean EO .mes > 


It could come to mean many things to many people. 


To a farmer in Africa, it could mean a predictable 
supply of water. 


To a miner in Silesia, it could mean the assurance of 
working in safety. 


To a fisherman from Japan, it could mean a reliable, 
pollution-free fishing ground. 


Donal Motes aitaemeancahaving ate onces.a Wdistant =~ 
anGmEyeLe. intamate o-> perspective of this fragile 
planet. 


You have the power to give us that perspective. 
Until LANDSAT and SPOT -- the tools of your trade, => 


were launched, only a handful of astronauts nad seen 
this planet in all its frailty. 


= G i= 
Now you have an enormous responsibility -- and an 
enormous opportunity. 


You have a responsibility to harness the technology in 
your grasp. You -can show us meaningful uses for the 
Knowledge which that technology can extract. 


You also have an opportunity. You can influence what 
happens to this finite world of ours. 


You can make us see our environment with astonishing 
clarity and breathtaking precision. The images you 
give us are more comprehensive -- more succinct -- 
more eloquent, than words could ever be. 

Is there a future for remote sensing? 


I can't imagine our future without it. 


Thank you. 
=e. OL 
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Good afternoon. 


I called this news conference today to announ “the 
appointment of the Ontario Fisheries Advisory Council. 


As most of you are aware, my ministry introduced a 
resident sport fishing licence last January l. ie 
requires all Ontario residents between the ages ofS 
and 65 who want to fish for sport in Ontario waters to 
purchase a licence. 


ine weturnn, -L promised thats funds equal *tovall the 
revenue generated from those licences would be used to 
improve fisheries management in Ontario. 


My ministry held more than 30 open houses and public 


meetings before introducing this licence. The public 
response to the plan was extremely. Supportive. The 
only concern most people had was that they wanted to 
make sure all the money generated bys tthe licences 
would, nit pacty, be used to improve fisheries 
management. 


Fisheries management can mean many things to different 
people. But for Ontario anglers, it means improving 
fishing and fishing opportunities. My ministry will 
be doing this in a number of ways: by improving fish 
habitat; by “expanding our fish hatcheries; by 
increasing access to lakes and streams, and by 
protecting and improving che Droductw@on, OL our natural 
fisneries resources. 
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At the time we introduced this new licence, I pledged 
to establish an independent Fisheries Advisory 
Counes1% This council would advise me on how the 
revenue was being used, and to make recommendations 
about fisheries management programs directly to me. 


Today, Bum going stogtulfil) that promise. I have here 
the names of ll people from across Ontario who will - 
make up the Ontario Fisheries Advisory CouncHl.. > three 
represent specific interest groups, while the others 
have a strong interest in fishing, and in fisheries 
management, in Ontario. 


The council will be chaired by Dr. E.J. Crossman. 
Dr. Crossman is a highly-regarded expert on fresh 
wabenenticheeand ba mecunatorie lniretheraDepartment:r ‘of 
Ichthyology and Herpetology at the Royal Ontario 
Museum. Co-chairing the council will be Kristine 
Carter, co-owner of The Tackle Box fishing shop in 
London and an avid angler. 


As le ( ssa@idanecanlzer, theve scouncilis talso includes 
representatives of several special interest groups. 
These members are: 


Rick Morgan of Peterborough, executive vice-president 
of the Ontario Federation of Anglers and dunters. 


Mr. Morgan has won numerous honours for his work in 


fish and wildlife conservation. In’ March, the 
Canadian. - «Wildlife Federation named him Canadian 
Outdoorsman of the Year. He has also served on the 


National Advisory Council on Firearms, and was an 
active participant im: © thesyiNational ingu liryes con 
Freshwater Fisheries. 


Representing the Northern Ontario Tourist Outfitters 
Association is Don MacLachlan of Wawa. Mr. MacLachlan 
has been in the tourist business for nearly 30 years, 
and is the owner of two tourist lodges and a small air 
service. 


Jim MacDonald of Batchawana Bay represents’ the 
interests of commercial fishermen on this council. 
Mr. MacDonald is president of Ferroclad Fishery, a 
major fish processing plant and export facility on 
eastern Lake Superior. He is also tthe president of 
the Eastern Lake Superior Fisherman's Association, and 
the past president of the Ontarror Council’ «of 
Commercial Fisheries. 


Other council members are: 


® Marcel Harvey of Gore Bay, of the Biliot Lake 
and District Fish and Game Association. 

e Lorne Allard, owner of a sporting goods store 
in Thunder Bay and an active member of the 
Steelheaders Association. 
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e Fred Geberdt of Owen Sound, past president of 
the Sydenham Sportsmen's Club. 

e Tom Henderson of: Englehart, chairman of the 
fish and wildlife committee of Bayley Watershed 
Lakes Assocation. Mr. Henderson is also active 
in our Community Fisheries Involvement Program. 

e Pat Diciocco of Niagara Falls, a member of 
several fish and game groups in the Niagara 


area. 
e Alma Adams of MacDiarmid, a Metis and member of 
the Ontario Native Women's Association. She 


has a strong interest in both recreational and 
commercial fishing. 


One of the first things I will ask these council 
members to do is to review the more than 300 fisheries 
projects we have approved —- and’ in some cases 
completed -- under the sport fishing licence program. 


The council will assure itself, and the public, that 
the additional funds we are spending to improve 
fisheries management in Ontario equals the revenue 
generated by the sport fishing licence. 


Council members will also advise me on fisheries 
program policies and priorities, and will review and 
make recommendations on fisheries work plans to ensure 
that this licence revenue is spent in the best 
interests of the recreational fishery. 


The diversity of the background and interests GE Vehe 
council members ensures that they will have first-hand 
knowledge of the conflicts which can occur among the 
various groups using our fisheries. Thus, the council 
will be able to take the needs of these various groups 
into account when making its recommendations to me. 


I believe the members of this advisory council 
represent a wide and representative cross-section of 
the fishing public.in Ontario. And I look forward to 
working with them for the long-term improvement of 
Ontario's fisheries. 
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‘Hello. It is a pleasure to be here with you today. 


As I expect most of you are aware, the Government of 
Ontario is very concerned about the fact that northern 
Ontario has not equally shared in the economic 
prosperity enjoyed by other parts of the province. 


Although economic conditions are improving in some 
parts of the. north, unemployment in the region as a 
whole is still several percentage points higher than 
the national average, and definitely higher than the 
Government of Ontario would like it to be. 


It is, therefore, no surprise that Northern Ontario’s 
unemployment situation has been one of my government’s 
greatest concerns. 


For. this reason, we have undertaken a number of 
initiatives to improve the economic well-being of 
northern Ontarians -- not just for a few months or 
years, but for the long term. 


Our approach has included four. main components: 
Pairsti, initiatives aimed at strengthening the 
resource-based industries that are the backbone of the 
North; second, new investment in government programs, 
third, ‘accelerated expenditures pyienearily. yall 
ministries for capital projects and government 
services, and fourth, a decentralization process that 
sees government coming to the North instead of the 
other way around. 
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We are also making a concerted effort to work with 
local communities in the north to help them achieve 
their goal of diversifying their economic base. As 
part’ of this effort,’ my government has established 
nine Northern Development Councils, made up of a 
cross-section of northerners. These: wouUncias =ale 
problem-solvers. They provide the government with 
advice, ands act as sounding boards for new 
initiatives. The council members provide a valuable 
insight into the northern business economy. Together 
we are enjoying what will hopefully be a long and 
beneficial working relationship. 


I am here wearing my hat as Minister of Natural 
Resources. Putting on my cap as the Minister of 
Energy for a moment, I would like to say that we have 
also established a Northern Ontario Hydro Advisory 
Committee to advise Ontario Hydro’s Board of Directors 
on northern initiatives, and to ensure that Ontario 
Hydro’s considerable economic influence is used to the 
advantage of Northern Ontario industries. 


I referred earlier to the Northern Development 
Councils. One new initiative which these boards have 
endorsed -- one about which we are very enthusiastic 
-- is the concept of using Crown land as a development 
tool to promote economic development in the north. 


This follows from the Northern Strategy Enate cone 
Premier spelled out last summer here in Saul ste. 
Marie, that was reiterated at the Northern 
Competitiveness Conference in November. 


When you consider that about 87 per cent of all land 
in Ontario belongs to the Crown, you can begin to see 


how important this resource “Si My ministry has 
initiated a comprehensive review of our policies 
concerning Crown land. We want to determine how it 


can be used more efficiently to bring optimum benefits 
toethe noren - 


Because this initiative is so important, we have 
‘already started to develop several methods of using 
Crown land as a development tool. And ftteam Very 
pleased to say that I have several announcements 
concerning Crown land to make today. 


The first is that the government has decided to offer 
Mp toe 350? cettagevlots in northern Ontario for sale or 
lease this year, at prevailing market rates. 


These lots are all located north of the French and 
Mattawa Rivers. 


District offices throughout the north can provide 
details about what cottage lots are being offered in 
their areas. 
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These lots will be offered on an equitable basis -- by 
public draws. 


We will begin to offer:-:cottage lots. as.soon as 
possible, hopefully by the early fall. 


Crown “band ‘cottage: lotss;will be. offered .to-Ontario 
residents only. 


in addition @ toa ithis fimy! minietrydwiliasoon, hire ia 
consultant to prepare a detailed market and economic 
study to review the economic impact of cottaging in 
the north. Reflecting the Ontario government’s 
overall commitment, the study will be steered by a 
committee of seven ministries including Tourism and 
Recreation and Northern Development and Mines. This 
study will help us pinpoint areas for additional 
cottage development in the future, and give us ideas 
on how best to go about carrying out that development 
within a quality environment. 


As part of this study, we will be reviewing residency 
requirements to determine how and whether cottage lots 
should be made available in the future to 
non-residents of Ontario. 


We expect that this study will confirm our belief that 
Crown land cottaging can have a significant and 
positive impact on the economy of the north. 


Studies in southern Ontario have shown that each 
cottage built brings thousands of dollars worth of 
direct. benefits: to the | locals economy, | throug 
expenditures for labor and building materials. There 
are also long-term benefits. Cottage owners need to 
buy groceries, gasoline and other products, and they 
will usually buy these from local businesses. 


My ministry is playing two roles here. On one hand, 
we will be acting as developers, making cottage lots 
available to the public; at fair marketivalue-) On the 
other hand, we are also the custodians of the land and 
water base -- and are responsible for the fish, 
wildlife and other resources that are found there. 


In reconciling these two roles, we will be seeking the 


optimum -- and not necessarily the maximum -- benefit 
Erom “our “diew "Crown voland 9 ingrts ata ves. This means 
examining how much development a lake can 


realistically sustain over a number of years, and 
taking the. concerns of other ministries, such as 
Environment and Tourism and Recreation, into account 
when we make our development decisions. 


Aas 


For these reasons, it can take at least three years 
from. they time. that.we identify an_area “as @ place 
where Crown land cottage lots should be offered, to 
the time we can actually offer them Coe cires DUD Lc 


During this period, we must do land surveys, prepare 
site plans, and do market studies and appraisals. 
Often, we have to build roads to make the area 


accessible. ing .che.-becess,, ~we , Aare required to 
conform to all the requirements of the Planning Act 
and meet environmental standards -- just like any real 


estate developer. 


I am very excited about our Crown land cottage plan. 
I know the demand for these cottages is strong, andl 
am confident that this initiative will go a long way 
toward helping to stimulate economic development in 
the north. 


But we aren’t stopping at cottages. Also as part of 
our thrust to use Crown land as a development tool, we 
ares-go ing, CO etry .to further assist existing tourist 
and other resource-based businesses operating on Crown 
Lland,+-that -want.to expand. 


As Ix .mentioned).earlietr, we are conducting a 
fundamental review of land management policies and 
procedures within MNR concerning Crown land. As part 
of this review, we will look for ways to streamline 
the administrative process. 


We are going to provide longer-term tenure on Crown 
land for tourist operators who have made a major 
investment, or who wish to expand their operation. 
This should make it easier for these operators to 
secure financing for these projects. 


My ministry is moving in other ways as well to 
encourage private-sector entrepreneurs. 


Six primary development areas have been selected in 
which comprehensive, and imaginative, development will 
be actively encouraged. 


These areas are in the vicinity of Ear Fapis, .gqnace, 
Atikokan, Wawa, Detour Lake, and Whitney. Some pilot 


projects are already under way in these localities, 
after consultation with the development SOUiInea wS.. 


MNR hopes to eventually expand these initiatives 
across the province if these programs are successful. 


with reference to peat extraction, many of you may not 
be aware that 15 per cent of the peat found in Canada 
is located in Ontario. And yet, we have captured less 
than one per cent of the Canadian market. Peat is 
very important in horticulture, and also has potential 
as a, fuel. 


ey eee 


Our government has recently completed an inventory of 
all the provincial peat resources and we are making it 
avaltlable, EO, private’ “entreprencursy, We are also 
making as much information as possible available to 
the private sector concerning access, transportation 
routes: and markets for this peat: 


In the process, we are actively “encouraging the 
private sector to get involved in developing Ontario’s 
peat resources. I am happy to say we are seeing a 
greati deal tof Ginterest tnihenisrarecn, and -that peat 
development is under way, or soon to begin, in several 
locationss in. thelerontty, .wrcluding ticochrane,aerort 
Frances, and in the Upsala area. 


I mentioned earlier the Northern Ontario Hydro 
Advisory Committee. I want’ to say today that we are 
also working with Ontario Hydro and other 
entrepreneurs who want to develop small hydroelectric 
projects in the north. We currently have about 65 
applications from across the province which are 
already in some form of development or are receiving 
final approvals. 


Inithe future,gwewillibe looking seriously into the 
establishment and promotion of aquaculture, or fish 
farming, in Ontario, and will be seeking ways of 
involving ‘the private, "sectorpeins *this@isitgnifticant 
venture. 


The new Crown land initiatives I have announced here 
today hold real potential as catalysts for economic 
Growth, inesehe jnorci: 


I am looking forward to receiving recommendations and 
advice from the Northern Development Councils about 
our Crown land initiatives. Le knowl ipecamacount on 
their ssupport for our *rnitrativecmecos encourage 
entrepreneurial development in northern regions. 


Turning. to another (ini trative™ ithat®tinvotwes [Crown 
land, since 1984, my ministry has been charging 
non-residents of Canada to camp on Crown land in its 
Northwestern Region and Atikokan District. 


This pilot project -- which will continue this summer 
-- has been a tremendous success. We have turned 24 
popular camping ;sites over to sprivate *opetators ste 
provide new business opportunities. This alone has 
led to an investment of about $250,000. 


In addition, the revenues generated from these 
campsites during 1986 provided income and employment 
for. the. owners atid “theitr ““*tamthiesPwtand created 
additional seasonal jobs. 


aight os 


Furthermore, the sale of non-resident camping permits 
vireLded-$19.0;,000,in, Crown. revenue during 1986.. (This 
helps cover the costs of providing services on Crown 
land such. as garbage collection and roadway and 
parking lot maintenance. 


GTodayn Gem pleased ator announce that my ministry 
intends to introduce a program in January 1988 that 
will require most non-residents of Canada to purchase 
a permit to camp on Crown fand ine all ofs norcnern 
Ontario. 


A permit will cost $3.50 a day for each person eof 
years of age and older, or $6 a day for a family. 
Non-residents of Canada, outfitted for camping by an 
Ontario outfitter will not be required to buy a Crown 
land camping permit. 


Like our cottage development program, this will also 
cover all Crown lands, north of the French and Mattawa 
Rivers. In addition, some Crown land -sitesowrlimbe 
closed to camping by non-residents of Canada, and 
others will be offered for ease sormsale to “the 


private sector as commercial tourist enterprises. 


The program will stimulate and support Ontario’s 
tourist industry and the economic climate of local 
communities in northern Ontario. It will also help my 
ministry, carly, Out its mandate to conserve and manage 
fish and wildlife populations as well ‘AS prevent 
overcrowding and over-use of popular campsites. 


It appears that both resident and non-resident campers 
recognize the need to better regulate the number of 
campers in certain Crown land areas. During 1984 and 
1985, we surveyed over 13,000 non-resident campers in 
northwestern Ontario and found that nearly 90 per cent 


planned to return. 


In.a separate survey of 100 tourist operators, more 
than half felt there had been an increase in business 
because of the pilot project. About three-quarters of 
those surveyed felt that the regulated camping zones 
meant there was less pressure on fish populations in 
heavily-used fishing areas. 


The introduction of a Crown land camping program 
throughout northern Ontario is very important to the 
efficient management of our Crown landemesources.); It 
will certainly help ensure that the people of northern 
Ontario receive maximum social and economic benefits 
from the use of publicly owned land. 


Thank you. 
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REMARKS BY 


THE HONOURABLE SEAN CONWAY 
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 
ACTING MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES 


ANNOUNCING THE REBUILDING 
OF THE HUNTSVILLE LOCK 


HUNTSVILLE, ONTARIO 
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Good afternoon. It is a pleasure to be here. 


I had originally planned on giving a lengthy talk 
today on the historical importance of Huntsville and 
area in the early settlement of this great province. 


I thought an historical theme would be appropriate, 1 
had put together a rathe: large amount of material on 
navigation on local waterways in the last century. 


However, I am given to understand that some of you 
would rather go swimming, and that I am to keep my 
remarks as brief as possible. 


SOlleewyil legeto right, to. tie, point. I am pleased to 
announce that through the joint efforts of the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources and the Treasurer of 
Ontario, the historic Huntsville lock WiLL be rebuilt. 


The lock, which was built between 1873 and? l3:.5:, 
facilitated the movement of people and supplies by 
boat in the days when travel by road was considered 
unreliable. 


After 110ryears of faithful service and a number of 
renovations, the lock finally broke down last year. 
The problem was deterioration of the gate mechanism as 
well as the concrete walls and superstructure, which 
must be completely rebuilt. 


The natural resources ministry, which has been 
responsible for operating t’. locks since 1971, and 
the Ontario treasury, which guards the gates of 
provincial finance, have agreed on a joint. vencure to 
get the lock rebuilt. 
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The estamacea, cost is $675,000. Natural Resources 
WillecaLryeouc: thewactual reconstruction, which will 
start in September. 


The lock will be back in operation next summer. The 
town of Huntsville has agreed to take over the 
ownership, operation and maintenance of the lock once 
Lies: webuasl-t,. 


Tia GeconstructioOns sproject, Wills “open up - many 
addational miles of boating by restoring access to 
Mary Lake, downstream, and to Lake Vernon, Fairy Lake 
and Peninsula Lake, upstream. 


teiwalivalso continue an historic tradition, since the 
lock has been designated an historical site by the 
Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee. 


The lock will continue to be manually operated, as it 
was in the previous 100 years. 


THewaesive,s  ASmEVOU © KNOW,. TS" ae popular oone with 
year-round residents, cottagers, and tourists alike. 
The lock is part of what attracts people here. 


Rebuilding the lock will improve water transportation, 
will enhance a recreational and historical attraction 
Wich ise ampoOrtania= tO =tihis’ areas and Gwillivhave a 
positive effect on the local economy. 


it know my colleagues, Natural Resources Minister 
Vincent Kerrio and Treasurer Robert Nixon, would like 
to have been here with me to deliver the good news, 
DUCeCUeL Sched ec aidan t permbt 7b. 


I personally hope to have a chance to come back next 
year to see the lock in operation again. 


Maybe then I will be able to deliver my speech on 19th 
century settlers. 


Until then, enjoy the summer. 


Thank you. 
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Good morning. As you know, I recently pulled up 
Stakes and moved from the Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines to the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. 


I have a new job. I’ve moved into a different office. 
And at Queen’s Park, I work with a new set of people. 


So I couldn’t wait for the NOTO convention to come 
around. You are the first familiar faces I’ve seen in 
six weeks! 


I’ve been dealing with resource issues now for more 
than 20 years. lives spent..a good deal, of.time in 
northern Ontario -- including misspending a_ few 
enjoyable  syears of my youth here-— and I think I 
appreciate your point of view because I’ve experienced 
northern life and its unique problems first-hand. 


The northern way of life only appeals to a very 
Special kind of person. They thrive on its diverse 
climate and its special environment, its vast 
distances and its solitude. They develop into real 
individualists. They have a special drive. They make 
among the best entrepreneurs in Ontario. PGs L 
these reasons, I admire the people who call the north 
their home. 


And I hope the good relationship you and I have built 
up,Over the past scouple of years will continue, both 
on a personal and professional level. 
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What I want to talk about now, before I open the floor 
for questions, is where MNR stands in its relationship 
with NOTO -- and with other resource users. I’d like 
to clarify how those relationships have changed. And 
Specicveally) 1em.da *Wike Sto: talk ‘about what this 
ministry has done, since last year’s conference, to 
strengthen the ties between us. 


Let me start with a bit of background. 


A few years ago, the government realized it had to be 
more in touch with the people it governed. Ie 
realized that doing things because, quote, "that’s the 
way we've always done them", unquote, just wasn’t good 
enough anymore. 


The people of this province expect the government to 
account WoLetcus actions’. 


They expect government to conduct public business in 
anuopen fIpublic forum: 


They expect government to be accessible, not distant 
from the people it serves. 


And *they expect "to have a say in* making’ decisions 
about public resources and public assets. 


tier bunccavcracy had-ia Lots ofvcat ching up to™ do 


For MNR, it meant our foresters and biologists and 
admingstrativ er managers secouldn’t'?' call the “shots 
anymore, —— atleast, ‘not anivaterally.:? “They"couldn”’t 
dosthingseminethe old) tamidiary= traditional ‘ways Pall 
of a sudden they had to contend with phrases like 
"consensus" and "open government". 


It wasn’t an easy adjustment. We’re talking about 
people who’ve been managing our natural resources very 
ably as trained, skilled and committed professionals. 


Now they are expected to explain their decisions more 
completely, open their books and consult more 
vigorously with the public. 


You know yourselves the ways in which MNR has opened 
its doors so resource users can have their say. 


We have public meetings on management plans for 
Limberrtish, wildlife, tparks. 


We have permanent and ad hoc advisory committees -- 


that include members of the public -- on such things 
as plans for a new ‘waterway park, moose tag 
allocations and fisheries management projects. NOTO 


members sit on some of those committees, so I know 
you're familiar with the process. 
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And at the same time that the veil is being lifted 
from government decision-making, we're facing an 
explosion of demand from individuals, groups and 
businesses all clamoring for a piece of the resource 
pie. 


NOTO is one of a number of resource users that MNR 
works with. You’re not large in terms of numbers. 
But you are an important part of the tourism industry 
of; northern Ontario. You have huge potential to 
generate money and employment in northern Ontario. 
The province is committed to encouraging the growth of 
the northern economy, and quite Clearly tourism, 
including the outfitting business, is one means to 
that end. 


What Ghaes all boils down ioe gS! one word: 


Reconciliation, Reconciling conflicting resource 
demands. Balancing the requirements of one group of 
users, against those of another. Managing the 


resource base in such a way that we conserve for the 
future, as well as develop for current needs. 


That’s what lies behind our relationship not only with 
NOTO, but with sporting groups. Business groups. 
Environmental groups. Individuals. 


It’s not easy trying to adjudicate, to build 
consensus. That’s why we’re now bringing conflicts 
out in the open, putting opposing parties together to 
talk out their differences, to get them to see things 
from the other guy's perspective, ,and find their ‘own 
solutions. 


It's why we're working hand-in-glove with interest 
groups like yours, to further open the lines of 
communication and build new bridges -- bridges not 
only between MNR and outfitters, but between you and 
other resource users. 


Let me tell you now about one of these effterts,, the 
Christie Committee which we formed after last year’s 
NOTO convention. 


First on your list of important issues was, not 
Surprisingly, communications. That's neal lysipartoo£f 
this whole process of reconciliation of resource uses. 
What’s happened since last year? 


Well, we’ve improved MNR’s internal communications 
considerably so that our staff is constantly aware of 
your concerns. 


For example, we fully circulate minutes of meetings 
between MNR and NOTO. 


Those meetings, between tourist Operators and district 
Staff, take place now at least once a year. 
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We’re encouraging our people to VieT te NOTO 
establishments and see your operations firsthand. 


We’re also sending them to sport shows in the U.S. -- 
where your traditional customer is -- to learn 
first-hand what your clients require, and what their 
perceptions of Ontario are. 


Ourgepeopletcare Paksorigetting “more training on “the 


concerns of the tourism business. Next year, you'll 
see a real boost in training among those staff who are 
involved in outdoor recreation -- our people involved 


invparksfowildlifesandsfisheries. 


We've also improved our inter-ministerial 
communications. Last year you also asked MNR and 
other ministries to take a more unified approach in 
working with NOTO. 


I’m pkeasedy togreport cthategstafi toh eMNRPO and’ “the 
Ministries of Environment and Tourism and Recreation 
are making an effort to travel together on mutual 
business so that they all get the same understanding 
of your operations. 


Those of you who are based in our northwestern region 
are probably aware that in the Thunder Bay and 
Atikokan areas, we’re working on a project that will 
develop a checklist for reviewing new or expanding 
projects: 


The checklist spells out considerations which MNR, the 
Ministry of Northern Development and Mines and MTR can 
look at, when evaluating projects which affect you. 


And as you asked, we’ve worked out an arrangement with 
MTR and MNDM. MNR now has the opportunity to provide 
input in the review of development plans. This 
applies where a loan application indicates 
implications tor’ natural -resources: 


What about our communications with NOTO? 


You asked us to go back to the basics and provide some 
straightforward information about how our processes 
work. 


As a result, we’re almost ready to publish a handbook 
on our planning system. 


We're also working on an information kit that will 
tel leevoural ledabout iIMNR: Prmeshould Mbhel peady Fin 
late-1988. In the meantime, our district managers are 
giving a “primer" on MNR at their annual meetings with 
Counist opeuatorse 
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In three of five MNR northern regions, we’ve prepared 
maps showing the boundaries of our various Gistoicts. 
As for the other two northern regions, their maps will 
be ready before the end of the year. Using these 
maps, tourist operators will be able to tell at a 
glance which district office is responsible for 
managing their area. 


Ourne district \stafis,vere makingiea Sipointyaatoorw@of 
explaining to you the nature of the decentralized 
workings of this ministry. They re| taking? tyou 
point-by-point through the system to show how issues 
move progressively along the chain of command until 
the question is resolved. 


This is the perfect place to Suggest that you might 
consider setting up a parallel System, matching your 
zone directors with our regional directors. It would 
really speed up the communications process and we 
could get things wrapped up much more quickly. 


To help in our larger goal of improved communications 
with NOTO, we sought out your executive and asked for 
their special input in the discussions of therlchwis tite 
Committee. SO wourtcan see what a high value this 
ministry places on the consultation process. 


By the way, you were particularly keen for information 
on our timber management planning procedures. I’m 
pleased to say that we've published a brochure on 
timber management planning, and it’s making its public 
debut here at the convention. 


That brings me to the second major topic examined by 
the Christie Committee: access. 


AS you asked, we're now ensuring that timber 
management planning documents are kept (front sand 
centre, so operators know what’s happening in their 
Own areas. 


We’re also educating our staff more thoroughly about 
the many options that are Open in resolving road 
conflicts. We've scheduled two-day seminars in four 
MNR areas in northern Ontario and they’ re’ eallvron 
schedule. 


We’re also talking to MNDM and MTR about this issue; 
we believe we share the view that there’s room for 
improvement. 


Next on your list of concerns was the issue of land 
disposition. 


AS a first step, we've given our field managers 
greater authority in using their own discretion when 
disposing of land for commercial tourism. 
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NOW, eel pekNOwet scan’ tectalkke about, dandyodispos?tion 
without also broaching the topic of land tenure. 


Last week we announced that a consortium of 
consultants will be thoroughly reviewing MNR’s land 
disposition practices. The aim of the study is to 
look at amendments to our existing policies that will 
make Crown land more readily available to 
entrepreneurs such as yourselves. 


Naturally, they’11l look closely at the possibility of 
extending the terms and conditions of land tenure. 
The idea is to encourage entrepreneurs to make 
Sizeable long-term business commitments. 


We realize we can’t use Crown land to build the 
northern economy without providing reasonable security 
of tenure to the people who actually make the 
investment. 


At the same time, if the resource is to be made 
available, there ought to be an economic quid pro quo 
for the province. 


We expect the consultants, headed by Anthony Usher, 
will report back to us by about June. 


Whats Lbivegitabked .sabout-).ise.a Afaircly«,abbreviated 
synopsis of the work of the Christie Committee. We've 
tried to address specific issues with specific, 
practical measures. Psehanks that. ein, less “than. a 
year, the Christie Committee has done well in 
EBesponding Losyour concerns. 


It’s been an interesting exercise of this ministry’s 
agbitity. to respond .€0 ‘ome of its most important 
pubwi1cs:. As I said earlier, the government has 
directed the public service to be more accessible, 
more open with all the public, including NOTO. We’re 
trying "to “break” "down “barriers “and build’ ‘bridges 
between resource users. 


We'd like to encourage NOTO to build its own bridges 
with those other resource users. What are you doing 
to show them your point of view? How will you 
co-operate with them in future? 


I’ve just given you a run-down on how MNR is trying to 
accommodate your industry, trying to communicate with 
you. We’ve met the challenges you offered us a year 
ago. 


Tomorrow, you will meet to discuss and vote on various 
resolutions. 


I would love to see one of those resolutions take the 
shape of a commitment by each individual to become 
more involved with your local communities. 
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I would love to come back here next year and hear how 
you’re building bridges, working with your neighbors, 
and getting them to see YOU iasilaovitale partieofyirhe 
community that they can’t get along without. 


If you make that investment in your communities during 
the next 12 months, you'll be reaping dividends for 
years after. 


I’ll look forward to the 1988 NoTO convention and 
hearing your Progress report next year. 


Now, it’s time I opened the floor to quesitirons:. 
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Frrst i'd lvkerto point’ out’ that*my colleague, Bud 
Wildman, who is critic for Natural Resources in 
the Legislature, is here tonight. Normally, Bud 
would get the chance to comment on my remarks, but 
rot so ftonigqht, Bud. 


Em ene. Lor two funct? ons. Today, we took 
official delivery of a new CL-215 water bomber. 
It was actually delivered earlier in the year, but 
the tire sertuatton was such that Wet Had ‘to ‘be’. put 
to work right away. So today was the first chance 
we had for a formal ceremony. 


That plane brings the total fleet of water bombers 
to 29, which together are worth $6<5 million. It 
is critical to have these resources to fight 
fires. The number of fires was up this year, but 
the number of hectares burned was down. That's 
due to the quick response afforded by state-of-the 
art detection systems and the CL-215s. Ontario is 
also part of the all-Canadian project based in 
Winnipeg which involves provinces sharing their 
fire-fighting resources. 


I have a little apology to Rod, but I thought the 
CL-215 delivery was well worth mentioning. Now 
Piriroqet.on with my Second function. 


We've come to the mellow part of the evening. The 
chairs are pushed back. The coffee is poured. We 
all feel a little more easy. And Tm sana ery 
convinced no damage is going to come to my 
necktie! 
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I'd like to, congratulate’ NOTOs on reaching a 
milestone anniversary. You've come a long way in 
60 years. 


The past year, especially, has been an important 
year, certainly in the history of NOTO's 
relationship with MNR. I think we've made truly 
important strides in working on our common 
concerns about our natural resources. They belong 
to all Ontarians. 


George Tough talked this morning about many of the 
projects we've been involved in together, so I'm 
going to touch on just a few of them. 


You know, we had a first at Natural Resources -- 
Mary Mogford was the first woman to become deputy 
minister. She did an excellent job, and she'll be 
sorely missed. But when the time came to appoint 
a new deputy minister, I think George Tough was 
the best.choice. Insfact; ne oD were rchoosiing, 
which lee (OOM ut 7 because Tes the Premier's 
decision, butiif..f sdid«chooseica deputy; 1t! would 
have been George. He's from Northern Ontario, and 
I know he will serve the ministry well. 


Anyway, back to the projects. 


We've worked together on Guidelines for Timber 
Management to Protect Tourism Values. 


MNR invited NOTO to help us work out a process for 
monitoring the effects of timber harvesting. Bob 
McKercher, Roger Little and Don Massey put in many 
hours and I think we've come up with an excellent 
program. We're planning to apply for funding for 
our proposal. 


We've also had a very successful time in bringing 
about changes to the moose tag allocation process. 
These changes are directly benefiting NOTO and 
other tourist operators. 


This was also the year we extended Crown Land 
camping restrictions across the whole of Northern 
Ontario. 


These are some of the changes we've made to our 
programs -- the day-to-day side of our operations 
=~" that nave helped you, dojsvyoumigobs as’it helps 
us do ours. 


I'm also pleased at one of the most significant 


improvements between us -- in communications. 
We've got it working right at ground level, right 
up through the Ministry. Our district managers 


meet with operators in their local areas at least 
once a year so you people can touch base. 
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ANG it''s at itheat very basic level that we've 
opened the door to two-way communication as some 
people have seen, Our district managers have 
discovered that all kinds of things they took for 
granted you knew -- like how our processes work -- 
were, in fact, not clear atvata, 


So these meetings have become a great opportunity 
£Or, USnitO exchange information SO we both have a 
thorough understanding of how the other operates. 


These district-level meetings were Something you 
asked for, and we responded. Over the next year I 
would like to see more of those meetings run in a 
co-operative manner. 


I'd especially like to see operators co-chairing 
the meetings, so we're not running things. I 
think that will go a long way in establishing what 
the agenda for change has to be. 


One, of, ,bhe things that has contributed to the 
Progress we've been able to make, both in our 
Program areas and in Spening ““olr™~ ld#nea. ar 
communication, is our improved relationship with 
other ministries, 


Again, this is something NOTO recogni Zed. a6 64 
problem, brought to Our attention, and helped us 
resolve. 


We realized that we werent’ “drawing on “the 
expertise of other ministries that are Just as 
concerned with northern business as my ministry 
ish 


So we improved our links to those ministries we're 
expected to work together with. 


For example, the deputy ministers are now meeting 
regularly to discuss areas of common ground. 


And by extension, we've been working jointly on 
specific Projects, to ald) ofletud benefit. 


MNR- got involved, this past year, with 'the 
Ministry of Tourism and’ "Recreation “*in @" the 
development of their tourism strategy. That has 
been a very close Link’. 


And now MTR is going to respond in kind, to help 
us in the development of Our own tourism 
framework. iNyelact wawewracked MTR'sS regional 
director for the Northwestern Region to join our 
steering committee. 


MTR was also instrumental in making changes to our 
moose tag allocation process. 
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In future, we'll be working with them 
hand-in-glove to identify tourism opportunities in 
conjunction with land disposition. 


We've already dealt with five dispositions in the 
Atikokan area and two around Cochrane. 


Our closer relationship with NOTO and with other 
ministries involved in northern tourism, is 
certainly something to celebrate. It augurs well 
for all of us. Our reasons may be different, but 
we all have a common goal: a healthy industry 
which becomes part of a healthy economy. 


I guess you could say the "theme" of the past year 
has been "building partnerships". I'm glad to see 
it's not over -- that you're starting to build 
partnerships outside of government’ too. For 
example, you met today with representatives of the 
Prospectors and Developers Association. 


And, Bob, we isaw..vou and Jack Craik in dialogue -—- 
and it was lively -- which I know is the beginning 
of a very important reconciliation and consensus 
effort with us. 


When I met earlier this evening with Rod and Bob, 
I was delighted to see how well they recognized 
the need to build consensus among the various 
resource users. 


You know the trend toward more leisure time. That 
means more pressure on the uses of the resource. 
We need people to work co-operatively. 


They asked me to help organize and support that 
effort, and I was quick to agree. 


Georges ough and 1om Acamcenicks talked ‘earl ver 
today about the value of forming these kinds of 
linkages. Tom in particular made the point that 
the tourism industry needs to get the support of a 
wider public. I can't tell you how important this 
is. In Niagara Falls, tourism attracts 15 million 
visitors every year. We have to have acceptance 
of what we do in the community. 


Having the PDA represented here at NOTO is a big 
step in the right direction. 


NOTO members are really moving ahead in 
recognizing the need for these linkages. In the 
few hours I've been here, I've heard about some 
prospects that sound very promising. 
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One of them involves operators who are meeting 
soon with their local Chamber of Commerce to talk 
about joint tourism development opportunities. 
Someone else mentioned the North Shore Development 
Association, which is taking an overall approach 
to local tourism opportunities. 


What these initiatives point to, I'm sure, is 
taking a wider view of tourism opportunities in 
che ‘orth Now, I gather some of you got the 
notion at this morning's panel discussion, that 
we're suggesting you get into some different 
business. 


Even worse, we sensed that some of you were 
worried that we might be relaxing in our efforts 
to increase and upgrade the fish and wildlife 
resource, upon which your industry depends. 


Thats? Sino tithe fica se) atee a. 


We're suggesting, however, that you take a good 
look at the other wthings: “thateimiaqht attract 
people to your area, and take advantage of them. 


This kind of diversification isn't exactly new to 
tourist operators. In the Lake of the Woods area, 
outfitters are now selling family vacations -- and 
selling big. There's one initiative that is very 
successful. 


There are operators around who don't want the 


PUubLLGi Ly, but they're using some fairiv 
progressive management techniques to reduce 
pressure on the resource -- and their business is 


doing extraordinarily well. 


I won't name names, because they want to maintain 
al“ Low profile. Yougcan t blame them, Their 
success flies in the face of the conventional 
wisdoms about what people want from an Out Lbs nd 
holiday. 


The point is, these are all signs that outfitters 
are moving with the times. Many of you are being 
very progressive, very positive, in how you 
conduct your business. 


Many of you are recognizing the link between 
tourist operations, and resource management. 
That's a very important element we're all going to 
address. 


I want to make one point very clear about resource 
management. That is, that the Ministry of Natural 
Resources intends and expects to fulfill its 
responsibility as custodians of the resource that 
belongs to all Ontarians -- present and future 
generations. 
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I don't think there can be any doubt of that. We 
are actively involved in fulfilling our mandate. 
Otherwise we wouldn't have been able to give you 
such a positive progress report about our program 
areas this morning. 


Let me make clear some of the most important 
things we've been doing and expect to continue to 
do. 


” expect to demonstrate leadership. Certainly, 
in the area of improving communications with 
resource users, we've worked hard to establish 
linkages with you, with other resource users, with 
other ministries, and all of the people over the 
past year. 


We expect to provide expertise, if you need it. 
We've assisted in hundreds of wildlife and 
fisheries projects that were spearheaded, not by 
my ministry, but by voluntary groups. They are 
part of our community fisheries and wildlife 
involvement programs. 


You know, I'm very enthusiastic about CFIP and 
CWIP. We get a huge return on our investment in 
these programs, and they're all geared to one very 
important objective -- renewing the resource. 


Another part of our mandate is that we expect to 
provide at least some money. As you know, ours is 
not one of the big-budget ministries. But we're 
certainly trying to encourage co-operative 
ventures. That's why we were pleased to get 
involved in the Eagle Lake project involving 
almost 30 tourist operators. 


Along with other ministries, we helped the tourist 
operators hire a biologist. 


This project combines all the elements) of 
successful resource management, aS we expect it 
will shape up over the next 20 to 30 years. 


It involves all the people who have a declared 
stake in the resource. 


It encourages local initiative. 


It draws together all the ministries that are 
involved in tourism in the north. 


PTevemete ling alneediithat “can’t” be met. iby ous 
budget alone. 


Tom Adamchick said, earlier today, that a deputy 
minister at MTR stated the Eagle Lake situation 
sounds just like a forest products company hiring 
a forester. 
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I think that point is well taken. You know which 
other industries in the north are seizing the 
opportunity to get involved in the management of 
their resource base. The tourist operators who 
make the effort to get into co-operative 
management, are only doing the same thing. And 
MNR is willing to accept a co-operative effort. 


We're willing to listen. to. you. . We're willing ‘to 
act on what we hear -- even if it's something 
simple, like re-designing the sport fishing 
licence so you can put your magnifying glasses 
away! 


The fact is, we're willing to work with anyone who 
is committed to building and maintaining a healthy 
resource base. 


This past year, MNR has learned a lot about NOTO. 
I hope you've learned a lot about us. We've 
proven one thing for sures: we have a lot of 
common ground when it comes to a genuine concern 
for our natural resources. 


Over the next year, we'll be working together on 
such issues as the class environment assessment 
for timber management. The Temagami land uses 
question. District fisheries management plans -- 
and in some cases, lake-specific plans. The 
Fisheries Advisory Council. I heard some concerns 
about representation on the council. We never 
intended to leave anyone out. But I wanted to see 
the council begin its work. 


But be assured, northern tourism will be 
represented at all these places. 


We' lls be «doing ai fair samounts, of stalking, waeckaitr 
amount of listening. I think we'll find a few 
Surprises along the way. i ehiak wes ll 63 ricy,s aby, 
the time next year's convention comes around, that 
we've got even more in common than we realized. 


i'd like. to. finish, by. giving .vou..a wersonal 
message. There's no other interest that is as 
important to me as a politician as renewing our 
forests, wildlife, fisheries and recreation. ds 
feel very strongly that we must renew our 
resources, and I intend to do everything in my 
power to do that. 


Thank you. 


- end - 
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Good afternoon and thank you for the opportunity to 
once again share with you my thoughts for the coming 
year. 


Ini SS6;.l¢+ejumped into the spotlight. up here as a 
freshman minister who had a lot to learn but who had a 
generally optimistic message for you. Last year, 
three months after the export tax was imposed on 
softwood lumber sales to the U.S., I took this podium 
once again, a lot wiser and more seasoned, fairly 
disturbed about what had transpired -- but still 
Op Mass C1. « 


This year I’m still upset about how the federal 
government handled the countervail and the whole free 
trade negotiations and agreement. 


I’ll never accept that those issues were handled 
properly, with your interests -- and ours -- at heart. 
Butebwhave to tel! you I’m still optimistic about your 
mdustry and 2ts prospects. 


I’m optimistic, because the past three years have been 
exceptionally good for the softwood lumber industry. 
While there has been some softening of the market in 
the last five months, it may not be of the magnitude 
forecasters predicted late last year. 


I’m optimistic, too, because Ontario’s commitment to 
the forest remains strong. The Ministry of Natural 
Resources invested 2.7 times last year’s timber 
revenues -- a total of $217 million -- in forest 
management last year. 


We’re continuing to develop improved forest management 
techniques; we’re putting money into a number of 
industrial development initiatives. Our research and 
development program is good and the new information 
and techniques are being put to work in the field. 
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We're looking at intensive forest management that will 
enable cheaper wood to get into the mills. 


I’m also optimistic when I look at the reviews of 
forest management agreements and the fact that six of 
those agreements, including the last three, are with 
Sawmillers. 


I am also pleased that the hearing into MNR’s class 
environmental assessment on timber management begins 
next month in Thunder Bay. 


That hearing won’t be easy for you or for us. Our way 
of managing the forest -- harvesting, regeneration, 
taking account of the other resource values -- is 
going to be under a microscope. Not all are going to 
agree with our view of ourselves, and the process may 
bevunsettliing vat timesnr 


Bui the hearing wili help accomplish a major goal 
we've shared: providing the people of Ontario with 
all the information they’ve ever wanted to know about 
forest management. 


If we put our story well, we’ll come out of the 
Process with more appreciation of what we do, and more 
certainty in terms of the investment framework. 


I’m optimistic about 1988 because of the markets. 
According to Hay-Roe’s latest PaperTree Letter, last 
year was another great year for housing starts in the 
De oe SNe iEth hin aeirow.* ©iComittg “ontop of’ this 
activity is a renovation boom that since 1983 has 
doubled the use of lumber for repairs and renovations. 


It’s true there’s been a drop-off in starts in the 
first few months of 1988, but we can realistically 
expect that those starts will climb again because 
there has been a drop in mortgage rates in the U.S. 
Thisthasf not$/shown up yet: in hevsingaseta nisl but 
that’s because there is always a lag of about two 
months. 


The bottom line is that, desp 


i Chin 9 
lumber manufacturers should still expect to make a 
reasonable profit in 1988. 


te ever 


But I don’t want to leave you with the impression I’m 
Overjoyed about the lumber scene. I’m optimistic, but 
it’s a cautious optimism. In many ways, 1988 should 
Still be regarded as a year of uncertainty * 


ike 


And .thatsuncertaintyeisi the) reason Ifmystall ag ‘angry 
as I was when I spoke to you last year. Maybe more 
so, because I don’t know how long we’ll all have to 
continue paying for the actions of the federal 
government. 


We are still trying to find ways to soften the blows 
industry has had to suffer. We can at least do what 
we can to avoid making your burden heavier. 


I know what you've been through and I want you to know 
that the Ontario government sympathizes with you. We 
continue to argue that the export. tax: on softwood 
lumber is unnecessary. There is no valid reason for 
imposing git. 


Ottawa’s errors began in 1986 when the federal 
government did not listen to the advice of lumbermen 
and the Ontario government. We wanted them to take 
the offensive, and combat the protectionists in the 
U.S. who asked for countervailing duties on Canadian 
lumber. 


The Ontario government and Ontario lumber people were 
denied the chance to prove that our softwood lumber 
was not being unfairly subsidized. In my view, that 
was a battle we could have won. 


That was error number one. 


Error number two followed very quickly. The federal 
government -- as I said last year -- handed the U.S. 
softwood lumber industry a major victory on a silver 
platter. They agreed to impose the 15-per-cent export 
tax on softwood lumber that you’re paying now. 


Then came the Free Trade negotiations. That’s where 
we hoped Ottawa would right the wrong that had 
occurred. This was the big chance for them to defend 
their lumber industry. 


Instead, we got error number three. The federal 
GOVEerNMeNt, —— Ain eits panies toe Geter nit Om the miiacory 
books -- sold out the softwood lumber industry once 
again by agreeing the export tax4 enwoulds, ibe 
"grandfathered" -- as is ==einga free trade agreement. 


That,.<inm ,effect, 1totally legitimizedy an ainfai gieand 


unbalanced countervail situation. Its also? set. a 
precedent. .lt.gave,U.5. industryca tool that couldibe 
used anyy Lime) din ethe sg fucures Lieany nes ai ndustery 
feels a pinch in competition from Canada, especially 
in the» natural resource’ ssecton,) te cane Usemetne 
arguments -- and Canada’s acceptance of them -- in the 
softwood lumber case, to JUS CLL Y, imposing 


countervailing duties. 
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What Ontario hoped to get from a free trade agreement 
was unimpeded access to U.S. markets for our forest 
and other resource products to foster increased growth 
for those industries. We thought the federal 
government understood this, because that’s exactly 
what the federal government said that it wanted froma 
free trade agreement. 


It was the key objective: getting “rid top the 
harassment that our resource exports were suffering 
from U.S. industrial and regional interests. 


Before the federal government caved in on the export 
tax, before it negotiated its free trade agreement, we 
had unimpeded access to the U.S. market. 


In the free trade negotiations, we didn’t get 


unimpeded access -- error number four -- and we didn’t 
get what was a consolation prize -- a binding dispute 
settlement mechanism -- error number five. 


What we got is a panel that will make sure Canadians 
-- including Ontario lumber manufacturers -- follow 
Uvsee laws 


So what Ontario lumber manufacturers got is absolutely 
no relief from the added burden of a 15-per-cent tax 
on products being shipped to the U.S. 


Rhoetis@ar stit feipri ceuto "pay= for having more efficient 
mills and a dollar with a lower value. 


And error number six involves that dollar. Thanks to 
the exchange rate policy of the federal government, 
the value of the Canadian dollar is Er Ssing, making® it 
even harder for lumber manufacturers to remain 
competitive. 


A year ago, a thousand board feet of Ontario softwood 
selling for $200 in U.S. funds would have returned 
about $267 in Canadian funds to the producer. 


But with the federal government’s policy of letting 
the Canadian dollar rise, the return on that $200 U.S. 
has gone down to $250 Canadian. When you subtract the 
15-per-cent export tax on top of that, it reduces the 
neturneito ithe Ontario) producer even more, to around 
m2 2a 


iver saramod0 drop @intfreturns=— tor ta® $40" loses per 
thousand board feet that could go to paying workers 
and covering your operating costs and recovering your 
invested capital. You are to be- congratulated for 
bearing up under this double-whammy. 


eG 


The, only “snall.4reliety fromerthisvrcattackeaton ayour 
revenues comes from my ministry’s double-indexing 
system for Crown dues. 


The Crown dues on a cubic metre of softwood from Crown 
land dropped this month from $3.80 to $3.57, a six per 
cent decrease. In other words, under the Ontario 
indexing system, when you make less, you pay less; 
when you make more, you pay more. 


Under our system -- and I think this is only fair -- 
when you suffer, we share your pain. 


While we’re on the subject of the dollar, I would like 
to take a minute to thank Yvon Martel and your board 
of directors for the hard work and tremendous support 
they’ve given my ministry and the government of 
Ontario in the fight against the export tax. 


Lo would® particularly sfiker to? pointh outthae wtewas 
your board who drew everyone’s attention to error 
number seven of the federal government. 


It was your president who, in a letter, asked the big 
question: Why did the federal government enter intoa 
free trade agreement that had no provision for 
adjustments when the value of the Canadian dollar 
changed in relation <to the UsSssdoblar? 


That is something everyone is now asking. The federal 
government negotiators signed an agreement at a time 
when the Canadian dollar was worth about 70 cents U.S. 
There is no provision to offset the losses that occur 
when our dollar rises in value. 


But I have to mention one last error. Ontario always 
argued *that “the export -tax"would “result sin®allosc of 
sovereignty. 


Aside from losing the freedom to maintain and 
implement regional economic development strategies, 
the various agreements would, we argued, open the door 
to the U.S. government and the industry that we are 
competingsvagai nst. dstog=intrude ediirectiy santo @rour 
area we ss 


We are now finding out how deep that intrusion is. 
Under the softwood lumber agreement, signed by the 
federal government, a province must go to Washington 
to gets approvalsbéeforey ity makes vany *changes® ines ts 
stumpage rates, if it wishes to have any credit 
agdins & sthe cexpartytax: 


We “.are?! obliged, pbontgo fwith Ehat’ Pinnrghendwatoerask 
Washington if we can change our own regulations. But 
we have absolutely no say in the formulation of U.S. 
forest management policy. 
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I know there may be a fair number of U.S. citizens 
sitting in this audience. I know you must be shaking 
your heads over that one because, knowing what I do 
about American pride in maintaining your sovereignty, 
you must wonder how our federal government could give 
up so much -- without even a decent fight. 


To an American, the reverse would be inconceivable. 


But it may be even worse than any of us realize. 
Quebec has just negotiated the reduction of the export 
tax with Washington by agreeing to raise stumpage 
dues. 


In effect, the U.S. has given Ottawa permission to 
collect only an eight-per-cent export tax from Quebec 
lumber exporters. But Quebec -- a province that we 
all know takes sovereignty very seriously -- has also 
been forced to pay another price in terms of its 
freedom and self-determination. Nopronevois talking 
about this part of the arrangement, which is Annex 
Four of the deal. 


Under the terms of the annex, the Quebec government 
now has to notify Washington immediately if it wants 
to do anything in forestry. As I understand it, under 
the terms of the agreement Quebec has just Ssagned, it 
must hand over complete documentation regarding all 
major forestry matters -- quarterly, semi-annually, 
annually -- and promptly -- to Washington. 


The reports include almost everything: regulation 
changes, changes in forestry manuals, industry costs 
for prevention and control of insects and diseases, 
full reports on harvest volumes, bil Hing sand ttotal 
costs incurred by the Quebec softwood lumber industry. 


And all this will have to be done ina timely fashion 
if Quebec wants to maintain tax reduction celier tan 
unprecedented acceptance of a limitation on 
sovereignty. 


I think I can understand why U.S. interests want this 
depth of information. Obviously, no one in Washington 
is embarrassed about asking for it. Whatvilsscan’t 
understand is how our federal government could 


encourage this arrangement. BVie lL eSeraCta ONG aa the 
federal government has extended almost an open 
invitation “to ,theseU.S% atosvinterfere: withs>/our 


sovereignty. 


As a Canadian citizen, I’m disturbed. As the Minister 
of Natural Resources for Ontario, I’m concerned about 
the precedents that have been set and the direction 
WEe-rves Going. 
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A little earlier, I talked about how your association 
fought every step that was taken by the federal 
government and how you are still swinging. 


Well, keep your bats handy. wWe’re not through yet. 
The Ontario government is not about to accept the mess 
we’ve been handed. We’re certainly not going to 
accept intrusions into the handling of our own affairs 
as we see fit. 


The Government of Ontario has to have the freedom to 
make changes, establish policies and implement 
programs in order to help industries like yours 
Survive and prosper. 


We can’t do that looking back over our shoulder all 
the time and running around getting approvals from 
jurisdictions that have their own interests at heart. 


Aside from that, the federal government doesn’t seem 
to realize that when it bargains away the sovereignty 
of its provinces, ine bargains away Canadian 
sovereignty. 


I find it amazing that I even have to Sayecinacie) ht os 
like having to give players on the home team 
directions to their own ball park. 


Those are some of the reasons I have to say the future 
is uncertain. Asw*far as Ontario is *concernedseithe 
export tax is unfair and the free trade agreement is 
unsatisiactory) toesay thetiteast, 


As far as we’re concerned -- and I know you join me in 
this hes ethel strugglel@ren “av over: Ontario “will 
continue to oppose what’s happened in the softwood 
lumber industry. 


In the meantime, my ministry, in co-operation with 
other Ontario ministries, is searching for innovative 
and creative ways to lessen the burden imposed on you. 


Believe mie een teaisnul easy The softwood lumber 
agreement leaves us very few options in terms of 
helping the industry deal with the competitive 
pressures -- fair and unfair -- that you face. 


But, as eyous know, stthewe) ri sia multi-ministry effort 
underway now to develop strategies and measures to 
help the forest products sector become stronger and to 
assure its future well-being into the next century. 


We!» are: committed .‘to’" helping “maintain ~ healthy 
sawmill industry -- and we can, if we continue to work 
together. 


eye 
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


Good afternoon. I’m pleased to be here today to announce the creation of the 
Comprehensive Planning Council for Temagami that will replace the Temagami Advisory 
Council. 


I’m joined by Roman Brozowski of Nipissing University College in North Bay. Dr. 
Brozowski will be the chair of the new Comprehensive Planning Council. He has been 


the chair of the Temagami Advisory Council and his work with TAC has been valuable. 


Dr. Brozowski will provide important continuity between the Planning Council and the 
Temagami Advisory Council. 


I am pleased that Dr. Brozowski has agreed to take on these new challenges. 


We are joined here today as well by a number of the 12 members of the Planning 
Council and I will mention their names in a moment. 


The new Comprehensive Planning Council will ensure increased involvement of local 
citizens in resource management matters in the Temagami area. 


It will include labor and mining interests as well as environmental, municipal, tourism, 
forestry, and recreational interests. 


The new council will have a more significant role to play in resource management 
planning than its predecessor. 


It will take a holistic approach to resource management planning and ensure that all 
planning for parks, tourism, timber harvesting, fisheries and wildlife is done at the same 
time. 


The planning council will also work with other government ministries, particularly the 
ministries of mines, tourism and citizenship and culture, to ensure that planning really is 
comprehensive. 


The preparation of the comprehensive plan for Temagami will be done with the active 
participation of other ministries. 


It is the intention to have the Comprehensive Planning Council move into its own offices 
in Temagami in order to increase its independence. 


The planning council will manage the public consultation process in the development of 
a comprehensive plan for the management of all natural resources in Temagami, 
excluding the area managed by the Wendaban Stewardship Authority. 


The planning council will also provide advice to me regarding on-going land-use and 
resource management decisions in Temagami until the comprehensive plan has been 
approved. 


Originally, it was expected that a comprehensive plan would be ready by the end of 
March 1992. We are extending that deadline by up to two years to give the planning 
council sufficient time to meet our commitments to full public consultation in this 
process. 


I mentioned that we are joined by other members of the new council. They are Nicol 
Seguin, Kathy Hakola, John Frey, Gary O’Connor, Nickie Plumstead, Ron Magee, 


Suzanne Gooderham, Bob Beach, Larry Jackson, George Lefebvre, Larry Wiwchar and 
Ivor Horncastle. 


I’m pleased you could be here today. I look forward to receiving the advice of your 
council on comprehensive planning for Temagami. 


Negotiations with the Teme-Augama Anishnabai are ongoing in recognition of the 
commitment of the province to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed last 
year. In the MOU, there is an agreement to work toward a Treaty of Co-existence. 


The planning work of the new Comprehensive Planning Council will be complementary 
to negotiations with the Teme-Augama Anishnabai. The mechanics of how this will be 
done are to be determined through bi-lateral discussions between Ontario and the Teme- 
Augama Anishnabai. 


I believe the establishment of the planning council, in conjunction with other initiatives 
regarding the Teme-Augama Anishnabai that I will be announcing in a few moments, 
will lead to more harmonious and prosperous relations between the native and non- 
native communities in Temagami. 


END 
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REMARKS BY THE HONOURABLE BUD WILDMAN 
MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

AT A NEWS CONFERENCE ANNOUNCING 

THE WETLANDS POLICY STATEMENT 


DUFFINS CREEK 
AJAX, ONTARIO 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 1992 
11:00 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


I am announcing today the government’s action plan for protecting provincially 
significant wetlands. : 


Wetlands, such as the one you see here, are vital natural phenomena which sustain 
water quality and quantity. They provide habitat for a wide variety of plant and 
animal species. You can see some evidence of this as you look around. 


Some wetlands support tourism and recreational opportunities, and in doing so they 
also provide economic and social benefits that contribute to the high quality of life in 
Ontario. 


There is a gradually increasing recognition that wetlands are important. The province 
and environmental groups have made significant efforts to communicate the value of 
wetlands to the Ontario public. 


However, in spite of these efforts, wetlands in southern Ontario are disappearing as 
encroachment, land clearance, draining and filling continue. 


aohe 


This has resulted in a loss of more than 75 per cent of the original wetlands in 
southern Ontario. In the north, some types of wetlands are relatively scarce and may 
be jeopardized by competing land uses. 


The government attaches tremendous importance to conserving Ontario’s wetlands for 
future generations. We are therefore committed to taking strong action to protect this 
valuable resource before it is too late. 


You may recall that in 1989, and again in 1991, draft policy statements on wetlands 
were released across the province for public review and comment. 


We wanted to hear from the Ontario public before making any final decisions, 
because the measures we take to protect wetlands will have to be considered in all 
future land-use planning decisions. 


We held extensive discussions with municipalities, interest groups, conservation 
authorities, and other provincial ministries. 


We consulted with professional planning organizations and environmental groups 
concerned about wetland issues. 


Some of the groups consulted included the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, the 
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, the Canadian Environmental Law 
Association, Association of Municipalities of Ontario, the Urban Development 
Institute and the Aggregate Producers’ Association of Ontario. 


We also heard from concerned individuals across the province. 
The government is pleased with the assistance and the direction the people of Ontario 
have given in the development of this policy statement. We have listened to these 


comments. 


The province is today issuing a Wetlands Policy Statement to protect Provincially 
Significant Wetlands under Section 3 of the Planning Act. | 


AB: 


Under this Act, the land-use planning process now provides for the identification and 
protection of Provincially Significant Wetlands. Protection by municipalities of all 
other wetlands is also encouraged under this policy statement. 


The Planning Act will require every municipality, every local board, every minister 
of the Crown and every ministry board, commission or agency of the government, 
including the Ontario Municipal Board and Ontario Hydro, to have regard to the 
Wetlands Policy Statement. 


This policy will be administered jointly by the Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs. 


With this policy statement, our goal is to ensure that there will be no loss of 
Provincially Significant Wetland functions or area in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
Region and no loss of Provincially Significant Wetland functions in the Boreal Region 
of northern Ontario. 


Under the Planning Act, there will now be greater protection of the environment and 
better land-use planning. 


I am pleased to tell you that the Wetlands Policy Statement is but one part of a 
comprehensive government program to protect wetlands in all areas of the province. 


It will complement other wetland protection initiatives such as those within the 
wetland management program MNR has been operating for more than three decades. 


This program provides protection for wetlands through a variety of means, including 
incentives for private landowners who preserve wetlands, landowner agreements or, if 


necessary, acquisition. 


Under the program, owners of provincially significant wetlands are eligible for 
property tax rebates of 100 per cent if they maintain wetlands in their natural state. 
A stewardship program recognizes owners of wetlands for their preservation efforts. 
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The province is a partner in a series of major agreements with Ducks Unlimited 
Canada, Wildlife Habitat Canada and Environment Canada to conserve, and in some 
cases rehabilitate or create, wetland wildlife habitat. 


The Provincial Parks system, the Provincial Wildlife Areas system, and Areas of 
Natural and Scientific Interest and Conservation Authorities all have program 
components which protect wetland values. 


This partnership approach is an on-going process. We will continue to work on joint 
ventures to maintain and restore wetlands in northern and southern Ontario with those 
agencies that share our vision. 


And in the coming months, MNR and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs will consult 
with other ministries and interested groups to develop Implementation Guidelines for 
the Wetlands Planning Policy Statement. 


These guidelines will further explain the intent of the Wetlands Planning Policy. 
They will be formally released in October by the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs. 


The Wetlands Policy takes effect in three days -- on June 27, the day it appears in the 
Ontario Gazette. 


Later today, my colleague Dave Cooke, the Minister of Municipal Affairs, will 
announce this policy in the Legislature and explain how it will affect municipalities 
and land-use planning in general. 


- end - 


Questions and Answers 


Wetlands Planning Policy 


What is this policy all about? 


This is a provincial policy statement, prepared under Section 3 of the Planning Act, 
that establishes wetlands as a matter of provincial interest in municipal planning. This 
is one means by which the province will ensure that wetlands are identified and 
adequately protected through the land-use planning process, in its pursuit of no loss of 
provincially significant wetlands. 


Why is it necessary? 


We have lost more than 75 per cent of our wetlands south of the Canadian Shield in 
this century due to various kinds of development. Even north of the Shield, wetlands 
are now coming under development pressure. 


Wetlands are important because they sustain water quality and quantity, help to 
control damage from flooding and erosion, produce valuable resource products, and 
sustain a wide range of recreational and tourism activities. Those activities are often 
based on the wide variety of plants and animals which rely on wetland habitat. 
Beyond this, wetlands are integral parts of broad ecosystems of which humans are a 


part. 


Much of the damage to provincially significant wetlands can be alleviated by control 
of development through careful land use planning. 


What is a provincially significant wetland? 


A provincially significant wetland is a Class 1, 2 or 3 wetland, as defined in the 
wetlands evaluation system currently in use for that area of the province south of the 
Canadian Shield, or those wetlands identified by the Ministry of Natural Resources as 
provincially significant wetlands by means of an evaluation system developed 
specifically for other areas of the province. 


The wetland evaluation system is a standardized system of measuring features and 
functions of wetlands in order to achieve a ranking system of relative value of one 
wetland against another. The evaluation system is based on the biological, social, 
hydrological and special features of the area. Evaluation criteria are available at 
MNR district offices. 
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» 4, How does the policy protect wetlands? 


The policy requires that all municipalities and all planning authorities have regard ‘for 
wetlands of provincial significance. The planning authorities must incorporate the 
policy in all planning matters, including the preparation of Official Plans and Zoning 
By-laws. In addition, the policy encourages planners to protect wetlands that are not 
provincially significant. 


The policy directs that no development occur within provincially significant wetlands 
in the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Region. (See figure). Development may be 
permitted in the Boreal Region only if there is to be no loss of wetland function, no 
subsequent demand for future development which will negatively impact on existing 
wetland functions, and no conflict with site-specific wetland management practices (to 
be demonstrated in an environmental impact study -- EIS). 


a What is an environmental impact study (EIS)? 


An environmental impact study is a study prepared in agreement with established 
procedures, to identify and assess the impacts of development on provincially 
significant wetlands. 


6 What is "development" in the context of this policy? 


"Development" means the construction, erection or placing of a building or structure; 
activities such as site grading, excavation, removal of top soil or peat; the placing or 

dumping of fill; and drainage works, except for the maintenance of existing municipal 
or agricultural drains. 


ap Does the policy provide for a protected buffer around wetlands? 


The policy provides that development not be permitted in adjacent lands unless an 
environmental impact study (EIS) demonstrates no loss of wetland functions, no 
subsequent demand for development which will have a negative impact on existing 
wetland functions, no conflict with existing wetland management practices, and (in the 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Region), no loss of contiguous wetland area. 

Establishment of a buffer within adjacent land may be a strategy chosen to prevent 
impacts of development, but the adjacent land is not necessarily a buffer zone. 
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Adjacent lands are defined in this policy as those lands within 120 metres of an 
individual wetland area, as well as all lands connecting individual wetland areas 
within a wetland complex. Development may be permitted on adjacent lands only if 
impacts on the wetland are avoided. The test of this will be the assessment of 
predicted impacts through an environmental impact study (EIS). 


What is a wetland evaluation and how is it done? 


Wetland evaluation is a standardized system of measuring features and functions of 
wetlands in order to achieve a ranking of relative value of one wetland against 
another. The result of an evaluation is a determination of the characteristics of the 
wetland (its contents, features, boundary, etc.) and classification of the wetland 
(provincially significant or not provincially significant). 


Is the evaluation system reliable? 

The system for evaluation of wetlands south of the Canadian Shield has been shown 
to be reliable through repeated testing and comparison of results and through a 
process of evaluating approximately 2600 wetlands. The system will be revised from 
time to time to incorporate new science, which is developing rapidly in this field. The 
system for that area of the province north of the south edge of the Shield will be 
ready for implementation in 1992. 


How do I find out about wetland evaluations that might affect me? 


People who evaluate wetlands (usually staff of the Ministry of Natural Resources) 
contact owners of wetlands during the evaluation process and keep them informed of 
the evaluation and its results. However, owners of wetlands are not always easily 
identifiable. Property boundaries, for example, are not apparent in some wetlands, 
fences may not exist, and ownership of water-edge property is not always clear. Also, 
many landowners do not live in Ontario and may be difficult to contact. 


Therefore, if a landowner has a wetland on his/her property that may have been 
evaluated e.g. a wetland that is over 2.2 hectares (or 10 acres) in size, that person 
may inquire at the nearest District Office of the Ministry of Natural Resources to 
determine evaluation results. 
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Does anyone else perform wetlands evaluations? 


To provide a one-window approach and consistent evaluation results for the purposes 
of planning, all evaluations must be approved by the Ministry of Natural Resources. 
In this regard, the ministry provides standard training to, and qualifies, wetland 
evaluators. 


However, in various parts of Ontario, agreements have been established between local 
MNR offices and Conservation Authorities to have the latter perform evaluations. On 
some parts of the Rideau-Trent system, Environment Canada, our original partner in 
developing a wetland evaluation system, has evaluated wetlands in keeping with its 
responsibility for management of the canal system. Some consulting companies have 
also evaluated wetlands. 


If I disagree with an evaluation, what action can I take? 


People who disagree with the results of an evaluation, such as classification or 
location of a wetland boundary, are encouraged to talk to staff in the District or Area 
Office of the Ministry of Natural Resources in which the evaluation was performed. 
The sooner this can be done the better. The details of individual wetland evaluations 
and mapping are available only at the District or Area Office of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources. 


How was the new provincial policy statement on wetlands developed and who has 
been consulted? 


This policy statement began as a discussion paper issued for public comment in 1981 
by the Ministry of Natural Resources, which laid out the benefits of wetlands and the 
losses that had occurred in southern Ontario to that point. Groups which responded to 
the paper were uniform in their direction to get on with the job of conserving 
wetlands. The subsequent direction of the government was to develop a policy under 
section 3 of the Planning Act, and to begin the process by issuing a planning 
guideline entitled, "Guidelines for Wetlands Management in Ontario," which was 
issued in 1984. 
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The guidelines were intended for interim use in the planning process and for public 
comment. An interministerial working group consisting of staff from the Ministries 
of Natural.Resources, Municipal Affairs, Agriculture and Food, and Environment, 
was formed to analyze the response and prepare subsequent drafts of the policy for 
Government approval. Drafts of the policy were issued in 1989 and again in 1991, for 
comment by municipalities, planning jurisdictions, other ministries, other 
governments, and the public. Interest groups and professional associations have 
provided key assistance in this process. 


Is this policy the work of the Ministry of Natural Resources alone? Has there 
been any coordination with other ministries? 


Development of the various drafts and the final policy has been the work of an 
interministerial working group consisting of staff from the Ministries of Natural 
Resources, Municipal Affairs, Agriculture and Food, and Environment. All ministries 
of the Provincial Government were consulted in the approval stages for each draft. 
Environment Canada has also been consulted in the policy development process and 
was a partner in development of the southern evaluation system. 


Is this policy the only wetland protection measure that we have? 


No. The policy is a part of a comprehensive program of wetland conservation. This 
program has a planning component, of which this policy is a significant and essential 
part. Plan input and review and land-use and resource management planning are other 
components that occur within the Ministry of Natural Resources. In addition, wetlands 
that are being threatened may be secured by a variety of means including landowner 
agreements, landowner stewardship or, if necessary, acquisition. 


Owners of provincially significant wetlands may apply for tax rebates under the 
Ontario’s Conservation Land Act and Land Tax Reduction Program. Details on how 


to apply for rebates may be obtained from local offices of the Ministries of Natural 


Resources or Municipal Affairs. 
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Ontario is also a partner in a series of major agreements with Ducks Unlimited 
Canada, Wildlife Habitat Canada, and Environment Canada to conserve, and in some 
cases rehabilitate or create wetland wildlife habitat. The Provincial Parks system, the 
Provincial Wildlife Areas system, and Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) 
have components which protect wetland values. Wetlands are also protected by 
Conservation Authorities in their various programs and by municipalities in their land 
management programs. Ontario administers the Fisheries Act (Canada), a component 
of which protects wetland fisheries habitat. The province is also a major partner with 
the Government of Canada in international efforts aimed at wetland conservation on 
the Great Lakes, and protection of wetlands of international significance under the 
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat 
(The Ramsar Convention). 


How is this policy different from "Guidelines for Wetlands Management" which 
are currently in place? 


The wetlands policy represents the Government’s direction on wetland protection 
under Section 3 of the Planning Act. 


The 1984 Guidelines for Wetlands Management in Ontario called for "compatible 
use" of provincially significant wetlands, and laid out general criteria to be followed 
in considering any planning matter involving changes in plans or zoning for those 
areas. The guidelines did not deal with adjacent lands. 


This policy defines "development" and prescribes that development not be permitted 
in provincially significant wetlands in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Region. On 
adjacent lands in that Region, development may be permitted only if specific criteria 
are met and demonstrated in an environmental impact study (EIS). 


These criteria are as follows: 


- that there be no loss of wetland functions; 

- that there be no subsequent demand for future development which will 
negatively impact on existing wetland functions; 

- that there be no conflict with existing site-specific wetland management 
practices; 

- that there be no loss of contiguous wetland area (Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Region only) 
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In the Boreal Region (see map), the policy directs that development be permitted 


’ within a provincially significant wetland only if it meets the first three criteria listed 


above,.as demonstrated by.an environmental impact study. 


The policy makes a distinction between Boreal and Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Regions 
in permitting development. 


The Guidelines provided that Class 1 and 2 wetlands were wetlands of provincial 
significance, and that Class 3 wetlands were regionally significant. The policy now 
provides that Class 1, 2, and 3 wetlands, as defined by “an Evaluation System for 
wetlands of Ontario south of the Precambrian Shield", are provincially significant, 
and also those wetlands identified as provincially significant through other evaluation 
systems developed for other areas of the province. 


Why not have a policy that states that development not be permitted on adjacent 
lands? 


This would be unreasonable. Some development can occur on some adjacent lands 
without negatively affecting the wetland. Some development may be necessary in 
order for people to fully benefit from the features of a wetland. The implementation 
guidelines will detail how this can occur and what will be examined in environmental 
impact study. Some lands connecting wetland areas within a wetland complex are 
very extensive, forming large portions of some counties. Again, excluding 
development completely from these areas would not be scientifically justifiable or 
socially and economically acceptable. 


Why are provincially significant wetlands in the Boreal Region treated differently 
than provincially significant wetlands in the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Region, 
and why was this boundary chosen? 


At this time, the extent and distribution of provincially significant wetlands in the 
Boreal region of northern Ontario is unknown. In order to maintain the option of 
social and economic development in the Boreal Region, a region in which wetlands 
are particularly well distributed, but which has a relative lack of economic 
opportunities, it was decided that development in a provincially significant wetland 
might occur, given rigorous scrutiny of each proposal in an environmental impact 
study process. 
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The southern boundary of the Boreal Region was chosen for several reasons: 


- ... the boundary separates land forms, and therefore has an ecological basis; 

- the boundary is a reasonable separation of relative intensity of development 
pressures of various kinds; 

- the boundary conforms to provincial administrative units. 


How will the wetlands policy have an impact on economic renewal? 


Application of the policy may have an impact on some proposed development. In the 
long run, however, all the benefits of wetlands should be enjoyed along with 
economic development, if the functions of provincially significant wetlands are 
protected. 


How will the policy be applied on the Canadian Shield where evaluation may not 
have taken place? 


Where provincially significant wetlands are not identified and/or evaluated by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, the policy cannot be implemented. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources will make every attempt to establish priorities for 
evaluation on the basis of existing and potential demand for development or where 
land-use planning documents are proposed for review and update. Where a wetland 
evaluation has not been completed and mapping is not available, and a development 
application has been submitted for review and approval under the Planning Act, the 
Ministry of Natural Resources will evaluate wetlands on a case by case basis. This 
information will then be provided to the landowner, the approval authority, and the 
applicant along with various other comments under the ministry’s mandate regarding 
the planning application. 


All questions concerning evaluation may be directed to the respective District or Area 
Office of the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

How can I find more information about specific wetlands in my area? 

The most up-to-date information is contained in your local District or Area Office of 


the Ministry of Natural Resources. Telephone numbers and addresses are listed at the 
back of the policy statement. 
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How does this policy affect approvals that have already been given? 


The policy must be. considered if further planning is necessary, or further changes are 
necessary in the municipal planning process, or other approvals are required. Please 
contact your municipality, your local MNR office, or MMA offices listed at the back 
of the policy statement, for information on the particular wetland in question. 


How does the policy affect drainage? 


Drainage for the purposes of farming or municipal drainage is controlled under 
separate legislation. This policy does not supersede or take priority over other policies 
or legislation. However, drainage as a part of other development will be affected. 


How does the policy affect farming on adjacent lands? 


In most cases, established farming or agriculture is recognized as an existing use. The 
policy is relevant only when there is a change of zoning contemplated, or a change in 
the Official Plan. We will continue to encourage farmers to protect wetlands, 
consistent with good soil and water management practices, but in most cases, 
established agricultural activities and the structures usually associated with them are 
specifically permitted in adjacent lands by the policy, without an environmental 
impact study. 


Are wetlands other than provincially significant wetlands important and how 
might they be protected? 


A good many of them are important. They do not rate high enough to be provincially 
significant, but they may be very valuable locally. The policy encourages 
municipalities and other planning jurisdictions to protect these wetlands as well, and 
wherever the province has information on these lands, it will place it at the disposal 
of the municipalities and provide planning advice. 
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A good deal.of legislation already exists in Ontario which may be used, to protect 
wetlands, or protect wetlands with modification. Simply invoking specific legislation 
to protect wetlands is not feasible without addressing all other related legislation. 
MNR, on a regular basis, reviews legislation and will be encompassing the intent of 
the Wetlands Policy Statement in any subsequent updates. 


We are also studying wetland protection in the United States, which has chosen the 
more direct legislative approach. They, in turn, are very interested in our approach 
and consider our tax rebate program and planning policies to be very significant 
contributions to our joint (Canada-U.S.) wetlands management initiatives. 


27. Don’t wetlands change naturally over time? 


Yes they do. Current evaluations will not remain the same forever. However, they 
should be valid, barring major environmental disruptions, over 5-10 year planning 
cycles. 


28. | Why is there any concern about wetlands in the Boreal Region, where there 
appears to be a lot of wetlands? 


In some places in northern Ontario, dry land is the scarce landform. However, 
wetlands are being developed and not always the most common or most appropriately 
placed wetlands are being lost. Not all wetland types (e.g.marshes, bogs, fens, 
swamps) are equally abundant in northern Ontario, and wetlands that do perform 
major beneficial functions for human settlements might be developed and lost in | 
expansion of those communities. Wetland evaluation in the north will take careful 
account of relative scarcity, ecological function, hydrology, and presence or absence 
of special features in order to assess provincial significance. 
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How does this policy compare with Canada’s policy on wetland conservation? 


The Federal Government has been in the process of developing a wetland 
conservation strategy for at least six years. 


The Federal strategy advocates the promotion of wetland conservation through the 
maintenance of wetland functions and values, through no net loss of wetland functions 
on all federal wetlands, enhancement and rehabilitation in areas of high loss, sound 
planning, and securement. The mandate of the Federal Government to implement such 
a policy lies in being a major landowner in Canada and the social, economic, and 
environmental programs through which it may implement such strategies. 


The federal strategy comes at an opportune time since provincial policies do not apply 
to federal lands or activities. 


Because it has not attempted to evaluate wetlands of national significance, the Federal 
Government has chosen a "no net loss of wetland function" approach, in contrast to 
Ontario’s "no loss of wetlands of provincial significance”. 


If development is constrained, will affected landowners be compensated? 


There are no plans to compensate anyone for appropriate use of land. The planning 
authority has a responsibility in law to plan for the environmental as well as economic 
and social well-being of its community. This does not constitute an unwarranted 
"taking" of the land by the planning authority. Instead it leaves an appropriate legacy 
of land for future generations. 


Does this policy apply to government operations as well as the private sector? 
Yes. The Provincial Government and its agencies are required to have regard for the 
policy, and to consider all alternatives in locating new facilities or utilities. While this 


may not always be possible, it has been the common practice to comply with this 
policy since the inception of the 1984 Guidelines. 


11 


Wetlands Policy -- Questions and Answers 


Oe 


a3: 


34. 


Will there be associated implementation guidelines? 


The purpose: of Implementation Guidelines is to assist in further explaining the intent 
of the provincial policy statement. The Guidelines will also present various options 
and approaches for incorporating wetland protection and management into the land 
use planning process. 


The Guidelines are not rigid procedures. A certain approach may be acceptable in one 
area under certain circumstances but not be acceptable in a different area or under a 
different set of circumstances. 


Who is responsible for the Implementation Guidelines? 


The Ministry of Natural Resources in consultation with the Ministries of Municipal 
Affairs, Agriculture and Food and Environment, will develop the Implementation 
Guidelines. In addition, various Ministries such as Energy, Housing, Northern 
Development and Mines, and Transportation will be consulted along with various 
interested groups across the province. 


The Guidelines are formally released by the Ministries of Natural Resources and 
Municipal Affairs. 


When will the Implementation Guidelines be ready? 
Implementation guidelines are scheduled to be distributed in October. 


Until Implementation Guidelines are available, the following general direction on 
implementing the Wetlands Policy Statement is given for the guidance of 
municipalities and others: 


e each municipality that receives notice of the Wetlands Policy Statement must 
notify each local board (Section 3(4) of the Planning Act); 


e all planning authorities must carefully consider the policies set out in the 
Wetlands Policy Statement when dealing with any development proposals or 
applications under the Planning Act; and, 


e where provincially significant wetlands or wetland complexes have been 
identified (that is, evaluated and mapped) by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, they must be protected in planning documents and in day-to-day 
decisions on planning matters. 
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35. | How may I find out more about the Wetlands Policy Statement? 


More information, particularly on local-situations, may be obtained from local district 
offices of the Ministry of Natural Resources or Offices of the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs. Also, detailed guidelines on implementing the policy will be available from 
these offices in the fall of 1992. 


REMARQUE : Version frangaise disponible. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Doug Hagan 

Ministry of Natural Resources Wildlife Policy Branch 
TORONTO (416) 314-1051 

Heather Jamieson 

Ministry of Natural Resources Corporate Policy and Planning 
TORONTO (416) 314-1943 

Curt Halen 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs Land use Policy Section 
TORONTO (416) 585-6230 


24 June 1992 
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NOTES FOR REMARKS BY 

BUD WILDMAN 

MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

ANNOUNCING THE ONTARIO-WINDIGO-SHIBOGAMA 

PLANNING AGREEMENT — 

SIOUX LOOKOUT, ONTARIO a 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1992 

9:00 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
I am pleased to announce today that the Ontario government will sign an important planning 
agreement with the Windigo and Shibogama councils and four First Nations in northwestern 


Ontario. 


I’m joined this morning by members of the Shibogama First Nations Council and the 
Windigo Tribal Council. 


From the Shibogama First Nations Council: 


e Chief Simon Winnepetonga of Wunnumin Lake 
e Chief James Mamakwa of Kingfisher Lake, and 
e Eno Anderson, Executive Director. 


And from the Windigo Tribal Council: 


@ Chief Albert Wesley of Cat Lake 
e Chief Caleb Sakchekapo of Weagamow Lake, and 
® Frank McKay, Executive Director. 


In a few moments we will formally sign the Ontario-Windigo-Shibogama Planning 
Agreement. 


I’m making this announcement on behalf of Northern Development and Mines 
Minister Shelley Martel, and Environment Minister Ruth Grier, who could not be with us 
today. 


The agreement provides for the creation of two interim planning boards, known as the 
Windigo Planning Board and the Shibogama Planning Board. The planning boards will 
consider a number of principles in their work, including the integration of resource uses, 
and the utilization of species and resources on a sustainable development basis. 


sy) 


The boards will advise the government on land use and resource development in the 
areas covered by the agreement, which include about 27,000 square kilometres south of 
Big Trout Lake and north of Pickle Lake in northwestern Ontario. 


The boards will also identify potential opportunities for resource-based economic 
development and the practice of traditional economic activities. 


The government of Ontario is committed to aboriginal involvement in resource management. 
The agreement is consistent with the province’s commitment to the inherent right to self- 
government by First Nations, including access to lands and resources. The province is 
discussing with First Nations how to implement self-government. 


These planning boards are the first established in the Nishnawbe-Aski Nation treaty area. 
This agreement is a significant step forward in the involvement of Ontario First Nations in 
planning and management of lands they have traditionally inhabited. We hope it will become 
a model for future development. 


The boards will consist of an equal number of representatives from each of the councils and 
the province, with a neutral chair. Ontario has committed $400,000 per year to fund the 
operating costs of the boards -- $200,000 to each planning board for each year of operation. 


The boards will remain in place for up to five years, and their effectiveness will be evaluated 
after three years, with a view to establishing more permanent arrangements. 


As part of their mandate, the planning boards will develop community participation models 
suitable for use in remote Northern Ontario. They will ensure that an effective and 
meaningful public participation process is implemented, involving the widest possible public 
consultation. 


I am delighted that the two councils, and the four First Nations, have agreed to participate 
with Ontario in planning for the future of northwestern Ontario. 


- end - 
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NOTES FOR REMARKS BY 

BUD WILDMAN 

MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AT THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF 

THE ROUGE RIVER VALLEY PARK 
METRO TORONTO ZOO 
SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 1993 
10:00 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


I am here today with my colleague Elmer Buchanan, the Minister of Agriculture and 
Food, to announce the province’s decision to protect parkland and prime agricultural 
land in the Scarborough/Markham/ Pickering area. 


I will talk about the park, while Mr. Buchanan will discuss the agricultural lands 
adjacent to it. 


As you know, the Rouge area has been the subject of studies, discussions and 
proposals for several years. I am pleased to say that the discussions have been 
productive, and have resulted in a plan which will lead to the creation of North 
America’s largest urban park. 


The province plans to create an-11,400-acre park in the Rouge Valley area. This 
park will protect the ecological integrity of the valley systems of the Rouge River and 
its key tributaries. We will create green corridors in an area stretching from Lake 
Ontario in the south to the Oak Ridges Moraine in the north. 


The Rouge River Valley is a unique green space that lies within the borders of the 
largest metropolitan area in the province. Only a public-transit ride from downtown 
Toronto, we can find a startling variety of natural landscapes, where 18 sites that 
have been designated as environmentally, naturally or scientifically significant by 
provincial and municipal agencies, and rare flora and fauna, can be found. 


The Rouge Valley offers us a rare opportunity to protect a substantial piece of our 
natural heritage in an urban setting. And at more than 11,000 acres it will be, as 

I said, the largest urban park in North America -- about seven times the size of New 
York’s Central Park, and about 28 times the size of Toronto’s High Park. 


ake 


The Rouge also offers an opportunity for the federal government to match Ontario’s 
contribution to this park. The federal government owns land in the river valleys 
stretching up to the Oak Ridges Moraine which could form a vital link in the creation 
of green corridors to the lake. 


In addition, the decision to create the park, and to set aside adjoining agricultural land 
-- which Mr. Buchanan will talk about in a moment -- has been made within the 
wider context of managing urban growth in a way that will ensure environmental 
protection and enhancement, while addressing the need for economic vitality. 


The government’s Draft Rouge Park Management Plan will be available for public 
review and comment for the next two months. During that time, the province will 
discuss the issues of park management and funding with the federal government, 
municipalities, aboriginal groups, other public agencies, and other interested parties. 


We will use the comments we receive to finalize the park management plan, and 
we’re aiming to do that by the middle of this year. We will then move forward to 
establish a park-management agency. 


The government will also provide protection for natural and cultural heritage areas in 
other watersheds on provincially owned lands in the Pickering area, and we are 
actively pursuing how this can best be accomplished. I am referring here, for 
example, to areas such as the Rouge/Duffin corridor. 


The Draft Rouge Park Management Plan is a key part of the Ontario government’s 
comprehensive planning approach for this area. The plan was written in response to 
the report submitted to me in August 1992 by the Rouge Valley Advisory Committee, 
a broadly-based group representing many government agencies and the public. 


On behalf of the Ontario government, I want to publicly thank the members of the 
Advisory Committee for their dedication and commitment, and for their 
comprehensive recommendations. 


Now that we have announced the draft park plan, we are well on our way to making 
the Rouge River Valley Park a reality. It promises to be a place that the citizens of 
Metropolitan Toronto, York and Durham regions -- indeed, all Ontarians -- will find 
a source of pride and pleasure for many years to come. 


- end - 


REMARKS BY 


ELMER BUCHANAN 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 


ROUGE VALLEY LAND ANNOUNCEMENT 


METRO ZOO 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 1993 
10 A.M. 


CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 


I TAKE PRIDE IN ANNOUNCING, ALONG WITH MY COLLEAGUE BUD WILDMAN, THIS 
COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO LAND USE IN THE ROUGE RIVER VALLEY AND GREATER 
TORONTO AREA. 


THIS APPROACH IS INTEGRATED AND LONG-TERM -- IT BALANCES MANY NEEDS AND 
INTERESTS, IN TERMS OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE. 


MY COLLEAGUE HAS ALREADY COMMENTED ON THE PROPOSED EXPANSION OF THE ROUGE 
PARK -- HAVING THE LARGEST URBAN PARK IN NORTH AMERICA IS DEFINITELY 
SOMETHING WE CAN BE PROUD OF. 


I'D LIKE TO DISCUSS THE STRATEGY FROM AN AGRICULTURAL POINT OF VIEW. 


TIME AND AGAIN I'VE HEARD -- IN MY OWN TRAVELS ACROSS THE PROVINCE AND VIA 
CONSULTATIONS WE'VE UNDERTAKEN -- THAT THE PUBLIC WANTS OUR PRIME FARMLAND 
PROTECTED FOR THE LONG-TERM. PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING 
OUR BEST FOOD-PRODUCING LAND NOW, BEFORE IT IS DEVELOPED FOR OTHER USES. THE 
ONTARIO GOVERNMENT SHARES THIS VIEW. 


THAT'S WHY TODAY, WE'RE GOING TO TAKE A PIECE OF LAND MORE THAN 11 TIMES THE 
SIZE OF THE METRO ZOO, LOCATED ADJACENT TO OUR LARGEST URBAN CENTRE, AND MAKE 
SURE THAT IT REMAINS IN AGRICULTURAL USE -- FOR NOW, AND FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS. 


THE 8,000 ACRES OF LAND, WHICH IS BETWEEN THE ROUGE PARK AND THE WEST DUFFIN 
CREEK NORTH OF STEELES, IS PRIMARILY CLASS 1 AND 2 AGRICULTURAL LAND. THIS 
MEANS IT IS HIGH-QUALITY LAND THAT LENDS ITSELF WELL TO THE PRODUCTION OF A 
WIDE RANGE OF CROPS. 


WE'RE PROCEEDING IN TWO STEPS. THE FIRST STEP IS THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT'S 
COMMITMENT TO RETAINING THIS LAND IN LONG-TERM AGRICULTURAL USE WITH LONGER 
LEASES. FARMERS ON THE LANDS CURRENTLY SIGN FIVE-YEAR LEASES WITH A ONE-YEAR 
CANCELLATION CLAUSE. 


THE SECOND STEP IS THAT MY MINISTRY AND THE MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES 
WILL CONSULT WITH LOCAL LANDOWNERS AND TENANTS, FARMERS, MUNICIPALITIES AND 
COMMUNITY GROUPS TO DEVELOP AN AGRICULTURAL STRATEGY EMPHASIZING 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. 


THE CONSULTATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. THEY WILL INCLUDE 
PUBLIC WORKSHOPS AND MEETINGS, WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS AND QUESTIONNAIRES. 


DURING THE CONSULTATIONS, WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE METHODS FOR 
PROTECTING THE AREA'S AGRICULTURAL ASSETS. 


THIS NEW APPROACH WILL PROVIDE THE LONG-TERM SECURITY THAT FARMERS NEED TO 
MAKE ENVIRONMENTALLY AND FINANCIALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT AND CAPITAL INVESTMENT 
DECISIONS. IT WILL ALSO ALLOW FARMERS TO MAKE A COMMITMENT TO LONG-TERM 
AGRICULTURAL USE AND SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES. 


N 


WE WILL ALSO BE ASKING ABOUT THE VARIOUS TYPES OF USES WHICH MAY BE PERMITTED 
THAT ARE COMPATIBLE WITH AGRICULTURE, BUT PROVIDE RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES. EXAMPLES OF THIS INCLUDE FARM VACATION OPERATIONS, COTTAGE 
INDUSTRIES, AND THE LIKE. 


BASED ON THE CONSULTATIONS AND PROVINCIAL LAND USE POLICIES, WE EXPECT A 
FINAL DECISION ON A STRATEGY WILL BE DEVELOPED LATER IN THE YEAR. 


PROVINCIALLY-OWNED LAND MUST BE PROTECTED AND MANAGED IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
PUBLIC, AND ESPECIALLY OF LOCAL RESIDENTS. TOGETHER, WE ARE MAKING DECISIONS 
THAT WILL AFFECT NOT ONLY OURSELVES, BUT GENERATIONS TO COME. 


I WOULD ENCOURAGE INTERESTED PEOPLE TO GET INVOLVED IN CONSULTATIONS -- TO 
HAVE A SAY IN THE FUTURE OF YOUR COMMUNITY. 


WITH THIS AGRICULTURAL STRATEGY, WE HOPE AND TRUST THAT THIS ARE WILL BE ABLE 
TO THRIVE -- ECONOMICALLY, ENVIRONMENTALLY AND SOCIALLY. 
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